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5 Big-Screen LCD Projectors Face Off 
The Newest Speaker System for Dolby Digital 
suec. Internet Surfing from Your La-Z-Boy 
Audiophile Accessories: Voodoo or Doo-doo? 
TV Worth Watching: Movies from Turner & AMC 





Inside Definitive’s BP2000 
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“I doubt that you can get a better sounding system for less 
than several times the price of the BP2000." 


-Julian Hirsch, Stereo Review 


"Definitives New 


BP2000 Absolute 
Kills Most 
More-Ex 


Speakers 





“Frankly, if circumstances 
allowed, I would choose these 
speakers for myself. 


—Julian Hirsch, Stereo Review 


Speaker of the Decade 


Now, with the BP2000, Definitive 
literally reinvents the loudspeaker. 
We have combined a six-driver dual 
D’Appolito bipolar array with a built-in 
(side-firing) 300-watt powered 15" 
subwoofer. (Yes, a complete powered 
subwoofer built into each speaker!) 
The result is extraordinary sonic 
performance beyond anything you've 
ever heard. 

Both music and movies are 
reproduced with unequalled purity, 
transparency and lifelike realism. 

And the astounding high resolution 
imaging and awesome bass impact 
totally envelop you in sonic ecstacy. 
They are an amazing achievement! 
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-Brent Butterworth, Home Theater Technology 


“Astounding sound. ..a hands-down best buy. ..each speaker has 
a 15" powered subwoofer built-in. ..bipolar superspeaker. . . 
one of the easiest recommendations we ve ever made. ” 


—Brent Butterworth, Home Theater Technology 





Definitive’s complete AC-3 ready BP2000 Home Theater System 
is the perfect choice for ultimate music and movie performance. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 47 DEALER LOCATOR CODE DEF 


The Ultimate Home Theater 


In addition to being an audiophile's 
dream, the BP2000s are also the main 
speakers in Definitive’s AC-3 ready 
Ultimate Home Theater System. This 
astonishing system is absolutely the 
finest sounding available. It recreates 
a “you are there” spatial reality that 
actually puts you into the soundspace 
of the original cinematic action. 

The complete system combines the 
BP2000s ($1499 ea.) with a C/L/R 2000 
center ($650 ea.) and BPX bipolar sur- 
rounds (from $399 ea.). Of course, dual 
15" powered subwoofers are already 
built into the sleek BP2000 towers. 
Truly the ultimate listening experience! 
Visit your Definitive dealer today. 


Definitive Technology: 


The Leader in High-Performance Loudspeakers ы 
11105 Valley Hts. Dr. * Baltimore, MD 21117 * (410) 363-7148 


Visit us at http://www.soundsite.com/definitive 
See our dealer list on page 186 
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so simple. 
www.sosimple.com 
Simply samsung. 
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Feature 
Presentations Serials 
The Ultimate Media Merger Budget Productions 
| This two-part article explains how (and why) you'll The squeaky wheel gets the grease, so when we complained 
i soon be cruising the Web on your TV and watching about wireless speakers, the mechanics came out in force. 
Seinfeld on your computer. Brent Butterworth 
Rebecca Day 


The Great Bandwidth Race 
Part II of “The Ultimate Media Merger” covers the intense 
competition between companies to reach the mother lode of 
the information age: the “wired” living room. 

Frank Beacham 




























Back to Basics 
With the release of Video Essentials, Joe Kane, creator 
of A Video Standard, attempts to spread his message 
to the masses. 

Al Griffin 


Do That Voodoo That You Do 
Our “voodoo accessories” Face Off pits a half-dozen 
tweaks against an open-minded (but admittedly 
skeptical) panel. 

Brent Butterworth 


Something Wicked This Way Comes 

Before there was Friday the 13th, John Carpenter was 

striking fear into the hearts of wayward teenagers the 

world over. Dan Yakir takes you through some of his 

best films, ranging from splatter to suspense. 
Dan Yakir 


Short 
Subjects 
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‘Can't Sit Still 
Brent Butterworth 


1 Coming Attractions 


/ ( Premiere Designs 
Samsung GXE1395 

Video Game TV 

Jamo 707i Speakers 


} ( J { Маск 'n' Wack 





















Hot Stuff 





[ ] _Grecian Formula 

The only Greek thing 
missing from Woody 
Allen’s Mighty Aphrodite is 
the tragedy. 





| у (Film Flam 


Michael J. Nelson 


/ / (Cinema Obscura 


Walt Mundkowsky 


Concessions 





; , Dealer Locator 


Before you run out to buy 
some new exciting product 
you've seen featured within 
the pages of HT, find a 
quality dealer near you 

in our Dealer Locator. 


Reviews 





7, System of the Month 


If you’re always looking to 
get a few bucks off, or a 
little something extra, this 
system will give you both 
in spades. 
Atlantic Technology 
System 250.1 Speakers 
Dwin HD-500 
Front Projector 
Dwin LD-2 
Line Doubler 
Marantz SR-96 
A/V Receiver 


Jé Gear Guide 


The DISH Network 
Direct-Broadcast 
Satellite System 

ADA Millennium 
Multiroom System 

Toshiba M-782 
Hi-Fi VHS VCR 

Legend Audio 
Model 4000 In-Walls 


[ ( ) Face Off: 


LCD Projectors 
Dig the heavy vibes our 
editors lay down about the 
grooviness of these five 
LCD projectors, man. 

Ampro LCD-100 

Runco LCP-500 

Sanyo PLC-700M 

Sharp XV-S95U 

Sharp XV-H37U 
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PROLOGUE 


Can't Sit Stull 


Sorry, we can’t stand to do the same old thing for long. 
So here's a few of the changes we've made for our 
second anniversary. 


Brent Buttei 


Visit our new and 
improved Web site 

at http://www. 
hometheatertech.com. 


Or see our stuff on 
America Online in the 
Gadget Guru's Forum, 
keyword: Gadget. 








There's a famous French phrase, “Plus ca change,” 
which means *Nothing changes." Well, it doesn't apply 
at Home Theater, where "Tout le monde ca changes" is 
the rule. As best I can recall from high school French 
class, that's how to say "Everything changes." 

We've never been content to stick with a formula, 
because 1) we have short attention spans, and 2) this 
industry changes fast: What was important last year 
bores us this year, and what's important this year we'd 
never heard of last year. So we've taken a hard look at 
every aspect of this magazine, thrown out some oldy- 
moldy stuff, and made some major changes to both 
improve the quality of our stories and to make them 
reflect the changes that have taken place in the 
industry since our first anniversary last October. 

The biggest change astute HT readers will notice is 
that we've modified our System Review format. We 
couldn't find a good reason to continue throwing 
VCRs and laserdisc players into the systems we 
review; these devices work pretty much the same no 
matter what system you put them in. (Also, we've prac- 
tically run out of LD players to review!) We decided to 
concentrate on the key components of a system: 
speakers, audio electronics, and video monitors. We're 
also fine-tuning our ratings scales and methods to 
make them more informative azd entertaining, and 
adding a new *Head to Head" column so that our 
editors and writers can voice dissenting opinions. 

You'll notice some more subtle changes we've made 
to our columns and our software reviews, plus one 
very big change on our masthead: the addition of 
Brian Clark as associate editor. After two years as 
reviews editor of Digital Video magazine, and a few 
years at Video magazine before that, Brian knows well 
how to figure out what you, the reader, need to know 
about electronics products. He also brings a sense of 
humor to his work that we've been enjoying tremen- 
dously, and that you too will get to experience starting 
in this issue. 
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The Art of Entertainment 








из... 







KE d 


with 6 independent digital channels. 
Officers responded to call from System's supercharged audio and video 
concerned citizen regarding x2 | —w— performance was traced to Pioneer 
shocking sounds and deep a i 7 Бш LaserDisc player. Cinema Wide 


POLICE INCIDENT REPORT: 





bass vibrations emanating from the house next System projection monitor identified as source 
door. Further_investigation reveated source of of razor-sharp visuals. Officers then concluded 
sound to be occupant's state-of-the-art Pioneer Pioneer Advanced HomeTheater System equal to or 


Advanced HomeTheater System. After questioning; ~ better than movie theater experience. END OF 
officers learned that Dolby Digital (AC-3 ) REPORT. Call 1-800-PIONEER for a dealer near you. 
technology provides stunning sound reproduction Pioneer Advanced HomeTheater. You're surrounded. 


©1996 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc.;.Long Beach, CA. Dolby, AC-3 and Dolby Digital are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
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— D.B. Keele, Jr., on the Studio/100 
Audio Magazine/July '96 





- Andrew Marshall, оп the Studio/80¢CC-450¢ADP-450 
Audio Ideas Guide, Summer 96 Issue 


High praise for PARADIGM® REFERENCE SPEAKER 
SYSTEMS...dedicated to providing the highest standard 
of technological design excellence, and deliver 
breathtaking high-end sonic performance! 


ith years of design expertise and a state-of-the-art in- 

house R&D facility, Paradigm engineers and acousticians 
set out to build the world’s finest speakers, regardless of cost! 
The result is Paradigm Reference...electrifying and eminently 
satisfying high-end speaker systems that bring you closer than 
ever to the live event! 


And, while this stunning performance heightens the sheer 
enjoyment of music, it is equally important for the best in home 
theater sound, especially now with the arrival of digital AC-3. 


We invite you to visit your nearest Authorized Paradigm 
Reference Dealer and experience this astonishing new reference 
standard in music and home theater sound for yourself! 
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Coming Attractions 


Here are a few of the newest audio/video goodies 
that make home theater so entertaining. 


v 

PANASONIC 

The future is here— 
or at least imminent. 
Although there's no 
sign yet of DVD soft- 
ware, manufacturers 
are already hard at 
work on the players. 
Panasonic recently 


joined the fray with 


Panasonic 


the announcement 
that its two players, 
the DVD-A100 and 
step-up model 
DVD-A300, will be 
available sometime 
this fall at prices yet 
to be determined. 
Panasonic 

(201) 348-7000 
Circle Reader 


Service No. 504 


» 

M&K 

With sound this 
good, no self- 
respecting audio- 
phile's home would 
be complete without 
M&K's S-150 speak- 
ers ($750). Packaged 
in a shorter 12.5-inch 
cabinet, the THX- 
certified S-150 is 
compact enough to 
fit on a bookshelf, 


but still delivers the 





great sound you'd 
expect from larger 
speakers— plus, it's 
already toed-in for 
better imaging. 
What's more, it 
comes in a squared 
front baffle center 
channel and an 
angled center ver- 
sion designed for 
rear-projection TVs. 
Miller & Kreisel 
Sound Corp. 

(310) 204-2854 
Circle Reader 
Service No. 503 
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A 
DIAMOND CASE 


Gone are the days 


of makeshift stereo 
stands fashioned 
from boards and 
cinder blocks. Dia- 
mond Case thought 
everything through 
for the home theater 
owner when they put 


together the Visalia 







— ment 





Plus 500-2 ($3,000). 
Available in three 
styles and 30 wood 
finishes, Visalia can 
meet even the most 
demanding storage 
needs. And it 

can hold any size 
television you 
throw at it. 
Diamond Case 
Designs 

(714) 528-5286 
Circle Reader 


Service No. 509 


He only plays 1 game a week. 
We play up to 13. 


John Elway. А 63 215 pound, 14-year 


NFL legend. But hes just а big baby compared to 
DIRECTV.® With NFL SUNDAY TICKET" we play 
up to 13 regular season games every Sunday. 
You wont find that on cable or any other 
mini-dish system. Call us today and watch 
your favorite teams all season long on 
Americas premier sports programming service. 


Anything else is childs play. 


G 


тт. 


For the most NFL games, Its Got To Be DIRECTV 
1-800-730-4742 


DIRECT V. 


SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST 


Visit us on the World Wide Web at http-//www.directv.com Also available for bars and restaurants. Blackout restrictions apply. Sports programming requires a continuous landline phone connection to DSS 
receiver. Commercial pricing available. Commerical signal theft is subject to civil and criminal penalties. Hardware and programming sold separately. Equipment specifications may vary in Alaska. NFL SUNDAY TICKET is a registered trademark of 
NFL Enterprises, L.P. ©1996 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV, DSS, and “DIRECTV. Satellite TV At Its Best." are official trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corporation. 
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CELLO 

Just when you 
thought you'd never 
find the perfect 
acoustic accouter- 
ment for those funky 
platforms that are all 
the rage this season, 
along comes Cello. 
With their Reference 
Digital-to-Analog 





Converter ($12,000), 

you'll make as much 

of a statement in 

your living room as 

those platforms will 

on the dance floor. 

The R-DAC features » 

four AES/EBU and LOVAN 

two coaxial inputs, You've got a bunch 


with outputs via bal- of equipment in dif- 


anced Fischer con- ferent sizes, and 
nectors and single- Lovan's got a rack 
ended RCA, plus an somewhere to fit it 


onboard UV-22 all. The modular 
system. Sovereign Series 
Cello Ltd. consists of the AVR 
(212) 472-5016 

Circle Reader 


Service No. 502 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 





($659), which has 
two 7-inch shelves; 
the Hi-Fi ($479), 
which comes with 
four 7-inch shelves; 
the T Hi-Fi ($549), 
featuring four 
10-inch shelves; and 
the single-shelved 
Amp Stand ($129). 
All have Lovan's 
vibration-reducing 
"trisolation" system 
and a Durian scratch- 
resistant finish. 
Axcess Marketing 
(310) 793-7676 
Circle Reader 


Service No. 507 
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JVC 

Sick of wallowing in 
the mire of video- 
tape disarray? Well, 
wallow no more. 
Just let JVC's Index 
Plus videotape man- 
agement system 
organize your tape 
collection for you. 
it’s such a snap, 
your family will be 
arguing over who 


gets to record this 


week's episode of 
Seinfeld. The 
HR-IP820U hi-fi VHS 
VCR ($600) will be 
the first to feature 
the system, which 
automatically stores 
program informa- 
tion—including title, 
length, and an ID 
number—in its 
internal memory 
chip each time 

you record. 

JVC Company of 
America 

(800) 252-5722 
Circle Reader 


Service No. 506 





Award-winning Bose" Lifestyle 
systems bave been bailed as true 
audio breaktbrougbs. 

Witb tbe Lifestyle" 12 bome 
theater system, our goal was to 
develop tbe best sounding, easiest 
to use home theater system ever. 
One that was optimized for both 


movie soundtracks and music. 


You won't believe the simplicity. 
The system is completely integrated. 
Every element is designed to work in 
harmony with the others – precisely, 
efficiently, simply. 

And although the technology is ad- 
vanced, it's where it belongs — on the 
inside. Outside, a single, elegant music 
center houses a built-in CD player and 
AM/FM tuner. It replaces an entire rack 
of conventional equipment. 

The remote works through walls so 
you control everything from anywhere 


inside, or outside, the house. 


You won't believe the sound. 
The secret to the critically-acclaimed 
performance is Acoustimass" speaker 
technology. 

Five tiny cube speakers are all you 
see. They blend right into your decor, 
almost invisibly, while the Acoustimass 
module hides out of view behind or under 
furniture. We believe this advanced tech- 
nology delivers noticeably purer, more 
lifelike sound than conventional designs. 

If you're not already listen- 
ing to Acoustimass speakers, 
you're just not hearing everything 


you could. 
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Step up to а new 


experience in home theater. 


| Your eyes won t believe your ears. | 


You wont believe it until you hear it. 
Thirty seconds with this system and you'll 
understand why Home Theater Technol- 
ogy said, “...everything is included and 
carefully thought out.... The performance 


is awesome...” 





Call for names of selected Bose deal- 


The Lifestyle’ 12 home theater 


ers where you can hear the Lifestyle” 12 
home deer sve. BEsperencede system. The new audio standard 
-— for movies and music. 
difference Bose technology makes. 


| For a FREE booklet call 
1-800-444-BOSE Ext. 813 


BO 


Better sound through researcho 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 6 1 DEALER LOCATOR CODE BOS 


©1996 Bose Corporation JN97360 





A 
PARASOUND 


Multiroom sound just 


got better. Instead of 
running the whole 
house on a system 
equalizer, why not 
try Parasound’s $145 
R/EQ-150 Room 
Equalizer? Just hook 
one up to a two- 
channel amp in each 
problem room (like 
the rumpus room 
chock full of cushy, 
absorptive furniture) 


and the sound can 
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be adjusted to com- 
pensate for each 
particular acoustical 
challenge. The 
R/EQ-150 is 8.5 
inches wide and 

2 inches tall, and 
has five half-octave 
wide bands with a 
+8dB boost. 
Parasound 
Products, Inc. 

(415) 397-7100 
Circle Reader 
Service No. 505 
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EAD 

They get it. The folks 
at EAD know you 
want DTS and 
they're planning to 
be one of the first to 


bring it to you. Their 


Enlightened EG Vader 
Y Designs 


< 

BILLY BAGS 

It’s not the New York 
skyline reproduced 
in mirrors—it’s The 
City CD towers from 
Billy Bags. Just 
because you love 
movies like we do 
doesn’t mean that 
you don’t hive a 
truckload of CDs 


taking up just as 


trailblazing AC-3 
component, the 
TheaterMaster 
audiophile D/A 
converter/surround 
sound processor, 
should be the first to 
feature DTS. And if 
you've already got 
one, don't fret— 
existing Theater- 


Masters will be 


"T heaterMaster 


much space in your 
home theater as 
laserdiscs. Don't 
ignore them, put 
them in something 
more interesting 
than a bookshelf. 
Sold modularly, the 
individual towers 
range in price from 
$50 to $200. 

Billy Bags 

(805) 644-2185 
Circle Reader 


Service No. 508 


upgradeable. Like 
the technology, pric- 
ing is coming soon. 
Enlightened Audio 
Designs 

(515) 472-4312 
Circle Reader 
Service No. 501 





improvement 


Just open the box and plug it in. An Inteq entertainment 
machine will change your approach to living. It also will 
do wonders for the look of any home. 


FULL FRONTAL ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR YOUR HEAD 


For a complete overhaul of your viewing experience 
call 1-888-FRONTAL for a dealer near you. 
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Premiere Designs 


Finally a reason to put down the bong 
and play some Donkey Kong. 


Tired of Junior 
elbowing you off the 
big-screen when 
you're right in the 
middle of Arnold's | 
epistle to Mr. Ziffel? 
Fed up with Bass 
Masters interruptus 
when the kids sud- 
denly appear with 
the latest and great- 
est Nintendo non- 
sense? My friend, for 
a mere $349, you 


have been delivered. 


Samsung's space- 


` age GXE1395 per- 


sonal video game TV 


is the perfect solu- 
tion for the 40 
million U.S. house- 
holds and the 80 
million glazed-over 
eyeballs lurking 
within. A 13-inch 


CRT is flanked by 


two bass-reflex 
speaker “wings,” 
adjustable for pin- 
point stereo accura- 
cy, and topped by a 
powered subwoofer, 
liable to set delicate 
digestive systems in 
motion. Multiple 
stereo surround 
modes like 
“warzone” and 
“roadrace” bring the 
thrill of calamity to 
even the most jaded 
juvenile delinquent. 
Of course, a full 
array of audio and 


video inputs make 


this a full-featured 
set, which doubles 
as a superb 13-inch 
stereo TV receiver 
for those who 
haven't had the urge 
to pick up a joystick 
since Ms. Pac Man 


cleaned their clock 


at the local singles 


bar back in 1985. 


Samsung North 


America 


105 Challenger Road 


Ridgefield Park, 
NJ 07662 
(201) 229-4000 
Circle Reader 
Service No. 510 
Dealer Locator 
Code SAM 
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There’s nothing 
better than eating a 
good prune danish, 
unless of course 
you're listening to 

a Jamo loudspeaker 
at the same time. 
Europe's leading 
speaker manufacturer 
has hit our shores 
with a bounty of 
models sufficiently 
unique that they 
could only have 
come from a culture 
inventive enough 

to put horns on a 
metal helmet. Like 
the Little Mermaid 
herself, the Jamo 


707i speakers are 


vi ' Ni My 


sturdy yet seductive, 
though unlike the 
'maid, these speaks 
are substantially 
clothed in rich 
mahogany and 
glossy glass tops. 
Beautiful curves to 
the cabinet's side 
make this speaker 
an interior design- 
er's dream, but don't 
be fooled by looks 
alone —the sexy 
lines solve problems 
with standing waves 
and serve to mini- 
mize room-boundary 
reflections. 

The 707i is a 
three-way system 
that uses only the 
best proprietary 
drivers, bandpass 
filters, and cabinet 
construction. Jamo's 
special push-pull 
coupled cavity sys- 
tem is a finely tuned 
bass reflex port that 


delivers deeper bass 


with greater efficiency 
than conventional 
designs. 

The Jamos may 
turn your neighbors 
green with envy, 
but they're *green 
conscious," too. 
Waterbased paints, 
non-freon gases, 
biodegradable plas- 
tics, and recycled 
paper cartons are all 
a part of the Jamo 
philosophy — along 
with great sound. 
Jamo 
1177 Corporate 
Grove Dr. 

Buffalo Grove, 
IL 60089 

(847) 465-0005 
Circle Reader 
Service No. 511 
Dealer Locator 
Code JAM 
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Cordero Studios 


TWENTY-SIXTH IN A SERIES 


Noel Lee—the Head Monster and President, 
Monster Cable Products, Inc., is a pioneer in 
cable technology and a dedicated audiophile. 
Noel is also an authority on cables and how they 
impact A/V systems. Monster Cable’s patented 


technologies make it #1 in the cable industry. 







{ MONSTER 
» CONNECTIONS ..... 


Revolutionary New Cables Maximize DVD Performance 


The home theater industry's abuzz with talk about the 
coming introduction of DVD, or Digital Versatile Disc. 
Why the excitement? Because DVD’s a great techno- 
logical leap over the laserdiscs and VHS tapes we watch 
today. It'll produce the sharpest pictures you ve ever seen, 
complete with digital surround sound. And Monster 
Cable is working with the leaders in DVD technology to 
create a whole new line of video cables specially designed 
to carry DVD's incredible sound and picture. 

DVD uses a convenient, CD-sized disc that doesn't 
wear out, and that lets you access individual scenes in a 
movie instantly, without having to fast-forward or 
rewind. These new discs hold so much more information — 
up to about 25 times what you can fit on a CD— that 
they can even carry movie soundtracks in several differ- 
ent languages. 

This new format will place unprecedented demands 
on the video cables you use with it. The best of the new 


DVD players will have component video outputs, which 





Monster s new DVD component 
video cable features a three-coaxial- 
cable design with patented 
Turbine Design? RCA connectors. 


carry the red, green, and blue components of the video 
separately. Many manufacturers will introduce TVs with 
matching component-video inputs. The combination of 
the DVD player and the new TV will give you a progres- 
sive-scan picture that approaches the quality of high- 
definition television (HDTV). 


Toshiba has been the real pioneer in DVD, having 


developed much of the technology used in the new format. 


The company has chosen Monster Cable as the manufac- 
turer of a new component video cable to connect the new 
DVD players with the new TVs. Although the standard 
for this cable hasn't been set in stone, the current design 
combines three coaxial video cables, each terminated with 
an RCA connector. Other manufacturers are expected to 
follow Toshiba's lead. Whatever standard is finally set, 
Monster will be ready with the new cable when the players 
are introduced. 

Monster video cables are already the best you can 
buy— they re the only ones certified by the Imaging 
Science Foundation, an 
organization that trains 
video technicians and 
works with manufacturers 
to give consumers the 
best possible video quality. 
The ISF's Joel Silver 
reports that DVD will 
place unprecedented 
demands on a video 
cable. "DVD will have 
more true resolution 
than any consumer for- 
mat we ve seen before," 


he says, “so all the real 


picture information will be transmitted to the video 
monitor. This means that for the first time, with the right 
video cable, you should not artificially add edge enhance- 
ment with the sharpness control on your TV or monitor." 
So even if you don t choose component-video-equipped 
hardware, you ll still need the best video cable for your 
DVD player. 

If you use your DVD player's composite video output, 
we recommend our two ISF-certified composite cables, 
Monster Video? 3 (МУЗ) and M1000v Silver Video®, 
for the best possible picture. You'll probably get an even 
better picture, though, if you use S-video cable, which 
carries the brightness and color parts of the video signal 
separately. Because DVD's all-digital, its S-video signal is 
very clean, and using our top S-video cables, Monster 
Super Video 3 (MVSV3) and M1000sv, will ensure that 
it stays that way as it travels from your player to your TV. 
We also offer a full line of digital coaxial and fiber-optic 
cables to carry the Dolby Digital surround sound signal 
that DVD provides, and our Bandwidth Balanced? audio 
interconnect cables if you prefer to use your DVD player's 
analog audio outputs. 

Even if you're the first one on your block to buy a 
DVD player, you can count on Monster to provide high- 


performance cable for all of your DVD connections. 


For more information about Monster Cable? 
products, call (415) 871-6000 or call your 
nearest Monster Cable dealer. 


/magingScience 
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If you want the most realistic picture 
possible, you need killer video cable by 
Monster Cable®. 

Our ultra-high performance composite, 
S-video and dic. video ‘cables — 
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Our killer video cables el precision 
75Q impedance, extended bandwidth, 


patented 24k gold contact connectors for 





Killer Picture 









the highest integrity signal transfer, 
ultra-high density double shielding for 
maximum rejection of interference, and our 
unique Nitrogen-injected dielectrics—all for 
the best possible picture. What’s more, these 
cables are so good that even our S-video 


cables maintain their performance over long 
| . lengths—up to 300 feet—something some 


. industry "experts" say can't be done. 

So visit your nearest dealer and 
experience what advanced Monster video 
cable technology can do to your 
picture. And don't forget to bring your 
bullet-proof vest. 


MONSTER CABLE 


Monster Cable Products, Inc. 

274 Wattis Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
415/871-6000 

http://wwwmonstercable.com/ 





ju System of the Month “Only a sucker pays 





retail,” they say. 
And we couldn’t 
agree more. If you’re 
always looking to 
get a few bucks 
off, or a little some- 
thing extra, this 


system will give you 
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In s a great thing to bite the bullet, whip out the wallet, and spend big bucks 
for the home theater system of your dreams. At least, we've heard it's a great 


thing. We've never done it. All of us here at Home Theater magazine always 
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ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY 
SYSTEM 250.1 SPEAKERS 


DWIN HD-500 
PROJECTOR 


MARANTZ SR-96 
A/V RECEIVER 
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look for a deal. We go for the gear 
that’s maybe a small step down in 
quality, but a giant leap down in 
price. Or we seek out a component 
that throws in some cool extras for 
about the same price. Hey, we 
actually shop at those places that 
blanket the airwaves with ads 
promising they'll “Save!!! You!!! 
MONEEEEEEEY!!" If we could 
stand the crowds at Ted Nugent 
concerts in the 70s, we can surely 
handle a Saturday afternoon mob 
of polyester-shrouded moms 
yelling, “NO!!! I’m not buying you 
the Power Rangers Instruments 
of Death Kung Fu Play Set!!!” We 
didn't actually hit the Kmart to 
seek out this issue's System of the 
Month. But the components we 
feature here are every bit as much 
a bargain as 10-rolls-for-a-buck 
toilet paper—and they'll last you a 
lot longer, too. 

We started with Atlantic Tech- 
nology's System 250.1, a modestly 
priced speaker system designed 


We didn't hit the Kmart to seek out this issue's system, 
but the components we feature here are every bit as 


much a bargain as 10-rolls-for-a-buck toilet paper. 


to handle the demands of Dolby 
Digital sound. Atlantic's always 
had a rep for building inexpensive 
speakers that sound really good, 
from their original, teensy-tinsy 
Pattern 200 system (the first cube- 
speaker system we heard that we 
actually liked), all the way to their 
$3,500 System 350 THX speaker 
system. The System 250.1 shoots 
more for the mainstream hi-fi 
buyer, the guy who can spend 
more than a grand for his speaks, 
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but can't go past two. Atlantic's 
System 250 did very well as it was, 
but Atlantic decided to outdo 
itself and completely redesign the 
system. We were pretty sure the 
new system could edge out the 
old, but we weren't sure if it could 
kill it. Read on and find out. 

To power the System 250.1, we 
asked Marantz to send us the 
SR-96 receiver, an up-to-date model 
that's THX-certified and compatible 
with Dolby Digital adapters (like 
Marantz's own DP-870, which we 
reviewed in the last issue). The 
SR-96 costs dearly at $1,599, but 
you get something really great 
thrown in for free: Marantz's 
RC-2000 programmable system 
remote. The RC-2000 lists for 
$250, but Marantz added only 
$100 to the SR-96's price when 
they started including the fancy 
new remote a couple of months 
ago. (Unfortunately, Marantz 
didn't send us the new remote in 
time, so look for a full review of 
the RC-2000 in the November HT) 
Can a $1,599 receiver really be a 
bargain? Our new 
associate editor, 
Brian Clark, will lay 
it on the line for you. 

Last, senior editor 
Al Griffin will take 
you on a tour of this 
year's biggest bargain (so far) in 
front-projection TV: the new 
Dwin HD-500. At $12,000, this 
projector doesn't appear cheap 
except by Bill Gates's standards. 
But a look at the numbers tells 
you otherwise. The HD-500 offers 
a maximum scan rate of 65 kilo- 
hertz, which means it scans fast 
enough to accommodate not only 
a line doubler, but a line quadru- 
pler! It'll also work just fine with 
any new HDTV format that comes 
along —if one ever comes along. 


Even more importantly, it can 
handle the progressive-scan 
signal from a DVD player— if 
one ever comes along. And it'll 
also do a great job of displaying 
video from practically any com- 
puter. Dwin designed the projec- 
tor just for home theater; there's 
no noisy fan, and the chassis is 
small enough to practically disap- 
pear in your living room. Al checks 
out the HD-500 and Dwin's 
$3,500 LD-2 line doubler in the 
pages to come. 

You may notice we've changed 
our System Review format. We've 
done two things. First, we got rid 
of source devices, like VCRs, LD 
players, and DSS receivers. Why? 
Because we felt that reading a 
review of another me-too VCR 
every month might be boring you. 
And we've only got a couple of 
laserdisc players left to review this 
year, anyway! We'll be moving the 
reviews of these products into our 
new, free-wheeling Gear Guide, 
where you'll find reviews of prac- 
tically anything and everything 
having to do with home theater. 

Second, we've boiled down the 
System of the Month to the primary 
components: the speakers, the 
audio electronics, and the video 
monitor. We've wrapped the 
reviews into one long section, so 
that we'd present the products as a 
system, not just a pile of disassoci- 
ated gear. And this way, we'll be 
able to write as much as we need 
to about a particular product, with- 
out having to cut reviews down to 
fit the pages. 

We hope you dig the new format; 
drop us a line at our Malibu office 
and tell us what you think. 


DVD Is Where Its At. 





Toshiba Is Where Its From. 


If you've been reading about DVD, you've seen a lot of references to Toshiba. That's no 

coincidence. Toshiba led the way in developing DVD technology. Technology that 
includes a component video signal, which means a picture better than laser disc, and 

three times better than VHS. Six discrete channels of Dolby® AC-3°digital surround 
sound and up to eight languages. Multiple aspect ratios (16:9, letterbox, pan and scan). 
And the versatility of multiple subtitles, camera angles and rating edits. All on one disc. So, if you enjoy being on the 
leading edge of home entertainment technology, you know that DVD is where it's at. 





In Touch with Tomorrow 
When you're ready to experience the brilliant picture and the extraordinary 


sound that DVD delivers, won't it make sense to get the technology from its 


source? Toshiba is the source of DVD technology. And DVD is the future. — . 
The Leader In Digital Video Technology 
For more information on Toshiba DVD, call 1-800-631-3811. 


http://www.toshiba.com/tacp 





TOSHIBA 


Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc., 82 Totowa Road, Wayne, NJ 07470 
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A. Brent likes the 
fact that Atlantic's 
254.1SR dipoles 
don't call attention 
to themselves. 

B. The 251.1LR 
speakers have 
sturdier cabinets 


and the woofers 


have larger magnets. 


C. Midrange and 
treble controls on 
the back of the 
253.1C allow you 
to match it to the 
sound of speakers 
from different 
manufacturers. 

D. The 262PBM 
gave Brent a nice 


Hawaiian Punch. 





Atlantic Technology 
System 250.1 
Those who are really into home 
theater (probably too far into it for 
their own good) might realize that 
this magazine and Atlantic Tech- 
nology's System 250 are the same 
age: both are two years old this 
month. You might even remember 
that we reviewed System 250 in 
our second issue, back in Novem- 
ber 1994. So why are we reviewing 
the same system all over again? 
Because it ain't the same system. 
The new one's called System 
250.1, borrowing from the “version” 
style of product naming that 
seems to work so well for the 
computer industry. But while the 
computer guys use a “point- 
something” name to indicate a 
product that’s just like the old one 
except that they’ve fixed a couple 
of the bugs and introduced a 
couple of useless (and probably 
buggy) new features, Atlantic’s 
using it to indicate a complete 
rebuild. It’s really worthy of being 
called something like System 260. 
I actually scooped this magazine 
when I wrote the very first review 
of System 250 for a different maga- 
zine (maybe that’s why I got hired 
here). In that review, I raved that 
the system still sounded clean 


when played very loud, and 
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that the slight treble roll-off 
Atlantic employed in the center 
speaker kept the voices sounding 
natural while making the overall 
sound of the system more spa- 
cious. I liked the music sound—it 
bested four comparably priced 
speakers I compared it to—but 
found a slight edge in the 
midrange that kept me from spew- 
ing superlatives. 

Atlantic decided to fix this prob- 
lem (and some I never even 
noticed) with major mods to every 
speaker in the system. The 
$369/pair 251.1LR main speakers 
have much sturdier cabinets to 
minimize vibration, and while the 
woofers still measure 4 inches, 
they have much larger magnets 
for lower distortion and better 
power handling, and the woofers 
have a longer throw for better low- 
frequency response. The tweeter's 
the same, but it’s now surrounded 
by a thin foam ring that keeps 
high-frequency sound from reflect- 
ing off the front baffle. 

The $319 253.1C center speaker 
underwent a similar mod; it uses 
the same drivers as the 251.1LR, 
but it has midrange and treble 
controls on the back that let you 







approximately match the sound of 
other manufacturers’ speakers. It 
also comes with a unique stand 
that lets the speaker pivot verti- 
cally, so you can get the speaker 
pointing right at you without shim- 
ming under it. This center speaker 
has a very low profile, which 
makes it easier to slip right under- 
neath the screen of the Dwin pro- 
jector. If you mount a projector on 
the floor, it will often partially 
block the center speaker; the 
253.1C’s slim enough that this 
shouldn’t be a problem. 

The original 254SR surround 
speaker used a single woofer and 
two midrange/tweeter drivers in a 
THX-type dipole configuration; the 
new $399/pair 254.1SR uses a 
complete two-way design, with a 
4-inch woofer and a -inch tweeter 
on each side of the speaker. Like 
the original, the 254.1SR’s avail- 
able in black or white, and can be 
mounted on a stand, on the wall, 
or partially set into the wall. 

Let’s not forget the sub: The 
new $649 262PBM subwoofer uses 
a much larger amp (150 watts 
versus 90 for the original), and a 
beefier 10-inch driver. 

When we hooked up the System 

290.1, I was immediately struck by 

how much smoother these 
sounded than the originals. 
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COŽ oR 18 YEARS, IT HAS BEEN AND CONTINUES 
TO BE THE BAROMETER BY WHICH ALL OTHER 
VIDEO FORMATS ARE MEASURED. 


GE 
(CJ HERE IS NO BETTER WAY TO VIEW MOVIES IN 
YOUR HOME. NONE. 


CJ HE NEW DOLBY DIGITAL STATE-OF-THE-ART 
SOUNDTRACKS WILL HAVE YOUR LIVING ROOM 
RIVALING THE THUNDER OF THE WORLD’S BEST 
CINEMAS. 


7 ITH NEARLY 10,000 TITLES AVAILABLE TODAY, 
YOU WILL NEVER HAVE A PROBLEM SELECTING 
SOMETHING TO WATCH ON A SATURDAY NIGHT. 
AJJ 

€ (л UNDREDS OF TITLES ARE PRESENTED AS 
SPECIAL EDITIONS CONTAINING TREASURES 
NEVER SEEN AT THE THEATRE. 





(JAKE A LOOK АТ JUST A SAMPLING... 


cof BSOLUTELY EVERYTHING 


SPECIAL COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
CARY GRANT VICTOR. McLAGLEN 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
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PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY GEORGE STEVENS 


Top Hat 
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Follow Ihe Feet 


Shalt We Dance 
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THE LEOPARD MAN BEDIAN 
THE SEVENTH VICTIM THE BODY SNATCHER 





W E REALIZE THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE ARE 
PERFECTLY CONTENT SPENDING A FEW BUCKS 
TO RENT THE LATEST VIDEOCASSETTE AT THE 
LOCAL VIDEO STORE. 


7 wat’s O.K. FOR SOME PEOPLE. 

СА J 

МУ JUT WE ALSO KNOW THAT WHEN YOU'RE 
READY TO STEP OUT AND EXPERIENCE THE 


BEST, LASERDISC IS IT. 


7 
ОСў ND IT’S HERE TODAY. END OF DISCUSSION. 


DISTRIBUTED EXCLUSIVELY BY 


Iac. 


www.image-—entertainment.com 





© 1996 IMAGE ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
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E. You'll find 


speaker- and 
line-level inputs, 

as well as a volume 
control, on the back 
of the sub. 

F. Along with good 
sound quality, the 
System 250.1 pro- 
vided good sturdy 
binding posts to 
hook everything up. 
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These sound very, very, very 
smooth, with a quality of midrange 
similar to that of the best high-end 
speakers I've heard. Unlike most 
of the speakers I hear, they aren't 
too bright, and they don't fatigue 
your ears. A lot of people tend to 
buy bright-sounding gear because 
it initially sounds more exciting. 
But you can get tired of such a 
sound pretty quickly once you get 
the gear home; I’ve found that 


when my system sounds bright, 


f [ CAUTION | A 
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MODEL 262 PBM 
POWERED 
BASS MODU. 


Au tic 


AVIS: FISQUE DE CHOC ELECTRIQUE: NE PAS OUVRIR 
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I don't listen to it as much. 
Atlantic president Peter 
Tribeman feels the same 
way —according to him, the 
speakers' sound is the result 
of a conscious decision to 
gently roll off the extreme 
high frequencies. 

With this slight roll-off, the 
251.1LRs don't produce the airy, 
super-spacious sound you get 
from expensive, well-designed 
music speakers. But they still 
image quite well, thanks largely to 
their slim front baffles, which give 
the sound from the drivers almost 
no surface at all to reflect off of. 
They remind me of the Mirages I 
use in my home reference system, 
and I’ve remained happy with 
those speakers' sound for eight 


months now—about seven months 
and three weeks longer than most 
speakers last in my apartment. I 
didn’t have a chance to compare 
the Atlantic system with the ones 
in last month’s Face Off, but I’m 
certain it would have fared well 
against any of them, and it might 
well have won. 

The old 251LRs played plenty 
loud; the new 251.1LRs play even 
louder. And now they've got a sub 
that can keep up with them. The 
original sub sounded great for the 
price, but the 262PBM's bigger 
amp gives it a sense of punch and 
speed the original never attained. 
It has line- and speaker-level 
inputs, and a phase switch, volume 
control, and low-pass filter that 
controls the upper limit for the 
subwoofer's response, from 60 to 
125 Hertz. 

Atlantic promotes the System 
250.1 as being “5.1-ready,” mean- 
ing that it's suitable for Dolby Dig- 
ital or DTS digital surround sound. 
The extra dynamic range in the 
sats and subs certainly helps with 
digital surround — and it really 
proved itself when we gave the 
tank chase from Golden Eye's 
Dolby Digital soundtrack a 
cranked-up listen — but Tribeman 
considers the 254.1SR the major 
contributor to System 250.1’s 
5. 1-readiness, because of the new 
design's extended treble. The 
increase in treble response is defi- 
nitely noticeable—a real tweeter 
instead of a mid/tweet can make a 
big difference, even in the rear. 

Some would argue that the 
254.1SR's dipolar design (the two 
halves fire in opposite directions 
and are wired out of phase) makes 
it inappropriate for Dolby Digital, 
but I think these people aren't lis- 
tening with an open mind. They 


posit that you can't get imaging 
between the left and right sur- 
round speakers in a dipole setup, 
but given that all Dolby Digital 
soundtracks are mixed on an array 
of several surround speakers, it's a 
safe bet that no one's ever created 
a mix where there was supposed 
to be any imaging between the 
surrounds. I think dipoles in the 
rear give you a spacious, realistic 
surround effect, while direct- 
radiating surround speakers tend 
to call attention to themselves. 

All arguments aside, though, 
the 254.1SRs sounded great — 
basically just like a THX-approved 
surround speaker. They give you 
a real wraparound surround 





effect, and seem to have loads of 


power handling. 

We can very easily recommend 
this system for practically any- 
body, from the person looking 
for a super-compact apartment 
system, to the guy who demands 
a single system that sounds good 
on anything, to the flathead who 
just wants maximum crankage 
for the buck. 

—Brent Butterworth 


The concert at 930 Morningstar Lane features Gershwit 
Next door at 932 Morningstar, Meaga 
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Of course, the artists wont appear at the Henderson residence in person, but the performances 
will be extraordinarily live just same...with PianoSoft™ pre-recorded disks and the disklavier 
piano. 
Listening Series disks reproduce every nuance of the artist's original performance 

when played back on the Disklavier. 

So, if youre not invited to the Henderson's concert series, audition 

the PianoSoft library and the Disklavier piano at your authorized Yamaha piano 
dealer and begin planning your own star-studded concert season. 






a cisklavier 


eorge shearing, Peter Nero and the Yamaha Disklavier. 
giving her family the silent treatment. 
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If you love the piano but dont want to share every practice, rehearsal or lesson with the whole 

family... your life is about to change. 
The revolutionary new Silent Series" piano from Yamaha is first and most importantly a fine 

acoustic instrument. It is also much more, however. 
When you activate the QuieTOUCH " system...you are able to enjoy the sound of the piano ie 

through headphones while those not “plugged in” hear nothing. “i 2... 
If a Silent Series piano sounds perfect for you. ..it probably is. i 


YAMAHA PIANO” 
e 
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© 1996 Yamaha Corporation of America, Keyboard Division, PO. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90620. Yamaha, Disklavier and Silent Series are trademarks of Yamaha Corporation of America. 








A. You won’t hear 
the HD-500’s noisy 
internal fan because 


it doesn’t have one! 





Dwin HD-500 Data Projec- 
tor and LD-2 Line Doubler 
Home Theater's editors unani- 
mously agree: Front projectors are 
the way to go for home theater. 
Sure, we review direct-view and 
rear-projection TVs—they're the 
real-world products, the kind that 
the vast majority of consumers 
currently use in their own home 
systems. But it’s the ultra-expensive 
high-end projectors, line doublers, 
and line quadruplers—the Runcos, 
Vidikrons, Faroudjas—that get 
us salivating. There’s something 
magical about seeing an image 
blown up to movie-theater size, 
with filmlike quality, in a home 
environment. For us, it perfectly 
encapsulates the home theater 
experience. Aside from the thrill 
of approximating the big-screen 
experience at home, there are 
several sound reasons why you 
should consider investing in a 
front-projection system for your 
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home theater. The first is that 
data- and graphics-grade projec- 
tors are able to support the differ- 
ent horizontal scan rates of video 
and computer sources. In this era 
of convergence between computer 
and video technologies, it makes 
sense to acquire a video display 
device that can handle multiple 
scanning rates. The second is that 
High Definition Television, when 
it eventually becomes a reality, will 
be transmitted in the progressive 
scan format used by computers. 
A graphics-grade front projector, 
such as the Dwin HD-500, with a 
horizontal scanning rate of 63 kHz 
or higher will be equipped to sup- 
port the HDTV format when it 
finally becomes available, and, 
until that time comes, will allow 
you to use video processing 
devices such as line doublers and 
line quadruplers to create higher- 
resolution images from current 
52o-line video sources. 

Regular HT readers will be 
familiar with the Vidikron 
VPF50HD front projector/VP400 


| DWIN | 
Сы J 


line quadrupler combo (February 
'96 issue) and the Runco IDP-980 
Ultra front projector/SC3050 line 
doubler combo (May '96 issue): 
two front projector/video proces- 
sor systems that literally define 
the state-of-the-art in home video. 
Regular HT readers might also be 
aware that both systems cost in 
the area of $30,000 to $40,000, or 
the average annual income of the 
majority of Americans. Obviously, 
the state of the art is beyond the 
financial grasp of the masses. 
But that's characteristic of the 
state of the art. 

At least we thought so until, 
while wandering through Con- 
sumer Electronics Shows (the 
equivalent of a trip to Disneyland 
for audio/video enthusiasts), we 
encountered the video manufac- 
turer Dwin Electronics, who hap- 
pened to be displaying in the same 
booth with Atlantic Technology. 
We were already well aware of the 






THE FIRST SONY THAT DOESN'T 
STAND OUT AT ALL. 
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Naa Se) Теа Ж ек ЕКА Л a EIEN ME өы Хө «о ЛЫБ How can a Sony this impressive not stand out? 


Because of the way it so easily fits in. The square-edge bezel design of the Videoscope XBR ТУ fits flush with wall 
surfaces, leaving a smooth, built-in look. And features like the advanced Pro-Optic™ System, a BI-CMOS Video Processor, 


and a first surface mirror give you 53 inches of the sharpest picture you’d expect from a Sony. Plus we added touch-sen- 
sitive illuminated controls. The XBR Express Navigator™ System. A removable contrast screen. All of which help make 
this Sony an awesome centerpiece for any home theater. So while this Sony Videoscope XBR TV might not exactly stand out, 


you'll find it simply outstanding. For more information on the Sony 53" Videoscope XBR ТУ and the location of your nearest 
Sony dealer, call 1-800-295-SONY. 


| SONY IS THE TELEVISION CHOICE OF THE NFL. 
Simulated picture on screen. Sony, Pro-Optic, Express Navigator, XBR, and Videoscope are trademarks of Sony. eS Q М Y 
©1996 Sony Electronics Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without written consent is prohibited. http://www.sony.com ® 
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B. Your installer 
will take care of 
converging the 
projector, so you'll 
probably only use 
the remote for 


basic functions. 


System of the Month 


value represented by Atlantic 
Technology’s products; what we 
weren't prepared for was the price 
of the impressive front projector/ 
line doubler combo we were 
viewing. It was “only” $15,000— 
a price that some of us could 
actually live with! 


HD-500 Projector 

The $12,000 Dwin HD-500 projec- 
tor is a graphics-grade model, 
which means that it has a horizon- 
tal scanning rate range of 15.5 to 
65 kilohertz. This 
makes it compatible 
with a number of cur- 
rent video processing 
devices such as line 
doublers and quadru- 
plers, and ensures 
compatibility with 
future video formats 
such as HDTV. Its 
7-inch CRTs, though 
not capable of pro- 
ducing as bright a 
picture as the Runco 
IDP-980 Ultra, which 
employs 8-inch pic- 
ture tubes, will pro- 
duce a sufficiently 
bright picture on a 
properly chosen 
screen. In our studio, 
we used a Stewart 
StudioTek 130 perfo- 
rated screen with an aspect ratio 
of 1.85 and gain of 1.3 (actually a 
bit lower because of the perfora- 
tions). We probably could have 
gone down a bit in screen size and 
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changed out the perforated screen 
to achieve even better brightness 
with HD-500, but even with these 
handicaps, the Dwin was able to 
produce a sufficiently bright pic- 
ture. That is, as long as we kept 
tight control over the ambient 
light situation in our room (read: 
utter blackness). 

An odd thing about the Dwin 
HD-500 is the absence of an NTSC 
decoder in the unit, which makes 
the use of an external decoder an 
absolute necessity. For those wish- 
ing to use the projector for basic 
NTSC video operating at a hori- 
zontal scanning 
rate of 15.75 kHz, 
Dwin makes a 
$1,250 external 
decoder called the 
VC-5, which will 
also allow you to 
use the projector 
to display source 
material recorded 
in the PAL video 
standard. Most 
users, however, will 
opt to purchase the 
$3,500 Dwin LD-2 
line doubler to use 
for outboard decod- 
ing. For those wish- 
ing to go this route, 
Dwin offers both 
the projector and 
line doubler as a 
package, and 
shaves $500 off the total price. 
Feel free to use this extra cash for 
incidental items such as rent; 
after all, a home theater requires 
a home first and foremost. 

The HD-500 may lack an NTSC 
decoder, but another item that’s 


missing from it is something we 
can actually live without: an inter- 
nal fan. Front projectors of every 
type generally use fans to cool the 
internal electronics, a necessary 
evil that results in a constant, low- 
level whirring sound that becomes 
audible when the music and 
effects in a movie’s soundtrack die 
down. Most learn to live with it; 
others find it so objectionable that 
it dictates their decision not to pur- 
chase a front-projection system at 
all. In the design of the HD-500, 
Dwin’s engineers began with high- 
efficiency power supplies and then 
figured out a way to route the 
thermal output of heat-generating 
components within the projector 
to the unit’s aluminum chassis, 
thus causing it to act as a heat 
sink. The result is near silence 
when you turn on the HD-500. 

Setup of the HD-500 was easier 
than we expected. Dwin’s repre- 
sentative had the projector con- 
verged for two different aspect 
ratios within an hour and a half's 
time; weeks later, when we our- 
selves experimented with setup 
and convergence, we found the 
process to be fairly intuitive and 
quick. Dwin makes setup easy by 
providing a number of useful 
internal test patterns, including a 
needle pulse for setting contrast, 
and a gray scale for setting white 
balance. (Of course, any CRT 
front-projection system should be 
professionally installed.) 

In converging the HD-500, you 
first establish mechanical focus on 
each of the red, green, and blue 
CRTs for the center and edges of 


A Breakthrough! 
“Definitive’s New 


BP2002 Achieves 





An Impossible 
Dream.” 


—Peter Moncrieff, /nternational Audio Review 


At $999 ea., the bipolar BP2002 with dual builtin 125-watt 
powered 12 subwoofers approaches the ultimate 
performance of Definitive s reference flagship BP2000. 


Your Dream Comes True 


hen Stereo Review's Julian Hirsch 

wrote of the BP2000, “...I would 
choose these speakers for myself," 
we were thrilled and honored by 
this highest of compliments. In fact, 
since its introduction last year, 
Definitive's top-of-the-line BP2000 
has clearly established itself as the 
most award-winning and highly 
reviewed speaker of all time. 

Now, our newest breakthrough, the 
BP2002, incorporates similar cutting- 
edge technologies in order to achieve 
mind-boggling sonic performance 
which closely approaches that of our 
flagship BP2000. And most important- 
ly, the BP2002's significantly lower 
price and more compact size will 





Music & Movie Perfection 


The extraordinary BP2002s incorpo- 
rate bipolar technology, which turns 
your whole room into a sweet spot 
with three-dimensional depth and a 
huge sonic image ideal for music and 
movie perfection. Truly a unique com- 
bination of delicately detailed musical- 
ity and totally controlled brute force 
for your ultimate listening pleasure! 

Whether incorporated in a super 
audiophile stereo music system or 
combined with matching CLR2002 
center channel ($499 ea.) and our 
bipolar rears for a truly remarkable 
AC-3* ready home theater system, 
Definitive's magnificent BP2002 will 
achieve your impossible dream, too. 


Definitive Technology’ 


"The Leader in High-Performance Loudspeakers 
11105 Valley Hts. Dr. * Baltimore, MD 21117 • (410) 363-7148 
Visit us at http://www.soundsite.com/definitive. “Registered Trademark 


allow many more lucky listeners like — *- - - умы | — 

i а a ac I ua а aa rea - 
yourself to OWN Sp eakers of this Experience sonic ecstasy! Hear for yourself why top high-end guru 
ultimate quality level. 


Peter Moncrieff raved the “BP2002 achieves an impossible dream.” 
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See our dealer list on page 186 
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C. The LD-2 line 
doubler performed 
nearly as well as 
units we've 
reviewed costing 
much, much more. 
D. A digital comb 
filter on the LD-2 
helps reduce dot 
crawl and hanging 


dots to a minimum. 


==] System of the Month 
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the image; you then proceed to 
electronic focus, geometry, and 
convergence adjustments. Once 
global convergence is established, 
fine convergence featuring 100 
points can be used to dial in your 
adjustments to perfection. There 
are nine possible settings per 
scan frequency, with a total of 60 
source memories on the projector, 
which will allow the installer to 
set every conceivable aspect ratio 
you'd need for your home theater 
and then some. Settings are stored 
in the HD-500’s menu system, 
where you can name them for 
later recall. 


LD-2 Line Doubler 

At $3,500, Dwin’s LD-2 line dou- 
bler is one of the least expensive 
doublers on the market. In the 
past, we've seen inexpensive line 
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doublers cause more problems 
than they solved by introducing 
digital artifacts. This wasn’t the 
case at all with the LD-2. 

Line doublers serve to fill in the 
scan lines in an NTSC image. On 
a 100-inch screen, the benefits of 
line doubling technology immedi- 
ately become apparent: Visible 
scan lines disappear, leaving a 
seamless, filmlike image onscreen. 
The LD-2 accomplishes this feat 
by digitizing the incoming inter- 
laced video signal—essentially a 
series of frames (30 per second), 
each consisting of two video fields; 
each field represents half of the 
lines in a 525-line NTSC video 
frame. The LD-2 holds two video 
frames at a time in memory, and 
its line interpolation circuit then 
compares them for motion differ- 
ences. The interpolated frames 
are output at twice the rate of the 
incoming interlaced signal, and 


System LD2 


scanned progressively, meaning 
that the image you ultimately see 
consists of twice as many fields 
displayed sequentially within the 
same period of time. 

Aside from doubling the scan 
frequency of the incoming video 
signal, the LD-2 has several other 
features which serve to enhance 
the quality of the displayed video 
image. Its digital comb filter does 





avery good job of reducing dot 
crawl and hanging dots, and an 
adjustable video noise reduction 
circuit helps to reduce visible 
noise from poor-quality laserdisc 
transfers. Picture settings for 
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We've just released a 
picture that’s better than 
anything youd see here. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, you are cordially invited to the next showing of SharpVision. 
a ES Now, thanks to our Super High Brightness, we've got a picture that combines razor- 
М H Л i P | ) | | N sharp clarity with a brightnes$'that surpasses most movie theaters. And it's playing 
in a place where the popcorn’s better anyway... your own home. No bulky boxes. 

No three beam convergence headaches. Just 40”, up to a massive 200”, of crisp, bright picture. So if you really 
want to see a memorable picture, don’t go to the movies. Go to a SharpVision dealer. Call 1-800-BE-SHARP. Or 
visit our web site at http://www.sharp-usa.com. Then sit back, relax and enjoy the show. 


LCD FROM SHARP MINDS 
COME SHARP PRODUCTS” 


Sa 





©1996 Sharp Electronics Corporation. 
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==? System of the Month 








A. Brian found the 
SR-96 to be much 
easier to set up 
than Yamaha’s 
DSP-A3090. 

B. Unfortunately, 
the receiver’s 
performance was 
significantly 
better on music 


than movies. 
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brightness, contrast, color, tint, 
sharpness, and video noise reduc- 
tion can be stored in memory for 
each video input, and three per- 
sonal preference settings can also 
be created and applied to any of 
the LD-2’s inputs. The unit acts 
as a switcher, with a total of seven 
video inputs, including four com- 
posite, two S-video, and one RGB 
input (for use with PCs). Output 
to the projector is from RGB+S 
(sync) jacks. 

Having seen the state of the art 
in front projection in our own 
studio, we can comfortably say 
that the Dwin HD-500/LD-2 
combo compares favorably to the 


pricey high-end behemoths. The 
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projected image was detailed, 
sharp and virtually free of arti- 
facts— which is a testament to the 
quality of the LD-2 line doubler. 
We actually had to search through 
several discs to find material that 
would break up to any significant 
degree, and the only instance 
where this occurred was in scenes 
where diagonal lines tracked 
against panned camera motions: 
a torture test for any line doubler, 
even $15,000 ones. 

The benefits of a line-doubled 
front-projection system are so 
great that we consider any video 
enthusiast lacking one, ourselves 
included, to be grievously 
deprived. Which is why we're glad 
the $15,000 Dwin HD-500/LD-2 
system exists: It provides perfor- 


mance approaching that of the 





Runco and Vidikron systems at 
literally half the price. The Dwin 
HD-500/LD-2 combo is one that 
we'd be perfectly happy to have in 
our own home theaters. 


— Al Griffin 


Marantz SR-96 A/V Receiver 
Being new around here, I’ve been 
trying to discretely listen to con- 
versations, dropping some com- 
ments here and there to see if 
anyone bites, thinking I might 
expose an ugly prejudice against 
A/V receivers. lve had a sneaky 
feeling that anything with an 
AM/FM tuner in it might be seen 
as a lower caste piece of equip- 
ment. “Oh man, you gotta get sep- 
arates,” I’ve heard in the past. It’s 
been a few weeks now, and I’m 
starting to feel as though I cooked 
this up in my own mind. I’m wait- 
ing to pounce, trying to put words 
in Brent and Al’s mouths, but I’ve 
got no definitive proof. I can hear 
3rent bellowing, "The *@*! set 
me up!” It wouldn't be the first 
time Brent called me a name, 


deservedly or not. 
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Every time YOU 
Start to leave 


the house, | 
youll be ASKING 


yourself, 
hy? 
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NETWORK SYSTEMS 


A HUGHES ELECTRONICS COMPANY SS 


DIGITAL SATELLITE SYSTEM 
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C. This old thang 

is being replaced 
with the super-cool 
RC-2000 remote 


as we speak! 


the September '96 HT. 


System of the Month 


So I've let go; I approached the 
Marantz SR-96 with pure inten- 
tions and no pre-judging. There's 
nothing inherently bad about a 
tuner. Just because I haven't 
become a National Public Radio 
junkie yet, doesn't mean I won't. 
That's just one of my “yets.” These 
days, there's so much processing 
and converting and amplifying and 
routing going on in these black 
boxes called A/V receivers that 
you have to wonder. 

The Marantz SR-96, weighing in 
at 32 pounds, uses a dual DSP sur- 
round sound proces- 
sor, delivers Dolby 
Pro Logic, and is THX 
certified. The SR-96 is 
also Dolby AC-3- 


ready, with rear-panel —— 
RCA jacks that Em EU A no 


accept discrete 5.1- ET 
channel inputs, 
enabling it to work 
with the Marantz 
DP-870 Dolby Digital 
processor reviewed in 


Power output in the 
surround mode is 110 
watts for the front 
channels and 90 watts 
for the surround chan- 
nels into 8 ohms. The 
SR-96's THX certifica- 
tion allows it to drive 
speaker impedances of 
3.2 ohms and higher. The sur- 
round modes available are THX 
Cinema, Dolby Pro Logic, movie 
surround, 3CH Logic, hall, matrix, 
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апа mono. Movie surround has а 
longer delay time (from 40 to 90 
milliseconds) for use in “very 
large” rooms. Matrix surround is 
intended for sporting events or 
outdoor broadcasts, giving a wider 
surround area. These DSP modes 
aren't overkill, like what we found 
on Yamaha's DSP-A3090 integrated 
amp. Of course, you might want to 
pretend that Bob Dylan tribute 
was in a cathedral. 

The clean front-panel design is 
a nice balance between having too 
many buttons and having to use 
the remote control for every func- 
tion. The back panel has five pre 
out/main in jacks 
along with an output 
for a subwoofer. 
Speaker connections 
accept banana jacks, 
which is a good 
thing. We like 
banana jacks so 


much we think a 
nice sugary break- 
fast cereal should 
be created in their 
honor. There’s four 
audio inputs and five 
video inputs, plus a 
front-panel auxiliary 
input. Each video 
input has an S-video 
option, which is 
great, but the 
onscreen display 
will work only when 
you re using compos- 
ite connections between your 
monitor and video components. 
Man, penalized for trying to get 
the best picture! Two AC outlets, 
one switched and one unswitched, 
are also on the back panel. 


You can make a music tape and 
record a videotape at the same 
time with the dual-record output 


selector. I’m trying to imagine a 





a 24 


situation where that would be 
necessary —maybe you need to 
record “Fresh Aire" and Master- 
piece Theater at the same time. 
Hey, you're covered. 

The AM/FM tuner has 30 sta- 
tion presets with a station-naming 
function. That's about as exciting 
as it gets with tuners. The P Scan 
button on the front panel scans all 
of your programmed stations. 

To use the multiroom feature, 
you'll need to purchase an IR-92 
remote control unit and remote 
control signal receiver, which will 
control the tuner and a CD player 
or tape deck connected to the 
SR-96. The IR-92 package is priced 
at $99. But don't get too far away — 
the SR-96 needs to be connected 
to the multiroom receiver by 
coaxial cable with RCA jacks as 
terminators. 

I found setup and calibration 
easy and intuitive. The onscreen 





A bullet-proof 


argument for the 


new B&W 600 Series. 


The use of our patented Kevlar? cones 






is reason enough to choose the new B&W 600 Series. 
After all. Kevlar has always been the standard 
in B&W's best and most expensive 


loudspeakers. 




























P But that's just the’ start of our bullet- 
KEVLAR" IS USED IN BULLET- 


proof argument. Because B&W's top-gun 
PROOF VESTS AND HIGH-END engineers loaded a barrage of technical 
innovations into an entire family of 


B&W LOUDSPEAKERS LIKE THE eR " à 
affordable. high performance speakers — 


LEGENDARY B&W MATRIX 801 the B&W 600 Series. 


Our metal dome tweeters — borrowed 
AND CELEBRATED SILVER 


from the Matrix 8015 – provide near- 

SIGNATURE. ITS MAGIC LIES IN perfect response to well beyond audibility. 
Beveled cabinet edges and solidly 

ITS ABILITY TO ELIMINATE THE braced enclosures minimize box 

EFFECTS OF RESONANCE AND resonance and the effects of diffraction 

for truly transparent sound. 


STANDING WAVES, ESPECIALLY Gold-plated speaker terminals allow for 


biwiring to reduce component cross-talk. 
IN CRITICAL MID-RANGE FRE- 


You can choose from a full line of 
QUENCIES. SO ALL YOU HEAR speakers ranging from bookshelf to floor 


standing. center channel to surround 
IS PURE, UNCOLORED MUSIC. : ! 
sound, even an active subwoofer. 
Prices start at just $400 a pair. 

End of argument. Any questions? Fire away. 
Call 1-800-370-3740. 





The new B&W 600 Series 


B&W Loudspeakers of America, 

global jazz grooves (CD) 54 Concord Street, North Reading, MA 01864 
for info: 312.880.5379 fax tel 1-800-370-3740 fax 508-664-4109 
<Staves@interaccess.com> Listen and You'll See Kevlar is a registered trademark of Dupont 


NO 
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Custom installed 
loudspeakers deliver 
the spun of music 





throughout your home. 
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Wall-mount controls 
enable you to operate 
your equipment from a 
remote location. 








Custom A/V products 
are designed to expand, 
control, optimize and 
automate your system. 










Systems Integration 
Amplifiers™ offer a 
modern approach to 
whole-house distributed 
audio systems. 













Niles Audio Corporation 
P.O. Box 160818 
Miami, FL 33116 





In Canada: Aralex Acoustics 
(604) 873-4475 
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The Home 
Entertainment 


Superhighway 


Observations by Ivan Zuckerman, President of Niles. — No. T in a series 











For the name and number of your nearest authorized Niles 
dealer call 1-800-BUY-HIFI (1-800-289-4434). 





The Superhighway referred to here is a natural evolution of 
today's home entertainment systems. And at its hub stands 
something quite familiar: Your home theater. 


The popularity of home theaters 
attests as much to the enjoyment of 
movies and music as to the ease with 
which A/V products can be incorporated 
into an interior design. Increasingly, 
home theater owners realize that they 
can export this entertainment environ- 
ment to other areas of their home. 
Simple, inexpensive additions such as 
in-wall speakers and wall-mount controls 
can turn any theater into a powerful 
whole-house music center, delivering 
tunes wherever and whenever you want. 
As the acknowledged leader in custom- 
installed audio/video products and 
accessories, Niles helps you unlock the 
vast potential of your home theater. 

Technologies such as Digital Video 
Disk (DVD) promise to expand the role 
of home theaters. DVD unites the worlds 
of audio, video, and computers to 
unleash a dazzling array of entertainment, 
education, and information choices. 

As new technology boosts the power 
and versatility of your home theater, 
Niles will remain — as always — a few 
steps ahead, designing and building 
products that make systems perform 
better and work smarter. Count on Niles 
to help vou navigate the Home 


Entertainment Superhighway. 


A NILES. 


BLENDING. HIGH FrDELITY 
AND ARCHITECTURE™ 
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displays were easy to follow. It 
took next to no time to calibrate 
the system, unlike the Yamaha 
DSP-A3090. Unfortunately, the 
remote I used was to be replaced 
with the new RC-2000 system 
remote control. Marantz had just 
received the new remotes as we 
went to press so I didn't have the 
opportunity to try the remote, 
which will also be available sepa- 
rately for $250. The RC-2000 is the 
result of lots of research by 
Marantz to find out that people 
don't want to use more than one 
remote. This one controls 10 com- 
ponents, and from the photo I saw 
it looks user-friendly enough. It 
includes backlit keys and an LCD 
panel with learning capability. 
Initially the remote has Marantz 


codes and Thomson codes for DSS. 


To check out the sound quality 
of the receiver in Pro Logic mode, 
І watched the tank chase scene 
from the latest James Bond film, 
GoldenEye. It's a tough scene for 
a system to do, with all that metal 
scraping pavement and cars being 
crushed, buildings demolished — 
no one gets killed as I remember, 
that would be gratuitous. But it's a 























helluva sound test. 
The sound steering, 
or movement from 
speaker to speaker, DWIN 
was good, but after a 





Marantz 


while, the sound 


Atlantic Technology 


"| System of the Month 





contributed to the grating quality 
of the higher frequencies. Listen- 
ing to the same scene in the THX 


mode didn't help. But music 
through the SR-96 was an alto- 


gether different experience. Put 


simply, it sounded great. I could 


be happy using it to listen to 
music and movies that weren't 


hardcore noisy action films. And, 


of course, it's perfect for National 


Public Radio. 


— Brian Clark 


252.1LR Satellite Speaker 
253.1C Center Speaker 
254.1SR Surround Speaker 
262 PBM Subwoofer 

Total System Price 


Atlantic Technology 

343 Vanderbilt Ave. 

Norwood, MA 02062 

(617) 762-6300 

Circle Reader Service No. 512 
Dealer Locator Code ATL 


Dwin HD-500 Front Projector 
LD-2 Line Doubler 


Dwin Electronics, Inc. 

5838 San Fernando Rd., Unit D 
Glendale, CA 91201 

(818) 956-1608 

Circle Reader Service No. 513 
Dealer Locator Code DWI 


Marantz SR-96 A/V Receiver 


Marantz America 
440 Medinah Rd. 
Roselle, IL 60172 
(708) 307-3100 

Circle Reader Service No. 515 
Dealer Locator Code MAR 








became fatiguing. Compared to 
the Yamaha DSP-A3090, the 
Marantz had a smaller stage and 
the sound wasn't as full, which 
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$369/pair 


$319 


$399/pair 


$649 


about $1,700 


$12,000 
$3,500 


$1,600 











Attractive, Intelligent, and 
a Guaranteed Turn-On,. 


| D D 





The IntelliPad features a 
built-in Speaker Relay that 
mutes the local speakers. In a 
multiple keypad system, only 
the room you re in turns on, so 
you Il never accidentally dis- 
turb others. The IntelliPads in 
the other rooms display that the 
system is on, but muted locally. 


Advanced surtace-mount 


semiconductor technology 
packs the processing power of 
a personal computer into à 
space the size ofa light switch. 
A lithium back-up battery 
protects the program memory 
for up to ten years. 


Introducing the IntelliPad, the perfect companion n The IntelliPad's unique Power Status Synchroni- 
to any A/V system. The world's first programma- zation circuitry actually knows when your system is 
ble wall-mount IR keypad system with built-in on, and won't turn it off by mistake. Unlike IR 


intelligence, the IntelliPad learns IR commands repeater systems and other keypads, the IntelliPad 
from your hand-held remotes. But, unlike hand-held remotes, it puts you and your equipment in perfect harmony. No more “press 
and pray "— waiting endlessly for something to happen only to 
end up frustrated and unfulfilled. 

‘This advanced automation technology enables 
you to create dozens of trouble-free sequences (macros). Each 
macro can contain up to 10 consecutive IR commands. This 
powerful combination of synchronization and macro 

programming makes reliable one-button control a reality, even 








can never be misplaced. 

The IntelliPad’s attractive design and geometrically 
shaped buttons beckon you to reach out and touch it. But the 
IntelliPad is more than just a pretty faceplate. 

The IntelliPad is as smart as it is attractive. It solves 
the most common problem associated with controlling a 
remotely located A/V system—knowing whether your 





equipment 15 on or off If youve — if your system contains a variety of components from different 
ever pressed a button and won- The IntellPad controls manufacturers. With the IntelliPad, : < 
dered if it actually did some- „удару brandormode! YOU simply select the source and the 
PintelliPad RE thing, then you know what we're  ofstandard IR remote- _ IntelliPad's microprocessor does the rest. 2= bE 
| Киш talking about. You become impa- controlled equipment. For a guaranteed turn-on, call Bel e 
багамен tient, press the button again, and 1-800-BUY-HIFI for more information, | “= © ¢ 


displays whether your 
жолын үү find that you did the exact oppo- 


equipment is on or off site of what vou intended. 





NILES or visit your local authorized Niles 
» dealer for a face-to-face introduction. 


IM 


BLENDING HIGH FIDELITY AND ARCHITECTURE 


NILES AUDIO CORPORATION, INC. P.O. BOX 160818 MIAMI, FLORIDA 33116 TEL: (305) 238-4373 FAX: (305) 238-0185 


©1995 Niles Audio Corporation, Inc. Niles and the Niles Logo are registered trademarks of Niles Audio Corporation, Inc. IntelliPad and Blending High Fidelity and 
Architecture are trademarks of Niles Audio Corporation, Inc. Decora is a registered trademark of Leviton Manufacturing Co., Inc. AD00012 HTT 12/95 
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Unique user features launch the 


work into space. 





" | by Al Griffin 
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. remember a period of time about 20 years ago when 
Га occasionally look up at the sky to make sure a 
. flaming piece of Skylab wasn't hurtling toward me at 
100 million miles per second. Nowadays I look to the 
sky for my television programming. With a grand total 
of four direct-broadcast satellite systems currently in 
orbit, providing North Americans with seemingly as 
many channels as there are stars in the heavens, it 
appears that space is getting a little crowded. The final 
frontier might be considerably vaster than the American 
West, but I predict that even outer space will get con- 
gested by the time the market for DBS services reaches 
full saturation. 

A recent entrant into the cosmic world of DBS is the 
DISH Network, a full-service direct-broadcast satellite 
system featuring premium movie channels, pay-per-view 
offerings, music-only channels, and all the other types 
of programming you'd find on DirecTV and USSB 
(with the glaring exception of the metal channel). Its 
parent company, EchoStar, has been manufacturing 
hardware for consumer C-band satellite systems since 
1980; DISH Network customers will presumably benefit 
from the company’s extensive experience in servicing 
that community. 

The DISH Network system consists of an 18-inch 
dish, a digital receiver, and a universal remote that uses 
radio signals to control the receiver and IR signals to 
control other types of equipment. At present, the com- 
pany employs a single satellite for the system, with a 
second launch scheduled for September, and two more 
planned for next year. The additional satellites will allow 
the DISH Network to expand its programming options 


to provide consumers with mo’ better channels when 
they turn on their TVs. The digital compression scheme 
used for the system is MPEG-2 (the scheme used in 
competing systems, most of which are not true MPEG- 
2, is referred to as MPEG-15). Not that the DISH Net- 
work has substantially better picture quality than its 
competitors, but issues of compatibility with 
future digital video products, such as the 
digital VCR, might eventually arise. By 
using true MPEG-2, DISH Network has its 
bases covered. 

Up till now, distribution for the DISH 
Network has been through small satel- 
lite companies, most of which seem to be 
operated by people with missing teeth and 
license plate frames saying “When guns are 
outlawed, only outlaws will have guns” 
(fade in banjo theme music from Deliver- 
ance). According to EchoStar, that will have 
changed this fall when DISH Network sys- 
tems should be available in major consumer 
electronics chain stores. Like Primestar, one of the ben- 
efits to the DISH Network is its linear organization: 
The hardware, programming, and billing are all from 
the same company. This is quite different from the 
situation with DSS, where you're dealing with a grand 
total of three corporate entities at any given time. Should 
problems ever arise, one customer service call to the 
DISH Network is all you'll need to make. 

Installing the DISH Network hardware involves about 
the same amount of hassle as you’d encounter with any 
of the minidish systems: You'll probably end up climb- 
ing around on the roof, and will need some basic tools 








WHAT'S INSIDE 
e The DISH Network 


* ADA Millennium 
Multiroom A/V System 


* Toshiba M-782 Hi-Fi 
VHS VCR 


* Legend Audio 
Model 4000 In-Walls 
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A. The front panel 
is pretty plain-jane, 
except for a few 
important buttons 
you'll need to oper- 
ate the receiver. 

B. You'll find a 
high-speed data 
port on the back 
panel, which might 
just come in handy 


some day. 


GEAR GUIDE 


DISH Network 


and supplies, including a drill and 
appropriate bits, a hammer, and 
some clips to fasten down the long 
runs of coaxial cable from the dish 
to the receiver. For the intrepid 
DIY-er, DISH Network sells a self- 
installation kit that includes the 
majority of supplies you'll need to 
get the system up and running. 

In the grand tradition of satellite 
gear, the DISH Network receiver's 
front panel is completely 
unadorned, with the exception of 
the few important buttons you'll 
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need to operate the unit. The back 
panel features one S-video and 
two composite video outputs; two 
audio outputs; a phone jack for 
automatic pay-per-view ordering 
via remote; F-type connectors for 
antenna input and running the 
receiver's output to the TV with 
coaxial cable; and a high-speed 
data port for future uses, such as 
data reception and hookup to a 
digital VCR (something we hope 
to one day see). An additional 
antenna input exists for connect- 
ing the UHF antenna that receives 
commands from the remote. 

The range of the UHF remote is 
150 feet, which is enough leeway 


50 Ноте Theater/October 1996 


to operate the receiver from any 
room in the house should you 
decide to hook up a second 
audio/video system to the DISH 
Network. The remote itself is small 
and uncomplicated, concentrating 
the important controls in the 
center for easy access while chan- 
nel surfing. A mode button at the 
top allows for switching between 
remote control of the receiver, a 
TV, a VCR, and an auxiliary device 
in your system; the current mode 
is indicated by an LED located 
directly above the mode button. 





— —— TE a 
= DN ass A\ ot 
-— (idle — 








Although the DISH Network’s 
onscreen menu system cosmeti- 
cally resembles that of the Sony 
and RCA DSS systems, there are 
a few significant differences 
between each unit’s interface. 
What the DISH Network has that 
the DSS systems lack is a browse 
feature that allows you to use the 
remote to surf through guide list- 
ings while continuing to watch the 
currently selected program. On 
the RCA unit, channel surfing 
involves entering a guide screen 
that cuts out both the audio and 
the video of the program you'd 
been watching; the Sony unit, on 
the other hand, blocks out the 
video, but passes the audio, allow- 


ing for a degree of continuity. For 
TV addicts with a limited attention 
span (i.e., most viewers) DISH 
Network's multi-tasking browse 
feature far surpasses either of 
those systems' guide-surfing 
solutions. Seamless continuity 
exists between present and future: 
Present meaning the program 
you're currently watching but are 
bored with; future meaning the 
fascinating program you're going 
to switch to after locating it in 
the guide. 

The DISH Network’s other 
guide features are similar to what 
you'd see in the competing DBS 
systems. There’s a theme button 
on the remote that takes you to a 
screen listing various theme 
categories; you can create a cus- 
tomized favorite channel list 
and later call it up for browsing; 
V-chip-type controls allow you to 
create general ratings locks, or 
specific locks that will block out 
certain programs with child- 
sensitive content, such as violence 
or nudity. An info screen displays 
the start and end time of a particu- 
lar program, the channel logo, and 
a synopsis box with a brief descrip- 
tion of the program. Last, but cer- 
tainly not least, the view button on 
the remote will immediately take 
you out of whatever complicated 
menu subscreen you've entered, 
safely delivering you back to the 
last selected program. 

DISH Network programming is 
similar to what you'd find on other 
DBS systems. An abridged listing 
would include multichannel (East 
and West Coast) feeds of Cine- 
max, HBO, and Showtime, CNN, 
MTV, E!, TNT, TBS, the Weather 
Channel, Comedy Central, and 





DIRECTV MAKES THE BEST IN SATELLITE TV AFFORDABLE 


ith over 175 channels 
Ws, digital picture and 
sound, DIRECTV” is the 
quality leader in the 
growing world of satel- 
_ lite television. And now 





it's at its best price ever. 
Because DIRECTV is giving you $200 
cash back on hardware priced as low as 
$399. Just buy an 18" DSS® system of 
your choice and pre-pay for a year's 
subscription to Total Choice" program- 
ming by December 31, 1996. DIRECTV 
will send you a certificate good for your 
choice of either a $200 check or a $200 
programming credit. 

With an 18" DSS dish and DIRECTV, 
you'll get more entertainment than you 
ever dreamed possible. The most popu- 
lar cable channels. Up to 55 different 
pay per view movies a night. And 31 
commercial-free music channels. An 
interactive on-screen 
program guide makes 
it easy to see what's 
on. And ratings limits 
and channel lock-outs 
help you control what 
your family watches. 

For the sports fan, 
there's NFL SUNDAY TICKET," with up 
to 13 games every Sunday during the 
regular season. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
isn't available on cable or any other 
mini-dish system. Plus, DIRECTV offers 
more sports coverage than you'll find on 


cable or other mini-dish systems with 





great packages from the NBA, NHL, 
Major League Baseball and NCAA foot- 
ball and basketball. 

The DSS system is available from the 
best brand names in the business. Your 
local consumer electronics or satellite 
retailer can help you select the DSS 
system that's right for you. These 
quality DSS system manufacturers 
include RCA, Sony, Philips, Sanyo, 
Toshiba, ProScan, Uniden, Samsung, 
HNS (Hughes Network Systems), 
Panasonic, GE, Hitachi and Daewoo. 


For the best in satellite television, It's Got To Be DIRECTV 


The DSS system is proven technology 
that has become the fastest selling con- 
sumer electronics product in history. 
Here's why DIRECTV and the DSS system 
have been so successful: 


> Programming selection includes over 175 
channels of excellent prod- 
uct with many channels not 
available on cable, other 
mini-dish systems or the 
"Big" C-band dishes. 


> Ideal complement to 
home theater - access to 
the best digital technology 
with superior picture and 
sound so you can get the most out of your big- 
screen TV and surround-sound equipment. 


> Access to up to 55 pay per view movies 
a night at only $2.99 each with easy on- 
screen ordering using your remote control. 


»- 24-hour, user-controlled on-screen TV pro- 
gramming guide and menu of all system options. 





> 24-hour customer service from DIRECTV. 


> Unprecedented control of viewing: 

* Locks & Limits feature helps parents 
control what their family watches by locking 
out channels and setting ratings limits. 

e Per purchase spending control over pay 
, per view. 


> The DSS system was designed to be 
fully compatible with local broadcast sta- 
tions. With a push of a button you can 
switch between the DSS system and your 
local TV stations. 


> Owning the hardware is more cost effi- 
cient than renting from cable companies or 
other mini-dish systems and the DSS 18" dish is 
so small and easy to mount it's hardly noticeable. 


> The DSS system works with your current 
TV or home entertainment system. 


No other mini-dish system offers the 
widest selection of programming, exclu- 
sive sports packages and equipment 
from the most trusted names in con- 
sumer electronics. That's why more than 
1.8 million people have joined the 
DIRECTV revolution. 


For the choice of movies, cable and sports packages 
you cant get anywhere else, 
It's Got To Be DIRECTV. Satellite TV At Its Best. 


1-800-730-4742 





DIRECT V. 


SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST 


Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.directv.com Also available for bars and restaurants. Blackout restrictions apply. Sports programming requires a continuous landline 
phone connection to DSS receiver and a DIRECTV subscription. A $2.00 order assistance fee is applied to phone-in orders. Pay per view movie channels are for private viewing only and require a DIRECTV subscription. Commercial 
locations require an appropriate license agreement. Commercial pricing available. Broadcast networks are only available to customers in those limited areas not served by local afiliates. Cash back from DIRECTV offer for new residen- 
tial DIRECTV subscribers who purchase a DSS system and pre-pay a one-year subscription to Total Choice programming package. Customer must remain a continuous Total Choice subscriber for 12 months. If customer does not do so, 
customer will be responsible for the full amount of the programming credit/check. A cash-back certificate good for your choice of either a $200 programming credit or a $200 check from DIRECTV or your DIRECTV service provider will 
accompany your DIRECTV bill. Offer is valid for DSS system purchases and DIRECTV Total Choice subscriptions made before December 31, 1996 and may not be combined with any other offer for DIRECTV services. Hardware prices 
may vary. $200 cash back available from DIRECTV and not the hardware manufacturer or retailer. Hardware and programming sold separately. Equipment specifications may vary in Alaska. NFL SUNDAY TICKET is a registered 
trademark of NFL Enterprises, L.P. (61996 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV, DSS, Total Choice and "DIRECTV. Satellite TV At Its Best." are official trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corporation. This is a paid. 
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GEAR GUIDE 


DISH Network 


Head to Head 


C’mon, Al, what’s the big deal? Yet another DBS 
system in a field that’s already getting crowded 
with me-too products. Sure, this thing has a couple 
of smart features—namely, the radio remote and 
the channel-surfing facility — but those are really 
narrow differentiations that anyone could have 
thought up, and that the competition will copy soon 
enough. Otherwise, it’s the same video and audio 
quality, pretty much the same channels, the same 
price, and the same installation. 

What Ра like to see from a DBS system is a clear 
advantage in programming — not just the fact that 
one has the Movie Channel or MSNBC when another 
one doesn't. Why don't these companies get off 
their butts and do some programming of 
their own? They've already created music 
channels that are a lot more listenable than 
the radio. Why not do the same for movies, 
with a serious effort to present programming 
of interest to movie buffs: more letterboxed 
programming, and an active effort to present 
unheralded classics and more genre films. 
MTV does a decent job of packaging genres 
of music into different programs, so you can 
skip the junk you know you're going to hate; 
why can't DBS providers do more than pro- 
vide recent-release, run-of-the-mill movie 
channels and PPV? 

This is a new service. Presumably, 
EchoStar could have learned something 
from DSS's (few) mistakes, and actually = 
come out with something that’s not just new, = 
but improved. Where’s the DBS Internet ser- 
vice we’ve heard about? Where’s Dolby Digital? 





Channel. Sports fans will also rue 
the lack of certain sports channels, 
such as the Madison Square 
Garden Network. Pay-per-view 
offerings, though not nearly as 
extensive as what you'd get with 
DirecTV and USSB, do include 
many recent-release movies— 
none of which, unfortunately, are 
presented in the widescreen 
format. The price for program- 
ming packages ranges from $20 to 
$50 per month, and pay-per-view 
selections are $2.99 each. 

The quality of the DISH Net- 
work’s digital video is comparable 
to that of other DBS sys- 

tems, meaning that it’s 

significantly better 
than cable, and about 
on par with the resolu- 


owning the hardware, and would 
prefer to lease it, there’s Primes- 
tar; for those interested in pur- 
chasing the hardware, there’s 
DISH Network, AlphaStar, and 


tion of laserdisc. Using 
an S-video cable to 
hook up the receiver to 
a TV made a significant 
difference: Images took 
on a smooth, noiseless 
quality which we pre- 
ferred to those produced 





DSS. The differences in price, 
programming, and quality between 
the various systems are marginal; 
the real differences lie in the inter- 


using the receiver's 
composite video output. 
Digital artifacts were 
negligible: The only 
time we perceived any 
significant image 
breakup was in visually 
intricate scenes where 


face and convenience features. The 
DISH Network provides all of the 
benefits found in the competing 
systems, and even manages to 
edge them out with their unique 
and highly useful browse feature. 
The sheer volume of programming 


RECALL 


RECORD 11 


> >> 


UHF 


dish. 


The technology’s out there, but the product’s not. 


There are a lot of compelling reasons to get into 
direct-broadcast satellite, but right now, I don’t see a 
compelling reason to choose one service over another. 


С. No matter how 
deep you get into 
the program guide, 
the view button will 
always take you 
back to the program 


you were watching. 


— Brent Butterworth 


others too numerous to mention 
here. A few channels that we'd 
like to see, however, aren't avail- 
able, including American Movie 
Classics, Bravo, the Independent 
Film Channel, and the Sundance 
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there was a good amount of 
rapid onscreen motion. The qual- 
ity of the digital audio was also 
quite good, and certainly 
comparable to what we'd heard 
from competing DBS systems. 

With an increasing amount of 

DBS options on the market, your 
decision about which one to 
acquire should be based 





on how each system 
addresses your particular needs. 
For those who aren't interested in 





Overall Rating 


isn't exactly there yet, but that sit- 
uation is sure to change once they 


== 


launch a few more satellites. ^ 





The DISH Network 


EchoStar Communications Corp. 
90 Inverness Circle East 
Englewood, CO 80155 

(303) 799-8222 

Circle Reader Service No. 516 
Dealer Locator Code DSN 
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THE MOVIES ON SHOWTIME. GET READY FOR SOMETHING POWERFUL. it's entertainen at its most intense starting with.Species, The Usual, Suspects, 


Dangerous Minds, and the biggest Hollywood hits; With 3 channels of Showtime, you've got 3 places to turn for programming excitement. For award-winning.Original Pictures 


and Series. For high-voltage Championship Boxing. For what you won't find anywhere else. ‘At least not on this planet. Call your programming provider today. 


Dangerous Minds, The Usual Suspects & Johnny Mnemonic on Showtime. 


THE SHOWTIME NETWORKS 4 networks * 7 channels 


me 
— — — SHOWTIME FLIX sundance 


channel 





www.showtimeonline.com. © 1996 Showtime Networks Inc. All rights reserved. Showtime, The Movie Channel and FLIX are service marks of Showtime Networks Inc.. a Viacom Company. Sundance Channel is a trademark of Sundance Television, Ltd 
Sundance Channel L.L.C. authorized user. Dangerous Minds © 1995 Buena Vista Distribution 
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GEAR GUIDE 


ADA Millennium 
Multiroom Audio/Video System 


High-end multiroom sound comes down 
a little bit closer to Earth. 


by Brent Butterworth 


MILLENNIUM 
ROOM 1 


TRES BASS TRED 


A. ADA’s Millennium 
can control six 
different zones in 
your house, so you 
can listen to the 

CD player in the 
bedroom and the 
cassette deck on 
the outdoor patio. 
B. Because this 
system’s only avail- 
able through custom 
installers, chances 
are you won't 

even see the back 
panel of your new 


Millennium. 


The more I fool with this multi- 
room audio stuff, the more I 
wonder why it hasn't made its way 
into the average American home. 
Who wouldn't want to have music 
in every room of the house, acces- 
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ROOM 2 


CONTROL 
INPUT/OUTPUT 
FROM WIRE HARNESS ^. 


о. 
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sible from a tiny keypad built into 
the wall? No remote to carry around, 
no running back to the living room 
to turn down the volume, no more 
arguing between family members 
about what to listen to. 

But as soon as I start to look at 
the price lists for most multiroom 
gear, I remember why it's con- 


fined largely to the homes of the 
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rich. Multiroom gear is expensive. 
Typical installations run more than 
$15,000, and it gets a lot higher 
from there. Most of the companies 
that make this kind of gear know 
where their bread is buttered, 
though. They know that the 
custom installers who sell multi- 
room audio and video systems 
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cater to the clientele for whom 
money is little or no object. Thus, 
most of them focus on very high- 
end systems, and few seem to 
have tried to get their prices down. 
Audio Design Associates has a 
rep for creating some of the high- 
est of the high-end multiroom 
systems out there— like their 
amps and surround processors 
(which have won acclaim in this 


magazine), ADA's multiroom sys- 
tems are engineered for excep- 
tional sound quality. And the high- 
quality parts such engineering 
demands don't come cheap. 
Because these guys have been in 
business since way back when 
hardly anyone had even heard of 
custom installation, and because 
they've designed most of their 
products specifically to meet the 
needs of the custom installer, 
they've won a healthy following. 
Thus, you'll find ADA gear in 
some of the most prestigious 
installations in the world. 

still, though, the company's 
Delta 88 multiroom system 
proved to be too high-end for the 
more mainstream customers that 
custom installers are now trying 
to woo (presumably, many rich 
people already have the stuff by 
now). That's why ADA came out 
with the Millennium, an all-in-one 
unit that, at about $7,000 for a six- 
zone system, comes in near the low 
end of the multiroom audio market. 

I've been getting into multiroom 
gear ever since I reviewed the 
McIntosh multiroom system last 
year, so naturally, I was dying to 
see what a company with ADA's 
rep could accomplish. So I bor- 
rowed a Millennium system and 
all its attendant accessories, set up 
an "installation" in and around the 
Home Theater listening room, and 
proceeded to dink around with it 
for several hours. 

Most of what you get with the 
Millennium system is built into a 
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C. The basic system 
comes with five 
light switch-sized 
keypads, which con- 
trol basic functions. 
D. For a little more 
money, you can get 
keypads with 
infrared receivers 
that let you use one 
of ADA’s handheld 
remotes. 

E. Brent dug this 
handheld brass 
beauty for controlling 


the Millennium. 
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ADA Millennium 


single, rack-mount chassis that 
contains the control circuitry for 
six zones, a stereo 30-watt-per- 
channel amp for each zone, and 
circuitry that lets you control your 
source components from any of 
the six zones. The idea is that the 
Millennium main chassis sits in 
your home theater room, and all 
of your source devices (up to 
eight) connect to it. In up to six 
other rooms, then, you have a 
control keypad and a set of stereo 
speakers. From each keypad, you 


can select any source you want to 


listen to, and adjust the volume for 


that zone. All this is indepen- 
dent of the other zones, by 
the way—you can listen to 
the CD player in the bed- 
room, the cassette deck on 
the patio, and the VCR in 


the kitchen. You can also B INI 


control four functions (usu- 
ally play, stop, forward, and 
reverse) on four of the 
sources; on the other four, you 
can control five functions. The 
keypad controls automatically 
switch to whatever source device 
you have selected. 

The basic Millennium system 
comes with five Decora keypads 
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(in black, cream, or white). These 
occupy a single-gang wall box, so 
they take up the same amount of 
room as a light switch. Each 
Decora has source selectors (with 
LEDs to indicate which source is 
selected), an off button, volume up 
and down buttons, and four source 
control keys. (To perform the 
fifth function, you tap the source 
selector twice.) The Decoras are 
perfectly functional, but ADA also 
offers a wide variety of other 
keypads at extra cost, including 
chrome- and brass-plated models, 
wired tabletop controls, a water- 


proof outdoor pad, and double- 
gang wall controls with infrared 
receivers that let you use one of 
ADA’s custom remote 
controls. (You can get a 
basic, black plastic remote, 
or for a more upscale 
look, the brass-plated 
model you see in the photo, 
which I really enjoyed 
using.) Some have illumi- 
nated readouts that tell 
you which source is selected. 
The keypads connect to the 
Millennium through shielded, 
10-conductor wire (Liberty Wire 
and Cable actually offers a special 
Millennium wire designed just for 
this purpose.) The wires from all 
the keypads tie into a junction 
box, which in turn connects to 


the Millennium. But, I’m just 
telling you this to satisfy your 
curiosity—the Millennium’s 
only available through custom 
installers, and your installer will do 
all the wiring and setup. 

The amps use block-style 





speaker terminals—each block 
has little screw connectors that 
secure the wire, and the block 
plugs straight into the Millen- 
nium’s back panel. The blocks 
won't accommodate fat wire, but 
there’s plenty of good, thinner 
wire from companies like Monster, 
XLO, and TARA Labs that will fit 
just fine. (There are also fixed- 
and variable-level line outputs for 
each channel that you can use to 
drive an external amp.) I gave the 
amps a critical listen through a 
pair of NHT SuperOnes, and 
found them pretty much in the 
same high-quality vein as other 
ADA stuff I’ve tried. The amps are 
rated down to 2 ohms, so each 
zone can power up to four pairs of 
8-ohm speakers. 

I feel uncomfortable describing 
the amps’ sonic characteristics in 
detail, though, because I’m not 
sure if I was hearing the amp or 
the effects of the bass and treble 
controls on the Millennium's 
front panel. Because there's no 
center detent or marking on the 
control, it's impossible to set the 
controls for an accurate, flat 
response. I really like the idea of 
having tone controls on a multiroom 
controller— most of the in-wall 
speakers out there need the 
help—but ADA could make this 
unit a lot simpler to use just by 
putting a little mark on the tone 
controls so you could see how 
they're set. 
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ADA Millennium 


Besides amplifying and switch- 
ing the sources and zones, the 
Millennium also works like a pro- 
grammable universal remote. The 
back panel holds an infrared eye, a 
button that lets you enter the pro- 
gramming mode, and several indi- 
cator lights. To enter the codes, 
your installer simply activates the 
program mode, selects the source 
device to be programmed from the 
front panel, holds down the button 
to be programmed (play, stop, etc.), 
points the remote at 
the IR eye on the 
back, and presses 
the appropriate 
button on the remote. 

The Millennium 
sends out the 
infrared remote 
control commands 
through flashers— 
little infrared LEDs 
that connect to the 





Millennium’s back 
panel. Your installer will stick a 
flasher onto the front of each 
source device, right in front of 
the device’s infrared detector. 
You'll barely notice the flashers, 
and they don’t interfere with 
normal remote control operation. 
I had no problem getting the 
remote commands programmed 
into the Millennium, and they 
worked perfectly from all the 
zones I set up. It's really a kick to 
be able to skip to the next track 
on your CD player by pushing a 
button in a different room. If 
you've never tried multiroom gear 
before, this is the feature that will 
really hook you in. 

There's also an optional com- 
posite video switcher that con- 
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nects between the keypad junction 
box and the Millennium main unit. 
The switcher operates transpar- 
ently; it automatically routes the 
video from your selected source 
to the zone you're in, so you don't 
have to operate the system any 
differently. The switcher has eight 
inputs, outputs for eight zones, 
and multipin connectors that inter- 
face it with the keypads and the 
Millennium main unit. I found the 
switcher worked just fine; you 
don't notice its addition to the 
system, and that's just as it should 
be. The switcher may seem expen- 
sive at 52,100, but when you con- 
sider that it's really eight video 
switchers in one (one for each 
zone), it breaks down to only 
about $265 per switcher, which is 
very reasonable. 

ADA also offers a couple of 
accessories worth noting. One's 
an automatic AC power strip that 
connects to the back of the Millen- 
nium and automatically turns on 
whatever source devices you have 
selected. The other is a zone 
tracker, which works in a single 
zone to send out a 5- or 12-volt 
trigger voltage whenever you 
select a certain source, so when 
you select laserdisc in the living 
room, it could automatically close 
the curtains and lower your 
projection screen. 

Besides markings on the tone 
controls, there's one feature I'd 
like to see added to Millennium: 
I wish ADA would include loop- 
through outputs for all the source 
devices. That way, I'd be able to 
connect my sources 
into the Millennium, 


Overall Rating 


can use splitters to send the A/V 
signals to both the Millennium 
and your pre/pro, or you can actu- 
ally make your main home theater 
room one of the zones, and just do 
your switching from the Millen- 
nium main unit or one of the 
remote controls ADA offers. So 
there are plenty of easy ways 
around the problem, but having 
the loop-through outputs would 
simplify hookup, at least in my case. 
The Millennium seems to offer 
everything Га ever want in a multi- 
room system. Multiroom's for the 
family, though, not just for the 
resident gear geek, so what's 
important is that the system oper- 
ates smoothly and intuitively 
enough for anyone to use it. And 
the Millennium does. With its no- 
nonsense keypad design and very 
simple operation steps, anyone 
can just walk up to a keypad, start 
pressing buttons, and get what 
they want in a matter of seconds 
without reading a manual. And if 


you want more zones, you can buy 
more Millenniums and interface 
them with the first one, for a total 
of up to 36 zones. I won't be need- 
ing that anytime soon; if you do, 
you're a lucky guy. T 
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and back out to my 
preamp/processor, so my main 
system would function exactly as 
before. Of course, your installer 
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Toshiba M-782 Hi-Fi VHS VCR 


A great deck for home theaters with smaller screens, 
the M-782 is a solid performer. 


by Brian Clark 


TOSHIBA 


A. All the DNR Per- 
fect function did was 
make a bad recording 
look slightly better. 
B. Yep, that’s the 
back all right. 


What can you do these days that’s 
going to make one VHS hi-fi VCR 
stick out from the others? Pro- 
gramming has been improved, 
good sound is there, but the most 
important function for a VCR is 
the picture it produces—how can 


Toshiba even includes a DNR 
Perfect promotional tape featuring 
animated characters taking a 
vacuum cleaner to the picture to 
get rid of unwanted picture noise. 
In the tape, the M-782 stands 
before a family in a blue cloudy 
sky, backlit by the sun in a scene 
that could be from the Rapture or 
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you squeeze the best images out 
of a limited format? Toshiba’s 
answer is their V3 technology, 
which starts with a preamp on the 
head drum, jacking up the signal 
strength before any noise can be 
introduced. V3 decks have fewer 
parts, therefore less breakdowns, 
or so the theory goes. The third 
piece of V3 technology is the fea- 
ture Toshiba is touting the most— 
DNR Perfect, noise reduction cir- 
cuitry that cleans up old tapes and 
tapes recorded in SLP mode, and 
improves playback on big screens. 
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one of William Hurt’s hallucina- 
tions in Altered States, the Oracle 
of the New Age. Ah, marketing. 
The New Age will not be tele- 


vised, at least not in 240 lines of 
VHS resolution. 

I started out by making a 
recording of some test patterns, 
as well as the first 10 minutes of 
Benny & Joon. Then I looked at the 
footage through a Dwin projector 
with a line doubler, not a very nice 
thing to do to any VHS VCR. The 
promise of DNR Perfect technol- 
ogy was not apparent on the big 
screen. Turning it on produced a 
slight improvement similar to 


adjusting the sharpness a couple 
of notches, but it still looked like 
blown-up VHS. While looking at a 
noisy old tape, Al and I could see 
a difference with DNR on and off, 
but going from a crappy original 
tape to a slightly less crappy one 
didn’t make me a believer. DNR 
Perfect is available only in play- 
back mode, so it has no effect 
while making a recording. 

It was when I switched to 
our reference TV, the Sony 
KV-32XBR100, that the Toshiba 
showed its worth. The color bars 
were a little soft, which is to be 
expected, but the picture looked 
excellent. The color did not bleed, 
even on reds, and fleshtones 
looked good. This might be 
attributed to Toshiba’s Color 
Signal Enhancement circuitry, 
which the company claims cuts 
down on color bleeding. In a blind 
test, I might think I was looking at 
a laserdisc player, at least on the 
32-inch TV. We saw some chroma 
PM noise on a magenta test 
screen, but that didn't translate 
into problems when viewing a 
tape. It was a whole different world. 
I could see myself standing in awe 
before the big M-782 in the sky. 

To check out the hi-fi audio on 
the M-782, I recorded the excel- 
lent "You Bowed Down" from the 
latest Elvis Costello CD, All This 
Useless Beauty. The deck repro- 
duced the sound of the disc to my 
satisfaction. I detected very little 
hiss added to the original. I also 
recorded an action sequence from 
the Streets of Fire laserdisc in 
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С. All you have to 
remember to do is 
get up from the 
couch with Toshiba’s 
Intel-a-Play Il fea- 
ture, which automat- 
ically turns the VCR 
and TV off. 
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Toshiba M-782 VCR 


depending on how far you turn the 


Dolby Surround, and found the shuttle dial. From still mode, you 
sound to be very good, with no can choose slow motion at two 
distortion on more demanding speeds in both forward or reverse. 
parts of the soundtrack. The back panel is very basic, with 
'The M-782 sports six heads, the one set of composite inputs and 
extra two for the 19-micron heads, outputs, and antenna in and out. 
solely dedicated to SLP recording The remote is very easy to use, 
and playback. With the 19-micron with the four main control buttons 
heads in use, the company laid out in a circle. These 


claims its SLP picture same buttons double as 


TIMER RECALL POWe " 
VER | 


rivals the picture in SP the menu controls, and 


ч. 
CABLE -ууурЕО MUTE 


mode. I was skeptical, my hand found them 


KIX 


but I gave it a chance. easily without looking 
The difference with the 


19-micron heads on and 


E down. In addition to the 
| @ Ө © | VCR, the remote con- 
E: © © ШШ trolsa TV, cable box, 
made in SLP mode was » BN and a DSS receiver. The 
negligible. An SLP picture КИ VCR changes the 
is always going to be an 
SLP picture, right? That's 
why they call it SLP. It 
wouldn't look like SLP if 


off while viewing a tape 


channel on your DSS 


FAVW | ENTER 





through an infrared 
emitter. VCR Plus C3 is 
also available for quick 
humans themselves had programming with the 


| 
| 
19-micron heads. В 


VCR Plus codes from 
Like the previous | your local TV listings, 
Toshiba M-781, this deck — | but the codes will not 


doesn’t have editing fea- work for DSS recording. 


tures like audio and video Programming is a 


dub or flying erase heads. breeze, though, with the 


It’s intended for home theater, buttons needed for programming 
and the picture it produced on the set off by themselves under main 
32-inch Sony suggests it’s up to controls. With the push of one 
the task. button, the Intel-a-Play II feature 
A fold-out door on the left front turns on your TV and VCR, goes 
panel reveals a record button, to the correct input and channel, 
channel up/down, DNR on/off, and starts playing. If you push 
19-micron head on/off, and front the “Rew/Off’ button, the VCR 
audio/video inputs. The right side rewinds the tape and turns the 
has a shuttle dial and buttons for TV and VCR off. 
pause, play, and stop. The shuttle Index search inserts an index 
dial works in three different mark at the beginning of each 
modes, stop, playback, and still. recording (not from 
When the deck is in play mode, pause), and you can man- 
picture search scans at 2x with ually insert one during recording. 
audio or 5 or 9x without audio, These index points must be more 


than one minute apart in SP mode, 
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and more than three minutes 
apart in SLP mode. Indexing done 
on another VCR might or might 
not work. 

Other features that make life 
easier are auto channel program- 
ming and a counter function that 
shifts to a slower speed if you're 
running out of tape, calculating 
your preset tape speed and tape 
length. The menus are easy to nav- 
igate, with one-month, six-event 
programming. MTS (Multichannel 
TV Sound) broadcasts can be 
recorded on the right hi-fi track, 
but you'll lose stereo sound. 





The Toshiba M-782 produced a 
damn good picture on our 32-inch 
Sony ТУ. If you have a tube TV 
and don’t like paying extra for 


S-video tape, this is a good choice 
for a VCR. The programming 
features are there, plus it’s easy 


to use. f 






Toshiba M-782 Hi-Fi VHS VCR $600 


Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc. 
82 Totowa Road, Wayne, NJ 07470 

(201) 628-8000 

Circle Reader Service No. 518 

Dealer Locator Code TOS 
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Legend Audio Model 4000 


In-Wall Speakers 


The Holy Grail it ain’t, but it is a really good 
in-wall speaker at a really good price. 


by Brent Butterworth 


I love it when things start to get 
good—like when a promising 
young sax player breaks free of 
the old jazz clichés and starts 
coming up with wild new stuff of 
his own. That's ‘cause it's even 
more fun to like something when 
you used to hate it. 





Bim 


In-wall speakers are going 
through the same stage right now. 
Everybody who's serious about 
audio hates them, and with very 
good reason. Most cram them full 
of el cheapo components, bolt 'em 
to a flimsy plastic baffle, and call it 
a day. Legend Audio's trying to 
fight the "all in-walls suck" bias 
out there by using premium dri- 
vers in its in-wall speakers. The 
company's $550/pair Model 4000 
uses drivers from two highly 
respected manufacturers: a 1-inch 


Legend Audio's 
Model 4000 in-walls 
ranked right up there 
in sound quality with 
our favorites, B&W's 


Signature 7s. 
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silk-dome tweeter from Dynaudio, 
and an 8'/-inch poly-cone woofer 
from Vifa. These are the kind of 
components you'd find in very 
high-end speakers; seeing them in 
a half-kilobuck in-wall gave me 
quite a surprise. 

The only in-walls I’ve ever heard 
that I liked are the B&W Signature 7 
and the Sonance D6000 (we tested 
both of these nearly $1,000/pair 
speakers in our November '95 
Face Off), and I definitely didn't 
expect a $550 pair to join their 
ranks. But this one did. From the 
lower midrange on up, the 4000s 
sounded really smooth on record- 
ing after recording, with both male 
and female voices. In fact, I 
haven't heard the vocal on Holly 
Cole's Temptation CD sound sig- 
nificantly smoother from any 
speaker in this price range, much 
less an in-wall. They were a little 
bright overall, but I had them 
mounted about 4 feet off the ground. 
Mounted where they're actually 
likely to be used—about 7 feet off 
the ground—they produce a 
softer treble. 

Through the 4000s, most bass 
lines were very distinct, although I 
found several notes that boomed 
out. I suspect that's the wall res- 
onating—you can sense the wall 
sort of "singing along" 
on certain CDs. This 
is the only place the 
4000s could probably be improved. 
l'd love to hear the same drivers 
mounted in a heavy aluminum 





Overall Rating 


baffle like the one B&W uses for 
the Signature 7; the heavy baffle 
helps dampen the wall vibration 
and tighten up the bass response. 
These are no miracle, though, 
because they still sound like in-walls. 


That is to say, they don't image— 
the wall surrounding the speaker 
reflects so much sound that most 
of the stereo imaging is obscured. 
It was weird to listen to music in 
such a flat, 1-D perspective, and 


nowhere near as involving as lis- 
tening to a good pair of conven- 
tional speakers. For casual listen- 
ing, that doesn't matter, though, 
and for home theater, where all 
the ambience comes from the sur- 
round speakers, I bet the 4000s 
would really shine. 

If, like some HT readers, I had 
to get in-walls (like if I got married 
or something), I think I could live 


== 


with these. f 









Legend Audio Model 4000 


In-Wall Speakers $550/pair 


Legend Audio 

5775 Lindero Canyon Rd. 
Westlake Village, CA 91362 
(818) 879-5704 

Circle Reader Service No. 519 
Dealer Locator Code LED 
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The Elite VSX-99 is the most innovative receiver ever 
: created. An audio/video receiver designed with one oal. 
to NA the i most realistic theater sound mu 

Wit the touch ol a button, у= entire system comes alive 
with Dolby * Surround AC-3" 

AC- is gives y our ear the distinct pleasure of hearing 

SIX — digital signals. And duplicates for your 
home the thrill mg performance of digital surround. sound 
which, until now, was heard exclusively ; in top theaters. 


The Accurate | TE System consistently distributes 





100 watts to each channel, all with discrete amplifiers, 
delivering the full bandwidth (20Hz to 20kHz) provided by 
AC-3. And the Intell igent System Control | brings the 
operation of all your components, including those of other 
brands, to your fin ertips. 

All ilis at the D ol your audio/video system, giving 
you the most uncompromising sound TEM — as 
you would expect onl from 
Elite for the Elite E 
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©1995 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc., Long Beach, CA. Dolby and AC-3 are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
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Can Wireless Really Work? 


The squeaky wheel gets the grease, so when we complained about 
wireless speakers, the mechanics came out in force. 


by Brent Butterworth 





Not only do Paradox's 
TRX7000s have the 
largest range we've 
run across in wire- 
less speakers, but 
they have decent 


sound, too. 


Early this year, I wrote a column 
about wireless speakers—how 
they offered tremendous promise, 
but fell short of our expectations. 
In a home theater, wireless could 
theoretically work wonders, 
because it'd eliminate that messy, 
time-consuming task of running 
speaker cable across your room 


and back to the surround speakers. 


But in practice, the wireless sys- 
tems we've seen have all suffered 
major drawbacks. 
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In that February '96 article, I 
discussed a Chase Technology 
system that had a great transmitter/ 
receiver, but lousy, underpowered 
speakers; a Recoton system that 
had an OK speaker, but a lousy, 
noisy transmitter; and a JBL 
system that offered a great 
transmitter/receiver combo 
(with no speakers), but cost the 
princely sum of $500. At the end 
of the article, I asked why a manu- 
facturer couldn't combine a good 
transmitter like the one in the 
Chase with a decent little set of 


speakers, and sell the pair for a 
reasonable price. 

And I got a few answers. A few 
manufacturers called to tell me, 
“Oh, we're working on that, and 
when it's done, we'll get one to 
you right away." But two called to 
tell me, "We've got one—can we 
bring it over to you?" The first 
was RF-Link, who brought us the 
impressive $200 Wavecom Jr. 
audio/video transmitter we fea- 
tured in our July '96 Premiere 
Designs photo spread. The other 
was a company I'd never heard of 
called Paradox. "Sure," I told Para- 
dox president Jim Duncan, "bring 
'em over," expecting to receive a 
system that performed only margin- 
ally better than the ones I'd tried. 

When he arrived, Duncan 
refused to be intimidated by the 
roomful of high-end gear I led him 
into; he simply pulled his speakers 
out of this slick-looking little carry- 
ing bag, took down the Mordaunt- 
Short speakers I'd been listening 
to, set up his little $400 TRX7000 
wireless speakers on the same 
stands, and plugged the transmit- 
ter into the Chiro C-800 processor 
I was using. "Play ’em,” he said, 
making none of the usual apolo- 
gies, excuses, or explanations you 
hear from guys who make budget- 
priced components. 

Each TRX7000 comprises a very 
solid molded-plastic cabinet, with 
a 2-inch mylar cone tweeter and a 
4-inch polycone woofer. There's 
an 11-watt amp and a receiver built 
into each speaker. The Chase and 
Recoton systems have left/right/ 
mono switches that let you use 
them for either stereo channel, 





JAMO's SW400E is small, self-powered and affordable. Use it with any speaker— 
the massive bottom-firing bass gives you an authentic home theater experience. 
From Europe's favorite home theater speaker company—the SWAOOE is your system's best friend. 


Jamo 


JAMO has a full line of active subwoofers-SW600E, SW505E. 
For product and dealer information: http://www.jamospeakers.com 
1177 Corporate Grove Drive, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 e (847) 465-0005 e Fax (847) 465-0003 
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Can Wireless Really Work? 


or just use one speaker for mono 
listening. The TRX7000 lacks this 
feature, so they’re hard-wired for 
either left- or right-channel use. 
This is the only feature I really 
missed — I love using one of the 
Chase speakers in my bathroom, 
which isn't big enough to fit two 
speakers easily, and certainly not 
big enough to set up the speakers 
for good stereo imaging. 

There's a transmitter you con- 
nect to your source device, and 
which transmits the audio signal 
to the speakers. The transmitter's 
the prize of the package; with its 
cool, space-age styling, it's cer- 
tainly a huge aesthetic improve- 
ment over the Chase system's 
vaguely obscene-looking transmit- 
ter. The system transmits in the 
900-megahertz band, which you've 
probably heard discussed in ads 
for cordless phones. This band is 
generally the best available to 
consumers for wireless transmis- 
sion, although the JBL system 
certainly works very well down in 
the 50-megahertz region. 


They actually do a pretty good job with stereo imaging, 
creating a reasonable sonic facsimile of instruments 


actually playing in the room with you. 


You can hook up the transmitter 
to the line-level surround-channel 
outputs of your receiver or preamp/ 
processor, or for multiroom use, 
where you're using the speakers 
to provide stereo sound in another 
room, you can hook up the trans- 
mitter to one of the recording out- 
puts on the back of your receiver 
or pre/pro. Or if you're just using 
it with a single source device (as 
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I do with my Chase system, which 
only receives sound from the 
laserdisc player), you can just plug 
it into that source device. Of 
course, your source device needs 
to have a second set of audio out- 
puts for this scheme to work, but 
with laserdisc players, at least, 
that's seldom a problem. If you 
wanted to get really industrious, 
you could hook up a stereo line- 
level switcher between the trans- 
mitter, the surround-channel output, 
and the recording output, so you 
could switch between surround- 
channel use and multiroom use. 

The basic system —transmitter, 
two speakers, and AC adapters 
for all three— costs $400, which 
seems pretty reasonable, because 
the less expensive, underperform- 
ing wireless systems I discussed 
in the previous article sell for 
prices in the $250 range. Paradox 
also offers a number of really nice 
options. You can get a set of 
rechargeable batteries for the 
speakers for an extra $100; 
Duncan says they'll run about 8 
to 10 hours on a full charge at 
medium volume. The batteries 
would make the 
system perfect for 
taking out onto the 
patio for a relaxed 
summer afternoon 
of music listening, 
or out into the 
garage while you're working on 
your car. You can also get a set of 
expansion speakers (without the 
transmitter) for $300/pair, and a 
separate transmitter for $125. 
These are great options for those 
who want to, say, use one set of 
wireless speakers for the sur- 
rounds, and another set in the 
kitchen. Last, you can pick up the 
snappy carrying bag for the 
system for $80. 


The Test 

I was pleasantly surprised when 
Duncan powered up the TRX7000s. 
I first listened to them with no 
sound playing, to see if they would 
produce any of the annoying, 
stray radio noise (or "RF burps") 
Гуе heard from many wireless 
speakers— little squawks and 
spurts of sound you hear when the 
system's turned on, but not receiv- 
ing a signal. To my delight, they 
didn't, even though our listening 
room is in L.A.'s radio-frequency- 
saturated San Fernando Valley. 
Test phase one passed. 

For test phase two, I put on a 
series of vocal CDs, which tend to 
reveal the flaws of cheap speakers 
quickly — usually, the cheap com- 
ponents and hastily designed cross- 
overs in these speakers give voices 
an unpleasant, raspy edge. The 
TRX7000s passed this test, too. 
Thanks in part to the 2-inch cone 
tweeter, they have a slight treble 
roll-off, which makes them pleas- 
ant and unfatiguing to listen to, and 
which makes voices sound a little 
more natural. The speaks actually 
do a pretty good job with stereo 
imaging, creating a reasonable sonic 
facsimile of instruments actually 
playing in the room with you. 

Where they start to sound like a 
$400 set of wireless speakers is in 
the bass, which is OK for surround- 
channel use in a Pro Logic sur- 
round sound system, and accept- 
able for background music 
listening, but a far cry from what 
you get from a good minispeaker 
like PSB’s Alpha. They also don't 
sound as natural in the midrange 
as the Alpha, or as other over- 
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Citation. A legendary Harman Kardon marque now 
establishes the multi-channel audio reference for both 
music and movies. 


“The most astounding high-performance analog surround 
sound matrix decoder that | have ever experienced." 
– Gary Reber, Widescreen Review” 


“Harman Kardon's designers can be proud of their 
achievement - the Citation 7.0 is the best A/V preamp 


| have tested.” — David Ranada, Stereo Review 


"To put it simply, the 7.0... leaves every other surround 
decoder l've heard in the dust." 
- Anthony Chiarella, VIDEO Magazine 





Please allow us to 
reintroduce ourselves. 
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" Not only good enough for audiophile music reproduc- 
tion, it's actually cleaner and more neutral than many of 
the high-end preamps l've heard over the years... 
Fosgates 7Omm surround mode was considered 
by many home theater nuts (including this one) to 
be the best-sounding analog surround-decoding mode 
of them all. Well I'm here to tell you that the new 
[Fosgate-designed] Six-Axis mode blows 70mm away." 

— Corey Greenberg, Home Theater Magazine 


The Harman Kardon Citation System 7000 is a complete 
home theater system, featuring the 7.0 Controller with 
Six-Axis Steering" Technology, 7.1 Multi-Channel Amplifier, 
7.2 Left, Center and Right Loudspeakers, 7.3 Dual-Drive 
Dipole" Surrounds and 7.4 Subwoofer. For the nearest 
Citation dealer, call...800.787.6766. 


H A Harman International Company 


harman/ kardon 
CIIATION 
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The point is that LOVAN's patented modular "trisolation" system 
is the most elegant method of eliminating unwanted vibration in 
your quality audiophile and home theater components. 


Classic 11 Hi-Fi Rack 


Your system will look and sound better than ever, showcased in 
our Classic |, Classic Il, Pyramid AVR and Sovereign racks. You 
can obtain all the beauty and performance of LOVAN 
audio/video furniture at a price that is practically beyond belief. 
See your local LOVAN dealer and get the point. After all, com- 
pared to LOVAN, everything else is pointless. 


All LOVAN Products are Distributed In The United States By 
AXCESS MARKETING 
1306 Kingsdale Ave. e Redondo Beach, CA 90278 
For More Info Call (310) 793-7676 
Int'l Distribution Contact 
Lovan Audio, Inc. (714) 774-3118 
SEE US AT SUMMER CES HILTON RM. 544 





qb Can Wireless Really Work? 


achieving minis like NHT's 
SuperZero, and they don't seem 
to have as smooth a frequency 
response as better minispeakers 
do. Basically, the TRX7000s sound 
like an OK-quality budget 
speaker— not outstanding, but 
far from offensive. And for a wire- 
less speaker (powered only by a 
little 11-watt internal amp, not a 
big receiver), that's a genuine 
breakthrough. 

For test phase three, I tried car- 
rying one of the battery-powered 
speakers out into other rooms of 
our testing facility to see what kind 
of range the transmitter offers. It 
still sounded good and practically 
noise-free at the other end of the 
offices (about 60 feet away), 
which is the place most wireless 
speakers really start to drop out. 
But to my surprise, the speaker 
continued to work when I carried 
it outside into the parking lot. It 
finally started to cut out at a dis- 
tance of about 150 feet from the 
transmitter, which is the most 
range Гуе ever coaxed from a set 
of wireless speakers. 


Why Go Wireless? 

Even though the Paradox system's 
clearly the best wireless speaker 
system I've tried (and probably 
the best available at the moment), 
why would it make sense to use it? 
That depends on your system. If 
you've got a high-end surround 
sound system with Dolby Digital 
(which has full 20 Hertz to 20 kilo- 
hertz range in the surround chan- 
nel), you probably don't want to 
use the TRX7000 in your surround 
channel — you'll lose important 
sonic information in both the bass 
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and the treble, and you'd be better 
off hooking up some good conven- 
tional speakers in the back with 
decent-quality wire. (If you don't 
want to confront the difficulty of 
running the wires back to the sur- 
round speakers in a cosmetically 
appealing way, just pay a custom 
installer a couple hundred bucks 
to do it.) But for Pro Logic sys- 
tems, where the surround infor- 
mation runs from only 100 Hz to 
7 kHz, wireless makes sense. 

For plain music listening, the 
TRX7000s definitely perform well 
enough to keep most people 
happy, at least in the kitchen or 
bedroom, where you don't usually 
listen to music loudly enough to 
perceive the benefits of high- 
quality sound. If you're at all picky 
about the sound in the other rooms, 
though, or if you still like to listen 
to music at moderate (or higher) 
volume in those rooms, you're 
better off paying an installer to run 
the wire through your walls, and 
picking up a pair of PSB Alphas or 
some other good minispeaker. 

Those who do decide to go 
wireless can't do better than the 
TRX7000. With its reasonable 
price, good-sounding speakers, and 
excellent transmission/reception 
quality, it’s clearly the hottest 
ticket going in wireless sound. 


Paradox LLC 

9005D Eton Ave. 

Canoga Park, CA 91304 

(818) 700-2896 

Circle Reader Service No. 521 
Dealer Locator Code POX f 













No matter where you are, you’re there. 


Musical truth. 


Within seconds you’ve stepped into a total sound picture. 
You leave your role as a spectator and without realizing it you 
become a participant. The speakers disappear as a seamless 
soundstage envelopes your every emotion. Now you’re a 
featured performer. 


See your Energy dealer today. And audition 
our new lineup of Surround Sound 

Systems. Magnificent depth and impact. 
Welcome to the real world. 
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Although we’ve been hearing promises about the merger 


of TV and computers for years, it’s finally happening. 


This two-part article, featuring i Fe. ج‎ 3 


m 
ы ut 


contributing editors Rebecca | Ut wr WES dk. 


Day on hardware and Frank 


Media 


Beacham on delivery systems, 


— — 


explains how (and why) you'll 


soon be cruising the Web on 


Merger 


your TV and watching Seinfeld 


on your computer. 
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Gateway’s Destina- 


tion is the only 
PC-television 
hybrid currently on 


the market. 


The Ultimate Media Merger 


The tube uses a VGA-quality, non-interlaced screen, 
which is partly responsible for the product’s high price 
tag. But when you're dealing with graphics and text in 
a living room setting, you'd better be able to read the 
screen comfortably; the interlaced monitors you get 
with conventional TVs deliver blurry text and a flicker 
that make Web browsing practically impossible, so the 
tradeoff is worth it. 

Gateway makes it clear that Destination isn't for 
everybody. *Our target is the technically savvy indi- 
vidual making $50,000-plus a year with five to seven 
years' PC experience," Hand says. "If you have a family, 
better yet, because the big-screen PC is designed for 
group activity." As prices for components and compa- 
rable computers drop, prices for Destination will drop 
as well, fueling even further drops resulting from 
manufacturing-cost efficiencies as volume ramps up to 
meet heightened demand, Gateway predicts. As that 
happens, Hand believes, “We’ll draw in people 
with less experience in PCs." 


The Non-Geek Solution 
Gateway's Destination is truly a Windows '95- 
based system with all the pluses and minuses of 
the latest generation Microsoft operation 
system. The only delay times home theater 
users are accustomed to dealing with are the 
ones in the rear channel of surround sound systems, 
which are measured in milliseconds. Delay times on 
PC products can seem interminable when you're wait- 
ing for the system to boot up, then switching applica- 
tions, and then accessing the Web. Then there are the 
foreboding warnings of fatal system errors and other 
Windows lockups. It's bad enough to have to deal with 
them when you're in the office; consumer electronics 
companies believe those kinds of glitches in the enter- 
tainment room could turn off the majority of the popu- 
lation that's not online—for good. 

"We don't want the consumer to buy this product, 
take it home, and expect to turn it on and watch the 
election results on their 31-inch TV, and then have to 
deal with all of these wacky PC conventions," says Lou 
Lenzi, vice president of America's design operations 
for Thomson Consumer Electronics. Thomson has 
joined forces with Compaq to create a PCTV product 
so simple that it belies its computer power. "If cus- 
tomers have to wait for the hard drive to get up to 
speed and then get General Protection Fault mes- 
sages," he says, "then nobody wins." The immense 
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power of the Intel microprocessor, he says, will be 
*buried" in the RCA Genius Theater. 

Timely response and idiot-proof operation of the con- 
vergence machine is the top priority for the Thomson/ 
Compaq alliance. Lenzi envisions caching Website 
software on the hard drive to accelerate access time. 
The strategy would also apply to conceptual links to 
other Web-related sites. “Our thinking is that rather 
than using a phone line every time you want to access 
a Website, why don't we cache to logical links on the 
hard drive," he says. "That's where storage is going to 
be very important." 

Lenzi predicts at least 1.5 gigabytes and maybe even 
2.6 gigabytes of storage space, along with a 36-inch 
noninterlaced VGA-quality monitor, operating soft- 
ware, a wireless keyboard, a separate remote control 
with trackball, a high-octane Pentium processor, 28.8- 
kbps modem and sufficient RAM to handle multiple 
tasks efficiently. PIP would enable you to view differ- 
ent applications simultaneously. A printer port is likely, 
and a CD-ROM drive and other A/V components are 
optional. At $5,000 or so, it's not for the price squeamish. 

The first iteration of Genius TV will be the state- 
ment piece for a full range of PCTV-type products 
from RCA. The entry level of PCTV is happening now, 
Lenzi says, in the form of the company's StarSight- 
equipped DSS, which introduces satellite users to the 
concept of interactive TV. StarSight's new Electronic 
News Guide has added information services to its 
onscreen program guide, which gets viewers accus- 
tomed to using the TV as a text-based information 
retrieval system. 

It's the middle level of Internet TV that offers the 
most interesting potential for new product creations, 
according to Lenzi. It's also the fuzziest. He imagines a 
TV with a built-in modem that bundles StarSight for 
its programming guide with local news, weather, and 
sports. "This type of product might offer limited inter- 
activity that may meet the needs of the majority of our 
customers without a lot of hardware overload." 

Then there's the Home-Based Assistant, an under- 
cabinet kitchen appliance that will take advantage of 
broad-bandwidth pipelines when they begin to come 
into the home over the next few years. The Assistant 
sports a flip-down screen, a modem, and a DVD 
player that could enable homeowners to bank by 
phone; store a database of phone numbers that's 
integrated with the phone; store recipes; control home 
climate and lighting; and provide interactive shopping. 





The McIntosh 
of Home Theater. 


There are two distinct considerations when specifying a performance and quality to the audio/video category. A “no- 


Home Theater system: sound quality and theatrical effects. compromise” philosophy that combines a 50-year heritage for 


producing the finest sound with functionality, spatial 





The foreign-built brands try to cram in as many 


features as possible, while the American high-end circuit design and build quality that is second to none. 


community makes only token accommodations to So, there are still two considerations when 


the serious viewers’ needs. 


the others. 


choosing a Home Theater: McIntosh and all 
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The Ultimate Media Merger 





"We're going to come up with things that are not 
obvious now,” Lenzi says. “When we have digital 
transmission in and out of the home, then anything’s 
going to be possible.” 

As contributing editor Frank Beacham describes in 
the next article, the broad-bandwidth two-way bridge 
will come in a variety of forms: digital cable and wire- 
less cable modems, ISDN lines, TV broadcasts, and 
DSS. Compaq and Thomson, not surprisingly, are bet- 
ting on DSS to be the pipeline. When the pipelines are 
in place, consumers will really start to see the benefits 
of digital TV, says Susan Vinci, director of product 
planning in Compaq’s emerging products group. Tan- 
gible results will be richer viewing from improved 
colors and graphics as well as true interactivity. 

Vinci, whose group was chartered to find new direc- 
tions for PC-based products, sees various PC-based 
products throughout the home. Like the PCTV, she 
says, all will be subsets of the PC but offer limited 
applications for more personalized use, like kitchen 
functions and home banking. “Consumers today are 
looking for all they can do with meaningful clusters of 
functions,” she says. The full-featured PC will remain 
an office- or school-type product, but the power and 
talents of the latest Pentium-based PCs are vast overkill 
for most TV-based applications of microprocessor- 
based appliances. Prices will cascade to affordable 
price points as expensive components are pulled out 
of the machines and manufacturing volumes increase. 


Fighting Obsolescence 

One issue that needs to be resolved as the two indus- 
tries converge is the product cycle disparity. Consumers 
buy a TV and expect it to do its job for at least 10 
years, but they’ve become reluctant participants in the 
computer industry’s 18-month life cycle out of the 


“When we have digital transmission in and out of the 


home, then anything’s going to be possible.” 


necessity to avoid obsolescence. As a company trying 
to bridge the gap between consumer electronics and 
PCs, Compaq expects a little give on both ends. “As 
the pipeline gets bigger, it will be practical to have 
storage on the network and not as much on the local 
devices,” Vinci predicts, which is one way to make the 
electronics less expensive to replace. 
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Another way is a modular approach to PC design. 
Once the hi-res screen is in place, consumers will 
have the backbone of their PCTV, Vinci says. "Then 
you can change out the key components as necessary 
to stay up to date,” she says. An example is CD-ROM, 
which will be the starter platform for the 
Compaq/RCA products, but later on, DVD will replace 
CD-ROM in the stack. Swapping will be a snap, she 
says, as a result of a standard plug that will enable 
easy upgrades. Modems, too, will be portions of the 
package consumers will want to beef up as new 
speeds and pipelines allow. "Down the line, you'll see 
33.6-kbps modems, and again a standard plug will let 
you upgrade to a DSS modem," Vinci predicts. 

The limited-function products RCA and Gateway 
see way down the road, Diba Systems plans to bring 
to market by the end of the year. With roots in Apple 
and Oracle, Diba developed NetVision, the software 
that's behind Zenith's imminent NetVision TV. Net- 
Vision will hit stores in the form of products and 
appliances branded with high-profile names. Zenith's 
$899 NetVision TV, due out in the fall, is armed with a 
28.8-kbps modem, e-mail capability, a trackball-based 
remote, and an optional wireless keyboard. 

"With NetVision, we're saying that we need to blow 
up the computer and cherry-pick the applications 
people want to use," Gillach says. “Only 9 percent of 
households are online. If you take the other 91 per- 
cent and give them an easy way to the Internet, then 
you're helping people into the information age. You're 
going to see a lot of other companies coming out with 
these types of products, and our middleware is going 
to be the enabling technology. What Windows is to 
the PC world," he boldly predicts, ^we are going to be 
to the consumer electronics world." 

Despite its Silicon Valley address, Diba spurns the 
idea of a PC in the living room and doesn't believe 
prices for Windows-based Gateway and Genius Theater 
systems are feasible. "Microsoft has never been a 
broad software platform for the consumer electronics 
industry, and the next wave is going to be even more 
computer based," Gillach maintains. So Diba is target- 
ing its Ethernet-based network system at mass-market 
consumer electronics companies like Samsung, Gold- 
Star, Sharp, Mitsubishi, NEC, and Toshiba. Thus far, 
he says, focus groups have identified 41 potential 
product implementations of the Java-oriented network 
technology. With Java compatibility and an Ethernet 
port that will accept digital cable modems, NetVision 
appears to be ready for the future. 


“As a filmmaker, I want to duplicate 
the motion picture theater experience 
as Closely as possible in the home. 
Vidikron is the best home projection 
system Гое seen. You actually believe 
you're watching film.” 


Martin Scorsese 
Director of Casino, Raging Bull, Taxi Driver, Age of 
Innocence, GoodFellas and other major films. 


You Actually Believe 
You're Watching Film. 


Serious people demand serious equipment. Martin Scorsese 
insists on Vidikron for his personal home theater. For Scorsese 
as well as many other directors, Vidikron’s two-piece projection 
televisions are the only option. For when they darken their rooms, 
lower their giant screens and turn on their Vidikrons, the only 
thing that counts is how close the projector can come to movie 
theater quality. For those of you considering a home theater, we 
offer two words of advice: GET SERIOUS! 
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For Your Nearest Vidikron Showroom Call 1-201-420-6666 
150 Bay Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 


http://www.vidikron.com 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 160 


The Ultimate Media Merger 





Diba’s tack is to make its convergence technology 
appliance-oriented toward a single use as opposed to 
bundled into a multifunction PC that’s already far more 
powerful than the mainstream consumer can appreci- 
ate or make use of. "The Gateway system is phenome- 
nally expensive for a PC with a TV output," Gillach 
says. "It's absolute overkill for what people want to do 
in the living room," he says. Diba's research says people 
want to do a couple of things with their living room 
entertainment systems that they can't do now: play 
games with other people on a network, send e-mail, 
and surf the Net." 

And that's what NetVision products promise to do. 
The supplied remote control will have two buttons at 
the top that users will press to toggle between TV and 
Internet. To access icons from the Net they'll use 
directional keys to control a cursor. The optional key- 
board will be required for inputting text. NetVision 
provides about 2 to 3 megabytes of storage, which 
translates to about 100 text-intensive pages of informa- 
tion. Gillach says rather than store data most people 
use bookmarks to access favorite places on the Web 
quickly — which NetVision will enable users to do. 

NetVision will also be in set-top boxes by the end 
of the year, Gillach says, which could be available at 
retail at somewhere well above its manufacturing cost 
of $150 per box. He's also hoping that telephone and 
utility companies will use the cellular phone distribution 
model to get into the lucrative information services 
business. His dream is this: A regional Bell operating 
company (RBOC) gives away or sells at a low cost 
the NetVision set-top box in exchange for a long-term 
Internet service pact at $19.95 a month. NetVision is 


The industry needs to provide consumers with a 


consistent means of accessing information. 


ISP-transparent, he says, and users who buy it at 
retail will choose their own Internet provider. 

Companies including Philips, Hitachi, Sony, Mitsu- 
bishi, and Sharp also have a close eye on this emerg- 
ing category of convergence products and will launch 
products over the next year as well. Sony and Philips 
have thrown their weight behind a scheme called 
WebTV, which is covered in the next article. 

Sharp is in a unique position, with a variety of 
devices that will benefit from the Internet explosion, 
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including TVs, computers, and personal digital assis- 
tants. Look for the company to deliver products in its 
TV, computer, and personal digital assistant line that 
offer Web access, says Philip Abram, who heads up 
the company's year-old Multimedia Development 
Center, which also includes the Creative Lifestyle 
Focus Center in Mahwah, New Jersey. 

Right now, Abram says, access to the Internet is a 
computer-centric method of gaining information. Using 
information collected and interpreted by the CLFC, 
Sharp is also noodling with possibilities for handheld 
devices and other ways to get that same information. 
“We want to know who would value the information as 
well on their TV instead of their computer or in addi- 
tion to their computer, and we're trying to deliver 
products that meet those needs," Abram says. 

The first results of the group's efforts will appear 
within a year, Abram says. He sees a variety of oppor- 
tunities for the PCTV-type device. "If you're looking at 
people's living rooms, for example, you can see the 
trend toward larger TVs," he says, “but people are also 
buying smaller TVs for secondary rooms. If they're 
going to be using these devices there, then you have 
to think about that." 

Overall, he says, the industry needs to provide con- 
sumers with a consistent means of accessing informa- 
tion. "That's when multimedia will begin to make 
sense to consumers— when it comes to them and they 
don't have to go to it," he says. 

With everybody talking about some kind of conver- 
gence product, but no industry standards, the stage is 
being set for major market confusion. Confusion trans- 
lates to market stagnation as consumers wait for a 
clear winner to emerge. In addition, if the PCTV prod- 
ucts are marketed one way and come up short, that 
could also impact the initial success of the category. 
The consumer electronics industry has seen such con- 
fusion in the Beta/VHS format war, and the computer 
industry saw the effects of incompatibility and over- 
hype with multimedia products. 

“The dangers we see are the product being over- 
hyped,” says Compaq’s Vinci. “If companies make 
promises that the consumer doesn't believe live up to 
the promised ease of use or perceived value, then they 
won't buy anything. It's really important for the indus- 
try leaders to get out there and create a standard. 
We're going to kill the category if we don't agree on a 
way to be connected." T 





As virtually every speaker manufacturer 
rushes to deliver “home theater” speak- 
ers to the marketplace, M&K amasses 
nearly twenty years of experience in the 
field—dating back to Hollywood screen- 
ing-room installations in the 1970s. 

M&K engineers have 
spent well 
over a 
decade 
studying 
ыш” the varied 

- aspects of 
surround 
sound—including encod- 
ing and decoding; soundtrack recording; 
and the differences between reproducing 
sound in theaters and in homes. 

M&K speakers excel in the reproduc- 
tion of all source material. Accuracy, low 
coloration, pinpoint imaging, wide 
dynamic range, and deep-bass repro- 
duction are all critical for music as well 
as film soundtracks. M&K Satellites and 
Subwoofers have been acclaimed for 
these attributes since the ‘70s. 

And this is why M&K knows that any 
speaker that claims to be optimized for 
either music or film sound, one at the 
expense of the other, will never repro- 
duce either one properly. 


M&K Home Theater Systems 


Conventional speakers make the 
music and effects on film sound- 
tracks compressed and dull. But 
M&K's exciting dynamics and 
“quick” transients give you precise 
3-D imaging and a lifelike presence. 

M&K Satellites are timbre- 
matched, using virtually identical 
speaker drivers, crossovers, and fre- 
quency response, for a seamless 360° 
surround-sound performance. With 
an all-M&K home theater system, 
voices and effects do not change char- 





acter when their sound moves from left 

to right or front to back in your room. 
Even if you are just adding an M&K 

subwoofer, front/center, or surround 





— — 


speaker to your present system, M&K's 
unique timbre controls allow you to 
“fine-tune” the sound of your new M&K 
speakers to achieve the closest possi- 





ble timbre-match with your existing 
speakers—even if they are not M&Ks. 


M&K Center Channel Speakers 


Beware of inexpensive “center chan- 
nel” speakers. In Pro-Logic, the center 
channel speaker is driven the 
hardest, and often 
reproduces ” 
as much aN 
sound as the 
left and right 
speakers 
combined. 

Each one of M&K's 
six individually-available Satellites 
has exceptional dynamic range and high 
output to meet and exceed the tremen- 
dous demands of the center channel. 





M&K Powered Subwoofers 


Legendary for their massive output, 
exceptional detail, and articulation, 
M&K's thirteen internally-powered Sub- 
woofers set the industry’s standards for 
high-performance deep bass. 

M&K's innovative Push-Pull Dual 
Driver subwoofers deliver a major 
improvement by virtually eliminating 

even-order harmonic distortion, and 

doubling efficiency (same as doubling 
amplifier power) with four times the 
output of single driver subwoofers. 
Whether you choose our state-of- 
the-art Home THX* Audio speaker 
system, an add-on set of surround 
speakers, or anything in between, 
no other speakers will give you the 
exciting performance, sound quality, 
flexibility and compatibility of M&K's 
home theater component speakers. 


| 4 MILLER & KREISEL 
SOUND CORPORATION 


10391 Jefferson Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232 
(310) 204-2854 * Fax: (310) 202-8782 


THX is a registered trademark of LucasArts Entertainment Co. 


The Great 


The great bandwidth race is on. 
Hundreds of companies—part of 


a frenetic gold-rush stampede — 


Bandwid 


are in an intense competition 
to reach what they hope is the 


mother lode of the information 


Race 


age: the “wired” living room. 
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ё product appears simple 


enough: a big, high-capacity, 
two-way pipeline from the Inter- 
net to your home. Yet, this inno- 
vation is expected to spawn an 


entirely new sector of the enter- 





tainment industry—one that for 
the first time combines tradi- 
tional broadcast television pro- 
gramming with the rich, interac- 
tive information resources now 
available on the Internet. 
Greater bandwidth not only 
means faster access to Web 
pages, sound, and graphics, but 
it will mean that substantial 
nuggets of 30-frame-per-second 
video—the mainstay of today's 


broadcast television — can 


finally be delivered efficiently 


over the Internet. It also means 
that traditional longform broad- 
cast television programming 


will be increasingly linked to 





Control your wildest dreams. 


When your castle is your home, 


you can reach the highest 
luxury. Now that you have it all — 
control it at the touch of а 
single button. Your lights dim. Your 
drapes close. Your DSS receiver and 
TV come on. Your surround processor 
THX. All at the 


touch of one button. That’s luxury. 


goes to Dolby™ or 


AudioEase home integration 
systems are 


total 


unsurpassed 
at putting home 


control at the touch 


of your fingertips. 


But that’s not ail. 


level of 









Touch a button. Your CD changer and 
amplifier come on and begin playing your 
favorite selection. On-screen graphics allow 
you to develop playlists by artist, title or 
Style of music from up to several hundred 
CDs. An on-screen program guide for cable 
and DSS allow you to choose programs to 
watch or record. Control any component. 
Call up a movie or sporting event—all 
from the comfort of your favorite 
chair. No other home integration 
system can do so much — so easily. For 
the name and location of your nearest 
AudioEase dealer, call 1-800-766-3273. 


Touch a button — take control. 


Audiolas 


15350 East Hinsdale Drive * Englewood, CO 80112-4245 
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The only accessory 
you’ll need to use 
TV On-line is a wire- 


less keyboard. 
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The Great Bandwidth Race 





Web pages and other Internet data now accessible 
only by personal computer. This is why so many 
investors are betting that the combination of full-motion 
video with the Internet’s hyperlinking capability and 
powerful graphical databases will lead to new forms of 
lucrative entertainment programming. The trend is 
blurring the already fuzzy line between broadcast tele- 
vision viewing systems and personal computers. 

For example, television receiver manufacturers 
such as Thomson Consumer Electronics (RCA, 
ProScan, and GE brands), Zenith (with its new Inteq 
brand), Sony, and others are planning new home 
theater products that include Internet access. At the 
same time, computer giants like Microsoft, Intel, and 
Compaq are introducing new broadcast-friendly per- 
sonal computers. 
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"There's a TV-centric platform and a PC-centric 
platform developing for the Internet," says Hal Kris- 
bergh, a veteran cable-industry executive and former 
president of General Instruments' Communications 
Division. That means, according to Krisbergh, that 
certain types of Internet content will be created for 
big-screen viewing in the living room while other 
content is designed for access by a personal computer 
on a desktop. 

“TV viewers are going to be able to access Web 
pages, advertisers, and information on sporting events 
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that they are watching,” says Krisbergh. “All sorts of 
very interesting things will happen on the TV-centric 
entertainment platform." 

The recent announcement that Thomson Consumer 
Electronics would team with Compaq Computer to 
develop a new generation of home entertainment prod- 
ucts recognized the fast-approaching new era of data- 
enhanced broadcasting. ^We envision an initial direc- 
tion of highly featured products that will particularly 
appeal to video enthusiasts and computer-experienced 
consumers who enjoy the home theater experience," 
says Joseph P. Clayton, Thomson's executive VP of 
sales and marketing. "Internet capability will be just 
one application that will transform the private experi- 
ence of the PC to an entertainment and information 
experience that can be shared by the entire family." 

Currently, most Internet access to the home is lim- 
ited to a glacially slow 14.4- or 28.8-bits-per-second 
modem connection over a standard dial-up phone line. 
It's at this bottleneck that competition is most intense. 
Wired and wireless cable TV operators, direct-to-home 
satellite services, broadcasters, and telephone compa- 
nies are furiously working to unleash the data. 

“I think the bandwidth break will come sometime 
next year," says John Warnock, CEO of Adobe Sys- 
tems, a leading manufacturer of design software for 
the creation of Internet Web sites. Adobe, he says, is 
already hard at work planning for a new generation of 
authoring tools that incorporate video content within 
Web pages. 

Though nearly everyone has a favorite, it's still a 
very open question as to which companies and tech- 
nologies will lead the pack in bringing high-speed 
Internet access to the home. The air is thick with hype 
these days. New technology announcements come 
almost weekly. Old assumptions fall fast. Here are a 
few leading contenders: 


Wired Cable 

If you paid attention to popular media these days, 
you'd think every home in America was about to get a 
two-way, high-speed Internet connection from the 
local cable company. Wrong! Tests of two-way cable 
modems are proceeding in selected markets, but this 
technology faces a daunting limitation: It works only 
in newer cable installations that have been specially 
equipped for two-way traffic. Industry estimates are 
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| стег" of 
| Dreams 


In choosing the loudspeaker — for 
Heritage House on Portland, Oregon's 
Street of Dreams, Home Magazine 
determined that sound and style would be 
of equal importance. Which is why the only 
speakers found in Heritage House are 


Domain Home Theater & Music Systems 
from MB QUART. 


Every Domain loudspeaker gives you a 
choice of ten different designer speaker 
frames, each with its 

own Fins furniture MB QUART 
finish. These Domain E 
frames easily affix to 
the speaker, creating a 
look that perfectly 


matches the decor of 
any home. 








Syndicated audio 
reviewer Rich Warren 
of the Chicago Tribune 
called Domain loud- 
speakers “impressive, 
inside and out”, while 
Stereo Review said our 


speakers “produced Dreams 


superb results.” 


See and hear them for Heritage 


yourself at your MB p* 
QUART dealer today. House '9 ] 


2777 | 


Home Theater & Music Systems 


by MB QUARTE 


MB QUART Electronics 
25 Walpole Park South 
Walpole, MA 02081 
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that more than 90 percent of the current cable systems 
are still one-way, making it impossible for them to use 
cable modems with an RF return path. 

In order to upgrade a cable television plant to two- 
way capability, the operator must purchase new head- 
end equipment, new hubs, and new in-line amplifiers. 
Such upgrades are expensive, ranging from $400 to 
$700 per customer, plus 
another $400 to $500 for a two- 
way cable modem. 

A life raft has been tossed to 
one-way cable operators by 
companies like General Instru- 
ment, Zenith, and U.S. Robot- 
ics. All have announced tech- 
nology—available now—that 
allows these older cable sys- 
tems to use their coaxial deliv- 
ery system as a high-speed 





downstream data path to the 
home and a standard dial-up phone 
line for the upstream path. 
GI's SURFboard technology allows a 
one-way cable system to deliver data down- 






stream at 27 megabits per second, about a 
thousand times faster than conventional tele- 
phone modem hookups. The cable subscriber 
with a SURFboard-equipped PC will use a 
conventional modem connected to a phone line to ini- 


The information for 
VideoGuide's 
interactive program (ае sessions and make requests to network gate- 
ways and servers. 

A Zenith/U.S. Robotics alliance has similar technol- 
ogy. A key benefit of the system, they say, is that it 
allows one-way cable operators to ramp up quickly for 


data delivery while offering a migration path to full 


guide is transmitted 
over Bell South's 
MobileCom pager 


network. 


two-way service 
“People have talked about multimedia SO when the cable 
plant is upgraded 
long that it has almost lost its meaning.” in the future. 
Zenith’s cable 
modem, which will cost about $400 in quantity, can be 
configured to operate as a one-way RF/telephone 
modem now, and then reconfigured remotely to oper- 
ate as a two-way RF modem when the cable system is 
upgraded. Thus, the need for a new investment in 


subscriber equipment is eliminated. 
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GI has coined the term “videoware” to describe the 
video-based new media that's expected to be authored 
for the SURFboard network environment. “People 
have talked about multimedia so long that it has 
almost lost its meaning," says Ed Zylka, director of 
marketing for GI's telecommunications business unit. 
*What we are really selling here is an interactive net- 
work that has been developed for broadcast systems." 


Wireless Cable 

Until recently a dark horse, wireless cable is now a 
good bet as a cost-effective and quickly deployable 
data delivery system to the home. This much- 
overlooked technology uses microwave signals in the 
2-gigahertz band of radio spectrum to deliver up to 
33 analog television channels to homes in line-of-sight 
of a central transmitting antenna. The low channel 
capacity, line-of-sight limitation, and interference from 
trees and other foliage have heretofore made the 
technology the poor stepchild of wired cable. 

Now, however, with the investment of big money 
from the telephone industry, wireless cable is getting 
a second look. CAI Wireless Systems, an Albany, New 
York company backed by Bell Atlantic and Nynex, has 
begun testing a new, all-digital wireless technology in 
Washington, D.C. that can send Internet information 
downstream to home and business PCs at a rate of 10 
megabits per second, nearly seven times the rate of 
today's fastest T1 telephone lines (1.5 mbps). The 
upstream path from the subscriber's computer uses a 
standard dial-up phone line. 

"Our Internet access service is lightning-fast,” says 
John J. Prisco, president of CAI Wireless. “Anyone 
frustrated with the agonizing delays associated with 
surfing the Internet using telephone-based providers 
will be amazed with our product." 

The new CAI digital service, which is scheduled to 
begin deployment by the end of the year, can accom- 
modate up to 130 digital video and audio channels in 
addition to Internet access. CAT's rooftop antenna can 
simultaneously send television programming to a set- 
top box being designed for the service by Thomson 
Consumer Electronics, and to a high-speed wireless 
computer modem built by Hybrid Networks. Unlike 
Internet services delivered by traditional hard-wire 
cable programming providers, CAI says, its Internet 
access will not require customers to subscribe to the 
company's television channels. 





Packed stadiums. Crowded movie theaters. Sold-out events. 





With the Mitsubishi 40-inch direct-view TV, 
there’s no ticket shortage for the 
best seats in the house. 


When the first 40-inch direct-view television The 40-inch models offer surround or level 
was introduced in 1993, we envisioned bringing sound audio systems, creating realistic, top-quality 
our Diamond Vision® stadium-sized screen into sound to complement the high-performance picture. 
your living room. Mitsubishi is proud to introduce Mitsubishi’s new 40-inch models incorporate 
its complete family of 40-inch televisions. the high-end features you would expect to find in 

The Mitsubishi giant 40-inch sets deliver the a discriminating home theater system. 
highest possible picture quality with a screen size For tickets to the best seat in the house, call 
rivaling that of a big screen projection television. 1-800-937-0000, Ext. 948 for the Mitsubishi 


dealer near you. 
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The digital implementation of wireless, says Prisco, 
is “remarkably better” than today’s analog systems. 
“With digital technology, you've got a robust network 
that includes a main transmitter and multiple booster 
sites." Gone, he says, are the days when analog wire- 
less cable operators “had to erect huge masts and put 
those barbecue-grill antennas on top so you could get 
above trees and see the main transmitter. Now we 
have multiple antenna sites so the 
installer has lots of choices." Digital sys- 
tems, says Prisco, have an “enormous 
fade margin that means the signal is 
quite strong and it penetrates foliage. 
We are seeing over 80-percent coverage 
in the networks we are deploying. 
That's getting through a lot of trees." 

Wireless cable, says Prisco, has two 
distinct advantages over competitors 
such as wired cable and direct-to-home 
satellite. “It’s very inexpensive to 
deploy the infrastructure— about $10 
per home passed. And it's very quick to 
market," he says. 

Another wireless cable variation for 





delivering Internet services is being 
tested this summer in Lakeland, Florida. In this case, 


General Instruments' 


SURFboard technol- 


wireless cable is being used for both the send and 
return feeds, eliminating the need to tie up a tele- 
phone line in the home. The downside, when using 


ogy makes a one- 
way cable data 
delivery system pos- current analog systems, is that the two-way service 
offers considerably slower data speeds. 

The Lakeland tests are being conducted 
by American Telecasting, Inc. and 


People's Choice TV Corp., both wireless 


sible at 27 megabits 


per second. 


cable operators, and equipment manufac- 
turers Zenith, Conifer Corp., and 
Comwave. The goal is to find a quick and 
inexpensive way for analog wireless cable 
systems to offer some form of Internet service. 

After the first phase of testing, the companies esti- 
mate that by using a sectorized antenna transmission 
pattern and two wireless channels for downloading the 
data, Internet access can be offered over an analog 
wireless cable system to as many as 100,000 sub- 
scribers in each market at speeds of at least 128 
kilobits per second (about ISDN speed). This capacity 
and speed, it is expected, can be significantly 
increased when wireless cable systems are converted 
to digital operation. 
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A key part of the Florida testing is the use of sector- 
ized antennas for data transmission. The traditional 
circular omnidirectional transmission pattern used by 
wireless cable systems is cut into pie-shaped 7.5- 
degree segments. By alternating the frequencies used 
in the segments, the spectrum can be reused and the 
capacity multiplied by the number of sectors used for 
each frequency. 


DirecTV 

Another major player in the broadband race is 
DirecTV, the pioneer U.S. provider of digital television 
programming to the home. Using its national direct-to- 
home high-power satellite service, the company has 
announced it will offer limited Internet access for its 
subscribers this year. 

Now partnered with Microsoft, DirecTV also says it 
is developing a new category of data services to 
accompany its current programming and a new breed 
of data-enhanced broadcast television programming. 
Personal computers equipped with new broadcast 
video extensions to the Microsoft Windows '95 operat- 
ing system will also be able to receive and display 
DirecTV’s video programming from the satellite. 


POTV (Plain Old TV) 
A lot of late-breaking activity in this category. In the 
most aggressive move yet to bring Internet access to 
non-computer users, Sony and Philips have teamed 
with three former Apple Computer engineers to 
launch an online service just for TV sets. It will start 
by using standard telephone line hookup, but is 
expandable to work with cable modems in 
the future. 

The ambitious new project—called 
WebTV—is slated for a fall launch. Plug- 
and-play set-top boxes for the service—to be 
sold as mass-market consumer products for a 
few hundred dollars—will go on sale at the same time. 
The first set-top boxes will be built and sold by Sony 
and Philips. 

Founded in 1995 by three Apple Computer veterans 
now in their early thirties, WebTV Networks claims it 
will do what no company has done before: bring sim- 
plicity to surfing the Internet. After purchasing a set- 
top box from a consumer electronics dealer, the user 
plugs the device into a television set and a standard 
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telephone jack. According to WebTV, the user simply 
turns on the power, and the device automatically finds 
a phone number, configures itself, and connects to the 
Internet. The process is so simple, the company 
claims, that non-technical users can install the equip- 
ment, register with the WebTV online service, and 
begin exploring the Internet within 15 minutes. 
WebTV has been designed, its creators say, for 
natural translation of material designed for computer 
display to the entertainment television platform. 
Advanced “TransCache” technology caches, 
transcodes, re-formats, streams, and reorders Website 
data for display on television sets. WebTV's features, 
the company says, make the Internet browsing experi- 
ence faster and more reliable than current browsing 
on today's IBM-compatible and Macintosh computers. 
In public demonstrations of the new technology, 
WebTV displayed sharp and flicker-free images of 
Web pages on standard television receivers. This is 
the result, the company said, of a new technology 
called "TVLens" that eliminates interlace flicker with- 
out blurring. The process is said to improve percep- 
tual image quality, making text more readable a few 
feet from the TV screen. 
Other WebTV features 
(s that add television-like char- 
a acteristics to Web informa- 
tion are a complete 16- 


Lr 
| 


T 


million-color palette; trans- 
parency (which enables 
text and images to appear 
translucent when they are 
superimposed on another 
image); and the use of dis- 
solves, wipes, and cross- 
fades as transitions 
between images. 

Users interact with WebTV through a thumb-operated 
remote control or an optional wireless keyboard. The 
set-top box comes with an internal 33.6 kbps V.34bis 
modem augmented with “Lineshare” technology that 
allows incoming calls when WebTV is used on a call 
waiting-equipped phone. In addition, each set-top box 
is equipped with a 1.8-gigabit-per-second data port 
that will allow connection with much faster cable TV 
modems when that service is available. 

Although WebTV complies with today's Internet 
standards (HTML 3.0 and virtually all Netscape Navi- 
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gator 3.0 and Microsoft Explorer 3.0 extensions), it is 
also designed to scale with the Internet through its 
evolution. Every time a set-top box connects to the 
WebTV network, it checks for software updates. When 
new software and HTML extensions are released, the 
box automatically updates itself by storing the data in 
flash ROM. 

WebTV supports up to five users per household. 
Each user account is protected by a PIN number and 
has a personal Internet e-mail address, favorites list, 
and customized settings. SurfWatch parental controls 
are included. There's also an ISO Smart Card slot that 
supports ISO-compliant Visa, Master Card, cash cards, 
and ATM smart cards. 

Other key features include: D-1 quality, 4:2:2 video 
output; NTSC, PAL, and SECAM support, including 
WorldScan technology that formats Web content to 
appear optimally in all TV formats; and full CD-quality 
audio capability, with integrated RealAudio, MIDI 
music, and MPEG-1 and -2 audio. 

Finally, in this mighty sprint among companies for 
easier, faster Internet access, Hal Krisbergh and his 
new company, WorldGate Communications, might be 
considered the tortoise among the hares. His new 
technology — called TV On-line, or TVOL —is distin- 
guished by what is not needed for it to work. 

Unlike the other proposed cable-type delivery ser- 
vices, the only new equipment required for full Inter- 
net access in the subscriber's home is a wireless key- 
board that could be delivered through the mail. There 
is no need for a personal computer, computer monitor, 
broadband modem, telephone modem, or additional 
TV set-top appliance. And there are no big monthly 
bills. TVOL is expected to cost as little as $4.95 a 
month while its faster siblings hit $40 and above. 

The downstream path to the TVOL subscriber uses 
the vertical blanking interval (VBI) of existing video 
channels and delivers data at a rate of 100 kilobits per 
second, about three times faster than a conventional 
28.8 modem over a dial-up phone line. For two-way 
cable systems, TVOL uses the cable return path for 
upstream data at a rate of 20 kilobits per second. For 
one-way cable systems TVOL will use a conventional 
phone line and modem for the upstream data. 
WorldGate’s server, located at the cable operator’s 
headend, centralizes the computer processing neces- 
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sary to handle communications with the Internet. Pro- 
prietary software enables the set-top converter to func- 
tion as a remote graphics terminal and provides real 
time two-way communications with the server. The TV 
set is used instead of a PC monitor. WorldGate said it 
is working with major converter suppliers to make the 
necessary software modifications that will enable their 
converters to be used for the TVOL service. 

“Both the RF module and the telephone module 
already exist," said Dave Wachob, WorldGate vice 
president and general manager. "They are the same 
modules the cable converter box already uses for pay- 
per-view data collection. However, that happens to be 
a non real-time application. What our software does is 
allow those modules— both RF and telephone— to 
operate in real time, which is what's needed for Inter- 
net access." 

Because the target market for TVOL is the *uncon- 
nected," said Wachob, his company has gone to great 
lengths to keep the new system simple to operate. 
"For someone who may be intimidated by or can't 
afford a PC, we've taken any button that looks, smells, 
or sounds like a PC off that keyboard," he said. “It 
has the functionality of a typewriter." 

Of course, this is only a tiny sampling of the many 
Internet delivery technologies now under develop- 
ment. Intel's proposed Intercast service will also use 
the vertical blanking interval to deliver programming 
to multimedia PCs. Though some major telephone 


"For someone who may be intimidated by a PC, we've taken any 


button that looks, smells, or sounds like a PC off that keyboard." 


companies are backing wireless cable technology, 
they continue to be hard at work on new high-speed 
data technologies for their current wired networks. 

Traditional television and radio broadcasters are 
experimenting with digital services that would allow 
their existing antennas to broadcast Internet 
information along with traditional analog program- 
ming. And Internet data is being delivered these days 
by all sorts of means—from pagers to small receivers 
on wireless packet data networks. 
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Yet when we fast forward a few years into the future 
to a time when these new technologies are finally 
operating, will we—as viewers—experience better 
programs and services and have greater choice 
among them? Some leading television programmers 
are not so sure. 

Frustrated by the current industry obsession with 
digital television technology, some top video program- 
ming executives began a spontaneous dialogue on the 
issue recently at the annual Variety/Schroder 
Wertheim Big Picture Media Conference in New 
York City. 

Regardless of the "carrier pigeon," audiences are 
not going to turn on the new digital media devices 
unless there is something worth watching, said Marcy 
Carsey, a partner in the Carsey-Werner Company, pro- 
ducers of such network hits as Roseanne, Cybill, Grace 
Under Fire, and The Cosby Show. 

"Is all this stuff (technology) making for better 
shows, better movies, better music?" asked Carsey. 
"Not yet. Actually I think it might be worse for the 
time being. Lots of eyes have dropped lots of balls and 
those balls have to do with storytelling." 

Carsey got a nod of agreement on this from a man 
who began his career by editing short sports films for 
television syndication on his kitchen table at home. 
Charles Dolan now heads Cablevision Systems Corp., 
a leading programming and sports franchise com- 
pany whose networks include American Movie 
Classics and Bravo. 

“We have been preoccupied as an industry in recent 
years with the ideas of facility and competition 
between facilities-based providers. That's part 
of the move from analog to digital,"said 
Dolan, who also founded Home Box Office in 
the early 1970s. 

Currently, said Dolan, the industry is investing its 
money in platforms that will offer more choices in 
programming and information services than most 
people will ever want. “The fever is passing,” he said. 
“By the end of the decade the platforms will be here 
and we'll be back to content. What we do about con- 
tent—each in his own area—will be the way the win- 
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of Video Essentials, | 
Joe Kane, creator 
of A Video Standard, 
the indispensable test 
laserdisc for 
evaluating the quality 
of your video system, 


attempts to spread his 








message to the masses. E 


by AI Griffin 


Cordero Studios 


hen the laserdisc A Video Standard appeared in 1989, the co 

created along with it. The concept of a test disc at that point was nothing 
been using such discs for years to guide them through the propx 
Videophiles, however, lacked a comprehensive reference to check tha 
equipment was behaving properly, reproducing video signals elity. 
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Onscreen graphics 
guide you through 
the process of 
adjusting your TV’s 
picture controls 
(above). 

In case you were 
wondering, that ver- 
tical growth on top 
of the TV is a THX- 
approved center 
speaker (right). 

Two different PLUGE 
patterns with vary- 
ing average picture 
levels are used to 
check your TV's 
ability to maintain 

a consistent black 


level (below). 


Back to Basies 





After word about A Video Standard began to circu- 
late among a select group of consumers who cared as 
much about video quality as they did about audio qual- 
ity, an inescapable truth emerged: Consumer video 
products, television sets in par- 
ticular, had numerous deficien- 
cies that prevented them from 
presenting video source material 
in the manner it was originally 
intended to be seen. But it 
wasn't just the consumers who 
took note of the problems AVS 





revealed—manufacturers took note, as well. In fact, 


the vast improvements we've seen in video gear over 
the past seven years are attributable to the AVS disc, 
which single-handedly stimulated consumer demand 
-1 for accurate video 

reproduction in the 
home environment. 


Having achieved this 





goal, one would think 
| that AVS's creator 
| would be satisfied. 





That, however, is not 
the case. According to 
Kane, AVS merely 
scratched the sur- 
face—the greater mass 
of consumers remains 





to be enlightened 
about our NTSC video system and the benefits of 
proper TV adjustment. Moreover, they need to have 
the process explained to them in a way that's relatively 
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simple to digest. Which is precisely why Video Essen- 
tials was created: It's a step-by-step guide that doesn't 
bludgeon the user with an abundance of technical 
information, but provides just enough of it to allow the 
average person to set up their video system correctly. 

In keeping with its back-to-basics philosophy, Video 
Essentials refrains from going beyond the original AVS 
disc, or the manual that accompanied it, in providing a 
wealth of technical video information. In fact, Video 
Essentials doesn't come with a manual at all—the infor- 
mation it intends to communicate is contained on the 
disc itself. The content of Video Essentials will 
undoubtedly disappoint the hardcore videophiles who 
were perhaps awaiting the arrival of A Video Standard 
II, wherein telecine methods would be tackled in- 
depth, and juicy supplemental materials presented on 
the various phosphor types used in video display 
devices. That type of person (you know who you are) 
should nonetheless find comfort in the fact that sev- 
eral test signals that weren't included on the original 
disc are present on its successor. 


Room Environment 
Video Essentials uses an off-screen narrator to guide 
viewers through the setup of a virtual home theater 
created with 3-D computer animation techniques. The 
first topic that's discussed is the ideal home theater 
environment. The narrator explains the need for neu- 
tral color schemes in the area of the room surround- 
ing the television; the environment as depicted in the 
onscreen home theater is a medium gray, although 
the narrator stops short of actually telling viewers to 
paint their walls the same color. The point, he sug- 
gests, is to ensure that the environment surrounding 
the television does not conflict with the onscreen image. 
Other topics discussed early in the disc include the 
need to carefully control ambient light levels in a view- 
ing environment, and, at the same time, the need to 
add some degree of light to the room, preferably in 
the area behind the set. These two topics are closely 
intertwined: Video Essentials suggests that, although 
it’s important to minimize the amount of light in a 
home theater environment, viewing a set in a com- 
pletely darkened room will create eye strain, so a 
small amount of room lighting is actually beneficial. 
The solution that Video Essentials’ narrator suggests is 
to equip windows in the room with heavy drapes that 
will shut out ambient light, and to strategically place 
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The effect adjust- 
ments should have 
on the picture are 
depicted onscreen 
(above). 
Demonstration 
material features 
scenes with a broad 
palette of colors 
(right). 

Chapter 15 features 
several test signals 
that installers will 
find useful, such as 
this 1.85:1 aspect 
ratio crosshatch 


pattern (below). 


Back to Basies 





light sources to alleviate the eye strain that occurs in 
darkened room environments. The type of light that’s 
suggested is one that has a color temperature at or 
near 6500 degrees Kelvin, the NTSC standard for the 
color of gray. Use of incandescent bulbs is generally a 
bad option—the kind of light they produce tends to be 
warm and colored, as opposed to “neutral.” Several 
types of fluorescent bulbs are available that can provide 
a more neutral source of ambient light. 


Audio Essentials 

Rather than diving directly into video 
setup procedures, Video Essentials next 
covers the proper setup of the audio por- 
tion of a home theater. This, according 





to the narrator, will allow your tele- 
vision to warm up for the 30-minute 
period it requires to perform at its 
maximum potential. Audio test sig- 
nals allow for testing the proper 
phasing of the connections in your 
audio system; once you verify 
proper phasing, you can move on 
to the pink-noise signals used to 
balance each channel in a surround sound system 
Prior to the audio test signal chapter, the use of a 
sound pressure level meter for calibrating the output 
of each individual channel in a Pro Logic or Dolby 
Digital system is discussed. The meter the narrator 
suggests you go out and purchase is the RadioShack 
SPL meter with an analog display —the same model 
that we use at Home Theater magazine. You can pick 


96 Home Theater /October 1996 








one of these up at virtually any Rad Shack in the U. 5. 
of A., provided the guy behind the counter knows 
what you're talking about. If he doesn't, grab a catalog 
and point it out to him. They'll have it in stock. 

Video Essentials includes standard Dolby Surround- 
and Dolby Digital-encoded tracks, so you can use the 
test signals to set up systems based around both types 
of processors. Each test signal lasts for a considerable 
amount of time, and is separated by chapters, which 
allows you to program an A-B loop on your laserdisc 
player that will make the signal play continuously. 
This provides you with the opportunity 
to take an average reading of each 
speaker's output by measuring it from 
several different points on the plane at 
which you're sitting—a method that 
generally provides more accurate mea- 
surements. The speaker setup depicted 
onscreen while the disc generates test signals follows 
THX specs: vertically oriented center speaker, and 
dipolar rears set up high on the side walls with the 
null pointed at the listener's head. Although I don't 
think it was intended for humorous effect, the tower- 
ing vertical center speaker, which is about as large as 
the television on top of which it sits, looks quite silly. 
Don't feel that you need to adopt this practice —hori- 
zontally oriented center speakers in a home theater 
installation work just fine. THX-certified center speakers 
that dare to get horizontal are also available; in our 
opinion, this option is preferable to having a sound- 
emitting monolith perched precari- 
ously atop your monitor. 


Video Essentials 

side two of the disc features sev- 
eral basic test signals that are used 
in adjusting a TV with the set's pic- 
ture controls. Individual chapters 
are featured for each control: 
brightness, contrast, color, tint, and sharpness. 

A Video Standard includes test signals identical to 
the ones found in the first few chapters on side two of 
Video Essentials, so longtime owners of AVS will find 
nothing new to dig into here. Those who are just get- 
ting into home theater, however, will appreciate the 
interactive structure of the chapters, in which a narra- 
tor discusses in detail each test signal and its specific 
function in proper TV setup. Onscreen graphics 
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indicate the areas in the signal you should be looking 
at when making your adjustments; “dramatizations” 
of the effect that adjustments should have on the 
image are depicted, as well. 

Although the thrust of each of the video calibration 
chapters is to briefly discuss your TV’s picture con- 
trols and the effect they have on the displayed image, 
you'll also find a good deal of information about the 
inner workings of a television, as well as visual 
demonstrations that indicate just 














how well your TV is performing 
(or not performing). For example, 
in the chapter on the brightness 
control, both video black level and 
average picture level, or APL, are 
discussed. Two separate PLUGE 
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You can use the 
dot-hatch pattern in 
Chapter 15 to check 
corner and edge focus 
on projectors (above). 
A chart reveals the 
percentage of over- 
scan present on your 
monitor (right). 

The crosshatch pat- 


patterns (the PLUGE 


tern features circles 
for quickly setting pattern being the test 
picture geometry signal on which bright- 


(below). ness controls are 
adjusted) each display 
varying amounts of 
white. The PLUGE 
pattern with the greater white area is said to have a 
higher APL, while the pattern with less white has a 
lower APL. The narrator tells us that a properly per- 
forming TV should be able to maintain the same 
black level at differing average picture levels, and the 
disc then switches rapidly between the two PLUGE 
patterns. If your TV has good DC restoration capabil- 
ity, you should see no difference in black level; if it 
doesn't, the level of black in each frame will shift dra- 
matically when the switching occurs. 





The other video calibration chapters go into great 
detail about setting your TV's contrast, color, tint, and 
sharpness controls. The chapter on contrast features 
visual demonstrations of the "blooming" effect that 
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occurs when you set a TV's contrast beyond its linear 
operating range; the color and tint chapters demon- 
strate how the errors in a TV's NTSC decoder will 
show up on a SMPTE color bar test pattern. The color 
and tint overview chapter is one of the most useful 
sections on the disc in that it shows you what decoder 
errors look like when viewed through red-, green-, and 
blue-only filters; unfortunately you'll not be able to test 
for these problems yourself on any color outside of 
blue, because the disc only includes a blue filter to 
peer through. 

Video Essentials’ video calibration section concludes 
with a discussion of the color gray in video, and how 
you can't adjust a TV to properly reproduce a gray 
scale via the set's front-panel controls; it requires the 
services of trained professionals, such as those certi- 
fied by Kane's own organization, the Imaging Science 
Foundation. This abrupt, and somewhat ominous 
ending is likely to leave consumers baffled, fearing 
that their TV is still not functioning properly, despite 
the fact that they bought Video Essentials and care- 
fully followed the steps contained therein. But, as 
the ISF ads state, "Joe Kane says that your TV is all 
wrong...and he's right." Video Essentials is just the 
first step in getting your TV to properly reproduce an 
NTSC video image. Those wishing to go the next step 
along the path to accurate video display will have to 
follow this last bit of advice. 

As a basic introduction to the proper setup of a home 
theater system, Video Essentials succeeds in getting its 
message of good video across. Consumers who are 
interested in getting the maximum performance out 
of their TVs would do well to pick up a copy; more 
advanced video enthusiasts will also find something of 
value in the video test material chapter, which includes 
many test signals not included on the original AVS 
disc, including crosshatch patterns configured in sev- 
eral different aspect ratios, and dot-hatch patterns for 
checking the focus of a video projector. Video Essentials 
Is receiving wide distribution by Image Entertainment, 
so it should be available now in laserdisc stores every- 
where. Check it out, and discover how a properly set 
up television is capable of performing. 


Imaging Science Foundation 
3257 Harrington Drive 

Boca Raton, FL 33496 

(407) 997-9073 T 








ee ГЖ) P o 


| When Frank Serafine — the е7 зй 
. and mixing for major motion pictures, audio and video 
become one to create the perfect theater 
. sensation. And Serafine never releases a movie 
; from his studios without first hearing it on a screen 
= ГА Stewart Filmscreen. 
 /-- That's right. Hearing it. Through Stewart' S 
acoustically transparent screen, brought to you by 
the Academy Award-winning technology of Stewart 
Filmscreen. | 
Frank has been designing and mixing audio 
perfectly through Stewart screens for over 15 years. 
Movies like “Hunt for Red October,” “Virtuosity,” 
“The Addams Family,” and “Lawnmower Man.” 
. Movies which require intense audio design and 


Stewart Filmscreen Собул 
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mixing which Frank could only deliver using а 
Stewart perforated screen. After all, if it’s not perfect 
in Serafine’s studio, how is it supposed to sound 
right in your home cinema? 

That's why Stewart's acoustically transparent 
screen belongs in your home cinema. Because, to 
be frank, the perfect home cinema begins with 
placing your center channel speaker behind your 
screen. And if Frank is listening to it on a Stewart 
screen before it’s released to the theaters, shouldn’t 
you be listening to it on a Stewart screen when it 
makes it to your home? 

From the studio, to the theater, to your home. 

If it’s perfectly Frank, it must be perfectly Stewart. 

Call Stewart at 800-762-4999 for the dealer 


nearest you. 


1161 West Sepulveda Boulevard, Torrance, California 90502 
Check out Stewart's Web Site at http://www.stewartfilm.com 


| Have ONE WORD FOR YOU, BEN... 
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A single word is your key to Andy Pargh’s Gadget Guru Forum, 
the hottest online electronics and home entertainment arena in 


cyberspace. And now, when 










you sign on to America Online, 
that same keyword will take 





you to the best of Home 

Theater magazine, too. 
It’s the place to read entertaining features, 
interviews, and straight-shooting reviews 
of the latest hardware and software. You'll 
even be able to connect directly to Home 
Theater Online, our home page on the 
World Wide Web. Once there, you can 
use Home Theater Online's searchable 
product database to get information on 
thousands of home theater products. The 
Dealer Locator will help you find a store 
in your area that carries the products you want to buy. 

You can even subscribe to Home 

AND Y Pf FR Б! Theater magazine right from your keyboard. 

ў And of course, you'll be smack dab in the middle of 
the Gadget Guru Forum, the most informative, fun, 
and user-friendly site for those on the cutting-edge of 
gadgetry, computers, and consumer electronics. 





So you're still not on AOL? Call America Online at 1-800-592-0033. 
And the next time somebody asks for a hot tip, don't say *Plastics." 


Theater 
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- | " Arcici Inc. 
p | The IMPERIAL 
| | Component 
T Display System 
- | | * „With its 22K 
J " 4 [ gold-plated fit- ; 
> i tings, satin-finish, — 
E i г 2-inch diameter : 
P stainless steel г 
columns, апа E 
1-inch thick \ 





crystal clear (or optional black) acrylic shelves the IMPERIAL 
makes a stunning, elegant statement, complementing 
the most beautiful of today's high-end A/V systems.The  . 
IMPERIAL rack is modular. The shelves are infinitely | 
adjustable, allowing each shelf to be positioned precisely 
where you want it. Build your rack vertically and/or 
horizontally, individually or interlocked. 1 
Winner of the coveted 1996 Design and Engineering Award. _ 
Endorsed by the Industrial Designers’ Society of America. _ 
Priced from $1500; as shown $3,060 hi 


P.O. Box 704, Islip Terrace, NY 11752 3 
Phone or Fax (516) 581-7006 E 

Architecture 
AV Architecture is E 
redefining audio and 
video furniture. Our full 
line of 23 works of art is 
designed to extend the 


— сарон embodied in your components. 

Every AV Architecture unit blends the technologies of i 
stands and components, resulting in a culminated body : 
of sight and sound. The 32-inch steel tubing allows all ` 
cords and cables of the component at rest to run inter- | 
nally —a feature unique to all AV Architecture products. 7 

Whether you're choosing a stand to display your ү 
mini-systems, or a combination of wall mounts апа К 
direct-view units, the modular design of every у 
unit ensures а complimentary look, flexibility 
of arrangement, and simplistic functionality. 
Now you can sculpt a home theater and tailor 
it to your changing needs. 


118 Alexander Avenue, Ames, IA 50010, Phone: 515-233-0910 
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Fax: 515-233-0912, http://global-reach.com/ava ЄЎ 
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Escient 
Finally. ACD management system that’s easy to install, 
affordable and packed with features you won't believe. | 
. Now, with Intelligent- Link, the automatic CD identifi- ( 
cation technology that builds your own custom library. | 
. Escient, providing the science between entertainment 


and technology. 
ESCIENT J 


—⸗ 2 


12955 Oid Meridian Street, Ste 107, Carmel, IN 46082 
(317) 571-1111 
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Irwin 
Seating 
Company 
The Best Seats 

in the House 

North America’s 
largest manufacturer 
of theater seating 
with several luxurious 
styles specifically for 
— use in Home Theaters. 
[гуд 5 proven performance ensures that your chairs 
will look and feel great for years to come, enabling you 
to create the perfect ambiance for your screening room. 
Call today for our full line brochure. 


TU 
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905-820-6577 fax 905-820-7137 

Voice Mail: 1-800-759-SEAT (Ask for Home Theater) 
165 City View Dr., Etobicoke, Ontario M9W 5B1 

3251 Fruit Ridge Rd. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 184 
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F Drt how open 1s your 
mind? If I were to hit you with 
a concept, could you dig it? Dig 
this: LCD projectors aren't just 
for the uptight suits in corpo- 
rate boardrooms anymore! You 
know, those guys with the pie 
charts and graphs who, in the 
service of the MAN, scheme to 
feed the war machine, and 
feather their own nests on the 


backs of the workers. 


Liquid. 
Crys 
Acid 


tal 


Dig the heavy 





vibes our editors 





lay down about 


” SANYO | 
_  PLC-700M 





the grooviness 





of these five LCD 


SHARP 


ы XVH37U — 





projectors, man. 





FACE OFF 


The Liquid Crystal Acid Test 


No, LCD projectors have moved 
way, way beyond that. In fact, 
they’ve moved into the home, so 
now all of us can trip out to Bar- 
barella or Easy Rider or any of our 
favorite movies in the womb-like 
privacy of our own home theater 
any time we please. Pretty far out, 
huh? Back before revolutionary 
consciousness gained hold among 
the people, there was a time when 
the only viable choice for a home 
front-projection system was a CRT 
projector, which uses individual 


Seeing a video image blown up almost to the size you'd 


encounter in a movie theater can be highly entertaining. 


CRTs for the red, green, and blue 
components of a video signal. 
Now, CRT projectors can provide 
amazingly good images, but there 
are also a few downers to going 
the CRT route. The first would be 
the weight of a CRT projector: The 
three CRTs, combined with the 
corresponding lens assemblies, 
power supply, and various other 
things, result in one heavy unit, 
man, and one that’s not exactly 
portable, either. The second 
downer is the complexity of CRT 
projector setup. Unless you’re 
some kind of geek genius, or have 
taken courses in video projector 
installation, you'll have to rely on 
the services of a professional 
installer to get a CRT projector 
looking right: It's a time-consuming 
procedure that demands a good 
deal of prior experience. The third 
downer is the price: CRT projec- 
tors cost lots of bread — usually 
upward of $10,000 to $20,000— 
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and if you're planning to add a line 
doubler or quadrupler, the price of 
the system can get really far out. 
LCD projectors address each of 
the shortcomings of CRT models: 
They're light, portable, easy to set 
up, and generally inexpensive. 
The majority of projectors we'll be 
looking at in our LCD Acid Test 
cost around $10,000, but we've 
also seen impressive LCD models 
that cost as little as $2,500—а 
price we consider to be accessible. 
LCD projectors generally use 
three separate panels to convey 
red, green, and blue picture infor- 
mation. These 
panels consist of 
tiny elements called 
pixels, which are 
arrayed over the 
face of the panel. A powerful lamp 
inside the projector beams light 
onto the panels; the red, green, 
and blue light components are 
then recombined and projected 
through a lens element onto a 
screen. It's a process that can 
produce a fine image, and, unlike 
CRT models, which have settings 
that tend to drift over time, you 
won't have to worry about adjust- 
ing the projector on a regular basis. 
There are a few major problems 
we've encountered in the past 
when using LCD projectors. The 
first is that they've been unable to 
hold a decent level of black—the 
imperfect opacity of the LCD 
panels instead creates a uniform 
gray that we found unacceptable 
when watching movies. The 
second problem has been the pix- 
elization effect that occurs when 
images are blown up to the 80- to 
100-inch screen size that's desir- 
able for home theater. This artifact 
can be compared to the grainy 
effect you encounter when looking 





at a QuickTime movie on a com- 
puter screen, although the effect is 
hardly that pronounced. The third 
and fourth, and perhaps most irri- 
tating, problems we've seen in 
LCD projectors are hotspots and 
color shifts, particularly when a 
scene with a lot of white area 
appears onscreen. These are the 
problems we were conscious of 
when entering this Face Off. Just 
how well each projector fared 
when held up to our collective 
scrutiny shall be revealed in the 
reviews that follow. 

Now that I’ve enlightened you to 
the status of LCD projectors in our 
Great Society, I expect you to 
make an informed decision about 
adding one to your home theater. 
Seeing a video image blown up 
almost to the size you'd encounter 
in a movie theater can be highly 
entertaining — І can't begin to 
describe the fun we had experi- 
menting with the Sanyo PLC-700M 
data-grade projector, which can 
project a bright, watchable image 
measuring up to 25 feet diagonal. 
We practically filled the entire wall 
of our photographer's studio with 
video! It was an experience that 
will be emblazoned on my retinas 
for all eternity. Ê 


TESTING SYSTEM 

* Runco LJR-II laserdisc player 

e Stewart StudioTek 130 
screen (7-foot, 1.3 gain) 


e Da-Lite High-Power Screen 


(6-foot, 2.9 gain) 


* Runco $C3050 line doubler 
e Canare composite and RGB 


video cable 
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his is what one of the industry's 

most advanced speakers would look 
like if you let it outdoors. Introducing 
the latest in the Garden Speaker series 
from Pioneer — high-performance 
environmental speakers designed to 
complement virtually any landscape. 
Offered in a wide range of models, 
including speakers with integrated 
ambient lighting, the Garden Speaker is 
what outdoor audio has become – the 
quintessential combination of unwaver- 
ing durability (thriving in all weather 
extremes) and unsurpassed high-fidelity 
sound. We leveraged everything we 
know about traditional audio and 


brought it outside, creating an innovative 





5 e — — = group of speakers that performs soundly 
in any environment. Pioneer is redefin- 
ing outdoor audio, making sound a vital 


А | - A sound investment for every landscape, Pioneer has ` part of your landscape. 
/ designed а complete series of Garden 0 


including the CSL300 (shown) and the mpanion 
651250. Заа 





O PIONEER: 


The Art of Entertainment 
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Pioneer Electronics Technology, Inc. 
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AmPro LCD-LOO 


РАСЕ. OFF 


AmPro projects a positive image. 


When we asked AmPro to send us 
an LCD projector for our Face Off, 
we half-expected them to send us 
an industrial-grade wildebeest, 
with an overly loud fan and a 


design more appropriate for a 
university A/V department than a 


screen and still retain focus. The 
remote has image zoom and focus 
controls, as well as horizontal and 
vertical centering functions for 
aligning the image perfectly in the 
screen’s center. 

The LCD-100 features RGB 
inputs for displaying images from a 
computer; video inputs consist of 
two composite and one S-video. 


virtually no color fringing visible 
on the crosshatch pattern, only 
small amounts of chroma PM 
noise, and an impressive comb 
filter that left minimal dot crawl 
and no hanging dots. One partic- 
ular problem we were looking 
closely for did make itself visible, 
however, on a white full-field pat- 
tern: hot-spotting. The LCD-100 
presented a somewhat less than 
uniform image across the screen, 
with areas of light beaming 
toward the center of the picture. 





A. The LCD-100’s 
fan won't drown out 
the sound in your 
home theater. 

В. RGB inputs allow 
the projector to be 
used as a monitor 
for your computer 
system. 

С. A small hole in the 
upper right corner of 
the remote provides 
access to the LCD- 


100's service menu. 


tasteful, high-tech home theater. 
What we eventually received 
from AmPro turned our expecta- 
tions on their head. (Thankfully, 
the LCD-100 has an image- 
invert feature to compensate 
for this anomaly.) From an 
industrial design standpoint, 
the AmPro projector was the 
slickest-looking of the bunch, 
and came equipped with an 
equally well-designed and 
easy-to-use remote. Oh yes, 
and it produced an impressive 
picture. But more on that later. [7 
The LCD-100 uses three с] 
LCD panels combined with а | 
250-watt metal halide lamp to 
produce a bright and surpris- 
ingly detailed (for LCD) image. 
For setup, the minimum throw 
distance is 8.2 feet, with 27.6 feet 
being the maximum distance you 
can position the projector from the 
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О ADJUST МООЕ. | 





Available picture adjustment con- 
trols include the standard bright- 
ness, contrast, color, tint, and 
sharpness, as well as luminance 
noise reduction for use with 
noisy input sources. You 
can access a service menu 
by inserting a paper clip 
into a small hole on the 
upper part of the remote; 
this enables users to adjust 
among other things the 
red, green, and blue sub- 
brightness and sub-contrast 
controls to achieve proper 
gray-scale reproduction. 
By the time we finished 
fiddling with these particu- 
lar controls, the gray scale 
looked pretty close to the 6,500- 
degree NTSC standard. 

In viewing test frames from the 
A Video Standard test disc, we 
observed that the projector had 
excellent convergence, with 


шы m 


AMPRO rinse 


AmPro LCD-100 


AmPro Corporation 
5 Wheeling Ave. 


Woburn, MA 01801 

(800) 556-7733 

Circle Reader Service No. 522 
Dealer Locator Code AMP 





The uniformity problem less- 
ened to an extent when we 
switched over to regular movie 
laserdiscs. All told, once we fin- 
ished our adjustments and sat 
back to watch our visual reference 
disc, Benny & Joon, we were quite 
happy with what we saw. We 
noticed a small degree of pixeliza- 
tion in the image, but its effects 
proved over time to be negligible. 
In deeming the AmPro’s picture 
“very watchable,” Brian perhaps 
best summed up the thoughts of 
us all. A very watchable picture, 
indeed. f 


It Takes a Great Projector to 
Make a Line Doubler Look Good... 


Or course, we're partial to Dwin’s own System LD-2 Line Doubler/Controller, but the HD-500 looks 
great with any input signal. Using the latest circuit design techniques and commercial-grade components, 
the HD-500's broad scanning range is compatible with DVD, doublers, quadruplers, computers and all 
proposed HDTV standards. Over 60 aspect ratio/scan rate memory positions let you screen movies in 
their original format while our exclusive highly efficienct, scan-synchronized high-voltage power supply 
Stays rock steady even with the most dramatic black-to-white scene transitions. 

Fully color corrected, high resolution lenses take full advantage of large raster magnetic focus CRTs 
to display images of pin-point focus, and Dwin’s 12-bit remote digital convergence system keeps 
pictures perfectly aligned. Fan-free cooling keeps things silent, so you can concentrate on the 
perfect images without distraction. 





Dwin’s System 3 Has Both! 


The System 3 package includes our renowned LD-2 Line Doubler/Controller, the HD-500 projector, a low- 
profile ceiling mount and infrared or RS232 remote control for under $15,000. Select from seven A/V 
inputs using easy- to-operate onscreen menus while viewing filmlike images. Dwin’s exclusive circuits 
deliver accurate chroma decoding with extensive gray-scale controls while virtually eliminating scan lines. 

No other home theater image system is quieter, easier to operate, more compact or more affordable. 
Audition the System 3 at your Dwin dealer and see what true projection-video quality is all about! 


Electronics 


5838 San Fernando Road, Unit D, Glendale, CA 91202 ° Telephone # (818) 956-1608 · Fax # (818) 956-0721 
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Runco LCP-500 


Runco’s new LCD projector rocks our world. 


A. The LCP-500’s 
compact industrial 
design was charac- 
terized as “cute” by 
one panelist. 

В, RGB inputs allow 
you to use the 
LCP-500 with both 
a Mac and a PC. 

C. When using the 
unit's IR receiver, 
the remote's touch- 
sensitive pad can be 


used as a mouse. 


As the first LCD projector to come 
to us from Runco International, 
manufacturer of the impressive 
IDP-980 Ultra front projector featured 
in our May '96 issue, the LCP-500 
had a considerable pedigree to live 
up to. We knew Runco wouldn't 
release a product that didn't meet 
their usual high standards for 





image quality, but given the past 
limitations of LCD technology, we 


weren't sure how they'd pull it 






off. So, with rubber gloves 
on and magnifying gog- 
gles in place, we unboxed 
the LCP-500. 

'The LCP-500 uses a 250- 
watt lamp that Runco guar- 
antees for 6 months or 2,000 
hours of use. Throw distance 
for the projector is from 
3.28 to 39.37 feet; image size 
ranges from a mere 20 inches 
to an incredible 25 feet diago- 
nal. The remote control fea- 


| 
RUNCO 


tures zoom and focus adjust- 
ments, and also has preset 
buttons for 2x and 4x zoom; a 
touch-sensitive pad allows you to 
scan select areas of the image. 
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Inputs present on the LCP-500 
include one composite video, one 
S-video, and an RGB input for 
connecting a computer source; 
both Mac and PC formats are 
supported. By attaching the IR 
receiver that comes with the unit 
to your computer’s mouse port, 
the remote’s pad can be used as 
a mouse when operating the 
LCP-500 as a computer monitor, 
which is about the coolest feature 


that the unit’s gray scale, which 
Runco presets at 7,500 degrees 
Kelvin at the factory, was tracking 
extremely well. The only serious 
anomaly we uncovered with the 
LCP-500 was poor picture conver- 
gence, which resulted in color 
fringing on a crosshatch pattern. 
We hope Runco will correct this 
problem by the time they step up 
production on the unit. 

Our impressions of the LCP-500 
were uniformly positive. Citing the 
projector’s amazing detail and 
color accuracy, Brent claimed it 
was the best LCD projector he'd 
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we've seen on any product, ever. 
Viewing a full-field white frame 
from A Video Standard to 
test white field unifor- 
mity, we observed a 
degree of color shift on 
the LCP-500, although it 
wasn't nearly as bad as 
what we encountered with 
the Sharp XV-H37U. Hot- 
spotting proved to be mini- 
mal: Of all the projectors 
tested, it performed best on 
this parameter. Viewing the 
SMPTE color bar frame 
revealed that the LCP-500's 
comb filter, which is the 
same type Runco uses in 
their LJR-II laserdisc player, 


was excellent, with only minimal 
visible dot crawl and hanging dots. 
A gray-scale frame also revealed 
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Runco LCP-500 


Runco International 
2463 Tripaldi Way 


Hayward, CA 94545 

(510) 293-9154 

Circle Reader Service No. 523 
Dealer Locator Code RUN 





ever seen. Like the rest of us, he 
was surprised to see an LCD pro- 
jector produce an image with 
solid, detailed blacks and minimal 
pixelization artifacts. Brian appre- 
ciated the LCP-500’s compact 
design (he thought it was cute) 
and its relatively quiet fan. 

Given the impressive perfor- 
mance of the LCP-500, we can’t 
wait to see Runco's LCP-400— 
an LCD projector Runco claims 
matches the LCP-500 in image 


==” 


quality, yet costs $2,500 less! f 


Which 79¢/foot speaker cable 
blew away the high-priced competition 
ina Home Theater" review? 





Some people were surprised that 
TARA Labs Klara; which retails tor 
just 79¢/foot, outperformed speaker 
cables priced at $2 to $3/foot. The 


fact is, TARA Labs has been producing 

world-class audio and video cables for 

ten years. And whether it’s our budget-priced Prism" cables or our critically- 
acclaimed Rectangular Solid Core" series, all TARA cables have one thing in 


common: more bang for the buck. 


Another example...Our $39 Prism 22 was declared “the best interconnect under 


$100/m pair” by “Fi” magazine. 


If it’s hard to believe that cables this affordable can sound this good, just ask the 


guys at Carnegie Hall’s recording studios. Whose cables do you think they use? 





“Seasoned audiophile Robert 
(Ross) declared the TARA Labs 
Klara to be the best cable of the 
lot, noting a warm, seductive 
qualitu which brought out the 
space between instruments in a 
recording." 


Brent Butterworth 
in “Home Theater"/June 1996 


ТАКА LABS 


541/488-6465 


TM - Klara, Prism and Rectangular Solid Core are trademarks of TARA Labs, Inc. 





PL C 1 00M video device; its strengths lie, 

S anyo = rather, in its overall functionality. 
The projector’s internal fan was 
considerably louder than any of 


Can industrial-strength LCD work for enables you to zoom, focus, and the other units tested, and its 
home theater? shift the image position via NTSC decoder was all but unus- 
remote, which is a backlit model. able, necessitating the inclusion of 
You can position the PLC-700M a $9,995 Runco SC-3050 line dou- 
If there were a single word we at distances ranging from 3.2 to bler in the video chain (which 
could offer to describe the Sanyo 35.8 feet from the screen to accom- enabled us to bypass the Sanyo’s 
PLC-700M LCD projector, it would modate screen sizes of 20 inches decoder) to achieve accurate color 
be utilitarian. This is not a machine to 300 inches diagonal. It features and tint settings in an image. 
for lightweights; think of it as the two composite, one Svideo, and White field uniformity on the 


PLC-700M was poor: When dis- 
3 playing a white full-field frame 
= from A Video Standard, the image 





appeared to be considerably 
darker on top than at the bottom 
of the screen. The projector’s con- 
vergence also left something to be 
desired, with visible color fringing 


L 


observable on a crosshatch pattern 
from AVS. 

Coming from the world of 
industrial-grade LCD products, 
the PLC-700M, we'd anticipated, 
might not be the best option for 
home theater. Unless you have 





access to an external device, such 





as a line doubler, to use as an 
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—— ^e — © | | o NTSC decoder, we can't recom- 
mend using the PLC-700M for 

A. The PLC-700M LCD equivalent of a Sherman tank. one BNC video input, two com- home theater applications at all. 

produces an image We were amazed at its ability to puter inputs: a DB25-pin terminal, 

that's both big take the input of almost and five BNC jacks for R, Sanyo PLC-700M 

and bright. any international video G, B, horizontal sync, and — "m 

B. You'll find an standard or computer vertical sync. The RGB Chatsworth, CA 91311 

extensive array of source and output a input can also be used to (800) 421-5013 

| | Circle Reader Service Мо. 524 

inputs for a multi- watchable 25-foot-diagonal 200M ^ FOCUS connect a line doubler— Dealer Locator Code SAN 

tude of sources. image at a distance of — — an option we strongly rec- 

C. The remote is approximately 36 feet. ie те ommend to get the best Still, Brent insisted the PLC-700M 

backlit to eliminate With its 400-watt - performance out of this was the projector he'd want to 

late-night fumbling. metal halide lamp, the NES particular projector. In own, provided he had large, open 
PLC-700M producedthe | To uui addition to standard NTSC loft space in which to install it. He 
brightest picture of all | SANYO | video, the PLC-700M sup- found the big image the projector 
the projectors in our | uerus % | ports three additional video produced to be tremendously 
Face Off. It features three standards, including PAL, appealing. If big images are 
LCD panels, and has a SECAM, and NTSC 4.43. important to you, you too might 
motorized lens that The PLC-700M isn’t appreciate the PLC-700M. ® 





exactly what we'd call a refined 
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Now the Theta That Brings You the Music 
Can Take You to The Movies, Too 


We live in a time of Change. Theta has made a reputation over the last nine 
years for building components that do not become obsolete. Casablanca is the 
full realization of this ideal: configured specifically for your needs now, it can 





quickly and easily be reconfigured and upgraded for your future needs. 


Casablancas open architecture allows for choices in capabilities and quality 
levels now, for upgrading later, and updating as industry standards change. 
Casablanca can be configured as a: 


* surround sound processor with Dolby Prologic’ 

* surround sound processor with Dolby Digital (AC-3) 

e surround sound processor with DTS Coherent Acoustics! 
* high fidelity video switcher 

* high performance D to A converter 

* high performance digital preamp 
| * high performance analog preamp 
i. LM ® phase perfect electronic crossover 







ETA LACAN VR 


- 


DISPLAY 


n 
W 


THETA DIGITAL CORPORATION 


DIGITAL DONE RIGHT 


5330 Derry Ave., Suite R, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 (818) 597-9195 FAX (818) 597-1079 


GROE PENDEN — “Dolby is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. +DTS Coherent Acoustics is a registered trademark of Digital Theater Systems, L.P. 


DEALER LOCATOR CODE THE 
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Sharp ХҮ-5950 


Sharp’s flagship model leaves us wondering 
which end is up. 


A. A 350-watt 
bulb ensures an 
extremely bright 
picture from the 
SV-S95U. 

B. You'll find com- 
posite video and 
S-video inputs, but 
no RGB. 

C. The SV-S95U's 
remote is easy to 
use and lights up 


in dark rooms. 


Most Home Theater readers will 
recognize Sharp as a manufacturer 
of affordable LCD projectors. Back 
in the October '95 issue, editor 
Brent Butterworth enthused over 
their XV-P15U, a $2,495 projector 
that broke new ground in terms 


of price/performance ratio in the 


LCD category. But it appears that 
Sharp has its hands in the high 
end as well: The XV-S95U, which 
retails for a cool $9,995, represents 
the extreme top end of the com- 
pany's line in terms price and, one 
would expect, performance. 

In order to achieve the 
company's goal of pro- 
ducing the brightest 
possible image to be 
found in LCD projec- 
tion, the XV-S95U 
uses a 350-watt metal 
halide lamp, which 
beats out most of the 
other models in our 
Face Off by 100 watts. 
The unit has three LCD 
panels, each containing a total of 
309,120 pixels. 

The setup range of the XV-S54U 
is 4.3 to 23 feet, which makes it 
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SHARP 
CD PROJECTOR 


adaptable to a wide spectrum of 
installation requirements. Once 
the desired placement is set, the 
projector’s back-lit remote allows 
the user to zoom, focus, and shift 
the image position vertically. Two 
composite video inputs and one 
S-video input are present on the 
unit; however, an RGB input for 
hookup of a computer is conspic- 
uously absent. Each of the other 


Brent hasn’t encountered in seven 
years of reviewing video equipment. 
White field uniformity, although 
better than what we perceived on 
both the AmPro and the Sharp 
XV-H37U, suffered from a degree 
of center hot-spotting, and a gray 
full-field pattern revealed a high 
amount of luminance noise in the 
image. The performance of the 
unit’s comb filter was standard at 
best: We saw both dot crawl and 
hanging dots on the SMPTE color 
bar frame from AVS. 

But the most objectionable 





projectors in the Face Off falling 
into the $10,000 price range 
include this feature. 

Menu features of the XV-S95U 
include adjustable image masking, 
and two picture-control menu for- 
mats: a full-screen display, and 
an abridged display that 

drops the slider bar down 
to the bottom of the 
screen. Once the basic 
picture adjustments are 
set, you can make fine 
adjustment of the white 
level using the XV-S95U's 
background controls, 
which affect the red and 
blue bias of the projec- 
tor's gray scale. 

The image produced by the 
XV-S95U was, in a word, disap- 
pointing. We were unable to 
properly set the black level on a 
PLUGE pattern—a problem that 





Sharp XV-S95U 


Sharp Electronics Corporation 
Sharp Plaza 


Mahwah, NJ 07430-2135 
(201) 529-8200 

Circle Reader Service No. 525 
Dealer Locator Code SHA 





visual artifacts of all in images 
produced by the XV-S95U might 
be attributable to the projector's 
line-doubling circuitry. On movies, 
color resolution was poor: Close- 
up shots of faces looked pixelated 
and highly unnatural, almost like 
the compressed video from a 
CD-ROM source. For a unit costing 
$9,995, which lacks an RGB input, 
Sharp needs to try a little harder— 
ultimately, solid performance 
parameters must exist in order to 
distinguish the high- from the 
low-end products in a manufac- 


== 


turer’s line. f 
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Forward Firing Driver: 
high impact sound levels 
and clean bass you can 


feel. 


POSSESS HEHE ETE HET EEE EERE TR RHEE TOT EE HOHE "a 


Copper Voice Coil: 
precisely matched to the 
magnet structure for 
constant linearity. 


SCTE TOTES TEETH EEE EEE E TREE EEE EEEEE HEHEHE HEHEHE 


Downfiring Passive 
Radiator: 

extended low frequency 
performance without a 
muddy, boomy quality. 
Downfiring to 

couple with the floor for 
maximum bass energy. 
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ouve planned to add a subwoofer to your : mance, from super-efficient drivers that deliver 

home theater for a while — vou know vour : optimum output without high amplifier power, to 
favorite movie soundtracks need the punch and £ a downward-firing passive radiator for high-impact 
drama of deep bass. : sound. 

But you dont want the muddy, undefined : Like all Velodyne speakers, they're built for low 
sound of the me-too subs you've heard. And you : distortion, using custom components that work 
dont have a fortune to spend. : together in a cohesive, efficient system. 

You'll hear a difference from the Velodyne VA: And their affordable price range puts Velodyne 
Series. Its designed with the accent on perfor- : quality within reach of any serious home theater. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 39 DEALER LOCATOR CODE VEL 


| SOUND SO REAL YOU CAN FEEL IT 


Velodyne 


°  High/Low-Pass 
Crossovers: 
used to maximize amp- 
lifer headroom, lower 
main speaker distortion 
and maintain accurate 
phase alignment. 
e Massive Magnet 
Structure: 
provides the 
torque necessary for 
maximum high-output, 
low-distortion bass 
response. 
Protection Circuitry: 
for exceptional 
definition and 
accuracy even at the 
highest output levels. 


Why settle for less? Audition a Velodyne 


: speaker system, including а VA Series subwoofer, 


today. 
Call 1-800-VELODYNE 


for the authorized dealer in your area. 


: Velodyne Acoustics Inc. 


1070 Commercial Street, Suite 101 


7 San Jose, CA 95112 USA 
: 408-436-7270 FAX 408-436-7276 


1-800-VELODYNE 


© 1996, Velodyne Acoustics Inc. Velodyne is a registered trademark of 


Velodyne Acoustics, Inc. All rights reserved. 1/96 





FACE OFF 


Sharp XV-H37U 


A low-priced projector that gets the 


details right. 





A. The XV-H37U pro- 
jects a surprisingly 
detailed image for a 
$4,695 LCD unit. 

B. Don't think about 
hooking up a com- 
puter: This projector 
only has composite 
and S-video inputs. 
C. The back-lit 
remote is the same 
type included 

with Sharp's nearly 
twice as expensive 
XV-S95U. 


At $4,695, the Sharp XV-H37U was 


the least expensive projector in 
our Face Off by a considerable 
margin. Given the extreme price 
differential between it and the 
other units tested, we were very 
impressed at how well it held up 


against the competition, including 


Sharp's own top-of-the-line XV-S95U. 


But that's why we included it in 
the first place: It was necessary to 
check if the additional cost of the 
higher-end units was justified. 
The XV-H37U has many of 
the features found on the 
XV-S95U, including three 
individual LCD panels, 
two composite video 
inputs, and one S-video 
input, a user-friendly, 
back-lit remote, and 
adjustable masking. 
Where it differs from 
the XV-S95U is in the 
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SHARP 


Setup features for the XV-H37U 
are essentially the same as those 
found on the XV-S95U, with the 
exception of a motorized lens shift 
function that's only available on 
the high-end Sharp model. As with 
the XV-S95U, the user can select a 
picture adjustment menu that 
defaults to a single slider bar on 


the bottom of the screen, and the 

user can make red and blue “back- 

ground" adjustments to the pro- 
jector's white balance to dial in an 
accurate gray scale. 

Viewing test frames 
from the A Video Stan- 
dard disc revealed that 

1 the XV-H37U suffered 


ON/OFF 1] 


| TRANSMIT 


from some common 
LCD projector prob- 
lems; surprisingly, they 
turned out to be very 


INPUT 
SELECT 


different, and in some 
ways, less pronounced, 
than those found on the 


LCD PROJECTOR 


optics: the focal length of 
the lens requires that the 
XV-H37U be mounted from the 
screen within a 4.6- to 29.2-foot 
range, and the projector uses a 
250-watt, as opposed to 350-watt, 
metal halide lamp. 


114 Home Theater/October 1996 





XV-S95U. Image unifor- 
mity was poor. One side 
of the image projected by the 
XV-H37U took on a brownish cast, 
and the other side appeared biased 
toward blue. Hot-spotting near the 
top of the image was also very 
noticeable. If these problems were 


minimal during playback of regu- 
lar video material, we'd be inclined 
to overlook their significance; 
unfortunately, that wasn’t the case 
with the XV-H37U. 

Areas where the XV-H37U 
impressed us included an overall 
lack of pixelization, good image 
resolution, and a comb filter that 
appeared to slightly exceed the 
performance of the more expen- 
sive Sharp projector. We were able 
to easily set black level, and, although 
we detected chroma PM and AM 
noise on a magenta frame, the 
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Sharp XV-H37U 


Sharp Electronics Corporation 
Sharp Plaza 


Mahwah, NJ 07430-2135 
(201) 529-8200 

Circle Reader Service No. 526 
Dealer Locator Code SHA 





luminance noise problems which 
plagued the XV-S95U were not at 
all evident on the XV-H37U. 

In Brian's opinion, the color 
shifts and hot-spotting near the 
top of the image were extremely 
distracting. Brent and I essentially 
agreed, but also noted a wide 
gradation of color detail in the 
XV-H37U's image. Oddly enough, 
the XV-H37U's good color detail 
was the opposite of what we 
observed in the $9,995 XV-S95U. 
Which just goes to prove, a higher 
price tag doesn't necessarily guar- 


==” 


antee better performance. f 





Because All Rooms Are 


NOT 
Created Equal... 


“...I have finally liberated my music апа 
speakers from the barbarians of muddy bass, 
indiscrete midrange, and unclear highs.” 

A.J. Overland Park, KS 


THE RIALTO 





7-Channel Theater Equalizer/Electronic Crossover 


“My C-101 is just what my system was 
missing. I am totally amazed it could make 
such a difference.” 

V.G. Killeen, TX 


...vou Need 
Control. 


Aucdiocontrol. 





THE Bijou 





THX® Home Theater Room Equalizer 


“.. the equalizer allows me to breathe life 
into music to suit my ears.” 
M.C. Ontario, Canada 


C-101 SERIES THREE 





Analyzer/Equalizer 








Specializing in the highest quality, award winning equalizers and signal processors since 1978. 


22410 70th Avenue West • Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043 • 206-775-8461 * Fax 206-778-3166 * Email:info@audiocontrol.com 


For FREE product information or a copy of our technical paper “Home Theater Acoustical Problems and 
Equalization Solutions”, please call, fax or Email us. Also check out our Web site at http://www.audiocontrol.com 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 29 DEALER LOCATOR CODE ACT 


FAGE OFF 


Wrap Up 


Now we've seen it all: an LCD projector that actually delivered 
detail in the black portions of a projected image. The Runco might 
have stolen the show with that particular coup, but the other pro- 
jectors tested also had good points to remark upon. We love the 
portability of small, lightweight LCD projectors— enough, proba- 
bly, to forgive them their shortcomings. 





AmPro LCD-100 $6,995 

e Cool industrial design 

• Slim, easy-to-use remote control 

* Horizontal and vertical image-centering functions on remote 

e RGB input for computer hookup 

e Luminance noise reduction circuit 

e Service menu for adjusting R, G, B sub-brightness and sub- 
contrast to achieve proper gray-scale reproduction 

* Artifacts include some hot-spotting and slight pixelation 

* [mpressive comb filter minimizes dot crawl and hanging dots 





Sanyo PLC-700M $9,995 

• 400-watt metal halide lamp provides higher 
than average light output 

* Projector's throw distance ranges from approximately 3 to 36 feet 

* Accommodates screen sizes of 20 to 300 inches diagonal 

* Extensive array of video inputs and two different computer inputs 

* Accepts multiple video standards, including PAL, SECAM, and 
NTSC 4.43 

* Can accept the RGB+Sync output from a line doubler so you can 
bypass its mediocre NTSC decoder 

* [mage uniformity problems on both test signals and movies 
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If you're seriously planning on purchasing an LCD projector in 
the near future, we recommend you use a low-gain screen, and get a 
copy of A Video Standard or Video Essentials to check for image 
uniformity and hot-spotting. If you see dramatic color shifts and/or 
overly beamy patches of light onscreen, you're probably not going to 
be happy with the unit. 'Nuff said. Here's the dope on the projectors: 


Runco LCP-500 $9,995 

e 250-watt metal halide lamp is 
guaranteed for six months, or 
2,000 hours of use 

* Projector's throw distance ranges from approximately 3 to 40 feet 

* [mage size adjustable from 20 inches to 25 feet diagonal 

e RGB input included for computer hookup 

e Multiple video standards supported, including PAL, SECAM, 
and M-NTSC 

* [R receiver allows use of remote's touchpad as a computer mousé 

e Minimal hot-spotting on images; slight color shifts observable 

* Poor picture convergence 





* Great image detail, color accuracy, and gray-scale tracking 
* Black reproduction excellent for an LCD projector 


Sharp XV-H37U $4,695 

* Color shift and hot-spotting problems 
on both test signals and movies 

* Background level controls allow for adjustment of red and 
blue levels in the projector's gray scale 

* Competitive price for an LCD projector 





* No RGB input for computer hookup 
* Good color resolution and detail in images 
* Performance exceeds that of the XV-S95U 


Sharp XV-S95U $9,995 

e 350-watt metal halide lamp 
ensures maximal light output 

e Vertical image shift can be controlled via remote during setup 

e Simple, backlit remote 

e No RGB input 

* Background level controls allow for adjustment of red and blue 
levels in the projector’s gray scale 





e Brightness control does not have enough range to properly set 
black level 


* Poor color resolution and high amounts of luminance noise. 








Yes, they are! 


Triad Gold LCRs look good enough to eat. But they are 
designed to appeal to your other senses. 


Feast your eyes on shapes you won't want to hide. Smell 
the real wood veneers. Feel the silky hand rubbed finish. 
Listen to home theater as you have never heard it before. 


A first class home theater is a substantial investment 
which you will enjoy for many years. Why settle for mass 
produced black boxes? The custom home entertainment 
professionals who represent Triad can provide you with 
exactly the look and sounds you desire, finished to 
complement your decor. 


Call 800-666-6316 if you're hungry for more information. 


Delicious? 


Some Food for Thought: 


Corey Greenberg, who is not known for discretion 
in his criticisms of equipment, said: 


‘If, like me, you ve written off THX speakers for 
serious audiophile stereo music listening, you need to 
audition the Triad THX InRoom Gold LCR. 


They ll change your mind like they did mine.” 


“For the first time we heard real depth and imaging 


from THX speakers when we played familiar stereo 


music through them.” 


“The combination of the THX InRoom LCRs, 

THX OnWall Silver Surrounds, and InRoom Gold 
Subwoofer made for the first and only THX system 
we ve heard that sounds just as good with stereo music 
as it does with movie soundtracks. ” 


From the System Components review in the 


September 1995 issue of Home Theater Technology. 


А 


Triad Speakers Incorporated 


IN 


9106 NE Marx Drive, Portland, Oregon 97220 (503) 256-2600 


THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. 


e-mail address: triad@europa.com 
Internet Address: www.triadspeakers.com 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 101 DEALER LOCATOR CODE TRI 








Jie OFF 


What Do 
You Think? 





u're still watching a direct-view TV, don't pretend 
you've got a home theater. If you could have seen the 20-plus-foot picture 
we got out of the Sanyo LCD projector, you'd realize what a powerful expe- 
rience a big picture really is, and why a small TV just doesn't deliver. Give 
me the Sanyo, a huge white wall (in a room with at least a 15-foot ceiling), 
and a powerhouse sound system like B&W's THX speakers and an ADA 
amp, and I'd be happy in my home theater for a long, long time. The fact is, 
home theater gets better the more it approaches the experience of a theater 
theater, and the Sanyo is the closest I’ve come to reaching that goal. | know 
it's an industrial product, and won't fit into many home environments, but 
I'd make whatever sacrifices necessary to accommodate it if | could scrape 
up the 10 grand for the projector. Hey, Sanyo: How about a model with a 
quieter fan? 

As someone who's evaluated almost every LCD projector 
ever designed for home theater, though, | have to say I'm 
heartened | can recommend four out of the five projec- 
tors in this Face Off (the expensive Sharp being the 
only exception). 

— Brent Butterworth 


After looking at these projectors, 

my 27-inch Sony TV at home will never look the same; 

it seems like a 13-inch now. My new apartment has a 
projector-sized off-white wall that stares at me from 
behind the Sony. | was really impressed with the improve- 
ment in these projectors over the last few years. 

The AmPro, the Runco, and the Sharp (less expensive model) were 
ones I'd take right now. | don't have $10,000 right now, so take is the right 
word. | was shocked at how bright the Sanyo was as it filled a large wall in 
the photography studio. It looked great, much better at the larger size than 
smaller. It was surprising to see its poor performance on the test patterns 
we looked at. The centerfield camera from a baseball game had the players 
life size. What a way to watch a game. If | had a wall about the side of a 
barn, the Sanyo would be the way to go. It’s also interesting to think about 
using its computer ports for immersive game play and Internet surfing. 

The AmPro was very watchable and | was struck by the lack of visible 
pixels | usually expect from LCD projectors. The Runco’s strengths were 


118 Home Theater/October 1996 






its picture, its tiny size, and its lack of machine noise. All things 
considered, the Runco probably impressed me for its size/performance 
ratio as much as the Sanyo on large images. The Sharp projectors 
were a big surprise, of course. The price difference just couldn’t be justi- 
fied in my eyes. 

—Brian Clark 


First, | must admit that I've never been а big fan of LCD 
projectors in general. I've spent too much time viewing really good CRT 
projectors to be able to tolerate LCD's eccentricities, which are many, and, 
in some cases, severe. Still, I've always appreciated the portability of LCD 
units, and generally enjoy setting them up (a procedure which essentially 
consists of plugging it in, aiming the light beam at a screen, and focusing 
the lens). If you've ever tried to converge the three tubes on a CRT 
projector, you'll know what I’m getting at. 

The performance of the Runco and AmPro projectors exceeded that of 
the other units in the Face Off by a considerable degree. I'd be 
happy with either one, though the Runco ultimately had the 

edge in terms of image uniformity, accurate color balance, 
and picture detail. Both of these projectors had a wide 
array of features that would make them attractive to 
users on many levels—home theater, presentations, 
etc.—and in my opinion any display device that has 
the ability to display images from a computer, as well 
as NTSC video, is a solid investment in these times 
of converging technologies. 
The Sharp XV-H37U was an impressive performer 
for its price, which just happens to be $5,000 less than 
most of the other models in the Face Off. Even so, the few 
problems it did have were serious enough to make me think 
twice about using it—or think about coughing up twice as much 
cash to get a Runco LCD unit, and suffer relatively few compromises in 
image quality. The Sanyo wins the LCD Face Off in terms of sheer indus- 
trial-grade image projection power. Oddly enough, the larger the 
Sanyo's image is blown up, the less visible are its anomalies. So 
remember to project really large images from the PLC-700M. You'll be 
happy that you did. 











Hales Concept HC center and surround speakers 
are shown with Concept Two front channels. 


HOME THEATER THAT 


SOUNDS SO GOOD, YOU MIGHT 
FORGET TO TURN ON THE TY. 





HALES’ CONCEPT SERIES — THE 
CORNERSTONE OF OUR HOME 
CINEMA SYSTEM — ALSO INCLUDES 
THE LARGER MODEL THREE AND 
OUR BREATHTAKING MODEL FIVE. 
SHOWN HERE IN RICH SAPELE 
WOOD, THEY ARE ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN BLACK OR NATURAL OAK. 


Concept HC — combined with our Concept Two, Three or Five — promises a home cinema and music listening 
experience that must be heard to be believed. So good, in fact, that you may even forget to turn on the TV. 


Call or write for more information or the name of the Hales dealer nearest you. 


Realistic home cinema sound demands a loudspeaker system which delivers all the dynamic impact of 
soundtracks — filmscores, dialogue and colossal sonic effects. But most speakers optimized for the bells and 
whistles of Hollywood's blockbusters fail to impress when it comes to the foundation of home theater — music. 

Introducing Concept HC center- and rear-channel loudspeakers — the latest addition to Hales’ critically 
acclaimed Concept Series models Two, Three and Five. Concept HC was designed to have the same sonic 
attributes which make the Concept Series so highly regarded by serious music lovers. Not just an afterthought, 
this high-output center and rear channel trio joins our front-channel loudspeakers to create a multi-channel system 
that delivers unprecedented intelligibility of low level sounds and precise articulation of dialog, with resolving 


power and realism unmatched by other home theater systems. 





HALES DESIGN GROUP " 
16812 Gothard Street Huntington Beach California 92647 


SERIOUS LOUDSPEAKERS FOR SERIOUS LISTENERS. Voice: 714 841 6884 Fax 714 841 2427 


© 1996 HALES DESIGN GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 439 | DEALER LOCATOR CODE HAL 





ү ү. human beings are willing to believe 


in some pretty wacky ideas, regardless 
of whether or not there's a shred of proof 
to support them. Ever had to sit through 
a loony lecture about how ingesting 
some gross-tasting substance—bee 
pollen, ginseng, yeast, whatever—can 
prevent cancer or lower your blood pres- 
sure or something? Well, we have to sit 
through diatribes like that all the time. 


Why? Because we're audio critics. 
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Do those 
cones, bricks, and 
other assorted 
gimcracks really 
improve your 
system’s sound? Our 
“voodoo accessories" 
Face Off pits a 
half-dozen tweaks 
against an open- 


minded (but admittedly 





skeptical) listening 





panel. 
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Cordero Studios 


Do That Voodoo That You Do 





For some reason, high-end audio has become a 
breeding ground for unproven, unscientific ideas, 
which result in unproven, unscientific products. 
You've seen 'em: the eight zillion little cones and discs 
you can use to support your electronics, the green 





pens and demagnetizers that supposedly make your 
CDs sound like records, and the really bizarre stuff 
like clocks you plug into the wall to “treat” your AC 
line. If you haven't seen these "voodoo" accessories, 
otherwise known as “tweaks,” check out any mail- 
order high-end audio catalog. 
You'll see pages and pages 
of this stuff, all with testi- 
mony from the manufac- 
turers that their products 
really, really work. Usually, 
they're even willing to go so 
far as to say their product 
works better than an equally 
wacky but practically identical one. And the "sci- 
entific" reasoning behind these products usually 
provokes hearty guffaws from anyone who has 
enough of a grasp of science to have passed the 
eighth grade. 





There's no doubt 
that the little red 
button in the middle 


of the Bedini Ultra 


CD Clarifier was fun 
Look, we can usually leave well enough 
alone—if some guy wants to believe that 
drinking snake urine will make him more 
virile, or that the mighty Norse god Thor will 
strike him down unless he casts a smoked salmon 
into the Long Island Sound every month, or that 
placing a tiny wooden disc atop his amp will 


to play with, but its 
effects were a bit 


less apparent. 


transform its sound, it's certainly none of our 
business. But when one manufacturer starts to H 
claim that his brass-cone component feet are the 
"fastest" made, we've just got to stick our noses in, 
even though the high-end audio industry would proba- 
bly rather we didn't. 

Don't get the idea that this is some sort of witch 
hunt, though, because we do believe that some of this 
stuff can work. Although none of the HT editors is the 
type who'l spend hours and hours fiddling with audio 
tweaks, all of us have heard certain tweak products 
make noticeable improvements in the sound of our 
systems. We even use a couple of them ourselves. 

We decided to test these voodoo accessories in the 
most revealing home theater system we could muster: 
a Pioneer CLD-99 laserdisc player, connected to a Pro- 
ceed DAP digital-to-analog converter, which in turn 
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drove a Chiro C-800 preamp/processor and a Lexicon 
312 three-channel amplifier, which we connected to 
the super-accurate NHT VT-2 tower speakers we use 
as a reference. We used a set of high-end interconnect 
and speaker cables from Synergistic Research, who 
also supplied one of the voodoo accessories we tested. 

Al and I finished the system off with a couple of 
voodoo dolls that we'd each received as gifts. Turns 
out these dolls looked almost identical! Al thought it 
might be because both were bought as souvenirs in 
New Orleans, but I took it as a warning from the voodoo 
gods that we were about to uncover hidden truths that 
would shake the beliefs of many an audiophile. 

Our listening panel included me; senior editor Al 
Griffin, who tried many of these kinds of products 
during his tenure with the high-end audio magazine 
The Absolute Sound; and drummer Alex Gonzalez, 
whom I met when I reviewed the first CD from his 
group, Lava and the Hot Rocks, in last month's issue. 
Turns out Alex is both a home theater enthusiast and 
an audio professional, with hands-on recording 
experience on a variety of music projects and with the 
Spanish-language TV network Telemundo. We fig- 
ured Alex's blend of pro audio experience and real- 
world home theater enthusiasm (he's got a modest, 
receiver-based system at home) would give 
us the same kind of feedback the average 
Home Theater reader might give us. Also join- 
ing our panel for part of the test were our new 

associate editor Brian Clark, and VP/creative Robert 

Ross, a way-out-there audiophile for whom 99.99 
percent of all audio gear simply isn't esoteric enough. 
So which of the products we tried would turn out 
to be real voodoo, and which would be revealed as 
mere doo-doo? Only an exhaustive, day-long listen- 
ing session could tell us. 


Bedini Ultra CD Clarifier 

There was no doubt among our panelists about which 
product we'd start our session with, because while we 
had a table full of accessories ready for the tryin', we'd 
all been playing with one since we walked in: the $125 
Bedini Ultra CD Clarifier. That's because the Clarifier 
is the only voodoo accessory we tried that gives you 
something to interact with. It's this black tray thing 
with a spindle in the middle and a little red button in 
the corner that powers it up, sort of like one of those 
spin-art things that makes swirly patterns with paint. 
You just slap a CD on the spindle, hit the red button, 
and watch in amazement as the Clarifier does its thing. 
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The Audio Points 


(above) were 


awarded the title 

of “voodoo-iest” of 
the bunch—they 
actually worked! 

Get your mind out of 
the gutter—we know 
what you’re thinking 
about the DH Cones 


(below) and you can 


stop right now! 








Do That Voodoo That You Do 





What does it do, exactly? Well, it spins the CD. It 
starts out slow, builds up speed, gets going really fast, 
then slows down. There’s apparently some sort of 
electromagnet inside; I guess the magnetic field’s sup- 
posed to have beneficial effects. Anyway, the Clarifier 
is cool to watch, and addictive to use. Just try not to 
push that red button when there's a CD loaded. We 
couldn't resist. Every time there was a break in the lis- 
tening, you could hear the Clarifier kicking in—who- 
ever sat next to it would invariably fire it up at any 
opportunity. ^Man, look at that thing go!" Brian 
exclaimed as he pushed the Clarifier's red 
pleasure button over and over and 





over again. 

I know you, as a trusting soul, 
will immediately accept the idea 
that spinning a CD before you 
play it makes it sound better, but I’m a cyni- 
cal professional, and I need convincing. Here's what 
the Clarifier's manual had to say: "As a result of the 
manufacturing process, combined with repeated use, 
the quality of the information on a compact disc suf- 
fers from noise distortion.... By treating the compact 
disc with the Bedini Ultra CD Clarifier, the noise dis- 
tortion is significantly reduced. The results are improved 
sound quality, enhanced clarity, maximum audio real- 
ism, and expanded resolution." And so on and so forth. 

Well, I for one don't want the noise in my system to 
be distorted—I demand clean noise. So I was eager to 
see what the Clarifier could do. We tried it with a 
variety of CDs, listening to them first un-Clarified, 
then Clarified. To the surprise of all of us, it actually 

seemed to do something. Here's what the 
crew had to say: 

Alex: "I did hear a subtle difference—the 
bass sounded tighter, but otherwise it 
sounded the same." 

Al: "The expectation of change causes one to hear 
'differences' in the first five to 10 seconds. The sound 
appears to have more ‘clarity,’ but it's also possible 
that the power of suggestion is influencing perception." 

Brian: "So what did you think of it?" 

Al: "I didn't hear any difference." 

Somebody had told us that the Clarifier makes the 
biggest difference on really crappy rock CDs. Fortu- 
nately, official HT photographer Randy Cordero's CD 
collection was right at hand. So we jettisoned the airy- 
fairy audiophile stuff and tried a Meat Loaf CD, which 
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besides being completely lame musically, proved to be 
one of the worst recordings we'd ever heard. 

Me: “I thought it produced a bigger soundstage and 
sounded clearer, but that it made the sound thinner, and 
therefore worse." 

Brian: "Anything that makes Meat Loaf thinner 
should get a big thumbs-up." 

Our verdict on the Bedini Ultra CD Clarifier: While 
it's easily the best conversation piece of all the voodoo 
accessories we tried, its efficacy falls way on the 
dubious side. 


DH Cones/Michael Green's Audio Points 
The practice of supporting your components on cones 
has been widespread ever since the Mod Squad 
(which evolved into electronics manufacturer McCor- 
mack Audio) created TipToes, a small, pointy brass 
cone that many felt transformed the sound of their 
turntable/CD player/whatever. Since then, lots of 
companies have come out with comparable products; 
most claim sonic superiority over the competition. 

There's actually some no-nonsense science behind 
this practice. All audio gear—especially record, CD, 
and laserdisc players—can be adversely affected by 
vibration. When vibrated, various parts inside a com- 
ponent can start to put out a small electrical signal of 
their own, or vary slightly in the way they affect the 
audio signal. Focusing all the weight of your compo- 
nents on three tiny points does more to isolate them 
from vibration than the rubber-bottomed feet that 
come on the bottom of most components. 

These cones tend to reduce the stability of a compo- 
nent on its shelf, and because we're constantly swap- 
ping gear in our reference systems, we don't bother 
with them. We had two sets of cones hanging around, 
though, so we decided to give 'em a try. 

First, we tried DH Cones, three tiny black ceramic 
cones of a suggestive shape that had us giggling like 
Beavis and Butthead every time we used them. 
They're also available without the point, in a more 
rounded and conical version for those worried that 
their 12-year-old son will swipe the DH Cones for a 
schoolyard show ’n’ tell. Golden Sound, the DH 
Cones' manufacturer, says they use a high-tech 
ceramic (also used in the Space Shuttle) surpassed in 
hardness only by diamonds. 

We first listened to the system without tweaks, then 
tried placing the DH Cones under the laserdisc player. 
The entire panel agreed that the $40 DH Cones 
improved the sound. "They kind of robbed the sound 
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Synergistic’s A/C 


Master Coupler 
made a huge differ- 
ence in the sound 
of our system: The 
soundstage was 
bigger and the 


imaging was better. 







Do That Voodoo That You Do 





of bass,” Al said, “but the mids became much more 
focused and detailed.” Alex agreed. “I did hear a 
noticeable difference,” he said. “There was a little 
more top [treble], and the soundstage opened up.” 
Brian and I pretty much agreed. 

Golden Sound, the company that markets DH Cones, 
also offers bigger, beefier cones, and DH Squares, 
which are soft, half-inch-thick plastic squares that you 
can use on their own or with the cones. 

Next, we tried Michael Green’s Audio Points, which 
are made by the same company that created Room- 
Tunes acoustic treatment panels. The Audio Points 
use a sharper taper than your typical, garden-variety 
brass cone, with a flare at the top; they come with 
support discs that the points of the 
cones fit into. 

The company promotes the $59 (for 
a package of three) Audio Points as 

being the fastest energy-transfer device 
available. Hmmm. We couldn’t think of a 
way to test the speed of the cones—they’re 

just machined chunks of brass. We considered 

having a race by sliding them down a little ramp 
Pinewood Derby-style, or maybe dropping two cones 
Leonardo da Vinci-style to see which one falls fastest. 
I tried timing the energy transfer by placing a cone 
point on the tip of my finger, tapping the flat end 
with a hammer, and waiting for the energy from the 
tap to get the point. But with all the cones, the transfer 
seemed pretty fast—my finger was in pain long before I 
could hit the start button on my stopwatch. 

However, the Audio Points definitely weren’t the 
fastest when it came time to balance the laserdisc 
player on top of them. While unadorned cones are 
easy to slip under a component, lining up the Audio 
Points on their support discs wasn’t easy. Га get one 
and another would fall over. Finally, Alex helped me, 
and after some major LD-player wrasslin’, we got the 
Audio Points up and running. 

Whether or not the Audio Points are fast, they defi- 
nitely had a bigger effect on the sound than the DH 
Cones. “The Audio Points are brighter-sounding than 
the ceramic cones,” Al said. “The sound got louder 
with the Audio Points,” Alex added, and much to my 
surprise, I thought he was right. Brian summed it up 
by saying that everything you get with the DH Cones, 
you get in spades with the Audio Points—more focus, 
more detail, but more thinness. 
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The panel agreed that both the DH Cones and the 
Audio Points are serious voodoo. They actually work, 
they’re inexpensive (at least compared to some of the 
tweaks we'll soon discuss), and they definitely give 
you more of that audiophile detail/imaging/sound- 
staging thing, at the expense of butt-kickin’ bass. Alex 
is definitely sold—he tried some of the Audio Points 
under his Yamaha receiver the next day, and found 
they made a significant improvement. He's now trying 
to talk his dad (who plays in Lava and the Hot Rocks) 
into using the points under his bass amp! 


Synergistic Research A/C Master Coupler 
We're big believers in high-quality cable—despite the 
jeers from the “objective” side of the audio field, the 
differences that good cable can make are pretty obvi- 
ous. But we've always been skeptical about the fancy 
AC cables that most cable manufacturers offer. We've 
asked these manufacturers to explain how, after the 
AC current has gone through miles of whatever cable 
the power company tossed up on the poles, then 
through maybe 100 feet of Romex inside your walls, 
stringing a fancy cable from the wall socket to your 
amp could possibly make a difference. And we'd never 
received an even remotely coherent answer. 

A] and I recently met with Ted Denny of Synergistic 
Research, who gave us this big spiel about how great 
his AC cables are. I asked Ted how AC cables could 
possibly make a difference, and he gave me some great 
analogy that I can't remember exactly. I think it was 
something like how water goes through hundreds of 
feet of fire hose, then is focused into a tight, directed 
stream right at the end. That made some sense to us, 
sort of, so we decided to give Ted's cables a shot. 

Synergistic's A/C Master Coupler uses a separate 
shielded cable for each leg of the AC line; both run 
inside a woven jacket. The plug's massive and sturdy, 
as is the IEC connector on the other end. Obviously, 
this cable will only work with amps, processors, D/A 
converters, and laserdisc players that have IEC-type 
AC connectors—if your component has a conven- 
tional, captive power cord, you can't use the Master 
Coupler or any other fancy AC cord. And it ain't cheap: 
A six-footer costs $250. 

"Am I hearing things?" Robert asked when he first 
listened to the A/C Master Coupler. No, he wasn't, 
because all the rest of us heard the same thing, which 
was basically more. More highs, more (and more dis- 
tinct) lows, and especially, more imaging and a bigger 
soundstage. In non-audiophile terms, that means the 
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The Seismic Sink 


won’t keep your 
$15,000 preamp/ 
processor gently 
floating on air during 
the next “big one,” 
but it will undoubt- 


edly improve the 


sound of your system. 


Do That Voodoo That You Do 





sound seemed to spread out across a bigger portion of 
the front of the room, and the sonic images became 
more focused, so that it almost seemed like real instru- 
ments were playing right there in the room. And this 
was just with one A/C Master Coupler connected to 
the Lexicon amp. With another connected to the DAP 
D/A converter, the sound got even better. Not only 
did it sound better than a generic AC cord, it also 
sounded clearly better than the AudioQuest high-end 
AC cable we had been using. 

There’s one problem with the Master Coupler: It 
tends to fall out of the AC socket. Because the cable’s 
so heavy and stiff, a conventional AC socket can’t hold 
the plug tightly enough. By sort of propping the cable 
up to keep it pushed in the socket, we were able to get 

it to work. Installing one of 
those orange, medical-grade 
AC sockets, which grips the 
plug very tightly, would proba- 
bly fix the problem. 
Much, much, much to our sur- 
prise, the Master Coupler makes as 
big a difference as good speaker cable—maybe an 
even bigger difference. This one’s definitely big-time 
voodoo, and it’s earned a full-time residency in our lis- 
tening room. 


Townshend Seismic Sink 

Well, if the cones worked, we figured maybe this thing 
might, too. Rather than giving your components a 
firmer connection to your rack, though, the $369 Seis- 
mic Sink actually floats them above it. It consists of 
two heavy pieces of metal, separated by an air bladder. 
You fill up the bladder using a little pump that looks 
like the ones that you use to fill basketballs. There’s 
an LED on the front that blinks until the bladder’s suf- 
ficiently filled, and when it needs to be reinflated. 
There’s also a bubble level on the front; you use this, 
along with the Sink’s four adjustable feet, to get your 
component perfectly level. 

The idea here is that the air bladder floats your 
component and thus isolates it from any vibrations 
that might occur in your floor or rack. And let’s not 
forget—your system itself is a major source of vibra- 
tion, especially if you’ve got a good subwoofer. If you 
live in Manhattan, where the entire island suffers from 
a continual, low-level vibration (just touch your hand 
to any solid floor or street in the borough and you'll 
see what I mean), the Sink presumably will produce 
even greater benefits. 
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Гуе grown really tired of hearing from audio critics 
how a certain tweak "transformed" their system, only 
to try the tweak myself and find that it barely makes a 
difference. These guys exaggerate very minor sonic 
differences to the point that a lot of the people who 
read A/V magazines take every review with a grain of 
salt. If you're reading audio reviews with a skeptical 
eye, good: It's a wise practice with any kind of review, 
be it amplifier, restaurant, or opera. But put aside that 
practice for a moment, because the Seismic Sink really 
does transform your system. 

When we placed a Sink under the Pioneer laserdisc 
player, I was completely blown away by the improve- 
ments it made in the sound, even on recordings by 
Sting and T.J. Kirk (an all-guitars jazz group), neither 
of which have much detail, imaging, or any of that 
audiophile stuff. Here's what the panelists had to say: 

Al: “It did some of the same nice things to the top 
end as the cones did, but really brought out the 
dynamics and bass." 

Alex: “I definitely noticed an improvement—it 
added a lot of sparkle to the top end." 

Al: “Both of the cones messed up the sound in cer- 
tain ways; this doesn't." 

Alex: "Yeah!" 

Me: "Adding this thing is like changing from an 
inexpensive Rotel amp to a Bryston—the Rotel sounds 
real good, but when you go to the Bryston (which 
costs maybe three times the price), you get clearer 
treble, more distinct bass, and a smoother midrange. 
Basically, everything gets better. And the Sink has the 
same effect." 

You might have read audio reviews that end with, 
“It sounds so good I bought one!” And that's how I 
was going to end the writeup on the Seismic Sink. But 
it rings hollow, because what you don’t read in those 
reviews is that the writer always gets the component 
at an accommodation price: maybe 50 percent of list. 
And in a lot of cases, the manufacturer just gives the 
component to the writer. So honestly, here’s what I’m 
going to do with the Sink: I’m going to bring it home, 
and hope they don’t ask us to send it back. If they do, 
I'll gladly pay the accommodation price. But I can say 
if I were looking to upgrade my CD playback system 
(which I am), I'd cough up the full $369 for this thing 
long before I'd pay for a more expensive player, D/A 
converter, or digital cable. Actually, $369's a stone- 
cold bargain for a tweak that's this well-made and so 
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After using the 
Shakti Stone (above 
right), Robert 


unveiled his very 
own bit of voodoo: a 
ceramic bit he likes 
to call the Shakti 


Toad (above). 


Do That Voodoo That You Do 





astonishingly effective in a field of expensive acces- 
sories that often don’t work and look like they cost $10 
to build. The Seismic Sink is real live voodoo. If those 
dolls you stick with a pin worked even a tenth as well 
as the Sink, there wouldn’t be a single sixth-grade 
teacher, baseball umpire, or IRS auditor alive today. 







Shakti Stone 

A lot of audio tweaks have a sort of 
quasi-religious aspect to them— 
many of the manufacturers in this 
field tend to talk about strange energy fields and 
vibrations that, while invisible and imperceptible to 
the eyes and fingers, have a dramatic effect on the 
sound of hi-fi systems. When pitching their products, 
some of these manufacturers actually come across 
more like ministers than audio engineers. 

With a Hindi name and a wave pattern carved into 
its top, the Shakti Stone clearly falls into this camp. 
The $230 Shakti Stone sits atop your components, 
preferably directly above the power transformer. It’s 
supposed to act as a sort of sink for the electromag- 
netic fields coming off the power supply and other 
internal parts, soaking up this energy before it can 
interfere with the audio signal. Contrary to our initial 
impressions, it’s not supposed to act as any sort of 


™. mechanical damping device. 


» Ме started with Shakti Stones above the trans- 
formers of our Lexicon amp, the Chiro processor, 
the Pioneer laserdisc player, and the Power 
Wedge AC line conditioner that we plugged the 
| processor, the LD player, and the D/A con- 
verter into. The oldsters on the panel—34-year- 


old me and 40-year-old Robert—couldn't hear any dif- 


ference at all, on any of the recordings we tried. 
However, the younger panelists, who have superior 
hearing at extreme high frequencies, clearly heard 
something. When I took the Shakti Stones off all the 
components, played “Rosanna” from the Mobile 
Fidelity-remastered CD Toto IV, then placed a Shakti 
Stone atop the amp, Al (age 29) and Alex (20) both 
looked at each other in surprise. Here's the scoop: 

Al: "I hear what it’s doing, but it's just taking away 
the extreme high-frequency detail, and that's what we 
use these NHTs to hear." 

Alex: "Yeah, you lose the overring on the cymbals. 
I'd take the CD Clarifier over these—at least it makes 
that cool sound when you turn it on." 
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What Do You Think? 


One of the most frustrating things about getting 
into high-end audio is the snobbiness of its 
practitioners. If you say you can't hear the 
effect of a new cable, a different D/A converter, 
or an esoteric resonance-control device, they 
act like there's something wrong with you— 
either you can't hear, or you're just not 
experienced enough. It took me a few 
years of reviewing audio gear to realize that 
if you can't hear the improvement, it's not 
really there. Believe me, the high-end audio 
business is full of people who greatly exagger- 
ate the significance of barely audible 
differences, or who give in to peer pressure and 
state that there's a difference when there's not. 
Now, when I find a product like the Shakti Stone 
that simply doesn't work as advertised, I get 
angry, especially when faced with the conde- 
scending attitudes of people who have fooled 
themselves into believing that the product 
works. If you get this kind of treatment in a 
store, Га strongly recommend flipping off the 
salesman and walking out. 
it’s a shame that the ноне of products 
that don’t really work has given audio acces- 
sories a bad name, though, because products 
like the Synergistic Research A/C Master Cou- 
pler and the Townshend Seismic Sink really do 
increase your enjoyment of your system, which 
is what it’s all about. They’re a great way to — 
have fun blowing a few bucks when you're | 
between major equipment purchases. | 
—Brent it Butterworth 


When 1 was asked to participats in the voodoo 
accessory Face off, I had no idea what to 
expect. Especially after Brent told me we were 
going to check out a sink, some stones апа 
cones, and a toad. These were audio (uM 
accessories? What was he talking about? But 
he was serious, and after 1 saw the accessories. | 


| һе was talking about, I was curious to "а out 


what they could do. | Md 
Of all the accessories we checked out, | can 


| recommend two wholeheartedly: the Seismic 


Sink and the Audio Points. Both produced a 
detailed soundstage, with extended clarity and | 
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LS f/x bipole/dipole surround speakers 
and the awesome CS350 center speaker. 
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The Speaker Specialists ^ 
5601 Metro Drive, Baltimore, Maryland 21215 USA 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 9 
DEALER LOCATOR CODE POL 


( 1-800-992-2520 
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"Polk Audio", "The Speaker Specialists", "Power Port" and "High Velocity 
Compression Drive" are registered trademarks of Polk Investment 
Corporation used under license by Polk Audio Incorporated. 











Do That Voodoo That You Do 





Robert was curious to see if the Shakti’s very subtle 
effects were actually due to some sort of electromag- 
netic sink properties, or just because its weight had a 
mild vibration-damping effect. So he pulled out his 
own, improvised audio tweak: a heavy ceramic toad he 
got in L.A.’s Chinatown. It’s a three-legged toad, which 


is said to give you good luck in business; apparently, 


many Chinese businesses keep one of these toads 


(with a coin in its mouth) on the premises. It also has 


this cool yin 'n' yang sign on its forehead, and Chinese 


characters carved around its base. Robert dubbed it 
the Shakti Toad, and I tried placing it atop the Lexicon 
amp, then removing it, then replacing it with a Shakti 


Stone while the other panelists listened. Let's let them 


share their feelings with you: 


Al: "There's a very slight muting of the highs, but 


it's more subtle than the Shakti Stone. It actually 


removes sonic 'grit' and slightly improves resolution. 


Its a nice balance between the Shakti Stone 


and...nothing." 


Alex: "Plus, it looks really bad-ass sitting on top of 


the amp. At least with this thing, it makes your system 


look cool, so it might get you laid." 
Al: "I don't think it'll help. Audiophiles get laid even 





Bedini Electronics, Inc. 
2619 Seltice Way, Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 
(208) 667-8300 


DH Cones 


Golden Sound 
P.O. Box 1293, McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 847-2617 


about $40 for 3 


Audio Points $59 for 3 





UltraSystems 
1 Waters Ln., Box 570, Point Pleasant, PA 18950 
(215) 297-0227 


A/C Master Coupler (6 ft.) $250 


Synergistic Research 
501 Superior Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 
(714) 642-2800 


Seismic Sink $350 


Townshend Audio 
10375 Richmond, Suite 975, Houston, TX 77042 
(713) 266-3406 


Shakti Stone $230 


Musical Surroundings 

5856 College Ave., Suite 146, Oakland, CA 94618 

(510) 420-0379 
Shakti Toad $60 as tested, 
$20 to $200 depending on materials 


Manufactured at some factory in China 
Available at any Chinese gift store 
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Ultra CD Clarifier $125 





less than model-train enthusiasts.” 


Me: "I feel comfortable saying 
that the Shakti Toad will improve 
your chances of getting laid 
every bit as much as it improves 
your sound.” 

Clearly, our Face Off had 
degraded into the usual non- 
sense that occurs after a day of 
hard listening. We all retired to 
the nearest Mexican restaurant, 
happy to have found some really 
effective and affordable new ways 
to improve our systems: Al and 1 
with Seismic Sinks and A/C 
Master Couplers under our arms, 
Alex with a handful of brass and 
ceramic cones, and Robert with 
his Shakti Toad to restore to its 
proper place overseeing the 
thousands of dollars in checks 
and invoices flowing through 
his office. T 
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definition in varying degrees. The Seismic 
Sink's audio magic was the most noticeable, 
bringing a realism and depth to the sound that 
left me amazed. (Every serious audiophile 
should consider purchasing at least one.) The 
Points produced almost the same sound as the 
Sink, but in a more subtle fashion. 

The most interesting-looking accessories 
were the Shakti Stone and the Shakti Toad, but 
unfortunately, looks were about all they offered. 
I felt they both degraded the sound, producing a 
muffled top end and a dull, lifeless soundstage. 

So in short, skip the Stone and the Toad, get 
your hands оп the Sink, and get the Points. | 

—Alex “Speedy” Gonzalez 


As a person who, for better or worse 
(sometimes I think both terms would apply), has 
spent a good deal of time hanging around audio- 
philes, I know that there are many people out 
there who take tweaks and accessories seriously. 
I remember the first time | demoed the Bedini 
Ultra CD Clarifier for a group of such geeks: It 
was as though a spirit had entered the room, so 
spooked were they by the audible differences. 

Of course, the differences for me were 
incredibly minor, and, over the long term, 
neglible. I had heard certain tweaks make an 
authentic difference in a system's sound quality, 
and these were the ones that left a lasting 
impression on me. The Seismic Sink is a tweak 
that І heard make an $8,000 CD transport sound 
like a $15,000 CD transport; when you’re talking 
about gear at those price levels, $369 extra is 
not that much to spend. 

Home Theater readers should exercise cau- 
tion when checking out tweaks and accessories 
at dealer showrooms, or perusing them in the 
pages of audio catalogs. A lot of tweak-pushers 
will claim that their goods work just as well on 
video as they do on audio, which in most cases 
will be pure, unadulterated lies, or, at the very 
least, exaggeration. We've personally tried sev- 
eral tweaks on video gear, and never noticed any 
differences to speak of. 

— AI Griffin 
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Tapered to tuck 
neatly into corners and 
under eaves, the OS-10 

comes with a clever 
pivoung bracket that 
provides endless 
mounting solutions. 





Niles’ speaker engineers are driven to design the very best. 
The result is unparalleled performance—sonically, visually, and 
functionally "Phe Niles OSJ0 Indoor/Outdoor Loudspeaker 
will exceed all of your expectations. 

Sonically. The OS-10 handily outperforms many 
traditional bookshelf speakers. Much of its superb sonic 
character comes from its unique tweeter design. Constructed 
from a composite matrix of elastomers and natural fiber sub- 
strates, the ElastoDynamic™ tweeter 
yields extended frequency response 
with stunning detail and clarity. 
But to be a great speaker, you need great bass. Here the 
OS-10 shows its true horsepower thanks to its injection- 
molded, polypropylene woofer cone, supple butyl- 
rubber surround, and powerful magnet structure. 


Visually. Tl he OS-10’s aerodynamic A 
Y Yj 
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shape speaks for itself. But what may not 
be readily apparent speaks just as loudly. 
The OS-10’s tapered enclosure tucks 
neatly into corners or under eaves, 
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Tough enough for 
marine applications 
and beach-front living. 
Exceeds military 
anti-Corroston specs 


(MIL-STD-883D). 





ElastoDynamic™ 
Hybrid Dome Tweeter 
Impervious to moisture, 

Niles’ unique tweeter 
design offers extended 
frequency response 
with stunning detail 
and clarity. 
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complementing any decor—inside or out. Its clever pivoting 
bracket (standard equipment on the OS-10) gives you endless 
mounting solutions. Available in white or black, either finish 15 
paintable for a truly custom look. 

Functionally. We don't take the term “weather- 
proof” lightly. “he OS-10 is designed to withstand extreme 
climates—from Minneapolis to Miami. [ts rugged, non-reso- 
nant cabinet is totally sealed (insects or moisture can't creep in) 
and will not fade under the suns rays. The grills and brackets 
are aluminum; the connectors are gold-plated; all the hardware 
is brass or stainless steel—this 
speaker will not rust! And Niles guarantees it for two 
years—that’s twice as long as most manufacturers. 

For the name and number of your nearest 
authorized Niles dealer call 1-800-BUY-HIFT 

(1-800-289-4434). 


| L. Niles Audio Corporation, Inc. 
PO. Box 160818 Miami, FL 33116 


In Canada call Aralex Acoustics, Ltd. (604) 528-8965 





Before there was Friday 


. the 13th, John Carpenter 






‘striking fear into 





the hearts of wayward 


H. has established himself as one of teenagers the world over. 
the best genre directors around—and 
tried his hand at just about every one Dan Yakir takes you 
there is: horror, sci-fi, ghost stories, 
action-adventure. In most of his work, through some of his best 
John Carpenter has manifested a tireless 
originality and a cinematic sensibility in я a 
opa y films, ranging from splatter 
sync with the macabre. While his early Pionai 


movies (Assault on Precinct 13, The Fog, notes 


Halloween) were also scripted and 





Something 


Wicked , 


This Way Come 
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Alien children with 
glowing eyes capa- 
ble of inducing mind 
control take over a 
small town in Village 


of the Damned. 


кот 


Something Wicked This Way Comes 


scored by him, establishing him as a triple threat, his 
later films benefited from the contribution of screen- 
writers, and from the director’s 
own growing technical expertise. 
The charm of Carpenter’s films is 
the adolescent sensibility they 
exude that corresponds to the 
child in all of us. He knows how to 
make us jump out of our seats and 
find pleasure in the pounding of 
our hearts. 

The recently released Escape from L.A.—a follow- 
up to his best-known picture, the futuristic thriller 
Escape from New York (both starring his favorite actor 
Kurt Russell) —is the first sequel he’s ever done. It’s 
commendable that the filmmaker distanced himself 
early on from the Halloween franchise (he did co- 
script part two), preferring to seek original projects 
worthy of his talent. 

Here are some of his best films available on laserdisc. 


Assault on Precinct 13 (1977) 

Perhaps Carpenter’s best and least-known film, 
Assault is a taut action thriller with a romantic core, 
not unlike the later Westerns of Howard Hawks that it 





resembles. When a faceless multiracial gang attacks 
an abandoned police precinct in a rough L.A. neigh- 
borhood, the two cops and two prisoners inside must 
fight for their lives, like soldiers defending the fort. 

Although the movie opens with a police massacre of 
gang members, which gives them a “motive” to strike 
back, they’re also out to avenge the death of a 
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member by a man who seeks refuge in the station, a 
man who repaid his daughter’s senseless murder by 


gunning down the hood who did it. We never see the 


faces of the dozens of gang mem- 
bers because this is a clandestine 
and impersonal evil. As they keep 
coming, like hordes of insects, 
through doors, windows, and tun- 
nels, the besieged shoot them 
down in masterfully choreo- 
graphed action sequences, which 
are greatly aided by Carpenter’s 
gliding camera movement and effective use of the 
2.35:1 aspect ratio. 

The real protagonists— Bishop (Austin Stoker), an 
affable police lieutenant on his first night of duty; 
Leigh (Laurie Zimmer), a cool female cop; and the 
main prisoner, a notorious killer named Napoleon 
Wilson (Darwin Joston) —interact with each other in 
intriguing ways, often coming up with unexpectedly 
potent emotions. Leigh is stoic and brave, fighting 
alongside the guys without complaint, and develops a 
mute understanding with both cop and prisoner: with 
her fellow cop it’s a tender bond of appreciation and 
camaraderie; with the prisoner it’s a sexual tension 
that denotes an attraction that is, of course, hopeless. 
That’s why, when the nightmare’s over, she leaves 
without a word — exchanging just one long look at 
the men. By contrast, the cop and the prisoner also 
develop a mutual respect because they are forced to 
relate to each other as humans with a shared fate, 
rather than focusing on what divides them. The cop 
insists on accompanying his new ally out uncuffed, as 
he is to continue his journey to death row. 

Carpenter's own score adds to the buildup of sus- 
pense: It starts with drums and percussion, introduc- 
ing either evil intent or action, but it also has minor 
keys reserved for the tender moments. Stylish and 
innovative, this made-for-a-pittance ($200,000) original 
has the feel of hungry artistry, of a powerful vision 
seeking realization, and this explains much of its 
appeal. The entire project is so well-realized, so clever, 
so full of dignity, that Га call it a small masterpiece. 

The letterboxed laserdisc from Image is excellent, 
faithfully recreating the browns and yellows of both 
decor and lighting that contributed so much to the 
claustrophobic impact of the picture. This collector's 
edition features commentary by the filmmaker. Not 
to be missed. 
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HOME THEATER 
APPLICATIONS 
Video Vision is 
available for 
in-wall 
installation or as 
a retrofit for rear | 


projection $ 


televisions. 


ROOM 
CONFIGURATION 


Video Vision 
offers one of the | 
widest fields of 
view without 
losing image 

quality to 


opti mize your Misc 


room setting. 





IMAGE 
RESOLUTION 

Video Vision has 
no limitations. 

It displays an 
infinite number of 
projection lines to 
keep up with 
technological 
advancements. 


PROJECTION 
METHOD 

Video Vision 
offers superior 
color rendition 
and a more 
lifelike image no 
matter what the 
projection 
method. 


For [HE SERIOUS 
HOME [THEATER BUYER, 
HERE’S SERIOUS ADVICE. 


DAR video technology is redefining the level of image quality. So take the advice of home theater experts — 
choose Da-Lite’s Video Vision® rear projection screens. 


Video Vision® rear projection screens offer the clarity, lifelike color rendition and resolution that 

optimizes not only today’s rear projection technology but also emerging future technology. Video Vision? is 
available for custom in-wall installations and can also be retrofit into many rear projection televisions to 
noticeably enhance picture quality. 


Video Vision? is the first rear projection screen to earn the praise and highly acclaimed endorsement of the 


ImagingScience 
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then Da-Lite is your home theater screen choice. 

Call 800-622-3737 today for your FREE rear projection screen 
recommendation manual and a complete 

catalog on our home theater products. 


Imaging Science Foundation. According to Joe Kane, the leading expert in home theater 
technology, “Video Vision has the capability to produce superb picture mm — — 
quality consistent with ISF standards." This assures that the 
investment you make today is a good one for the future. 
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DA-LITE SCREEN COMPANY, INC. 
3100 North Detroit Street 

Post Office Box 137 

Warsaw, Indiana 46581-0137 U.S.A. 
Phone: 219/267-8101 
800-622-3737 

Fax: 219/267-7804 


If you're serious about home theater, 





CIRCLE READER SERVICE 56 DEALER LOCATOR CODE DAL 


Everett Collection 


Pirates return from 
the dead in The Fog 
(right). Jamie Lee 
Curtis made her 
big-screen debut in 
the John Carpenter- 
directed, -scripted, 
and -scored 


Halloween (below 


and top right). 





Something Wicked This Way Comes 





Halloween (1978) 
In addition to being Carpenter’s first commercial suc- 
cess, Halloween won plenty of deserved critical 
acclaim, too. This horror tale is about a 
demented murderer who is put away in 
an asylum for the childhood killing of 
his own sister. Fifteen years later, he 
escapes and returns to his Illinois 
hometown to murder every female 
teenager he can lay hands on in com- 
memoration of his first killing. Michael, 
who is masked and often referred to as 
"it" by the doctor who had once treated 
him (Donald Pleasence), is indeed a 
faceless force of evil who often targets 
the promiscuous. Not only does his sister meet her 
end after a sexual liaison, but two babysitters (Nancy 
Loomis and P.J. Soles) and a hapless boyfriend also 
have to pay for their fun and games by being slashed, 
impaled, and strangled. Although Michael also goes 
after Laurie (the lovely Jamie Lee Curtis in her film 
debut), she manages to survive and even inflict seri- 
ous damage on him, precisely because she's virginal 
and doesn't have boys all around her. This kind of 
puritanism might not be politically correct, but it 
doesn't hurt the film's dramatic development. 
Carpenter has a knack for making an eerie and omi- 
nous impending horror as inevitable as the mundane 
activities of the babysitters and the kids they're in 
charge of. He creates 
suspense with a won- 
derfully mobile sub- 
jective camera that 
isn't limited to the 
killer's point of view. 
The movie opens 
with a point-of-view 
shot of Michael as a 
boy spying on his 
sister from outside the house through the eye slots of 
his Halloween mask. It goes back and forth from door 
to window to stairway, not only familiarizing us thor- 
oughly with the scene of the crime, but building up 
dramatic tension. Similarly, Carpenter uses the "now 
you see him, now you don't" trick repeatedly in the 
film, deflecting Laurie's warnings when she sees 
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Michael on the prowl (her girlfriends don't see him 
and therefore dismiss her) and then the boy Tommy's 
sighting of the “bogeyman” across the street (this 
time it's Laurie herself who doesn't listen). Also, most 
effective is Carpenter's contribution to 
the horror genre—an invincible villain 
with supernatural forces. In this particu- 
lar case, he doesn't possess powers 
beyond his own physical prowess, but 
he can't be killed, either. This was the 
first time a character who is stabbed 
and falls several flights down to the 
street below simply disappears instead 
of becoming a corpse. This has become 
a genre staple since (it was done by 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in Terminator, 





own score deserves special mention for its moody, 
foreboding, and catchy melodiousness. 


There is a very big difference between watching 
this film in a cropped pan-and-scan version and the 
original aspect ratio, which allows the camera enough 
space to move hauntingly about. Voyager has a superb 
letterboxed transfer in both CLV and CAV Criterion 
editions. The CAV version, which was made from a 
3omm print minted from the original negative, is truly 
flawless in every respect. It includes commentary 
from Carpenter, producer Debra Hill, and star Jamie 
Lee Curtis, as well as footage shot for the TV release, 
filmographies of the director and actors, and essays on 
the making of the film and "splatter" films in general. 
Highly recommended. 


The Fog (1980) 

Carpenter's attempt to update the ghost story is an 
effective moody horror tale that takes place in a small 
seaside California town. The various characters aware 
of the nature of the creeping fog—a truck driver 
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RC-2000 AT A GLANCE 


* Replace all of your existing remotes and 
control your entire A/V system with one, 
easy-to-use remote. 


e Convenient Macro keys store up to 20 
commands each that can be sent 
automatically in sequence. 


*LCD window and keypad illuminate 
automatically when the room is dark. 


e Ergonomically designed, with logically 
grouped functions and clear labels. 


* Large LCD window displays as many as 32 
special commands for each component. 


* Renaming feature lets you customize the 
LCD display with component and function 
names you choose. 


e Hundreds of built-in commands for 
popular Marantz models and other 
components using the Philips RC-5 remote 
control language. DSS command functions 
provided. 


ALL YOU NEED IS ONE 


Built-in and learned functions give you 
complete control of infrared-operated 
components such as: 


e TVs and monitors — «Cable boxes 
* A/V receivers * CD players/ 


e Surround decoders changers 

e Laser disc players * Cassette decks 
e VCRS e AM/FM tuners 
* DSS satellite 


DSS INSIDE! 


Complete set of 
TCE-brand DSS 
commands 
included, plus 
built-in command 
labels for learning 
other-brand DSS 
codes. 





BUILT-IN 
ILLUMINATION 


A built-in light 
sensor activates 
the illuminated 
keypad and LCD 
display when the 
room is dark, and 
automatically 
disables it to save 
battery power 
when the room 
brightens. 
Illumination can 
also be activated 
instantly at the 
touch of a button. 





DEATH. TAXES. 
TOO MANY REMOTES. 


(we can fix that last one) 


With some help, at least one of life's certainties can be negotiated. 
Take the half-dozen hard-to-use remote controls that came with 
your home theater equipment. Why so many? Because no one has 
produced an affordable, powerful, and sensible remote that can 
replace your extensive collection. 
















Кусма 


Now, thanks to Marantz, all уои need is опе. 


Introducing the Marantz RC-2000. Designed with input from 
leading custom A/V installation experts, the RC-2000 is the first 
learning remote that gives you complete, convenient control of 
your entire entertainment system. 


In contrast with other learning remotes, the RC-2000 has an 
intuitive keypad layout with highly visible labels, plus advanced 
convenience features such as Macro keys that transmit up to 20 
commands each at the push of a button. Imagine: One button can 
activate your entire home theater system, set the input selectors, 
adjust the surround mode, and even start the movie — all in the 
order you choose, and even with timing intervals you may need. 
This is what remote control should be all about. 
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“ . the Marantz RC-2000 is the answer 
to my prayers... It looks to be a real solution to 

one of home theater's most troublesome and 
overlooked aspects — system control." 











Lawrence E. Ullman, 
Stereophile Guide to Home Theater, Summer 1996 





Despite its powerful capabilities, the RC-2000 sets up in minutes, a decided advantage over expensive 
controllers that require professional installation and programming. Powered by a 33-MHz notepad 
computer chip, the RC-2000 can learn hundreds of infrared remote commands, enough to handle 
even the most sophisticated A/V systems. Got satellite? The RC-2000 is already loaded with 
commands for popular DSS brands, plus hundreds of additional commands for Marantz and other 
brands that use the Philips RC-5 remote control language. You can even rename component labels 
and functions with names you choose. 

Of course, what good is all of this control capability if you can't see what you're doing? 

An illuminated keypad and back-lit LCD display make the RC-2000 perfect in darkened home 
theaters. A built-in light sensor automatically activates the illumination feature when the room is 
dark, and disables it to save battery power when the room brightens. The illumination can also be 
activated instantly at the touch of a button. An advanced memory backup system protects all of your 
customized features and learned codes, and even alerts you when it's time to change the batteries. 
The RC-2000's powerful programming features allow you to customize it to match your exact 
requirements for precise and total control of your entire entertainment system. 


So what should you do with your old remotes? Absolutely nothing. 
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Big Trouble in Little 
China was an amal- 
gam of the action- 
adventure, comedy, 
kung fu, and ghost 


story genres. 
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Something Wicked This Way Comes 


(Tommy Atkins) and a hitchiker (Jamie Lee Curtis); 
a society woman and her aide (Janet Leigh and Nancy 
Loomis); a priest (Hal Holbrook) —find 
shelter in an old church, as the local 
radio station DJ (Adrienne Barbeau, the 
director’s wife in her film debut) keeps 
warning one and all to escape. 

The filmmaker creates a spooky 
atmosphere that lends this modest film 
its appeal, but what prevents it from 
being an all-out success is his failure to 
create the menacing fog as a mythical 
entity in its own right. After all, reason 
doesn’t play much of a role in this kind 
of film. Here the murderous spree is an 
attempt to avenge the fate suffered by pirates 100 
years earlier when they crashed on that shore and 
their gold was stolen. So behind the fog we get the 
ghostly figures of zombified pirates who are doing the 
killings. This is too literal to be satisfying. 

Otherwise, The Fog is an eerie, funny ghost story 
that’s visually captivating and musically on target with 
the director’s own rhythmic score. 

This New Line Home Video laserdisc, manufac- 
tured by Image, is of excellent quality, with crystal- 


clear images, good contrast, and realistic flesh tones. 


ON 
a SS 


Starman (1984) 
This tender-hearted science-fiction love story is one of 
the filmmaker's most fully realized films. It's the story 
of an alien (Jeff Bridges) who comes to Earth at the 
invitation of the world's nations (included in a satellite 
message beamed to outer space), but finds himself 
hunted down as an enemy by security forces and 
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police. The woman (Karen Allen) near whose house 
he lands, first considers herself his hostage and then 
befriends him. She eventually learns to love him, 
partly because he assumes the appear- 
ance of her beloved dead husband, but 
mostly because she learns that he's 
kind, guileless, and full of appreciation 
for life's precious moments. She 
becomes an accomplice determined to 
see him reach his destination: an Ari- 
zona crater where a spaceship will take 
him back home. To repay her love, he 
gives her a child, a rare gift because 
she's barren and he, on the other hand, 
can heal and even restore life. 

Jeff Bridges shines in a role that 
requires innocence and gentleness, and his abrupt, 
almost reptilian, movements are very convincing and 
just offbeat enough. The special effects—from the 
original landing and meteor crash, through the alien's 
*birth" as a human baby and evolution into an adult in 
a matter of moments, to the appearance of the huge 
spaceship in the end —are uniformly first-class. But 
it’s to Carpenter's credit that they never overshadow 
the finer human moments. 

This letterboxed laserdisc from Columbia/TriStar 
is exceptionally good; the images are crisp and sharp, 
and the colors natural and vivid. It's remarkably free of 
graininess in the night scenes. Grade-A entertainment 
with an uplifting message. 


Big Trouble in Little China (1986) 

This little-seen, critically abused gem is one of my 
favorite Carpenter films. It's a sophisticated, mystical 
action-adventure — with a little comedy and kung fu 
mixed into a ghost story —that masquerades as low- 
brow entertainment. The hero, Jack Burton (the affect- 
ing Kurt Russell) is a good-natured trucker recruited 
by pal Wang Chi (Dennis Dun) to help him free his 
beautiful bride-to-be Miao Yin (Suzze Pai) from the 
clutches of the mysterious, enormously powerful 
David Lo Pan (James Hong), who controls a number 
of fighters and creatures. Aided by spunky lawyer 
Gracie Law (the lovely Kim Cattrall), they invade the 
underbelly of Chinatown, engage in spectacular battle 
with Lo Pan's troops, and finally confront a most- 
feared Chinese legendary figure who is really a 2,000- 
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Courtesy of Columbia/TriStar Home Video 


Police officers defend 
themselves against 
the faceless evil of 
gangs in Assault on 
Precinct 13 (top 
right). Jeff Bridges 
plays a visitor from 
another galaxy in 


Starman (below). 


Something Wicked This Way Comes 





year-old ghost who yearns to regain a flesh-and-blood 
existence with a young green-eyed beauty. Both Miao 
Yin and Gracie have green eyes and the ghost intends 
to marry both—and he almost gets his wish in the 
explosive, ornate finale. 

It’s an old-style adventure picture (it resembles 
1940s serials) with a fast-moving plot, but with numer- 
ous entertaining and exotic asides 
that make it an unmitigated plea- 
sure to watch. It’s also hilarious, 
especially in the film’s constant 
lampooning of Burton’s macho 
bravado: We get to see him hesi- 
tant, fearful, and awed by the for- 
bidden world he’s being exposed 
to, but he never admits a weakness, including his 
attraction to Gracie (they only get to kiss once). In 
fact, while he’s supposed to take the lead—and has 
the physique to prove it—it’s his slight Chinese pal 
who does most of the fighting, reducing Jack to the 
role of a sidekick. Despite this tongue-in-cheek 
approach, Carpenter is very respectful of Chinese cul- 
ture and customs, which is evident in the number of 
intelligent supporting characters and authenticity of 
the decor. Whenever you see Chinese characters on 





signs and banners, they really stand for the ideas 
expressed. The kung fu battle scenes are beautifully 
choreographed (it certainly doesn’t hurt that the film 
was shot in widescreen), the creatures are state of the 


art, and the overall atmosphere is as absorbing as it 
is mesmerizing. 
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Don’t miss this exhilarating little treasure, available 
in letterbox from Fox Video. The quality of this 
laserdisc is exceptional, with an attention to detail that 
leaves nothing to be desired. 


Village of the Damned (1995) 

It might not be the filmmaker’s best effort to date, but 
Village of the Damned is a competent remake of the 
1960 sci-fi thriller of the same 
name, which starred George 
Sanders and was directed by Wolf 
Rilla. Based on John Wyndham’s 
novel, The Midwich Cuckoos, the 
two films depict an invisible alien 
presence that knocks the town- 
ship’s inhabitants off and impreg- 
nates all the women. 
The newborns all 
share platinum-blond 
hair and eyes that light 
up when they concen- 





trate to form a power- 
ful, insidious form of mind control. They can order 
their “parents” to kill themselves, cops to shoot each 
other, and, generally, people to lay off. In the original, 
shot in black and white, the allegorical content had to 
do with the threat of Communism. Here, the movie 
elaborates on the paranoid notions of the past two 
decades, suggesting malevolent government experi- 
ments and illegal nuclear radiation. Kirstie Alley plays 
the scientist who has experimented on an alien fetus 
from a previous “invasion,” and Christopher Reeve is 
the doctor who tries to teach the kids and reason with 
them and, when all else fails, destroy them. 

Carpenter remade the original with restraint, the 
absence of which marred his earlier remake of The 
Thing: The original Howard Hawks production was an 
unseen, mysterious menace, which in the remake 
turned out to be an incredibly vicious, goo-oozing 
monster. Such explicitness killed the innocence inher- 
ent in the project, while Village retains this sense of 
wonder about the unknown as it toys with more 
sophisticated doomsday theories. Carpenter, the 
auteur, has made better films, but Village of the Damned 
is a competent commercial undertaking to keep us 
occupied while he waits for more personal projects. 

The letterboxed laserdisc from MCA/Universal is 
sharply focused and color-corrected. 


Everett Collection 
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and overcome every fear. “Ж All that remained was the incredible clarity. ZZ When you become disenchanted 


by the ordinary, we invite you to experience Martin-Logan technology. One of our chosen specialists will show you 


what it is to touch space, feel an image, relish a sublime madness. 





913-749-0133 


©1996 Martin-Logan Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Clarity of sonic reproduction. Beautifully integrated 9g 
into your living environment. These are the hallmarks 7/4 
of the MTX Blueprint Series. i 





aren 


The MTX Blueprint Series features 
primary in-wall speakers for your 
main listening area, or support 
in-wall or in-ceiling speakers for 
your background areas. Family 
room or bath. Inside the living 
room, or outdoors on the patio. 
Installed in new construction, or 
retrofitted into your existing home. 
And because of the MTX tradition 
of using only the finest materials 
available, the sonic reproduction 





== == is unprecedented. 
Loudspeakers for outdoor applications 
USA: Canada: Puerto Rico: Australia: — 
The Pointe at $. Mountain B.C. (604) 942-9865 809-768-0660 026747171 
4545 E. Baseline Rd. Ontario: (905) 890-0298 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 
602-438-4545 800-225-5689 
Listen to the MTX Blueprint Series at your local custom home audio retailer Sas ABOUT SOUP 


© MTX 1996 


© 1995» Miramax Fums 


HOT STUFF 





Grecian Formula 


The only Greek thing missing from Woody Allen’s 
Mighty Aphrodite is the tragedy. 


by Christy Grosz 















Certain topics of discussion just 
compel people to offer their opinions. Even if 
they’re just passing by the conversation as it’s going 
on, an unseen force makes them stop and volunteer 
their own thoughts on the matter at hand. For 
instance, any time anyone mentions Natalie Mer- 
chant, I tend to start making choking noises and 
saying stuff like, “Where did she get that John j j | 1 (2 ne = 
Fogerty accent that only shows 
up when she’s singing?!?” 
Nobody asks me; I just provide ч 
my viewpoint and I can’t stop 
myself. Woody Allen is another 
subject that seems to incite 
some kind of unpredictable reaction out of otherwise rational people. They either begin 
muttering under their breath about that scandal from a few years ago or start gesturing 
wildly and proclaiming him a genius. Either way, it's weird. But whatever your opinion— 


and you know you have one—Allen has his own unique style. He toys with dialogue and 


structure like no one else. 
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Green-Eyed Monster 

The best place on the Web to find a cock- 
tail to suit any occasion is HotWired’s 
cocktail page at http://www.hotwired.com/ 
cocktail/. Not only do they have a cocktail 
of the day, but they 


‘Green-Eyed Monster \ 
have a searchable 


17; ounces Irish whiskey 7: ounce Pernod 
У, ounce sweet vermouth 1 dash Angostura bitters 


database so you can 
find exactly what 
refreshment you’re cocktail glass. 
looking for, informa- 
tion on all the liquors and liqueurs, as well 
as advice for planning your next cocktail 
party. So put on a creepy laserdisc and enjoy 
this ghoulish take on the classic Manhattan. 


— Christy Grosz 


| Maker's Mark Bourbon 


Every Southern boy remembers the first 





time he sneaked a taste from his dad's 
glass of bourbon. It's a nasty experi- 
ence —tastes worse than cough 
syrup, and feels like battery acid 
going down. Most bourbon drinkers 
simply stick with it and grow accus- 
tomed to the edge, but there are actu- 
ally some really good bourbons out there 
that are all smoky sweetness without the 
bite. The cheapest one l've found is Maker's 
Mark, which you can find in most liquor 
stores for about $16 a fifth. Maker's is as 
smooth a bourbon as l've ever tried, even 
smoother than most of the $40 high-end stuff. 
When other companies age bourbon, they 
stack the casks, and usually age the stuff 
at the top less, because it's much hotter 
at the top of the shed. Maker's, however, 
actually rotates the casks, so every cask is 
consistent. And the red wax seal gives it 
an eccentric, secret-stash-'o-hooch appeal. 
With such great taste at a reasonable price, 
Maker's is like the NAD or Rotel of the bour- 
bon industry. —Brent Butterworth 
Hoyo de Monterrey Claro Presidente 
With cigars being such a hot fad in L.A., vet- 
eran puffers need some way to distinguish 
themselves from the newbies. And this is it: 


This big, green cigar looks like nothing most 
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Shake with cracked ice; strain into chilled 
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And his most recent film, Mighty 
Aphrodite, is one of his best yet. 
Its interesting yet simple structure 
employs common Greek dramatic 
techniques, but uses them in а 
way that’s so obvious, it inadver- 
tently becomes unique. He even 
goes so far as to construct a deus 
ex machina in which a helicopter 
lands in a field and a girl meets the 
boy of her dreams. Plus, anyone 
who dreams up F. Murray Abraham 
as the leader of a chorus deserves 
some credit for originality! 

Allen plays Lenny, a sportswriter, 
whose wife Amanda (Helena 
Bonham Carter) wants to adopt a 
child. He reluctantly agrees and 
they end up living happily for 
several years, until the urge to find 
the child’s mother hits Lenny like 
a burst of subway air. He’s obsess- 
ing about the kid’s parents being 
convicts, intellectual ciphers, and 





stuff like that. Although the chorus 
leader (Abraham) tries to sway 
him otherwise, Lenny “acciden- 
tally” reads his son’s adoption 
records and discovers the mother’s 
name is Linda Ash (Mira Sorvino 
in yet another movie). After dis- 
covering that she’s a prostitute, as 


Grecian Formula 


well, he meets her by setting up a 
date with her—and ends up con- 
tinually meeting with her and 
trying to get her to change her 
profession. As Lenny reaches each 
decision throughout the process of 
getting to know Linda, the chorus 
is there to guide him, acting as his 
conscience, even getting some 
good one-liners in here and there. 
In fact, the chorus's role culmi- 
nates in a song-and-dance routine 
that you have to see to believe. 

Sorvino skillfully plays up the 
hooker with a heart of gold, 
making Linda into an endearing, 
unapologetic character, but there's 
no reason to gush. Allen plays the 
same twitchy, neurotic character 
that he always plays, but that's to 
be expected. And for once, Helena 
Bonham Carter dons a New York 
brogue and a jacket instead of a 
corset for her part as Lenny's infi- 
del wife. But overall, the chorus 
is the thread that holds the story 
together, as it should be. 

The laserdisc looks like most 
of Allen's color films: drab, maybe 
a little grainy. Even Sorvino's 
wildly colored outfits don't stand 
out much. As you might guess, 
Mighty Aprodite is dialogue-driven, 
so the surround sound doesn’t 
really come into play, but every- 
one’s voice is relatively easy to 
understand. 

If you haven’t seen it, it’s 
definitely worth renting some 
evening —just make sure no one 
starts talking about Woody Allen 
because you'll never get to watch 
the film in peace. f 


Here's a quick overview of the scale we use to rate each reviewed item. They may look simple, but 
these ratings reflect weeks of work in windowless laboratories: 


c Buy К is the rating — Borrow It applies to 
something that you might 
want to snag from a friend 
or rent for an evening. 


we'd give to a disc you 
just can't live without. 





Skip It goes to stuff the 
stores should pay you to take 
off their hands, but we won't 
dwell on too much of this. 
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With VideoQuest Cables, 
Its What You See On The 
screen That Counts. 


No that “Performance Video” is a hot topic, more people know that every 
step from the source to the screen is important, and that many of those 
steps are wires. But, with many logical sounding stories of engineering 
competence, pretty graphs and even prettier cables and plugs...how can you 
know whose cables are worth using? The answer has always been to look for 
yourself...this time “look” really means look! 


Looking Backward or Forward? By itself this chart means nothing. It's what 
In 1976 Polk Audio” woke up the US audio world with a most unusual speaker vou see on your screen that counts. 
cable. Since then, many cable suppliers have introduced innovative and often 
effective ways to reduce the various types of cable-induced distortion. There have been some bad ideas and some just 
plain “make it big and they will buy” products...but, there has also been real progress. 
Unfortunately, the video arena includes companies touting how their cables solve problems that had been 
solved by others decades ago. After all, a lot of very competent people have been supplying the world of 
high-frequency communication for a very long time! 
These backward-looking companies claim that “characteristic impedance” is important. This is awfully 
Safe ground...everyone has agreed about this since before most of us were born. CATV cable at the 
| hardware store gets this part right, there's no reason to pay a premium for old news. However, there are many 
When a DSS receiver other significant, and often more important variables. 
has “S” outputs, Video It is ironic that some of the same designers who properly argue that “while measurements are important, 


—“ i eae they don’t tell the whole story,” are now retreating to the test bench instead of working to provide new 
: solutions. 


Composite, RGB, Y/C (S), YIK (DVD), RF — We've Got Them 
VideoQuest cables use a combination of the best techniques and materials available from today's high- 
frequency cable industry, with our own design innovations to "push the envelope." 

After 18 years of designing distortion mechanisms out of audio cables, and 
eight years doing the same for video, digital and RF cables, VideoQuest continues 
to expand the boundaries of this frontier. 


VideoQuest Video Two Pushes the Envelope 
* Twin-axial construction includes two identical conductors, 
ensuring equally low distortion paths for positive and 
negative...something not possible with conventional coaxial 
construction. 
* Hard Cell Foam (HCF) insulation minimizes dielectric involvement (the way 
insulation creates distortion by storing and releasing energy). HCF also 

\\ minimizes damage caused by applying hot plastics to the surface of metal. Video Two's twin-axial construction uses 
“ABLE \ 107 \\ And, HCF minimizes cold-flow (the deformation of a material under иса si PM —— Copper 
DESIGN Empirical J| pressure, changing the cable's electrical characteristics and | 

Reali 1 compromising performance). 
\\ e Special Silver Plated Long Grain Copper reduces distortion and improves signal flow...which in the world 

|| of audio would cause a bright and irritating sound. However, in the high frequency domain, SP-LGC 
\\ provides a dramatic and cost-effective improvement over even the highest grades of pure copper. 


Etc., Etc., Etc. 

= There are many more technical details and underlying theories as to how to reduce distortion in video 
cables. For more of this information, please ask for our Cable Design brochure...or better yet, go “see” the 
cables for yourself. 


EI 
P.O. Box 3060 San Clemente, CA 92674 USA, Tel 714-498-2770, Fax 714-498-5112, info@audioquest.com Qudioquest. 


















How does a signal 
become distorted? 
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smokers have 
. ever seen. It also hap- 
| pens to taste great and cost less 
than those overpriced Avos and Davidoffs 
that are all the rage these days. This Hoyo 
has the big, bold taste you can expect from 
Honduran tobacco, with a very smoky, slightly 
bitter flavor lent by the claro wrapper. José 
Gener, the manufacturer, also offers smaller 
sizes, but none intimidate like the big presi- 
dentes. Hoyo claros are hard to find; І get mine 
from JR Cigar in New York at something like 
$65 a box. JR also puts out a very entertain- 
ing mail-order catalog you can get by calling 
(800) JRCIGAR. — Brent Butterworth 


Abbreviated Ode on Pop-Tarts 
Thou still unravish'd Pastry of Fruitiness! 

Thou foster-child of 
Sweetness and Flaky Crust, 
Breakfast historian, who canst 
thus express 

A tasty tale more filling than 
our rhyme: 


What piping-hot legend haunts 





about thy rectangle 
Of scalding insides, or untoasted bliss, 
In kitchens or the dales of dorm rooms? 
What jelly or jam is this? What sprinkled 
frosting? 
What mad meal? What search for new flavors? 
What tongue will burn? What wild ecstacy? 


— Christy Grosz 


Starbucks 
With the rate this chain of fast-food coffee 
shops is expanding, we almost believe the 
rumors that it's owned by aliens. (Actually, 
every time copy editor Monica James and 
I each drink a vanilla latte in the same 
morning, we end up speaking 


everything in unison for the rest of 





the day. We think it's some sort of 
mind-control thing.) But you can bet 
that there's nothing better than a steamin' 
cup а’ joe from Starbucks, or a perfectly iced 


Frappucino. — Christy Grosz 
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Natural Born Killers 
(Director's Cut) — Pioneer 

If you think of the role of a 
special edition as being a 





way to further enhance 
the experience of a movie, this one 
undoubtedly succeeds. Whether 
you loved Oliver Stone's film or 
hated it, you will find something 
of interest in the special-edition 
director's cut of Natural Born 
Killers. Even if you don't watch 
the gorgeous, richly 
colored movie, you 
should still see the 
accompanying docu- 
mentary, which brings 
a fresh perspective on 
the reasons behind 
the making of the 
film. In fact, it might 
even make you want to watch 
NBK again. 

In addition to restoring all of 
the cuts Stone made to his master- 
piece on the media to get an R rat- 
ing, this CAV set provides several 
deleted scenes for your enjoy- 
ment, along with an introduction 
to each from the director. Stone 
explains why each scene didn't 
make the final cut and in the 
process reveals more of the gen- 
eral idea behind the film. (Among 
the more notable scenes is a 
monologue from Denis Leary.) 

Pioneer's Charles Kiselyak knows 
how to make an amazing special- 
edition laserdisc. And Natural 
Born Killers is no exception. 

— Christy Grosz 





The Figgs— Banda Macho 
(Capitol) 

Anyone who says today’s 
music is as barren as Burt 





Reynolds’s pate must have 
overlooked The Figgs. Combining 
a quick pace with a quick wit, this 
New York band’s sophomore 
release is the toupee that music 
so desperately needs. 

More raw than their major-label 
debut, Lo-Fi at Society High, this 
new effort showcases their tongue- 
in-cheek lyric style and banging- 
guitar sound. The first track, 
“Blame it All Senseless,” could 
have been taken directly off a 
Descendents record, while the 
hit-single-waiting-to-happen, "Girl, 
Kill Your Boyfriend," is madden- 
ingly catchy. The Figgs also do 
the hurt-boy routine deftly on 
“Reject,” with a chorus of “Reject. 
Гуе got to be one.” 

If you don't like a particular 
song, you'll be glad to know that 
the band takes kind of a Ramones 
approach to songwriting: Most 
tunes aren't more than three min- 
utes long. They're also rumored to 
be a great live band, but, fortunately, 
they seem to 
have a lot of 
fun recording, 
too: On the 
final track, 
“Every Night,” 
they introduce a short, discordant 
bridge by saying, “Circus part!” 

The Figgs are just a great rock 
n’ roll band, and if you haven't 
heard them, they are most defi- 
nitely worth more than a casual 
listen. — Christy Grosz 


DO [poe] 


DIGITAL 


audio 


design е 
associates 





ж 
T" ч C E - > 
377 =s e — "E iv icone cr 
L ча , ^ | 
=" TE í M 75 — aT РЯ, 
A2 , pil =й 4 " " 
A AS Top Ec wm R ee a + on Ы 





voog DELAY SETUP VOL NOISE 
PRESET 


550-66 (5.1) DU] | corey | 


DIGITAL 





Have you ever watched a movie in surround sound, where 
the bangs are simply too loud and the whispers are 
unintelligible. Well so have we and that is why our new 
digital surround sound preamplifier, the SSD-66 (5.1), comes 
fully equipped with a surround mode designed just for you. 
That's right, when you select the "AC-3 NIGHT" mode while 
watching an AC-3 encoded laser disc or DVD disc, you will 
be able to fully enjoy the most exciting Hollywood releases, 
even if the kids are sleeping. Naturally, there is always the 


normal "DOLBY AC-3" mode for when the kids are awake. 


But that's just part of the SSD-66 (5.1)'s story. There are a 
total of 14 /nput Label settings which can be programmed to 
automatically engage the right mode, volume level, and 


additional acoustical settings by tapping just one button. 


*When using ADA's RFD-1 AC-3 RF Demodulator 
** When using ADA's DTS-1 DTS Decoder 





"Dolby", "AC-3", and the double-D symbol are the trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. 
DTS is the trademark of Digital Theater Systems. 


"ada-Audio Design Associates" is the trademark of Audio Design Associates, Ine. 
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MADE IN U.S.A 





Best of all, in addition to playing Dolby Pro Logic video 
tapes and TV broadcasts (including DSS), the SSD-66 (5.1) 
is fully capable of processing both Dolby Digital AC-3 laser 
discs* (ог DVD dises) or DTS** laser dises and CDs. All of 
the current formats out there and even the ones yet to come, 


with the eventual introduction of high definition TV. 


Audio Design Associates manufacturers state-of-the-art 
electronics right here in the U.S.A. High-end systems are 
not new to us as we have been building them for nearly 20 
years. You may even remember the fine review our home 
theater amplifier received in this magazine. Touted as the 
"the multichannel amp to get", the PTM-6150 makes for a 
perfect match to your SSD-66 (5.1). Why put the future off 


any longer? 








602-610 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, N.Y., 10605 
For more information please call ADA at 1-600-43-AUDIO. 
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Memory Lane 

by Dan Yakir 
If you’d like to catch up with the great 
classics of yesteryear, there are no better 
networks on TV than Turner Classic Movies 
and American Movie Classics. 

Take for example, the utterly enchanting 
“Miss Marple” whodunits that George Pollock 
directed with panache from Agatha Christie’s 
novels, featuring the incomparable Margaret 
Rutherford in the lead. This month TCM is 
showing all four of them letterboxed (they’re 
otherwise available in a cropped version on 
tape only). The first feature is Murder She 
Said (1962), in which the lovable, jowly old 
sleuth sees a strangulation on a passing train 
and goes on to find 
the culprit when the 
police won’t believe 
her (October 20). In 
Murder at the Gallop 
(1963), there’s noth- 


ing this teetotaler extraordinaire won’t do 





to see justice done, in this case among the 
denizens of an upper-class elite who gather 
at a country estate (October 27). In Murder 
Ahoy (1964) the endearing old lady unveils 
corruption and murder aboard a training 
ship for juvenile delinquents, and displays 
her fencing skills—even when what’s at 
stake is her own life (October 27). And finally, 
in Murder Most Foul (1965), she puts on her 
acting beret and joins a theatrical troupe 
among whose members hides a homicidal 
maniac (October 20). It’s a wonderful series, 
and the letterboxing helps define the frame 
in ways that underline the action, even 
though they weren’t shot in a wide screen. 
On AMC, catch the affecting political 
comedy-drama The Remarkable Andrew 
(1942) in which the excellent and very young 
William Holden plays a bookkeeper framed 
for embezzlement by local politicians. He 
recruits the ghosts of the nation’s greatests 
minds to help prove his innocence. It’s a 
fresh, fiery attack on the loss of values, which 
can be considered a companion piece to 
Capra’s populist fare. Stuart Heisler direct- 
ed from a script by Dalton Trumbo (Exodus). 


Not available on laserdisc or videotape. 
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Theremin: An Electronic 
Odyssey— Image 

Part documentary, part 
love story, part exposé on 
the KGB, Theremin: An 
Electronic Odyssey is one of those 





films that is totally surprising. 
With a cast of characters that 
keeps getting weirder and old 
movie footage that keeps getting 
funnier, this disc never lets you 
know what’s going to happen next. 
And being totally scattered might 
actually lend to its charm, just as 
94-year-old Leon Theremin’s 
slurred ramblings endear you to 
his story. 

A Russian immigrant who created 
the first electronic instrument and 
was then forced to develop spy 
technology for Stalin, Theremin led 
a life that was as peculiar as the 
sounds of well, a theremin. We 
hear from many musicians who 
have employed this device. For 
sweet old Clara, the theremin 
plays like an elegant sobbing violin; 
for Beach Boy Brian Wilson, it 
sounds like an otherworldly syn- 
thesizer; and for Todd Rundgren, 
it is kazoo and 
futuristic zither. 
At times, the film 
borders on being 
an electronics 
nerdfest, and the 
buzzing can burn 
through your 
home theater, but 
Theremin is still an interesting 
story. “Good Vibrations” and those 
old horror films will never sound 
the same again.— Rebecca Kraus 








Various Artists — Urban 
Fishing Rules (Uff Da Music) 
Think of this as a mix put 
out strictly for the artists' 
pleasure: a blend of tradi- 
tional and cutting-edge; an audio 
journey into the hearts and minds 
of a collection of Ohio musicians; 
an (shudder) experimental disc. 

All musicians play with skill and 
passion on their selected tracks. 
Here, a dash 
of noise, a 
splash of fun, 
and a lot of 
jazz are left 
alone to boil 
on the stove. The resulting stew is 
unexpectedly tasty, except for a 
few overcooked bits. "Panic" is 
one such bit; the sound is one of 
selt-indulgence or of a musician 
being locked away with only a 
guitar, a recorder, and dreams of 
being a real live rock ’n’ roller. 

Fortunately, “Wish it Were" and 
“Insufficient Funds" make up for 
such lapses. These songs taste 
like traditional jazz with sexy 
saxophones and noodling guitars. 
"Horrible Dream" adds another 
ingredient —vocals—to make a 
good piece even better. 

It is refreshing to see that CDs 
are still being produced for the 
artists, by the artists. Instead of 
shooting for that number-one spot 
on Billboard's Top 10, the musical 
juices are allowed to simmer to 
create a new sound. 

To order, write Uff Da Music, 
P.O. Box 82119, Columbus, 

Ohio 43202. Or drop them an 
e-mail at uffdamus@aol.com. 
— Kate Wightman 


Every man dies, 
not every man 


really lives. 
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Tales from the Crypt 

by Mel Neuhaus 
Thought Ра recommend a smattering of 
Halloween-related platters to spin in your 
dungeon’s media room. In an inspired move, 
MCA/Universal, as part of their ongoing 
Encore Edition series, has double billed a 
pair of Abbott & Costello spook classics, 
Hold That Ghost (1941) and The Time of 
Their Lives (1946). In Ghost, Bud and Lou, 
trapped in an inher- 
ited murdered gang- 
BROTT: costo | ster's estate, are 
| —— Í| privy to a creepy 
£ % night of sinister 
f vete happenings. Joining 
them are Joan Davis 


K 


fi 
F 


(hilarious with Lou 





in a dance routine), 
Richard Carlson, Evelyn Ankers, and even 
Ted Lewis and the Andrews Sisters (singing 
*Aurora"). Beautifully blending scares and 
laughs, this top-notch vehicle showcases 
the boys early in their screen career. 

Lives, literally a spirited comedy, features 
Lou and Marjorie Reynolds as two falsely 
accused traitors executed during the 
Revolutionary War, Earth-bound until evi- 
dence proves them innocent. Enter Bud and 
his houseguests who have restored a near- 
by colonial manor. Unusual as the duo are 
playing against each other (they were feud- 
ing), this charming fantasy underlines what 
good actors both comics were. It is, in fact, 
Bud, as a neurotic psychiatrist, who, along 
with the imaginative sight gags and (then) 
state-of-the-art effects, steals the show. And 
the spectacular near-mint black-and-white 
35mm transfer should please. 

MCA/Universal has likewise Encored two 
Hammer entries, Kiss of the Vampire (1962) 
and Nightmare (1964). Vampire, one of the 
studio’s finest non Terence Fisher-directed 
thrillers, chillingly chronicles the fate of 
turn-of-the-century honeymooners stranded 
in a small Bavarian village — actually the 
nesting ground for a vampiric cult. Remark- 
ably adult, this truly eerie outing is gor- 
geously photographed, and directed with 
panache by Don Sharp. Best of all, this is 
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La Femme Nikita — Pioneer 
Only the culturally lazy 
would prefer the 





Americanized version 
(Point of No Return) of this espi- 
onage tale. This original French 
edition is a beautifully shot story 
which hold up superbly on laser- 
disc. When we first meet Nikita, 
she is a wayward junkie whose 
murderous instincts make her a 
terror for the authorities. Even- 
tually, however, the government 
transforms those killer instincts 
into a weapon they can use to their 
own benefit: the quintessential 
femme fatale. Nikita assumes a 
new name and identity but still 
possesses the raw and violent 
tendencies that are so valuable to 
her secret employers. Things get 
a little confusing when Nikita, 
a.k.a. Marie, falls in love and 
moves in with Marco, a gentle 
soul who is endlessly curious 
about his mysterious lover. 

With a searing score that effec- 
tively fuses Mozart with evocative 
industrial clanks, the film is an art- 
fully done study of morality, never 
just black or white. Taking the 
made-over woman idea to new 
heights, La 
Femme Nikita 
intelligently plays 
with gender roles 
and power struc- 
tures while offer- 
ing rich charac- 
terizations. The 
best thing on 
laserdisc, however, is the direc- 
tion. With the help of award- 
winning performances, acclaimed 
director Luc Besson vividly cap- 
tures all the shades of Nikita's 
emotions and her European sur- 
roundings.— Rebecca Kraus 








Venice/Venice— Fox Lorber 
Separate worlds, separate 
lives, but play with reality 
a little and the notion of 
parallel universes, two parts of the 
same whole, becomes plausible. 
Director Henry Jaglom has become 
something of a maverick for the 
documentary style of his films, 
most notably Eating, where a sin- 
gle subject is pontificated on by 
the guests at a birthday party. The 
same unscripted 
aspect that 
worked in 
Eating is still 
present in 
Venice/Venice, 
where Jaglom 
plays Dean, a 
director from 
Venice, California hyping his latest 
film at a festival in Venice, Italy. 
But the difference is that rather 
than the unmapped, free-form feel 
of his past films, Venice/Venice 
actually has a story to work with. 
Lumped in between his usual 
motley cast of characters, the 
story becomes disjointed and 
frustrating because, contrary to 
the surprising cohesiveness 
achieved in past films, here the 
main characters seem to have 
nothing to do with what's going 
on with the supporting cast. 

In all, an interesting enough 
premise, but the unfortunate thing 
about realism is that you run the 
risk of being boring— and therein 
lies the root of the problem with 
Venice/Venice.— Monica James 
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the complete theatrical version, not the 
ridiculously edited TV outrage (re-titled 
Kiss of Evil, as all references to vampires 
were removed!); the faded Eastman color 
has been rejuvenated to display a stunning 
palette of hues and mood tones, and faith- 
fully letterboxed to its 1.66:1 aspect ratio. 
Nightmare, a 2.35:1 HammerScope suspense 
mystery shot in crisp black and white intrudes 
upon Psycho territory with plenty of patent- 
ed “Hammer Horror” tossed in for jolt effect. 
Again, superb transfers and pressings. 
Columbia/TriStar has also exhumed a few 
worthy notables. Fright Night (1985), Tom 
Holland’s semi-parody of yuppie vampire 
Chris Sarandon invading suburban America, 
has finally been 
released in its prop- 
er 2.35:1 Panavision 
format. Boasting a 
game cast and mes- 
merizing Richard 
Edlund effects, this 


supernatural roller- 





coaster ride has 
been given a great transfer and Sony press- 
ing (although my copy had intermittent 
snow throughout) with killer digital sound. 
Three gimmicky inventive William Castle 
schlockers have also recently arrived on 
laserdisc: The Tingler (1959), a legendary 
Vincent Price romp with restored color 
sequence; 13 Ghosts (1960), a nifty night- 
mare designed expressly for the kiddie set 
(with color teaser but monochrome ecto- 
plasm); and Straight-Jacket (1964), a gory 
post-Baby Jane item with asylum-released 
axe murderess Joan Crawford seemingly 
aching to get back to work. The above trio 
have all been struck from pristine 35mm 
black-and-white elements, and feature fine 
Sony pressings — although one of the scari- 
est things about the Castle works is TriStar’s 
repeated reluctance to letterbox non-Scope 
titles in their actual dimensions (while 
acceptable, they should have been matted 
to 1.85:1). 

Hey, if there’s nothing here to curdle 


your blood, you can, well...drop dead! 
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Richard Ili— image 

“A horse, a horse, my 
kingdom for a horse.” 
Never has that line been 





said aloud in such utterly strange 
circumstances as this brilliant 
adaptation of the Bard’s play con- 
cerning the ruthlessness of 
Richard III. 

Set in 1930s England at the end 
of a civil war, it’s the story of 
Richard of Gloucester’s rise to 
power through tyranny, murder, 
and just about any form of villainy 
at hand. He becomes king by hav- 
ing everybody between himself and 
the throne of England murdered, 
but good triumphs in the end 
when Richard meets a grisly end. 

The shamefully underexposed 
Ian McKellen, who plays the title 
role, is largely responsible for this 
project and should be welcomed 
open-armed into the upper ranks 
of the industry. The all-star cast 
also includes Annette Bening, 
Maggie Smith, and 
Robert Downey Jr. 

Framed at an 
aspect ratio of 
2:35.1, the film 
should be seen ona 
larger-than-normal 
screen. The sound, 
а = both AC-3 and stan- 
dard surround, is breathtaking 
and the transfer is excellent. This 
is the sort of film that reveals new 
information upon repeat viewings, 
not to mention a great way to 
brush up on your Shakespeare— 
forsooth!— Brian Rabey 


Nils Lofgren — Damaged 

Goods (Pure) 

In rock-music circles, 

Nils Lofgren is consid- 





ered a guitar player's, 
guitar player. For the past 10 
years, he's been best known as 
the lead guitarist for Bruce 
Springsteen's E Street Band. 
However, keep in mind that this 
is no ordinary guitar slinger. Nils 
has also had a solid career as a 
songwriter and musician for nearly 
30 years. He 
has put out a 
number of 
very solid 
records and 





his most 
recent release, Damaged Goods, is 
a gem, exceptionally written, pro- 
duced, and recorded. 

From start to finish, Nils takes 
us through an eclectic mix of 
R&B, funky blues, and flat-out 
rockers with the kind of guitar 
work that has become his trade- 
mark. Standout tracks include 


99 ¢ 


“Alone,” “Setting Sun,” “Heavy 
Hats,” and “Life” co-written with 
Lou Reed. And don’t miss “Trip 
To Mars" a fun track featuring 
Nils’ nieces, nephew, and friends 
singing the chorus. 

Woven with interesting textures 
both musically and lyrically, 
Damaged Goods is one of those 
special recordings that sounds 
new each time you listen to it. 
Unfortunately, it was not a major- 
label release, so if you have trou- 
ble finding it, call Anson Smith at 
(301) 654-4444 to order direct— 
you'll be glad you did. You can also 
contact Lofgren on the Internet at: 
www.rockhouse.com/nils/. 

— Patrick Cronin 
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Wood Fellas 


Kevin Costner’s solid 
performance in The Bodyguard 
inspired this tome. 


by Michael J. Nelson 
Fame is an elusive, 


ephemeral, and deceitful 


thing—as Yahoo Serious 





I’m sure could tell you for 
the price of a cup of coffee. Then he'd ask 
to stay at your place for just a few weeks, 
just till he got back on his feet. Then he'd 
want to bum a smoke and maybe borrow 
a 10 spot ’cause he needs to take the bus 
uptown for a job interview. The hard-luck 
Aussie aside, Hollywood's depiction of 
fame and all its attendant problems —the 
pressure to stay on top, the lack of priva- 
cy, the sky-rocketing cost of trendy Redrum 
heroin —has been spotty at best. They 
just never quite get it right. Now РЇЇ grant 
you that realism and vérité don't neces- 
sarily make for good theater (you're not 
going to sell many CAV laserdiscs of The 
Steam Baths of George Kennedy: 1972 to 
1981), but in the wrong 
hands such outings can 
look as ridiculous as an off 
episode of Saved by the Bell. 
Witness A Star is Born 
with Barbra Streisand and 
Kris Kristofferson. This 
movie would ask us to 
believe that Mr. Kristof- 
ferson, who resembles an 
unkempt Bee Gee, is a rock 
star more famous than Jesus 
who got that way by singing the songs of 
Paul Williams, the tiny, odd little man who 
used to go on The Tonight Show and sing 
*Just an Old-Fashioned Love Song" in his 
shrill, warbling brogue. It was a more 


innocent time. Kristofferson (John Norman 
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Howard in the film) blows off one of his 
concerts and goes to a local bar where he 
catches Babs (Esther Hoffman) singing 
her soul-less soul to pie-eyed 
construction workers. If 
Kristofferson hadn't inter- 
rupted her set by brawling 
with a patron, Barbra might 
have sent the inebriated 
toughs into a dervish-like 
frenzy with her rendition of 
*The Night They Invented 
Champagne." For what ropey- 
muscled steel worker doesn't 
like to relax with a soggy & 

White Owl, a Mickey's Big Mouth, and 
Barbra Streisand doing “Hello, Young 
Lovers" or anything from Carousel? 

Anyway, they fall in love and the film 
simply chronicles their tepid romance 
with the breakneck pacing of a Jim 
Jarmusch film. The reward comes at the 
end, after Kristofferson dies, an eventuality 
that every right-minded viewer will cheer 
for, and Barbra sings a heartfelt medley of 
Kristofferson's showy Meat Loafian songs. 
Backlit by a glowing red light that high- 
lights her tragic perm, Barbra looks a lot 
like Ronald McDonald. I don't mean this іп 
a bad way. I happen to think 
that Mr. McDonald is a hand- 
some man in his own way. 
Certainly the national Ronald, 
and even the Ronalds who 
make personal appearances 
at store openings in larger 
markets, are well-groomed 
and quite striking. It just 
doesn't suit Barbra, that's 
all Рт saying. 

In the middle of the med- 
ley, she makes a stab at rock ’n’ roll-type 
stage shenanigans. She doesn't pull it off, 
and in fact the odd twitching makes you 
wonder why an alert stagehand didn't 
summon the paramedics. It's really weird. 

Lawrence Kasdan's magnum opus, The 


Bodyguard is much slicker and has the 





advantage of having no scenes of Barbra 
Streisand frolicking. The leap you must 
make with this film is that Whitney Houston 
is a superstar making barge- 
loads of money by howling 
out crappy dance tunes and 
treacly love ballads....Hey! 
Wait a minute! 

Kevin Costner plays the 
title role and assumes an 
even more wooden character 
than he normally does. It's 
quite possible that in true 
Stanislavski fashion, 
Costner does emotional 
memory and visualization to prepare for 
his role —he just imagines himself a kiln- 
dried two-by-four. 

Houston, as Rachel Marron, reluctantly 
hires Costner (Frank Farmer) because a 
crazy fan has been sending her death 
threats and doing, well, naughty things on 
her bed when she wasn't there. Speaking 
as one who had done this sort of thing 
really in just a recreational sense, I don't 
think it's fair to condemn the whole lot of 
us...Well, this is the subject of a whole 
other column. What happens is they 
become lovers and end up having to hide 
out at Costner's dad's place (Ralph Waite, 
who has been old and grizzled since the 
age of 10.) Costner is shocked and fright- 
ened at this turn of events and you can 
tell because he has that fixed stare and 
half-open mouth that he's had for the whole 
film. He looks like a small-mouthed bass. 

Events come to a head at the Oscars 
where Rachel wins for best actress. Yeah, 
right. And Marisa Tomei's gonna win an 
Oscar, too. Tch. I don't want to tell you 
the ending, but Whitney doesn't die and 
she ends up with Costner and then she 
sings “Eye eeee eye eee eye will always 
lu-uhv youoooooooooo0" for about 78 
hours straight. 

Next month, Debbie Gibson and Donna 
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Happy Gilmore —MCA/ 
Universal 

Lightning doesn't strike 
twice when it comes to 





golf movies. Caddyshack 
set the standard in 1980, but con- 
sequent attempts at humor on the 
links have fallen well above par. 
The latest, Happy Gilmore, tries 
heartily to capture the spirit of the 
Bill Murray/Chevy Chase classic, 
but Adam Sandler's just no match 
for his Saturday Night Live fore- 
runners when it comes to physi- 
cal comedy. 

The story — what little there 
is—concerns an aspiring hockey 

EE player whose slap 
shot happens to 
translate into a 
400-yard golf 
drive. Since his 
hockey career 
hit a dead end, 
Gilmore's only 
chance to save his 
grandmother's house from the IRS 
is to go on the professional golf 
tour. This comedy begins and 
ends with Gilmore's hot temper, 
better suited to the ice than the 
gentlemanly world of pro golf. 

MCA’s disc transfer, letterboxed 
at 1.85:1, is sharp overall, and the 
outdoor scenes are well-drenched 
with color. The Dolby Surround 
soundtrack is hardly put to use, 
save for some particularly lifelike 
echoes in an ice rink, though. 

For mindless comedy that will 
keep youngsters and Sandler fans 
out of trouble for a while, Happy 
Gilmore is a harmless choice. 
Anyone else looking for a few 
laughs on the green should watch 
Caddyshack again. 

— Gary Frisch 
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Iron Butterfly — In-A-Gadda- 
Da-Vida (Mobile Fidelity) 
Iron Butterfly's 17:05 opus 
was a perfect example on 





how not to get ya up on 
the dance floor in the late '60s. 
Rolling along for 140 weeks on 
the Billboard chart when it was 
released in 1968, it peaked at 
Number 4. A sub three-minute 
edit charted at Number 30 and 
stayed on the Hot 100 
for more than four 
months, eventually 
selling 4 million 
copies. Of course, 
today the mere men- 
tion of the song brings 
about groans of dis- 
gust and disdain, all of 
which indicate it must have been 
а bomb— yeah, right! In fact, 
we've had a love/hate relationship 
with the song for more than 25 
years: We all love it, we're just 
afraid to admit it! 

What most critics have been 
afraid to admit is that the song 
has a strong hook, similar to 
Cream's "Sunshine of Your Love," 
which got under your skin and 
ended up being one of those tunes 
you hummed and could never 
quite shake. 

Mobile Fidelity has given us 
the best-sounding version of the 
album yet. 
They've also 
taken advan- 
tage of the 
extra space 
on a CD: 

For those who can't get enough, 





there's a live version of "In-A- 
Gadda-Da-Vida," and for those 
who want a lot less, there's the 
three-minute version. — Brian Rabey 





= NOFEAR. NO STUNTHAR, NO EQUAL, 


Rumble in the Bronx— 
Image 

His publicists say Jackie 
Chan is one of the world’s 





leading action stars. 
Whether true or not, he’s no 
doubt the world’s bravest. Chan’s 
stock-in-trade is performing all of 
his own stunts, a gimmick that 
makes Rumble in 
the Bronx, his 
first U.S. film, an 
unusual viewing 
experience. 

On one plane, 
Rumble works as 
a rapid-fire, mar- 
tial arts film with 
likeable characters. The fact that 
all the non-Americans' lines 
(including Chan's) are dubbed 
like a 1980s Godzilla film only 
adds to the charm. 

On another level, Chan's bravado 
can't help but elicit astonishment. 
Chan doesn't merely fight his own 
battles, he leaps from one rooftop 
to another, springs from a truck 
as it hurtles off a parking deck, 
and water-skis in sneakers. How 
little thought we give to these 
feats during a Schwarzenegger 
film. Here, a second viewing is 
required to appreciate both the 
peril and choreography. 

Image's 2.35:1 transfer is slightly 
marred by a few artifacts on side 
one, but it is otherwise clean and 
bright. The surround soundtrack 
emits just the right amount of big- 
city ambience and crunching bones. 

Jackie Chan represents a breath 
of fresh air for jaded action fans. 
And you can't help but admire a 
movie that wrecks a Lamborghini 
just for the fun of it. — Gary Frisch 
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Dead Can Dance 


The newly released laserdisc, 
Re-Animator, takes the classic 
Frankenstein story to new 
heights — or depths. 


by Dan Yakir 


The horror genre got a much-needed shot 
in the arm when Stuart Gordon made his 
directorial debut with 1985’s Re-Animator, 
an outrageously innovative take on the 
Frankenstein myth. Shot for a mere 
$1 million, this stylish macabre tale 
became an instant cult classic — and it's 
now available for the first time on a letter- 
boxed laserdisc from Elite Entertainment. 
The story is about a medical student 
named Herbert West (Jeffrey Combs) who 
invents a serum that can revive the dead — 
except the fluorescent-green liquid turns 
the “newborns” into demented, murderous 
zombies. He soon gets a top medical stu- 
dent, Dan Cain (Bruce Abbott), involved 
in his experiments despite the objections 
of his girlfriend, Meg Halsey (Barbara 
Crampton), the dean’s daughter who has 
heard disturbing rumors about the man. 
Both West and Cain become pariahs and 
their experiments are denounced as 
insane by the dean. But the two keep at 
it, and one after the other the dean and 
his chief supporter, brain sur- 
geon Dr. Carl Hill (David 
Gale), happen to stumble on 
an experiment and end up as 
zombies. Hill actually gets 
decapitated and his head and 
body try to coordinate a rescue mission to 
revive him using West's research notes. 
In the explosive finale, Hill —rather, his 
severed head — gets to make love to the 
unconscious Meg, having lobotomized her 
father. There's a spectacular zombie 
revolt at the end survived only by Cain — 
and he faces the dilemma of his life pon- 


dering the lifeless body of Meg. 
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Despite the evolution of special effects 
(and its impact on the usual splatter 
films), this mad-scientist melodrama 
remains as explicitly gory 
and visually shocking today 
as it was a decade ago, 
when it was first released. 
But Stuart Gordon displays 
so much humor and intelli- 
gence, and so much techni- 
cal expertise that the movie 
soon transcends the goal of 
“outschlocking schlock” and 
becomes a meditation about 
the meaning of life and cre- 
ation. Yes, you get exposed brains and 
smashed torsos galore, but unlike most 
low-rent exploitation fare, you aren’t 
called upon to relish the gore so much as 
to appreciate its humorous take on the 
genre. It’s a ghoulish joke—funny as it 
is terrifying —and it manages to preserve 
the original spirit of H.P. Lovecraft, on 
several of whose stories it is based. 

Gordon founded and ran the Organic 
Theater in Chicago before he started 
making films, and you can sense his avant 
garde sensibility here, too. This is a film 
way ahead of its time and it's not for those 
who can't see beyond the gruesomeness — 
and into its soul. 

“When you go back and forth between 
laughter and terror," says Gordon, *when 
you don't know exactly how 
to relate to something, 
whether to scream or to 
laugh, you end up doing 
both." In his theater produc- 
tion of E.R., a stab-wound 
victim staggered onstage bleeding pro- 
fusely while an untrained doctor tried to 
get him to sit in a wheelchair. *The whole 
thing turned from a horror scene into slap- 
stick," recalls Gordon. “I like to use that 
in my films as well." 

But if this combined approach is to 
work, the director claims it must be 


enhanced by authenticity. “I visited a 








couple of morgues," he remembers, *and 
realized the way they're portrayed in 
movies is totally unrealistic. Dead people 
don't look right in the movies. 
Death is no less individual 
than life —each person looks 
different, depending on the 
way he died and how long 
he's been dead." 

His preoccupation with 
death has helped the director 
demystify it and somehow 
alleviate the fear most peo- 
ple have of facing it. *The 
scariest movie l've ever seen 
is Psycho,” he offers. “What’s wonderful 
about it is that it breaks all the rules. When 
you watch a movie and you realize that 
the filmmaker isn't going to play fair, you 
get really terrified." But while Hitchcock 
withholds the gore, Gordon doesn't shy 
away from it. Still, he says, “Pm beginning 
to come around to the idea of holding back, 
because I think it's scarier. In Re-Animator, 
if you show too much, it loses its impact. 
The audience's imagination is always going 
to be better than anything you could show 
them. It's the build-up that's everything — 
the anticipation. Actually, when the MPAA 
saw my movie From Beyond, they demand- 
ed that I cut parts of several scenes — 
instead of a long look at something it would 
be a glimpse — and they discovered that 
the movie became scarier!” 

This laserdisc is an amazingly good 
transfer from a new, 35mm low-contrast 
print struck from the original negative — 
the colors are realistic and the beauty of 
the darker scenes is never marred by 
their being over- or under-lit. This is the 
only version in existence that's true to 
the original film —the video and TV versions 
were cut by the initial distributor for rating 
purposes. This beautifully packaged deluxe 
edition also offers running commentary 
by Gordon, producer Brian Yuzna, and the 
cast, plus trailers and deleted scenes. 


But, again, it's not for the faint of heart. 
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Announcing The Greatest 
Speaker Sale On Earth. 


Our Lowest Prices Ever On Our Best-Selling Speakers. 


for “high end” systems. Reg. $399.99 pr. SALE: 
$319.99 pr. The smaller The Surround I is arguably 
the country’s best value in a dipole radiator speaker. 
Reg. $249.99 pr. SALE: $199.99 pr. 


Ensemble Ш. Ensemble Ш was designed to 
bring big sound into smaller rooms. It has two 
small, two-way satellites and a subwoofer cabinet 
that encloses a 

single 6 1/2" 
woofer. Ensemble 
11 maintains the 
smooth, natural 
tonal balance of 
our more 
expensive 
Systems, 
but 
without 
the same 
deep bass 


This is the biggest and best sale event in our 
history. Until November 12th, 1996, you can save 
$40 to $150 on our most popular speakers. 


Cambridge SoundWorks manufactures 
critically acclaimed speakers and music systems 
designed by Audio Hall of Fame member Henry 
Kloss (founder of AR, KLH and Advent). We sell 
them factory-direct, so you can save hundreds of 
dollars. Audio magazine says we may have "the 
best value in the world." During our sale, "the best 
value in the world" is even better. 













Reg, 5599” 
Sve $150 





extension. Stereo Review says it "sounds first rate 
in every respect.” Reg. $349.99 SALE: $299.99 
Model Six. Model Six is a two-way, acoustic 
suspension speaker system. It is a serious speaker 
for serious listeners, with natural, accurate 
sound, wide frequency range and high 





py | power handling. Stereo Review says it 
has “an ‘all there’ sound quality that 
belies its amazingly low price... 
Model Six is an exceptional value.” 
Reg. $129.99 ea SALE: $99.99 ea 


Center Channel Speakers. Get our lowest 
prices ever on our two best-selling speakers 


Ensemble". Ensemble is a dual-subwoofer/ 
satellite speaker system that competes with 
audiophile speakers selling for over $1,000 a pair. 
Yet its unique four-piece design literally disappears 
in your room. High Performance Review describes 
Ensemble by saying “...imaging is phenomenally 
sharp...the dynamics are stunning...some of the $ 
speakers I'm comparing it to cost $1900 to 
$2800." White or charcoal grey. Reg. $599.99. 
SALE: $449.99 





designed specifically for use as center channel 
speakers in home theater systems. Center Channel 
is identical to an Ensemble satellite (but with 
magnetic shielding) Reg. $159.99 SALE: $99.99 
Center Channel Plus uses an ultra-low, ultra-wide 
design that is ideal for placement above a TV 
monitor. Reg. $229.99 
SALE: $179.99 


Ensemble II. Ensemble Il is our best value 
high-performance speaker system. It uses the same 
satellites as Ensemble, but with a single subwoofer 
cabinet that holds two 6 '/2" woofers in an acoustic 
suspension enclosure. Stereo Review says 
“Ensemble II can be compared only with much 
larger speakers at substantially higher prices.” 
Available in white or charcoal grey. Reg. $499.99 
SALE: $379.99 





Surround Speakers. We make two “dipole 
radiator” surround speakers. Dolby Laboratories 
recommends dipole radiators. 7he Surround has 
high power handling capacity and is often selected 














Powered Subwoofers. Our Powered 
Subwoofer uses a heavy-duty acoustic suspension 
12" woofer with a 140-watt amp and electronic 
crossover. Stereo Review said it has “deep 
powerful bass...31.5 Hz bass output was 

obtainable at a room-shaking level." Reg. 
$699.99 SALE: $599.99 Our Slave 
Subwoofer connects to the Powered 
Subwoofer, doubling the bass output. It 
uses the same size woofer and cabinet 
J as the Powered Subwoofer. Reg. $299.99 
SALE: $229.99 Powered Subwoofer II uses a 
120-watt amp with an 8" woofer. Reg. $399.99 
SALE: $339.99 


Our speakers are available 
only directly from Cambridge 
SoundWorks, and through 
cost-efficient Best Buy stores* 


'Actual prices may vary by store. 


Don't Delay - Sale Prices Good 
Through November 12th, 1996. 


To Order, For a Free Catalog, Or ^s 
The Nearest Store Location, Call 


1-800-FOR-HIFI 


(1-800-367-4434) 
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SOUNDWORKS ¢ 


Critically Acclaimed. Factory-Direct. 


311 Needham Street, Suite 276, Newton, MA 02164 
Tel: 1-800-367-4434 Fax: 617-332-9229 
Canada: 1-800-525-4434 www.hifi.com 

Outside U.S. or Canada: 617-332-5936 
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Reversal of Fortune 


The victimizer and victim exchange 
roles in Luis Bunuel’s Tristana, 
starring the late Fernando Rey. 


by Dan Yakir 


Luis Bufiuel's Tristana (1970) is a master- 
fully told morality tale that decries politi- 
cal and sexual oppression as well as 
hypocrisy in 1920s Spain. It's the poignant 
story of Don Lope (Fernando Rey), an old 
aristocrat who takes home an orphan 
named Tristana (Catherine Deneuve) 

as a favor to her deceased mother who 


was one of his mistresses. Lope is an 












eccentric —he barely sur- 
vives on his inherited income 
but would rather die than 
work; he sees government 
and church as exploitive; 
he's an avid follower of 
“free love," and rejects mar- 
riage as a vile prison. But man's honor 
code says nothing of taking advantage 
of his young protégé, whom he alter- 
nately considers a daughter and a wife, 
and forbids her to even leave the house 
by herself. 

Tristana, aided by Lope's servant Sat- 
urna (Lola Gaos), sneaks out when he's 
away —first to breathe fresh air, later to 
cavort with a handsome painter (Franco 
Nero) whom she meets and falls for. Although 
she leaves town with her lover, she returns 
three years later gravely ill and Don Lope 
takes her in triumphantly. He doesn't even 


mind that she has one leg amputated — 
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perversely, he finds it erotic. 
But the new Tristana and her 
old master undergo a role 
reversal: The victim becomes 
victimizer and responds to the 
old man's growing tenderness 
toward her with all the harsh- 
ness she can muster. She 
agrees to marry him but denies 
him conjugal rights; when Don 
Lope becomes ill, she never 
calls a doctor, content to watch 
him die. Lope has been 
stripped of all his ideals —he 
marries in church, befriends silly priests 
who only crave his inheritance. Tristana's 
revenge fits well within the circular struc- 
ture of the movie: It veers between sex 
and death, leaving little place for love. 

This is a pretty straightforward fable, 
with few of Bunuel’s usual surrealistic 
touches, and the acting is uniformly 
excellent. Deneuve gives a restrained 
performance in which repression and 
hatred slowly build up to a 
horribly matter-of-fact 
climax. And then there's Fer- 
nando Rey, one of Spain's 
greatest actors, who acted 
all over the world and who 
died at age 76 in 1994. Rey 
is nothing less than miracu- 
lous in his performance as a 
sexually obsessed, hypocritical “liberal” 
aristocrat. A Buñuel favorite, Rey consid- 
ered Tristana the peak of his career — and 
his favorite role. 

“I made close to 200 films," recalled 
Rey, *and when you get a script that sur- 
prises you, it's a shock. What caught me 
off guard about Buñuel was his sense of 
the absurd, and at the same time he was 
so logical and strange and humorous. 

“1 don’t prepare a lot for a role —1 don't 
go to church when I have to play a cardinal 
or to the hospital when I play a doctor — Га 
rather watch the faces of people walking 


down the street. But I went to the studio 








for a day's work and Don Lope 
just came to me, took over 
without me feeling it. It was 
a huge surprise when we 
watched the dailies, especially 
for Bunuel. He said, ‘it’s fan- 
tastic, what are you doing?’ 
and I said I didn't know. 

"It's my most memorable 
film because Buñuel was sad 
when he made it —it was а kind 
of will. It was sad and tender, 
a parting statement, although 
it wasn't his last film. We were 
both old anarchists, surrealists, against 
society, against the law — and Lope himself 
was like that in the beginning. But when he 
becomes an old man, he becomes afraid of 
the civil guard, he marries in church —he 
becomes a kind of idiot. Buñuel himself said 
to me, ‘What I’m afraid of is that іп the end 
of my life Pll be an old man, an idiot.’ He 
never became that, but he worried about it. 

“We first met in 1952, in Cannes, where 
he had a film called EI: This Strange Pas- 
sion and I went to see the film knowing 
nothing about him. I didn't understand 
anything and I didn't like it, either. For me, 
Buñuel was just a weird person. I once went 
to his house in Mexico for lunch — І was 
shooting a film there — and he stopped 
some of the guests from telling dirty jokes 
because his 'babies' were there. The babies 
were his fully grown sons Rafael and Juan 
Luis. He was such a puritan! 

"He affected my life more as a person 
than as a director," concluded Rey. *He 
was my best friend, my god, my father, 
my brother. What a clever, funny, tender 
man he was!” 

Tristana is available for the first time 
on laserdisc in a perfect transfer from 
Voyager. It's presented in its original aspect 
ratio (1:66) with subtitles that capture the 
flavor of the original Spanish. The color 
quality is impeccable, preserving the 
brownish color scheme that gives the film 


much of its bleak edge. Not to be missed! 
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maybe it’s time for Home Theater. 





The quiet evenings at home don’t seem quite so special anymore? 

Wed like to suggest a little bit of home theater and the magazine that brings it all into view. 
Home Theater is the only place you'll find the equipment reviews, the technology trends, 
and the great assortment of movies and music that can turn a quiet evening at home 
into the Hollywood Bowl. Or a block party. Or anything in between. 

Stop putting your family to sleep with those tired old vaudeville tricks 
and get the magazine that will give you something better to do with those idle fingers. 
Like grabbing a fistful of popcorn and pushing the p/ay button. 


Subscribe to Home Theater for only $23.95, 
and save 50% off the cover price. 
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HOT STUFF 


Two If Ву Sea— Warner Bros. 
Roz (Sandra Bullock), a 
cashier, and Frank (Denis 
Leary), a petty thief, are 
having relationship problems. What 
complicates matters is that they’re 
also on the lam because Frank has 
just stolen a $4 million painting. 
J The two quarreling 
love birds lay low in 
a modest mansion 
in a tiny seaside 
village—the own- 
ers are away—and 
become acquainted 
with the next-door 
neighbor who just 
happens to collect paintings. 
What Frank and Roz don't realize 
is they've left a pretty obvious trail 
behind them and eventually a 
couple of FBI agents, one played 
against type by Yaphet Kotto, 
catch up to them. But not before 
the painting is stolen away from 
the couple and Frank makes the 
connection between the theft and 
a certain millionaire next door. 
Two If By Sea is a quaint little 
comedy that won't do 


WOOL ARGO) 


any good — or harm— — 7 
WLM 
to any of its stars’ Lo mms 


careers and will proba- 
bly be one of those 
films that you knew for 
certain wasn't up for 
any awards. Still, it's 
funny enough to be 
worth a rent for the evening. The 
film transfer, framed at 1:85:1, is 
excellent and the surround sound 
is aggressive. — Brian Rabey 
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Blue in the Face— image 
The pace of Wayne 
Wang's sequel to Smoke, 
Blue in the Face, tends to 
languish, much like a Sunday 
afternoon in summer. Picture a 
lawn chair, an icy lemonade, and 
nothing but time to kill. 

Picking up where Smoke left off, 
the film still focuses on the central 
character Auggie and the cigar 
shop he tends. Much like real life, 
the plot of Auggie's life isn't linear; 
personalities appear, linger, then 
fade into the background. There's 
a smattering of action here and 
there, but the rest is mostly 
an ode to the wonders of 
New York City. It's meant to 
be absorbed lazily. 

As a side note, the film is 
vacuum-packed with cameo 
appearances from Mira Sorvino 
(does she have some kind of con- 
tract to be in every film released 
from now on?), Roseanne, Lou 
Reed, and Michael J. Fox to 
name a few. 

The laserdisc, unfortunately, 
suffers from a couple of flaws. 
There’s an instance where the 
soundtrack 
volume drops a 
notch then 
comes back up. 
The picture over- 
all is a little soft 
and grainy, and 
the colors are 
not always uni- 
form, but it’s passable. 

When you put on this disc, 
remember that on a Sunday after- 
noon, you're not sitting around 
waiting for something to happen, 
you re just sitting around. 

— Christy Grosz 








Haden/Jones — 

Steal Away (Verve) 

Subtitled Spirituals, 
Hymns and Folk Songs, 
this tradition-steeped duet 
album should touch every jazz and 
blues listener. 

Hank Jones (b. 1918 and older 
brother of trumpeter Thad and 
drummer Elvin) is credited with 
founding the Detroit school of jazz 
piano (Tommy Flanagan, etc.). His 
economical and subtle inlay work 
makes him an ideal accompanist 
(for Ella Fitzgerald in the late 
'405, and many others). 
The last decades have 
thankfully brought 
increased solo oppor- 
tunities. Charlie Haden 
may have come to 
prominence as a Free Jazz bassist, 
but he obviously feels this music 
deeply. (He organized this session 
after hearing Jones's rendition of 
"It's Me, O Lord [Standin' in the 
Need of Prayer].”) 

The contents are precisely what 
one might have chosen, except for 
Haden's own "Spiritual" and the 
folk song "L'Amour de Moy" (in 
deference to the Montreal record- 
ing venue?). Picking favorites is 
invidious— taste and conviction 
shine from every bar— but the 
closing hymn medley, “Abide With 
Me" to "Amazing Grace,” caps a 
performance of generous impulse 
and moving affirmation. In any 
event, this would have been a 
record of indispensable source 
materials; Jones and Haden offer 
a prime experience. Authoritative 
notes and appealingly warm 
sound.— Walt Mundkowsky 
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It takes brains to make a home 
automation and security system as 
advanced as ours. Specifically, the 
brains of our proprietary electronic 
neuro-technology, which enables 
Corteq to control it all. 

With UL-Certified Corteq, you 
can automatically schedule, manage, 
and control your entire home. You 
can keep room temperatures at their 
ideal settings and have your lights 
turned on and off anytime. You can 
have your lawn automatically 
watered or even get dinner started 
before you leave work. 


Yet Corteq is more than a 
sophisticated home automation 
system, it's also a reliable, vigilant 
security system. Interacting with 
you through voice messages, Corteq 
filters out false alarms and reports 
actual intrusions immediately to a 
central monitoring station and to 
three other locations you request, 


including your pager. 


Controllable from Any Phone. 
Unlike other home automation 
systems that offer limited capabilities 
and require complicated numeric 
keypads and codes, Corteq lets you 
control home appliances and sys- 
tems quickly and easily through 
your home phone, or remotely trom 
any touch-tone or cellular phone. 


Corteq Pays for Itself. 

You'll be amazed that such a 
full-featured home automation and 
security system can be priced so 
affordably. And since Corteq helps 
you manage your utility usage, you 
can substantially reduce your heat- 
ing, electricity, and other utility 
bills. So much so that Corteq will 


pay for itself. 


For a system with the brains 
to control your entire home, call 
1-800-405-6066 to reach the dis- 
tributor nearest you. Internet: 
http://www.corteq.com 
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HOT STUFF 


Diabolique —Warner Bros. 
Although non-fatal head 
impalements always add 





a touch of class to a film, 
Chazz Palminteri's rake-to-the- 
head experience at the end of 
Diabolique just wasn't enough to 
keep things moving. In the film, 
Palminteri plays 
a headmaster at 
a boys' school 
who carries him- 
self more like the 
Godfather than a 
principal. His 
cowering wife 





with a heart con- 
dition, Isabel Adjani, and his 
trampy mistress with a horrible 
wardrobe, Sharon Stone, plot to 
kill him just because he's so darn 
mean. (Seems reasonable enough; 
he gives me the heebie-jeebies.) 
But when his body disappears 
from whence they dumped it, they 
begin to think he's not so dead. 
Somewhere along the line, Kathy 
Bates shows up as a detective with 
male-pattern baldness and one 
breast. (They never really explain 
why she has to have one breast; 
I'm just giving the facts here.) 
Turns out Chazz and Sharon 
planned the murder to freak out 
Isabel, hoping she'd have a heart 
attack. Then Sharon has second 
thoughts when Isabel really does 
start gasping for air, so the women 
have to kill him for real. Kevin 
Spacey, I mean Kathy Bates, wit- 
nesses the murder and punches 
Isabel in the face so she can claim 
self-defense. 

There, now you don't have to 
sit through it like I did. 
— Christy Grosz 
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Russian String Quartet 
(Collins Classics) 

The Duke Quartet is a 
young U.K. ensemble best 
known for its work on the 
recent Pretenders album 77e Isle 
of View (ably covered by Rebecca 
Kraus in the March '96 НТ). Its 
latest CD blazes no trails, but play- 
ing this keen-edged and poised is 
always welcome. 

The often-encountered 8th 
Quartet of Shostakovich (1960) 
can still cut to the bone. Its bare, 
emaciated textures and autobio- 
graphical references bespeak a 
private tragedy. Alfred Schnittke's 
Quartet No. 2 (1980) laments the 
auto-accident death of talented 
film director Larissa Shepitko in 
even more agonizing terms. The 
waves of percussive string sonori- 
ties form a sustained cry of rage, 
with no sense of consolation or 
closure. (His insertion of ancient 
Russian Orthodox chant brings 
stillness, but not peace.) Next to 
these emotional powerhouses, 
Tchaikovsky’s Op. 11 Quartet 
happily seems a puff pastry. 

One hardly lacks alternatives 
for the Shostakovich. The swagger 
of the ad hoc Lockenhaus perfor- 
mance of the Schnittke remains 
singular, but the Duke might 
[cmm sem | Offer a more 
Š revealing 
view of the 
score itself. 
The group 
stops at the 
water’s edge in the Tchaikovsky, 
declining to wallow in the famous 
Andante. Lucid studio sound, a bit 
dry, suits these interpretations. 
— Walt Mundkowsky 








Hume — The Spirit of 
Gambo (Glossa) 

Captain Tobias Hume 
(1569-1645) was one of 
the most colorful charac- 
ters of Shakespeare’s day. A mer- 
cenary officer who fought in 
Sweden and Russia, he published 
two extensive collections (1605, 
solo pieces; 1607, consort music 
and songs) that highlight his 
chosen instrument, the viol. (Their 
blunt prefaces are a hoot—” To 
prayse Musicke, were to say, the 
Sunne is bright.”) His various 
schemes for advancement never 
bore fruit, 
and he 
died broke 
and possi- 
bly delu- 
sional. 

Hume was untutored, so his 
music lacks the decorative counter- 
point of contemporary lute works. 
But he was remarkably perceptive 
about the strengths of his fiddle. 
Even the ambitious items 
(“Captaine Humes Pavan”) main- 
tain interest, through varied bow- 
ing and piquant harmonies. The 
more intimate entries (“Deth,” 
“Life,” “Loves Pastime”) tap that 
unique Elizabethan strain of 
sweet sadness. 

Jordi Savall has pretty much 
cornered the Hume market, but 
this new Glossa title (a Spanish 
label unknown to me) is a superb 
alternative. Paolo Pandolfo—a 
rising period-instrument star — 
understands the style, and enjoys 
the advantage of selecting from 
both volumes (Savall’s two CDs 
stick with one or the other). 
From the beautifully designed 
booklet to the sumptuous sound, 
this is a deluxe product. 

— Walt Mundkowsky 
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They're on display in the 
Design Museum in London. 
They've won a Design of The 
Year Award in Tokyo. And 
they ve quickly become one 


of the decade's best selling 





small loudspeakers. а Why I Mii i 
are Solid speakers so wildly successful? Simply because 
they produce superb, high quality sound that one 

would expect only from speakers many times their 

size and price. m The reason? They're acoustically 
engineered by world-renowned 
B&W Loudspeakers. The 

same people who created the 
legendary B&W Matrix 801 — 
the speaker used for 


nearly eighty percent of all 





classical recordings. m The 
Solid HCM |, for example, handles up to 150 watts of 
power. So you can crank up the volume with minimum 
distortion. Plus it's magnetically shielded, making it 
equally suitable for music or movies. m Start with 

a single pair. Then build 

a complete home theater 
system including a PowerBass 
subwoofer to capture the 
earth-shaking realism of heroic 
adventure films like Jurassic 


Park. m Call 1.800.370.3742 





for the name of the Solid dealer nearest you. And find 


out how to get big sound without spending big money. 


— umm | ERN | oe 


They play big. 





Rock Solid Sounds 

of America 

54 Concord Street 

North Reading, MA 01864-2699 
1.800.370.3742 TEL 
1.508.664.4109 FAX 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 104 | DEALER LOCATOR CODE RSS 








Cinema Obscura 


This month’s whimsical period pieces view history not 
(like Joyce’s Stephen Dedalus) as a nightmare to be escaped, 
but as a series of inexplicable marvels. 


by Walt Mundkowsky 





From left: Luke 
Askew, Cliff Robert- 
son, and R.G. Arm- 
strong in The Great 
Northfield Minnesota 
Raid (above right). 
Robert Duvall as 
Jesse James (above 


and right). 


The Great Northfield 
Minnesota Raid 
Directed by Philip Kaufman 
The Great Northfield Minnesota 
Raid (1972) is an odd and affecting 
little Western that picks through 
the wreckage left by Bonnie and 
Clyde (1967), The Wild Bunch 
(1969), and McCabe and Mrs. 
Miller (1971). Filled with craggy 
characters and off-course inci- 
dents, its peculiarities still surprise 
and delight. 

Covering the second half of 
1876, the movie chronicles the 
final sortie of the James-Younger 


gang. (“In all the 
world,” the breath- 
less narrator 


boasts, “they were 
the greatest out- 
laws.”) The group’s 
kingpins have little in common. 
Jesse James is a wild-eyed Yankee- 
hating mystic, while Cole Younger 
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offers a more detached mindset— 
and a fascination with the coming 
revolution, “machines run by 
steam and oil and electric.” After a 
proposed amnesty collapses, the 
boys set on robbing “the biggest 
bank west of the Mississippi,” in 
Northfield, Minnesota. The 
Younger contingent (traveling by 
train) arrives first, and Cole insinu- 
ates himself on the local scene, 
hatching a scheme with the cor- 
rupt bank manager to increase 
deposits. The robbery is a com- 
plete bust. Jesse slinks away 
cravenly (disguised as an old 
woman) with his brother Frank; 
the others are killed or captured. 
But even in defeat the unexpected 
occurs. As Cole habitually exclaims, 
“Ain’t that a wonderment!” 
During a visit to the whore- 
house, Cole explains his tag line: 
“A wonderment’s a thing of 
wonder, something to behold, 
something rare and good—could 
be a beautiful picture or a pretty 
song or a feeling.” Random deci- 
sions here take on fateful conse- 
quences. Jesse saves an old lady’s 
home by paying her mortgage; he 
> will later kill her 
for her clothes. 
The ingenious 
front sight Cole 
attaches to the 
rifle of a fumbling 
stranger will result in the death of 
an outlaw friend. And most baf- 
fling of all: While en route to hold 
up the bank, Cole stops to insert a 
hand-carved piece into an inopera- 


tive calliope that intrigues him. 
Thus repaired, the device will alert 
the town to the crime in progress. 
The ricocheting plot is joined to 
a hilarious debunking spirit. One 
first sees Jesse and Frank James 
in an outhouse, employing wanted 
posters as toilet paper. The 
defenders of order fare no better; 





Detective Pinkerton is a clumsy 


clown. The satiric high point is a 
primitive baseball game where the 
escalating illegality echoes that of 
the football contest in M*A*S*H. 
"It's our national sport,” a Min- 
nesotan points out. Cole corrects 
him: “Our national sport, gentle- 
men, is shooting, and always 
will be.” 

Writer-director Philip Kauf- 
man’s execution might lack refine- 
ment, but one searches in vain 
among his later projects for the 
same raucous energy. The tacky 
brownish colors practically stink; 
so does Dave Grusin’s tarnished 
folk-instrument score. It keeps 
finding cheap but effective solu- 
tions—like the growling solo 
spinet that accompanies the start 
of the bank heist. 

The leads hold this haphazard 
structure together, Cliff Robertson 
nails Cole’s scientific interests, 
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e. All of the above 


At Atlantic Technology we had only one goal in mind when we designed our System 350 THX. 
To create a no compromise THX speaker system that we'd want to own ourselves. That meant 
it had to meet some very tough requirements. 

ЧАСОПИСУ The System 350 THX had to sound just as good when reproducing music as 


it did when playing a motion picture. Thats why we created the worlds first 3-way THX 
speaker system. 


SLURS Fach speaker had to fit into virtually any living space. So we used a narrow 
tower design for the front and surround speakers. This provided for the smallest footprint 
possible. 


ERENI Unlike most THX center channel speakers, we wanted ours to lie horizontally. 
And it had to have a tiltable base for added flexibility. 


КИШИ ШДУД Compared to other THX speaker systems, it had to be affordable. So we made 
the whole system available for under $4000. Inclu ding a pair of 200 watt subwoofers. 


Did we meet our goal? Ask your local Atlantic Technology dealer for a demonstration today. 
We think you'll agree that the System 350 THX is one of the finest home theater systems you 1 
ever hear. It will “...rock your world on movies and music, with no apologies and tew rivals.” 
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THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm, Ltd. Dolby Digital AC-3 is a trademark of Dolby Гаро 
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LUCASFILM 


THX 


a. Dolby Digital 
AC-5 ready 

b. one of the 
finest home 
theater speaker 


systems 
c. one of the 


finest audiophile 


speaker systems 
d. aftordable 


“A THX system that looks 
good in a living room 
and sounds great with 

any program material?” 


Who wouldn't want it?”* 


*Home Theater Technology, 
October 1995 
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Dorotha Segda as 


the seductive Dora 


in My Twentieth 


Century. 
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while Robert Duvall’s phenomenally 
twitchy Jesse James is both alarm- 
ing and riotous. Luke Askew has a 
ball with Jim Younger, his upper 
lip shot away, 
and Peckinpah 
fixture К.С. 
Armstrong and 
Matt Clark 

(as Bob, 

“the youngest 
Younger’) 

also stand out. 
(I should note 
that Walter Hill 
retold this story, 
in more conven- 
tional fashion, 
in The Long 
Riders |1980].) 


My Twentieth Century 
Directed by Ildikó Enyedi 

Cole Younger’s description of a 
wonderment would appeal to Hun- 
garian director Ildikó Enyedi. My 
Twentieth Century (1989), her 
debut feature, exhibits a similarly 
eccentric and personal under- 
standing of key events. 

1880. 
Thomas Alva Edison presents a 


Menlo Park, New Jersey 





nighttime outdoor demonstration 
of the electric light’s potential. On 
that same evening in Budapest, a 
woman gives birth to twins, Lili 
and Dora. After being separated as 
children, the girls wind up on the 
same Orient Express train for the 
final night of 1899. In first class is 
Dora, now an elegant and available 
free spirit. Riding unnoticed in 


coach, Lili is a stern anarchist con- 


spirator who escorts carrier 
pigeons for the cause. Each of them 
in turn seduces a lonely, serious- 
minded bachelor who doesn't real- 
ize that they are different people. 
Enyedi brings everyone together 
near the end in a hall of mirrors— 
plus a donkey. The film closes 
with a gorgeous and stately track- 
ing shot down a tree-lined water- 
way. One is headed...where? 
Enyedi works to preserve the 
jaunty, fanciful air of a fable, but 
her subtexts aren't trivial. Dora's 
conniving, larcenous, sexually 
adventurous ways might actually 
be more subversive of the status 
quo than those of her radical 
sister. Lili displays admirable 
enterprise when showing litera- 
ture to factory workers, but her 
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bomb-throwing exploit shrivels 
when she comes face to face with 
the intended target. The sexual 
encounters are arresting, primarily 
because they аге paced in а 
manner that precludes simple 
comedy. The man spies Lili in a 
library and seizes the initiative 
(whatever happens is perfunctory). 
He meets Dora on a cruise ship 
and takes her for Lili (suddenly 
eager and athletic). Later he bumps 
into Lili—literally—and brings her 
to his dingy flat (she’s skittish at 
best). His puzzlement appears 
more cosmic than momentary. 
The movie's free-association 
method can encompass all sorts of 
material. (An exception is the 
longwinded misogynist’s lecture 
Lili attends.) Enyedi makes fre- 


quent and telling use of animals, 
perhaps because they fit right into 
her distinctive mode—simultane- 
ously poignant and silly. The sole 
attendant at the birth of the twins 
is acat. A dog prepared for a 
research venture escapes from the 
lab to investigate the world. At the 
zoo, Lili and her suitor are inter- 
rupted by a caged chimp’s tale 
about the pitfalls of curiosity. A 
carrier pigeon drops in on Edison’s 
announcement of a worldwide tele- 
graph system. The bachelor’s 
readings from a zoology text (The 
Law of Mutual Assistance in 
Nature) are every bit as applicable 
to the world of humans. 

Among that era’s most far- 
reaching inventions is the cinema 
itself. Tibor Mate’s splendid cam- 
erawork imitates the plush blacks, 
silvery whites, Academy screen 


ratio, and iris-out/iris-in transi- 
tions of long ago. The direction: 
contains glancing allusions to 
D.W. Griffith, Renoir, Welles, and 
numerous others, as well as more 
general bows regarding shot 
selection and changes of setting. 


Anything Enyedi borrows, however, 


receives a dark or playful tweak. 
Dorotha Segda, a diminutive 
blonde, is equally attuned to the 
sparkling Dora and the resolute 
Lili. Oleg Jankowski greets a 


Tesla experiment and an 


aggravating female with the same 
hooded expression. And Peter 
Andorai brings a specifically Hun- 
garian (and very funny) melan- 
choly to Edison. 
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goal: the faithful reproduction of the original performance. Whether it be a concert or 
studio performance, a blockbuster film or a music video, the goal remains unchanged: to reproduce exactly what the artist or director intended. 
This philosophy is present in the full range of Denon Home Theater components, like the cost-no-object AVP-8000 Tuner/Preamp Processor, 
the new audiophile Dolby Digital (AC-3) A/V Receivers and the highly affordable Dolby Pro Logic A/V Receivers. 
Because at Denon, we remain faithful to the artist and to every one of our customers. 


For 87 years, Denon has pursued one—and only one— 


The First Name in Digital Home Theater 
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Enjoy Mozart in the Garden 
The Rolling Stones by the Pool 
Jurassic Park in the Home Theater 
and Whitney Houston in the Hot Tub 


E 
— 





Call Stereostone™ today 
for the dealer nearest you. 
Participating dealers are offering big 
savings on all Stereostone products, 
INSTALLED! 
1-800-350-STONE 


эптїї 


“LOOKS AND SOUNDS NATURAL” 





_ | Who cun ever have Шош that high- fidelity sound mould nm SO coed? 





IM 


Stereostone" knows that you want to enjoy high-fidelity sound 
everywhere, but you don't want to see the loudspeakers. That's 
why Stereostone has applied unique Soundstealth" Technology to 
give you speakers that look every bit as good as they sound. 

Stereostone has developed natural looking rocks and foun- 
tains designed to function as loudspeakers and low-voltage 
halogen rock lights. They are completely weatherproof and may 
be used outdoors or indoors in virtually — 
any environment. Enjoy the same natur- 
al sound and design as the many large 
theme parks, hotels, resorts, restaurants 
and home theaters around the world 
that have installed Stereostone as their 
premiere Sound & Light system. 





Stereostone Inc. 7427 Varna Ave. North Hollywood, Са 91605 


Tel. 800/350-STONE Fax 714/964-7776 
Distributed in Canada, Aralex Acoustics Ltd. 604-873-4475 
Distributed in Mexico, Sistemas Maxson 525-669-4999 
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Before you run out to buy some new, exciting 


product you’ve seen featured within the 


pages of HT, find a quality dealer near you in 


our Dealer Locator. The members of our list 


have been recommended to us by three or 


more manufacturers, so you'll be sure to have 


a great buying experience. The three-letter 


codes to the right can also be found under 


each dealer’s name, denoting which product 


lines they carry. 


Dealer 


Locator 





And if you don't enjoy your experience at 


any of the following dealers, we want to be 


the first to know! This list is designed to serve 


you, so tell us if there's something we can 


do to improve it. 


Acoustic Research 

AMX 

Angstrom 

Arcici Inc. 

Atlantic Technology 

Audio Alchemy 

Audio Control 

Audio Design Associates 
Audioease 

AudioQuest 

A.V Architecture 

Bang & Olufsen of America, Inc. 
Bose 

Bryston 

B&W Loudspeakers of America 
Carver Corp. 

Cerwin Vega 

Channel Plus 

Citation 

Corteq 

Counterpoint 

Crestron 

Da-Lite 

DCM Loudspeakers 
Definitive Technology 
Denon Electronics 

Diamond Case Design 
DishN7etwork 

Dwin Electronics 

Energy 

Extron Electronics 

Faroudja 

Hales Design Group 

Harman Kardon 

Hitachi 

Image Entertainment 
Infinity Corp. 

Jamo 

JBL 

JVC 

Kenwood 

Kinergetics Research 
Klipsch 

Krell 

Lovan 

Madrigal Audio Laboratories 
Magnavox/Philips Consumer Electronics 
Marantz 

Martin-Logan 

MB Quart 

Mcintosh Laboratory Inc. 
Meridian America 

Miller & Kreisel Sound Corp. 
Mirage 

Mitsubishi Electronics - 
Monster Cable Products Inc. 
MTX 

New England Audio Research 
Niles Audio Corp., Inc. 

Now Hear This, Inc. 

Onkyo USA Corp. 

Panasonic 

Panamax, Inc. 

Paradigm 

Paramount Pictures, HTP In'tl. 
Phase Technology 

Philips Consumer Electronics 
Pioneer Electronics 

Pioneer Electronics Technology 
Pioneer LDCA 

Polk Audio Inc. 
ProScan/Thomson Consumer Electronics 
Radia 

Rane Corporation 
RCA/Thomson Consumer Electronics 
RF-Link Technology, Inc. 
Rock Solid Sounds 

Runco 

Samsung Corp. 

Sharp Electronics Corp. 
Sherwood 

Sonance 

Sony Corp. of America 
Soundolier/Atlas Soundolier 
Soundstream Technologies 
Stewart Filmscreen 
Stereostone 

Studio Tech 

Sunfire Corp. 

Synergistic Research 

Tara Labs 

Theta 

Thiel Loudspeakers 

Toshiba 

Triad 

Velodyne Acoustics, Inc. 
Vidikron 

Wire World 

XLO Electric Co. 

Yamaha 

Zenith Electronics Corp. 
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ALABAMA 


Audio Video Specialist 


111 Broadway 

Birmingham, AL 35209 

(205) 871-2219 

ATL, AUD, CAR, CRE, DWI, ESO, 
JAM, MLN, MER, NEA, NIL, PAX, 

PIO, PLD, PSB, RAN, SHA, SHF, 

SNY, SON, SOS, STE, YAM 


Carmichael Electronics 
192 S. Foster Street 

Dothan, AL 36301 

(334) 793-7066 


te 


т 


ПОЛН) 


BOS, DAL, INF, AR, NIL, ОМК, PHI, | 


RCA, SON, VID 


Custom Audio Creations 
2750 Mauvilla Dr. 

Mobile, AL 36606 

(334) 479-8361 

AUD, B&W, MAR, M&K, NIL, ОМК, 
PDM, RSS, STE, TOS 


Cohen’s Electronics 

2515 Eastern Bypass 
Montgomery, AL 36117 

(334) 277-8890 

CHP, DEF, M&K, MSU, OMN, PDM, 
POL, SHA, SON, SNY, YAM 


ALASKA 


Pyramid Audio 

2440 Seward Hwy. #C 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

(907) 272-9111 

ATL, ACT, AUD, BOS, CAR, DEF, 
INF, KEN, MAR, MCI, MBQ, MON, 
MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, PDM, 
SHA, SON, SNY, STU, TOS, VEL 


Shimek's Audio 

530 E. Benson 

Anchorage, AK 99503 

(907) 276-2525 

ANG, B&W, DEN, JVC, KLI, M&K, 
MSU, NIL, YAM 


ARIZONA 


Hi Fi Sales 

810 West Main 

Mesa, AZ 85201 

(602) 969-1338 

AAL, ACT, CHP, DWI, INF, KIM, 
M&K, MSU, MON, NIL, OMN, ONK, 
PDM, PIO, POL, RSS, RUN, SNY, 
STE, THI, YAM 


BMW Satellite 

12602 N. Black Cyn. Hwy. 
Phoenix, AZ 85029 

(602) 996-7928 

ADA, AMX, AUD, BOS, CRE, DCD, 
FAR, HAR, HIT, INF, OMN, PAX, 
PIO, RCA, SAM, SHA, SHF, SND, 
SNY, STE, TOS, XLO 


Buzz Jensen’s 

Sound Advice 

2230 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

(602) 955-8800 

AAL, ATL, B&O, B&W, BRY, DEN, 
HIT, JVC, KLI, MLN, MSU, OMN, PHI, 
PIO, PAX, PRS, RCA, RFL, RSS, 
RUN, SHA, SON, STS, VEL, YAM 


Jerry's Audio Video 

600 E. Camelback Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 

(602) 263-9410 

BOS, DEF, LOV, MCI, MBQ, MON, 
MSU, OMN, PAN, PHA, PHI, PIO, 
PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SND, VID, 
YAM 


Sounds Like Music 
2734 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 1306 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 

(602) 993-3351 


AUD, ARE, ENE, MAD, MAR, MER, 
MIR, OMN, RSS, SHA, TAR, THI, VID 
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Esoteric Audio 

4120 N. Marshall Way, Ste. 1 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

(602) 946-8128 

DAL, KIM, KIN, LOV, MAX, NEA, 
NIL, ONK, RUN, VAN, WWR, XLO 


Southwest Audio/Video 
23425 North Scottsdale Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

(602) 502-5982 

AVA, CAR, CHP, ENE, HIT, JAM, 
KEN, MAR, MER, PAX, PET, PIO, 
PRS, RFL, RUN, STS, TOS 


Incredible Universe 

2300 W. Baseline Rd. 

Tempe, AZ 85283 

(602) 431-5800 

ATL, BOS, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, 
JVC, KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, 
PIO, PLD, PPC, PRS, RFL, RCA, 
SHA, SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Jerry’s Audio Video 

201 S. Wilmot 

Tucson, AZ 85711 

(602) 747-7267 

BOS, DEF, LOV, MCI, MBQ, MON, 
MSU, OMN, PAN, PHA, PHI, PIO, 
RCA, SHA, SNY, SND, YAM 


ARKANSAS 


Custom Audio & Video 
10014 Rodney Parham Rd. 

Little Rock, AR 72227 

(501) 227-9077 

ACT, AUD, B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MSU, OMN, PAX, 
PHA, PDM, SHA, SHF, STE, VID, 
YAM 


N. CALIFORNIA 


Future Sound 

851 California Dr. 

Burlingame, CA 94010 

(415) 342-1476 

ATL, BOS, B&W, DAL, DWI, HIT, 
JAM, KRE, LOV, MON, NIL, OMN, 
ONK, PHI, PIO, PLD, RAN, RUN, 
SHA, SON, SNY, TER. TOS, VEL, 
XLO 


Golden Pacific Systems 
2350 S. Bascom Ave. 
Campbell, CA 95008 

(408) 371-9177 

CRE, DAL, HAR, INF, MSU, MON, 
NIL, PHI, PIO, SHA, SON, SOS, STE 


David Vincent Design 
26384 Carmel Rancho Lane 
Carmel, CA 93923 

(408) 626-1865 

ATL, CHP, CRE, JAM, M&K, MLN, 
NIL, PAX, SHA, STE, SNY, VID, XLO 


Integrated System 
Designs 

21580 Stevens Creek Blvd., 
Ste. 108 

Cupertino, CA 95014 

(408) 973-8789 

ANG, AUD, B&W, CRE, EXT, HVC, 
MON, NEA, NHT, PIO, SON, SOS, 
STE, TRI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Sound Advice 

303 5th St. 

Eureka, CA 95501 

(707) 442-4462 

AAL, ACT, CPT, DCD, DEN, INF, 
JVC, KEN, КИ, MON, MSU, NEA, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PDM, PHI, RFL, RUN, 
SHF, SHR, STE, STU, TAR, XLO 
The A/V Room 

710-F Mowry Ave. 

Fremont, CA 94536 

(510) 713-1241 

AVA, ACT, ACR, B&W, CAR, HIT, 
MON, NEA, NIL, OMN, PIO, RCA, 
RSS, SHA, SSI, SOS, VEL 





Home Theater/October 1996 


Accurate Audio Video 
2152 Lake Tahoe Blvd. 

S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(916) 541-1666 

ACT, BOS, BRY, CAT, CRE, DAL, 
DCD, DEF, DEN, FAR, KLI, MBO, 
MCI, MSU, MON, NIL, OMN, PAN, 
PAX, RAN, RCA. SHA, SON, SNY, 
STE, STS, TRI, VID 


Access to Music 

2207 Larkspur Landing Cir. 
Larkspur, CA 94939 

(415) 461-1568 

AUD, B&W, DEF, MAD, MSU, MON, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PLD, RSS, 
STS, VEL 


Sound Planning 

208 Vintage Way 

Novato, CA 94945 

(415) 898-0255 

ATL, CAR, CHP, JBL, MAR, MCI, 
MIR, MSU, ONK, PAX, PIO, STE, 
STS, VID 


Pro Home Systems 

383 40th St. 

Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-4300 

ACT, AUD, B&W, CRE, ENE, KLI, 
MAD, MAR, MON, NIL, OMN, ONK, 
PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, RSS, SHA, 
SON, SOS, STE, SUN, TRI, VEL, 
VID, WWR 


Audible Difference 

805 El Camino Real 

Palo Alto, CA 94301 

(415) 328-1081 

AUD, B&W, BRY, ESO, JBL, MIR, 
MON, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, 
RAN, SHF, SNY, SON, STE, SUN, 
VAN 


Integrated System 
Designs 

4465 Granite Drive 

Rocklin, CA 95677 

(916) 624-7658 

ANG, AUD, B&W, CRE, EXT, HVC, 
MON, NEA, NHT, PIO, SON, SOS, 
STE, TRI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Incredible Universe 
4100 Northgate Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

(916) 567-4800 

ATL, „САЯ, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RFL, RCA, SHA, 
SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Paradyme Audio/Video 
1732 Fulton Ave. 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 481-3900 

AUD, DEF, DWI, HAL, LOV, MAR, 


MLN, MER, MON, PAN, PDM, PAX, 


PDM, PIO, PLD, SON, SNY, SOS, 
SPI, STE, SUN, VEL, VID, YAM 


Hermary's Audio 

Video Design 

386 El Camino Real 

San Carlos, CA 94070 

(415) 592-9480 

AVA, AMX, ACT, CRE, CAR, DWI, 
HAR, HIT, IMA, JAM, JVC, KIM, 
MAR, MCI, NIL, NHT, OMN, РОМ, 
PET, PIO, PRS, RCA,, RUN, SHA, 
SON, SND, SOS, STE, TOS, TRI, 
VEL, VID, XLO 


Audio Excellence 

528 Washington 

San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 433-1335 

AMX, ATL, BRY, CHP, DAL, DEN, 
KIN, MLN, OMN, PAX, PET, PIO, 
RUN, SON, SOS, THE, THI, VEL, 
WWR 


Harmony Audio Video 
333 West Porttal Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94127 
(415) 661-2525 


AUD, B&W, DEN, M&K, MON, PAX, 


PAN, RSS, VID, YAM 


Performance Audio 

2847 California St. 

San Francisco, CA 94115 
(415) 441-6470 

ATL, AUD, B&W, CHP, DEF, DEN, 
HAL, JAM, M&K, MON, MSU, NHT, 
NIL, OMN, PAN, PDM, PAX, PIO, 
RSS, SHA, SON, SNY, SPI, STE, 
VAN, VID, YAM 


San Francisco 

Stereo Plus 

2201 Market St. 

San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 861-1044 

AAL, B&W, DAL, ESO, KIN, KRE, 
MAR, MER, MIR, MSU, NIL, PHA, 
SHF, STE, STS, SUN, TAR, VEL, 
VID, XLO 


Bay Area Audio 

1362 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Rd. 

San Jose, CA 95129 

(408) 255-0735 

AUD, B&W, DEF, DWI, HAR, KIM, 
LOV, MLN, MON, MSU, NIL, OMN, 
PIO, RSS, RUN, SON, STE, SUN, 
THE, THI, VEL, WWR 

Century Stereo 

620 S. Bascom Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95128 

(408) 998-7474 

ACT, B&W, CAR, MAR, MCI, OMN, 
PAX, PDM, PHA, PHI, SHA, SHF, 

SND, STE, SUN, TER 


Water Street Stereo 

726 Water St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

(408) 427-1604 

ACT, AUD, DEN, INF, JVC, KIM, 
KLI, MON, MSU, OMN, PDM, SHA, 
SNY, YAM 


Catania Sound 

589 Mendocino Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

(707) 526-7555 

AUD, B&W, MCI, MIR, MON, NIL, 
OMN, SNY, SUN, VEL, VID, XLO 


Hometech 

2450F Bluebell Dr 

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

(707) 542-1510 

AMX, CHP, DAL, DWI, EXT, HAR, 
HIT, JBL, KEN, MON, NEA, NHT, 
OMN, PAX, PIO, POL, RAN, SON, 
STE, TOS 

Soundscape 

314 Mendocino Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

(707) 578-HIFI 

AAL, ACR, ACT, B&O, CAR, CHP, 
DEN, ENE, GRA, KIM, LOV, MSU, 
MON, NIL, ONK, SHE, TAR, VAN, 
XLO 

Laser Connection 

245-C Mt. Herman Rd. 

Scotts Valley, CA 95066 

(408) 438-5112 

ATL, AAL, DAL, INF, KEN, LOV, 
M&K, MON, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, 
PAN, PIO, SHA, SON, STU 
Audio/Video Interiors 
Unlimited 

13759-A2 Mono Way 

Sonora, CA 95370 

(209) 536-1500 

HIT, INF, KEN, MAR, MON, MTX, 
NIL, ONK,PET, PIO, RFL, SAM, 
SHA, SON, SSI, ZEN 





Stereo Unlimited 
1545 Locust St. 

Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(510) 932-5835 


ANG, AUD, CWD, MAR, MLN, NEA, | 


OMN, PIO, PLD, RSS, SUN, XLO 
S. CALIFORNIA 


Multi-Television 
Services, Inc. 


5120 E. La Palma Ave., Ste.102 || 


Anaheim Hills, CA 92807 
(714) 693-0755 

AMX, CRE, DAL, DCD, HIT, JVC, 
MAX, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, OMN, 


РАХ, PHI, PIO, PLD, RCA, RUN, SHR, | | 


SON, STE, STS, TOS, VEL, YAM 


Ambrosia Audio 

2337 Roscomare Dr., Ste.6-8 
Bel Air, CA 90077 

(310) 440-5522 

ANG, AAL, MER, NHT, PIO, SUN, 
STE, TAR, VID 

Superco Home Theater 
18714 S. Gridley Rd. 

Cerritos, CA 

(310) 653-9999 


ї 
Шй 


B&W, IMA, JAM, JBL, КЕМ, MCI, MIR, 


MON, NHT, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
RSS, SHA, SNY, TOS, VID, YAM 


Pacific Coast Audio Video 
2816 E. Coast Hwy. 

Corona del Mar, CA 92625 
(714) 640-5093 

B&O, BRY, DEF, M&K, MSU, NHT, 
NIL, PIO, SON, STS, YAM 


The Specialists Group 
2915 Redhill Ave. A-107 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

(714) 432-8535 

AMX, AUD, BRY, CAR, CHP, CIT, 
DAL, DEN, HAL, HAR, JAM, JBL, 
KIN, MON, NIL, NHT, SOS, STE, 
STS, TRI, VEL, VID 


Audio Video City 

10814 Jefferson Blvd. 

Culver City, CA 90230 

(310) 838-8889 

ACR, AUD, B&W, DAL, DEN, HAR, 
HIT, INF, KEN, MON, NHT, NIL, 
PAX, PIO, PET, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, STU, VEL 


Genesis Audio 

23684 El Toro Rd., Ste. I-L 

El Toro, CA 92630 

(714) 830-5000 

AUD, CRE, DAL, KIM, MAD, MAR, 
MCI, MSU, NIL, PDM, PHA, PIO, 
PLD, RSS, RUN, SHA, SON, STE, 
VAN, VEL 


Crane's Home Theater 
Design 

15960 Ventura Blvd. 

Encino, CA 91436 

(818) 995-4500 

B&W, CHP, DEN, INF, KEN, MON, 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PIO, PPC, PRS, 
RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, YAM 


Sound Factor 

17265 Ventura Blvd. 

Encino, CA 91316 

(818) 501-3548 

AAL, ATL, ACT, AUD, B&W, CAR, 
DEN, ENE, INF, KRE, LOV, MON, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PLD, SHF, 
STS, STU, SUN, TAR, TOS, VEL, VID 


Reference Audio Video 
18214 Dalton Ave. 

Gardena, CA 90248 

(310) 517-1700 

ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DCM, HAR, 
INF, JAM, KIM, MER, MIR, MSU, 
NHT, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, PET, 
PIO, PLD, RAN, SON, SNY, STE, 
VAN, WWR, XLO 


(ШИ 


Marconi Radio Audio 
Video Specialists 

239 N. Central Ave. 

Glendale, CA 91203 

(818) 240-1090 

ATL, ACT, CAR, LOV, MAR, MSU, 
M&K, MON, NIL, PIO, PRS, SON, STE, 
VID 


Custom Hi Fi & Video 
145 N. Fairway Ave. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

(805) 683-2162 

AAL, CWV, DAL, HIT, LOV, MON, 
M&K, NAD, NIL, NHT, ONK, PIO, 
PAR 


Audio Visions, Inc. 
15375 Barranca Pkwy., 

Ste. B107 

Irvine, CA 92718 

(714) 753-0503 

ADA, AMX, B&W, CAR, CIT, CRE, 
DAL, EXT, HAR, HIT, INF, MCI, 
M&K, MSU, MON, NEA, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, RAN, 
RSS, SON, SNY, SOS, STE, STS, 
TRI, YAM 


Home Automator 

1060 Aviation Blvd. 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
(310) 379-2222 

AVA, CRE, JAM, JBL, MAR, MSU, 
MON, PAN, PAX, PIO, RUN, SON, 
SNY, STE, TRI 


Audio Concepts 

6236 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Long Beach, CA 90803 

(310) 597-5450 

ACT, AAL, AUD, B&O, DEF, KLI, 
LOV, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NHT, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, PLD, RAN, 
SHA, SON, STE, STS, VEL, VID, 
YAM 


Audio Command 
Systems, Inc. 

114 S. Robertson Blvd.. 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

(310) 273-3352 

AMX, B&W, ,BRY, CAR, CRE, DAL, 
DEN, EXT, JBL, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
ONK, PAN, PIO, PRS, RAN, RUN, 
SHA, SON, SNY, SND, STE, VEL 
Robert’s Home Audio 
1611 S. La Cienega Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90035 

(310) 276-3955 

AES, AMX, BRY, CRE, DWI, JBL, 
M&K, MSU, OMN, PAX, PIO, RAN, 
RUN, SON, VID 


Superco Home Theater 
221 N. Atlantic Blvd. 

Monterey Park, CA 91754 
(818) 289-9999 

B&W, IMA, JAM, JBL, KEN, MCI, 
MIR, MON, NHT, PAN, PIO, PET, 
PLD, RSS, SHA, SNY, TOS, VID, 
YAM 

Sound Factor 

2 S. Rosemead 

Pasadena, CA 91107 

(818) 577-4945 

AAL, ATL, ACT, AUD, B&W, CAR, 
DEN, ENE, INF, KRE, LOV, MON, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PLD, SHF, 
STS, STU, SUN, TAR, TOS, VEL, VID 
Definition Audio Video 
2901 West 182nd Street 
Redondo Beach, CA 90278 
(310) 371-0019 

ACT, AAL, CHP, CIT, CRE, ENE, 
HAR, INF, JAM, JBL, KIM, KIN, KLI, 
KIN, MAR, MSU, MON, PAX, SON, 
SOS, STE, SYN, VID 





Systems Design Group 
1310 Kingsdale Ave. 
Redondo Beach, CA 90278 
(310) 370-8575 

ANG, ATL, AUD, DAL, DEF, DEN 
HIT, LOV, M&K, NEA, PDM, PIO, 
PLD, RUN, SHF, STE, STS, SUN, 
THE, VEL, XLO 


Superco Home Theater 


Audio Concepts 

7246 М. Rosemead Blvd. 
San Gabriel, CA 91775 

(818) 285-0011 

ACT, AAL, AUD, B&O, DEF, KLI, 


LOV, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NHT, 


NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, PLD, RAN 
SHA, SON, STE, STS, VEL, VID, 
YAM 


Wave Custom 
Audio/Video 

1725 Berkeley St. 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(310) 453-3807 


ADA, CRE, MAR, M&K, PAX, RAD, 


RAN, SON, TRI 


Dave's Video, 
The Laser Place 


Wilson Audio Video 
Entertainment 

6222 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 716-9283 

ADA, ANG, ATL, BRY, DEF, JBL, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PHA, PIO, RAN, RUN 
SNY, STE, STS, VEL 





SoundTrack 

1685-28th St. 

Boulder, CO 80301 

(303) 442-3600 

AAL, B&O, „INF, IMA, JBL, JVC 
KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL 
PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS 
YAM, ZEN 


Listen Up 

230 N. Tejon St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
(719) 633-2600 

AMX, AUD, ,B&O, B&W, BRY, CAR, 
CRE, DAL, DEF, DEN, DWI, EXT, 
KIM, KLI, MAD, MCI, MER, MON, 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PAN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, PET, RAN, SNY, SHA, SON, 
STE, SYN, VAN, VEL 


1015 $. Nogales St., #123 Hi Fi Club : Listen Up 

Rowland Heights, CA 91748 1 North Salsipuedes, #210 E * UT 4 COLORADO 2034 Arapahoe Ave. Listen Up Custom Home 
(818) 964-9889 Santa Barbara, CA 93103 oe en SoundTrack Boulder, CO 80302 Theater Showroom 

B&W, IMA, JAM, JBL, KEN, MCI, (805) 962-2525 si Iai 6490 Wadsworth Blvd (303) 444-0479 999 S. Logan St 


MIR, MON, NHT, PAN, PIO, PET, 
PLD, RSS, SHA, SNY, TOS, VID, 
YAM 

Breier Sound Center 
9340 F Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92123 

(619) 569-7785 

ATL, B&O, DEN, JAM, KLI, MAR 
MCI, OMN, PAX, PHA, RUN, SON, 
STE, STS 


Remote Possibilities, Inc. 


9853 Pacific Heights Blvd., Ste. P 
San Diego, CA 92121 

(619) 457-0636 

ADA, AMX, AUD, CRE, DAL, ENE, 
JBL, KIN, KIM, MAD, MAR, NEA, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, RAN, RUN, 
SHF, SON, STE, STS, TER 


Stereo Design 

9240 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92123 

(619) 573-0060 

CRE, DWI, INF, MAR, MLN, MIR, 
MER, MON, PAX, PIO, PRC, SHF, 
SON, SOS, STE, STS, TAR, THE, 
THI 


AUD, BRY, CHP, CIT, CRE, NEA, 
NIL, PAX, RUN, SON, SNY, STE 
TAR, VID 


Shelley's Stereo 

1520 Wilshire Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA 90403 
(310) 451-0040 

AAL, B&O, KIM, LOV, MCI, MAR 
MIR, MTS, MON, PDM, PIO, POL, 
VEL, VID, YAM 

Audio Video City 

3201 Wilshire Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA 90403 
(310) 453-5355 


ACR, AUD, B&W, DAL, DEN, HAR, 


HIT, INF, KEN, MON, NHT, NIL, 
PAX, PIO, PET, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, STU, VEL 


Sound Factor 

2936 Wilshire Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA 90403 
(310) 264-5457 

AAL, ATL, ACT, AUD, B&W, CAR, 
DEN, ENE, INF, KRE, LOV, MON 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PLD, SHF, 
STS, STU, SUN, TAR, TOS, VEL, VID 


ATL, KEN, IMA, JAM, JBL, MON, 
MBQ, MTX, PAN, PIO, PLD, RSS, 
SON, SNY, STS, TAR, TOS, YAM 
Digital Ear 

17602 E. 17th St., Ste. 106 
Tustin, CA 92680 

(714) 544-7903 

AUD, B&W, DEF, DWI, FAR, JAM 
KIM, KRE, LOV, MER, NIL, OMN, 
PIO, SHF, SNY, STS, THE, THI, 
VEL, VID, WWR 


Audio Den 

15600 Roscoe Blvd 

Van Nuys, CA 91406 

(818) 781-4700 

ATL, AUD, B&O, CPT, DEN, KIM 
MAR, MLN, MCI, MIR, M&K, NIL 
OMN, PAX, SON, STS, VAN, VID 


Shelley's Stereo 

6201 Topanga Canyon Blvd 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 716-8500 

AAL, B&O, KIM, LOV, MCI, MAR, 
MIR, MTS, MON, PDM, PIO, POL, 
THE, THI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Arvada, CO 80003 
(303) 425-6700 
AAL, B&O, ,INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 
PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS 
YAM, ZEN 

SoundTrack 

15022 E. Mississippi Ave. 
Aurora, CO 80012 

(303) 671-9399 

AAL, B&O, „INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL 

PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS 
YAM, ZEN 

Residential Systems 

of Aspen, LLC 

453 East Hopkins Ave 

Aspen, CO 81611 

(303) 277-9983 

ADA, AMX, CRE, DWI, JAM, JBL 
KEN, MCI, MON, MSU, NHT, NIL 


PAX, PIO, RAN, RCA, RUN, SON, 


STE, TOS, TRI 


AMX, AUD, ,B&O, B&W, BRY, CAR, 
CRE, DAL, DEF, DEN, DWI, EXT, 
KIM, KLI, MAD, MCI, MER, MON 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PAN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, PET, RAN, SNY, SHA, SON, 
STE, SYN, VAN, VEL 


Audio Visionaries 

3650 Austin Bluff Parkway, #178 
The Shop of the Bluffs 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 
(719) 532-1518 

ATL, CHI, DAL, HIT, HAR, JVC 
LOV, MIR, NEA, NIL PIO, PLD, 
RCA, SND, SHA, TOS, XLO 


SoundTrack 

1230 N. Academey Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
(719) 591-1400 

AAL, B&O, ,INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 
PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS 
YAM, ZEN 


Denver, CO 80209 

(303) 744-1179 

AMX, AUD, ,B&O, B&W, BRY, CAR, 
CRE, DAL, DEF, DEN, DWI, EXT, 
KIM, KLI, MAD, MCI, MER, MON, 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PAN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, PET, RAN, SNY, SHA, SON, 
STE, SYN, VAN, VEL 


Sound Hounds 

1575 South Pearl Street 
Denver, CO 80210 

(303) 722-3200 

AAL, ENE, HAR, MCI, NEA, NHT, 
NIL, PAX, PDM, PHI, PIO, PLD, 
SPI, VID, ZEN 


Soundings 

4697 E. Evans Ave., Ste. 101 
Denver, CO 80222 

(303) 759-5505 

AES, AMX, AUD, DWI, HIT, KRE, 
MAR, MIR, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHI, 
PET, PIO, SHA, SHF, SND, STE, 
STS, THE, THI, TOS, VID, XLO, 

YAM, ZEN 


LOOKING FOR 


OUT-OF-PRINT OR 
HARD-TO-FIND DISCS? 
CALL OUR EXCLUSIVE 


DISCTRACK 


SERVICE. 
VERY COOL. 


HELLO...HOLLYWOOD?” 


ve's Video, in the heart of the film capital, is the first laserdisc-only store, 
th the largest library in the country. And it’s only a phone call away. 


DAY SHIPPING GUARANTEED FOR IN-STOCK TITLES. 
EE SHIPPING & HANDLING (UPS GROUND) IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 
SHIP OVERNIGHT. 
E MOST UP-TO-DATE LASERDISC CATALOG. 


idely known in the studios as The Reference Guide, 
EE with your first purchase or $4.95. 


COUNTS ON EVERY DISC, EVERY DAY. 

МЕ” FRIENDLY FILM FANATICS KNOW FILM! 
12: SERVICE. No growing “old-on-hold? 
)MPLETE HOME THEATER DEPARTMENT 


TTERBOX/CAV/AC-3 8 DISC SET 


Irom t Produceta ot 
JURASSIC PARKES 


and the Direc tite 
fo 


LIMITED РА 
TIME OFFER: à 
Mention this ad and get © 
a FREE movie sampler 
disc with minimum o 
purchase of $50.00. 


Hurry...Supply Limited. Call 800-736-1659 


Or 818-760-DISC, 
Fax 818-760-3818 
Or visit our store at 
12144 Ventura Blvd. 
Studio City, CA 91604 


LETTERBOX/CAV/THX/AC-3 


BEATLES 


ANTHOLOGY 








SoundTrack 

1370 S. Colorado Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80222 

(303) 759-5401 

AAL, B&O, INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 


PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS, 


YAM, ZEN 


SoundTrack 

4606 S. Mason St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80526 
(303) 223-3666 

AAL, B&O, INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 


PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS, 


YAM, ZEN 


Residential Systems 
400 Corporate Circle, Unit O 
Golden, CO 80401 

(303) 277-9983 

ADA, AMX, CRE, DWI, JAM, JBL, 
KEN, MCI, MON, MSU, NHT, NIL, 


PAX, PIO, RAN, RCA, RUN, SON, 


STE, TOS, TRI 


SoundTrack 

8262 S. University Ave. 

Ste. 125, Bldg. O 

Highlands Ranch, CO 80122 
(303) 779-5003 

AAL, B&O, „INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 


PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS, 


YAM, ZEN 


SoundTrack 

9350 W. Cross Dr. 

Littleton, CO 80123 

(303) 979-8900 

AAL, B&O, INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 


PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 


PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS, 


YAM, ZEN 








DEALER LOCATOR 


Incredible Universe 
8585 S. Yosemite 
Littleton, CO 80124 
(303) 705-5800 


ATL, ,B&O, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, 


JVC, KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, 
PIO, PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, 
SHA, SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 
SoundTrack 

930 E. 104th Ave. 

Thorton, CO 80233 

(303) 450-6677 

AAL, B&O, ,INF, IMA, JBL, JVC, 


KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, 


PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, TOS, 


YAM, ZEN 


CONNECTICUT 


Tweeter Etc. 

195 W. Main St. 

Avon, CT 06001 

(203) 677-6060 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Carston Stereo 

146 Old Brookfield Rd. 
Danbury, CT 06811 

(203) 744-6421 

AUD, B&W, DAL, DEF, DEN, IMA, 
JVC, MAR, MBQ, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PIO, PLD, POL, RSS, SHA, SHF, 
VEL, VID 


Audio Video 
Enhancement, LTD 

10 Tranquility Dr. 

Easton, CT 06612 

(203) 268-4400 

AES, ACT, BRY, CRE, DEN, DWI, 
JAM, MAX, MAR, MSU, NIL, OMN, 
PAX, PHI, PIO, PRC, PRS, RAN, 
RCA, SHA, SON, SOS, STS, TRI, 
VEL, VID 


Performance Imaging, 
LLC 

115 E. Putnam 

Greenwich, CT 06830 

(203) 862-9600 


ACT, AMX, BRY, B&W, CHP, CRE, 


DAL, JBL, KLI, MON, NIL, PAX, 
RAN, RUN, SON, SNY, STE, VEL 


Stereo Shop 

505 Farmington Ave. 

Hartford, CT 06105 

(203) 523-7250 

ACT, AUD, B&W, CHP, CRE, KIM, 
MCI, MSU, NHT, NIL, OMN, ОМК, 
PAX, PIO, PLD, SHA, SON, STE, 
STS, THE, VEL, XLO, YAM 


Opus Audio/Video 
Interiors, Inc. 

85 Willow St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 
(203) 498-0407 


AMX, BRY, CHP, DEN, ESO, MAD, 


MSU, MON, NIL, RAN, SNY, STE, 
THI, TRI, VEL 


Robert's Audio Video 
90 Bank Street 

New London, CT 06320 
(800) 606-HIFI 

ATL, ACT, AAL, AUD, CHP, DEF, 
HIT, INF, MCI, NIL, ОМК, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, PLD, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TOS, XLO 


Tweeter Etc. 

2661 Berlin Turnpike, Unit 1 
Newington, CT 06111 

(203) 665-0606 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Design Installations 

4 New Canaan Ave. 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

(203) 847-2777 

AMX, CHP, CRE, DAL, INF, JAM, 
JVC, MCI, MSU, MON, NEA, NIL, 
PAX, PRS, RCA, RAN, SND, SON, 
STE, VEL, VID, XLO, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

Crystal Mall 

Waterford, CT 06385 

(203) 447-8355 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


DELAWARE 


Overture 

2423 Concord Pike, Rt. 202 
Wilmington, DE 19803 

(302) 478-6050 

ANG, AUD, CIT, DAL, DEN, DWI, 
ENE, EXT, JAM, KIN, MAD, MAR, 
MSU, NIL, PIO, RAN, RUN, SNY, 
STE, THE, THI, TRI, XLO 


FLORIDA 


Audio Command 
Systems, Inc. 

6590 West Rodgers Circle 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 
(407) 997-0550 


AMX, B&W, ,BRY, CAR, CRE, DAL, 


DEN, EXT, JBL, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
ONK, PAN, PIO, PRS, RAN, RUN, 
SHA, SON, SNY, SND, STE, VEL 
Better Sound 

2882 North Federal Hwy 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

(407) 338-8898 

ATL, AAL, BRY, CHI, DAL, HAR, 
MER, M&K, MON, NEA, WWR 


Front Row Center 

5030 Champion Blvd., Ste. D8 
Boca Raton, FL 33496 

(407) 241-1767 

B&W, MON, PIO, PLD, THI, VEL, 
XLO 


Sound Advice 

351 N.E. 51st St. 

Boca Raton; FL 33431 

(407) 994-4434 

B&O, ,B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Stereo Shoppe 

279 N. Federal Hwy. 

Boca Raton, FL 33432 
(407) 391-0552 

HIT, KIM, MAR, MIR, NIL, SUN 


Vern's Electronics 

6120 N. Federal Hwy. 

Boca Raton, FL 33487 

(407) 997-9444 

AMX, BRY, CRE, DWI, JBL, JVC, 
M&K, MAD, MAR, MSU, NEA, NIL, 
PAN, PAX, PHA, PHI, PIO, PET, 
RUN, SNY, SON, STE, STS 


Cooper For Stereo 

5251 110th Ave. N., Ste. 101 
Clearwater, FL 34620 

(813) 572-0052 

DEF, MAR, MCI, M&K, NEA, NIL, 
OMN, PAX. PIO, PHA, RUN, SHF, 
SON, SNY, STE, TER 


Rising Sounds 

28901 U.S. Hwy.19 N. 
Clearwater, FL 34621 

(813) 787-1133 

AES, AMX, CAR, CHP, JVC, MCI, 
M&K, NIL, PAX, PDM, PIO, PET, 
SUN, STE, VAN 


This certifies that 





Sounds Terrific 

18867 U.S. Highway 19 N. 
Clearwater, FL 34624 

(813) 538-2266 

ACT, AUD, CAR, CIT, CTP, DEN, 
HIT, JVC, MIR, MSU, MON, NIL, 
ONK, PAX, PIO, POL, RSS, SNY, 
SOS, VEL, VID 


Sound Advice 

1222 S. Dixie Hwy. 

Coral Gables, FL 33146 

(305) 665-4434 

B&O, ,B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Sound Components 
1533 Madruga Ave. 

Coral Gables, FL 33146 

(305) 665-4299 

ATL, AUD, BRY, CRE, DEF, KIN, 
MAD, MAR, MER, MON, MSU, NIL, 
RSS, RUN, SHF, STE, STS, THI, 
VID 


Sound Performance 
4030 Aurora St. 

Coral Gables, FL 33146 

(305) 446-8055 

ADA, ATL, AMX, ACT, AUD, B&W, 
CHP, CRE, DAL, ESO, HAR, KLI, 
M&K, MON, NEA, PAX, PIO, PET, 
PLD, SND, SON, STE, VID 


Stereotypes 

550 Nova Rd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
(904) 253-7093 

B&O, BRY, CRE, DEF, ESO, HIT, 
MCI, MBQ, MSU, MON, NIL, ОМК, 
PET, PIO, PLD, POL, SHA, SHF, 
SUN, VEL, YAM 


Steve Brakke 


of Cooper for Stereo 


Clearwater, FL 





has earned his place in the loyal family of dedicated McIntosh dealers. | 
is to further recognize Cooper for Stereo's continuous pursuit ir 


promoting the magic of the McIntosh sound - "The sound of Music itself" 
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Audio Center, Inc. 
120 N. Federal Hwy. 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
(305) 574-9200 


ANG, DEF, MAR, PDM, PHI, 
SHF,THE, VAN 


Entertainment Designs 
398 S.W. 12th Ave. 

Deerfield Beach, FL 33442 
(305) 698-6288 

CIT, CRE, DAL, DEN, ENE, MAR, 
MON, NEA, NHT, NIL, PAN, PIO, 
PET, SON, STS, TOS, VID 


Sound Advice 

4008 N. Federal Hwy. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 
(305) 564-4434 

B&O, ,B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Southport Home 
Entertainment 

3403 N.W. 9th Ave., Ste. 804 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 
(305) 537-3353 

ATL, CIT, DAL, HAR, JBL, MIR, 
MCI, M&K, MON, NEA, ОМК, PIO, 
STS, TOS, WWR 


Stereo World 

3595 Cleveland Ave. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

(813) 936-0416 

INF, JVC, KEN, MBQ, MCI, MIR, 
MON, MSU, MTX, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, SHA, SND, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Incredible Universe 

3401 Oakwood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

(305) 926-5000 

ATL, ,CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, SHA, 
SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Behrens Audio Video 
6711 Beach Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32216 

(904) 721-1860 

B&W, CHP, DEN, JVC, MBQ, MCI, 
MON, NIL, ONK, PDM, PAX, RUN, 
SNY, STE, VEL 


House of Stereo 

3505 Southside Blvd., Ste. 10 
Jacksonville, FL 32216 

(904) 642-6677 

AES, BRY, B&O, CHP, DAL, JAM, 


MAD, MER, MIR, M&K, MON, NEA, 


NIL, PHA, PIO, SHA, SHF, SON, 
STE, THI, YAM 


Architectural Audio 

7310 S.W. 48th St. 

Miami, FL 33155 

(305) 662-4661 

ADA, ACT, B&W, CHP, CRE, DAL, 
DEN, ENE, JBL, KEN, KIM, KIN, 
MAR, M&K, MON, MSU, NIL, PAX, 
RSS, SHA, SHF, SND, SON, SOS, 
STE, STS, STU, XLO 


Incredible Universe 

7800 NW 29th St. 

Miami, FL 33122 

(305) 716-5800 

ATL, ‚CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 

PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, SHA, 

SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 





Sound Advice 

12200 S.W. 88th St. 

Miami, FL 33186 

(305) 273-1225 

B&O, ,B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Stereo By Design 

14227 S. Dixie Hwy. 

Miami, FL 33176 

(305) 232-1812 

ATL, B&O, B&W,DAL,ESO, HAR, 
JBL, KEN, MAR, MCI, MIR, M&K, 
MON, NEA, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, 
PHA, PDM, PIO, PET, RAN, SHF, 
SON, STE, TOS, VID 


Sound Advice 

1431 Sandlake Rd. 

Orlando, FL 32819 

(407) 240-0339 

B&O, B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


All Pro Sound 

806 Beverly Pkwy. 

Pensacola, FL 32505 

(904) 432-5780 

CHP, DAL, INF, IMA, JVC, MCI, 
MIR, M&K, MON, NEA, NIL, OMN, 
PAN, PAX, PHI, PIO, POL, RAN, 
RUN, SHA, SND, SNY, VEL, YAM 


Sound Advice 

6307 S. Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, FL 34231 

(813) 923-4003 

B&O, B&W, DCD, DEN, INF, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MBQ, MON, MSU, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RFL, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, STU, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


Fox Audio-Video 

2225 S.E. Ocean Blvd. 

Stuart, FL 34996 

(407) 287-4335 

ATL, B&O, CHP, DAL, DCD, ESO, 
HIT, MCI, MON, NIL, OMN, ONK, 
PAX, PHI, PLD, SND, SON, STE 


Audio Visions 

3953 W. Kennedy Bivd. 
Tampa, FL 33609 

(813) 876-5236 

AUD, B&W, CHP, CRE, DWI, HAR, 
MAD, MAR, M&K, MSU, NEA, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, PIO, PET, RUN, SHA, 
SHF, SON, STE, STS, SUN, THE, 
THI 


Sensuous Sound 
Systems 

4216 E. Busch Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33617 

(813) 988-7059 

ACT, ATL, CAR, CRE, DEF, JVC, 
MCI, MBQ, MON, NIL, ONK, PAX, 


PDM, PIO, RAN, RCA, SNY, STE, 
VID 


Audio Advisors 


2273-A Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. 


W. Palm Beach, FL 33409 
(407) 478-3100 

DEF, HIT, JVC, MAR, MBQ, MCI, 
MER, NHT, NIL, ONK, PIO, PET, 
PDM, PRS, RSS, SHA, SHF, SOS, 
STE, TOS, XLO 


Absolute Sound, Inc. 
862 S. Orlando Ave. 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
(407) 629-0230 


ADA, AMX, AUD, CAR, CHP, DAL, 
DEF, DWI, HAR, JAM, JVC, MAD, 


MIR, MCI, NEA, NIL, PAX, PHA, PIO, 


PET, PLD, PRS, RCA, RUN, SND, 
STE, SUN, VEL 


GEORGIA 


Audio Forest 

6806 Peachtree Ind. Blvd. 
Atlanta, GA 30360 

(404) 729-0550 

AUD, B&W, CAR, KRE, MAD, 








Electronic Home 
Consultants 

349 Peachtree Hills Ave., Ste. A7 
Atlanta, GA 30305 

(770) 231-0504 

ESO, HAR, MER, MON, NIL, PAN, 
PIO, PET, RAN, RUN, STE, STS, 
VEL 


Hi-Fi Buys 

3135 Peachtree Rd. N.E. 
Atlanta, GA 30305 

(404) 261-4434 

ATL, ACT, AUD, ,DEN, ENE, INF, 
JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, KLI, MBQ, 
MER, MIR, MON, MSU, MTX, NIL, 
PAN, PAX, PHI, PIO, PET, PLD, 


Stereo Festival Il 

1943 Pleasant Hill Rd. 

Duluth, GA 30136 

(770) 623-1640 

CAR, CHP, DEF, HIT, INF, JAM, 
JVC, KEN, MAR, MSU, MON, 
MTDX, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
RAN, RCA, RSS, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 


Bertek Systems, Inc. 
1253 Powers Ferry Rd., Ste. G 
Marietta, GA 30067 

(404) 951-8834 

CAR, CHP, CIT, CWV, DAL, DWI, 
EXT, HAR, JBL, MSU, NIL, SHA, 
STE, TRI, VEL 


Interior Audio Designs 
2260 Northwest Pkwy., Ste. F 
Marietta, GA 30067 

(404) 952-2400 

ACT, BRY, CHP, CIT, DAL, HAR, 
MBQ, M&K, MON, MTX, NIL, PAX, 
PDM, PIO. PRS, RCA, RUN, SOS, 
SON, STS, STU 


World Hi Fi Home 
Theatre Gallery 

1600 Shorter Ave. 

Rome, GA 30165 

(706) 235-7941 

ACR, ,HIT, JVC, MAX, MBQ, MSU, 
MTX, MON, PAX, PIO, PRS, RCA, 
SHA, SNY, VEL, YAM 













MCI,ONK, PAX, PDM, PAN, RSS, 


P , , ' ' П ' 
STE. TEC. THI ZEN OL, RCA, RFL, SHA, SON, SNY 


SOS, STE, SUN, YAM 


WIRELESS 








“Mirade 


(Home Theater Magazine, July 1996 






CL д [AVECOM jp. 


Send crisp video and 
stereo audio 


ANYWHERE 


WITHOUT 
WIRES! 





ransmit from: 

eceiver • VCR/Laserdisc Player 
e Camcorder 

layer * Security Camera 


Receive on: 
e TV/Monitor 


* Powered Speakers 


RF-Link Technology Inc. 
411 Amapola Ave. 
Torrance, CA 90501 


6 


© 300 feet 

ince 2.4 GHz FM signal 
alls, ceilings, floors 
igh quality solution 






6) RF.Link 


http://www.rflinktech.com 
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Reader Service 





To obtain product 


information, just 
circle the numbers 

on the attached reader 
response card that 
correspond to 
products featured in 
this issue’s advertise- 
ments. Fill in your 
name and address, 


then simply drop the 


card in the mail. 





You'll receive 
brochures and 
product information 
promptly from 
manufacturers. And 
you'll be able to 
shop for dozens of 


nni 


‘items in minutes. 


We pay the postage! 


FRONT-PROJECTION TVs 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 202. 


Runco 

Circle Reader Service 6. 

High-quality video projectors for home theater. 
Widescreen aspect-ratio control. IDTV with line 
doublers, and THX laserdisc player with a variety 
of audio options. Call 510-293-9154. 


SharpVision 

Circle Reader Service 41. 

SharpVision front-projection TV systems offer a 
crystal-clear picture that adjusts from 25 inches 
up to a wall covering 200 inches. 

Call 800-BE-SHARP. 


TELEVISIONS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 203. 


Inte 

Circle Reader Service 189. 

The relentless pursuit for full frontal entertain- 
ment for your head. Rattle your cage with pure 
eye candy. To find an Inteq retailer near you, 
call 888-FRONTAL today. 


Mitsubishi Electronics 

Circle Reader Service 49. 

The recognized innovator of big-screen technology, 
Mitsubishi develops video products that lead the 
industry in performance, ease-of-use, and system 
integration. Call 800-937-0000, ext. 948. 


Samsung Electronics 

Circle Reader Service 144. 

Samsung takes the most advance technology and 
makes it work simply. Our TVCRs combine conve- 
nience and ease in one, well-engineered multipur- 
pose product. For more information, call 800-SO- 
SIMPLE. 


AUDIO COMPONENTS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 204. 


Acoustic Research 

Circle Reader Service 173. 

For nearly half a century Acoustic Research has 
been innovating breakthrough technologies. 
AR's new High Output Series is designed to meet 
the needs of the revolutionary new digital home 
theater and audio formats. 818-407-4820. 


Angstrom 

Circle Reader Service 18. 

'The best sound in surround. Period. 
Call 805-523-7864. 


AudioControl 

Circle Reader Service 29. 

AudioControl is the world's leading manufacturer 
of the highest quality equalizers, analyzers, and 
signal processors. For more information about 
our award-winning products, call us at 206-775-8461. 


Audio Design Associates 

Circle Reader Service 105. 

Audio Design Associates is the premiere U.S. 
manufacturer of high-end multi-room and home 
theater electronics, including Digital AC-3 and 
DTS surround sound preamplification, single- 
chassis multi-channel home theater amplifica- 
tion, and five multi-room A/V systems. 

Call 800-43-AUDIO. 


Bryston 

Circle Reader Service 70. 

Bryston established itself with high-end elec- 
tronics. Our commitment to the highest fidelity 
home theater extends to our full range of THX 
amplifiers. Contact http://www/bryston/ca or 
call 800-324-3944. 


Carver 

Circle Reader Service 14. 

Combine any Carver amplifier with one of our 
Dolby Pro Logic* preamps or preamp/tuners 
for the ultimate in flexibility and superior audio 
reproduction. Call 206-775-1202, ext. 526. 


Citation 

Circle Reader Service 185. 

Citation designs and manufacturers a line of 
high-quality, high-performance audio/video 
products for home theater and whole house 
entertainment. 


Counterpoint 

Circle Reader Service 141. 

Counterpoint is internationally established as the 
premiere designer of audio products. Our reputa- 
tion continues with our award-winning line of 
Home Cinema components. Call 800-275-2743. 
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DTS Technology 

Circle Reader Service 188. 

DTS, the leader in digital sound for movies, will 
soon be available in the home, with hardware 
decoders, DTS discrete multichannel laserdiscs, 
and the wold's first discrete multichannel com- 
pact discs. Call 800-959-4109. 


Denon 

Circle Reader Service 109. 

For more information on Denon's new home 
theater components with AC-3* and Pro Logic", 
THX", and Dynamic Discrete Surround Circuitry, 
call 201-575-7810. 


Kenwood Electronics 

Circle Reader Service 166. 

To find out more information about the Stage 3 
line of products, call 800-KENWOOD or check 
out our new website at www.kenwood.com. 


Mcintosh Laboratory Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 44. 

The McIntosh name has become a virtual 
guarantee of performance, quality, and depend- 
ability. Our dedication is to total quality music 
in any environment. For more information, 

call 607-723-3512. 


Meridian 

Circle Reader Service 97. 

The Meridian Digital Theatre is the highest 
expression of technology and style for film and 
music. Revolutionary application of digital and 
computer techniques create an easy-to-use 
platform for ultimate performance now and in 
the future. 


Pioneer Electronics, Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 82. 

Pioneer Electronics manufactures all that you 
need for a complete home theater system, rang- 
ing from A/V receivers and speakers to laserdisc 
players and projection television. For a catalog 
and a dealer nearest you, call 800-PIONEER. 


Sunfire Corp. 

Circle Reader Service 124. 

For more information on the Sunfire, especially 
the uncanny tracking downconverter, write to 
Sunfire Corporation, P.O. Box 1589, Snohomish, 
WA 98290, or call 206-335-4748. 


Yamaha Disklavier 

Circle Reader Service 164. 

The Yamaha Disklavier Piano allows you to bring 
artists' original performances into your home. 
Audition the Disklavier Piano at your authorized 
Yamaha dealer or call 800-711-0745, ext. 400 for 
more information. 


VIDEO COMPONENTS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 205. 


Da-Lite Screen Co. 

Circle Reader Service 56. 

Da-Lite Screen Co. Inc. offers the industry's most 
complete line of front- and rear-projection 
screens. Call 800-622-3737. 


Dwin Electronics 

Circle Reader Service 119. 

Dwin is the sole U.S.-based designer and 
manufacturer of both line doublers and large- 
screen front projectors. For more information, 
call 818-956-1608. 


Extron Electronics 

Circle Reader Service 112. 

Extron Electronics, a manufacturer of computer- 
video equipment since 1985, enters the home 
theater market to provide professional line doubling 
technology at a fraction of the cost. 800-633-9870. 


Pioneer Electronics, Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 82. 

Pioneer Electronics manufactures all that you 
need for a complete home theater system, rang- 
ing from A/V receivers and speakers to laserdisc 
players and projection television. For a catalog 
and a dealer nearest you, call 800-PIONEER. 


Runco 

Circle Reader Service 6. 

High-quality video projectors for home theater. 
Widescreen aspect-ratio control. IDTV with line 
doublers, and THX laserdisc player with a variety 
of audio options. Call 510-293-9154. 


Stewart Filmscreen 

Circle Reader Service 90. 

Stewart Filmscreen is the premiere manufacturer 
of projection screens for today's home cinema 
market. Stewart is the only manufacturer capable 
of producing seamless screens up to 40" x 90" , 


Theta Digital 

Circle Reader Service 110. 

Laserdisc and compact disc players and trans- 
ports for the connoisseur. Theta components 
are the standard by which others are judged. 


Toshiba America Consumer 


Products, Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 152. 

For more information on the full line of 
Toshiba DVD players, contact us at 
http://www.toshiba.com/tacp, or Circle Reader 
Service 152. 


Vidikron 

Circle Reader Service 160. 

Each Vidikron projector is a tour de force in 
technology as well as industrial design. For your 
nearest Vidikron showroom, call 201-420-6666. 


IN-WALL SPEAKERS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 206. 


MTX 

Circle Reader Service 57. 

The new Pivot Pointe™ tweeter technology 
allows the listener to *pointe" the directional 
tweeter toward the primary listening area, creating 
a personalized listening experience that can be 
customized at any time. Call 800-225-5689. 


Circle Reader Service 156. 

MTX is acoustics and aesthetics in harmony. 
Audition Pointe or Blueprint Series custom home 
audio at your MTX retailer. Call 800-225-5689. 


Sonance 

Circle Reader Service 27. 

Sonance, "The Leader in Architectural Audio," 
offers an extensive product line for your home 
theater needs. For more information or the 
dealer nearest you, call 800-582-7777. 


FREE-STANDING SPEAKERS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 207. 


Atlantic Technology 

Circle Reader Service 71. 

Our System 150/220/250.1 and System 350 
Home THX* components deliver a convincing 
re-creation of the movie sound experience. 
See our ad or call 617-762-6300. 


B&W Loudspeakers 

Circle Reader Service 60. 

B&W's exceptional range of loudspeakers 
include Hi-Fi, Home Theater, and in-wall models. 
For more information, call 800-370-3740. 


Bang & Olufsen 

Circle Reader Service 169. 

BeoSound 9000 is a personal music station 
that will change the way you look at music. 
See, hear and feel the BeoSound 9000 today: 
call 800-323-0378 for dealer information. 


Bohlender-Graebner/RADIA 
Series 

Circle Reader Service 94. 

Ultra-high definition speaker systems for home 
theater. Using planar technology, the Radia 
Series fulfills the audiophile's dream in the 
videophile's environment. Available from the 
finest home theater dealers. 


Bose 

Circle Reader Service 61. 

Outstanding sound for movies or music. Five 
cube speaker arrays plus bass module, simple 
remote that works through walls, AM/FM radio, 
and CD player. 


Cambridge Soundworks, Inc. 
Circle Reader Service 121. 

Cambridge Soundworks designs and manufac- 
tures stereo and home theater speaker systems 
designed by Henry Kloss. All available at factory- 
direct pricing. Call 800-598-4434. 


Cerwin-Vega Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 17. 

Cerwin-Vega, America's largest family owned 
and operated loudspeaker company, offers its 
Academy Award-winning Sensurround™ tech- 
nology in three home theater speaker systems. 
For a free brochure, call 805-584-9332. 


DCM Loudspeakers 

Circle Reader Service 154. 

Since 1974, our critically acclaimed loudspeakers 
have established new standards for imaging, 
soundstage, and value. For a free catalog, advice, 
or the nearest DCM retailer, call 800-878-TIME. 
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F R F F Direct-from-Manufacturer 
Product Information 


To receive information on the products and services mentioned in this issue, circle the corresponding 
category number or individual manufacturers number. Fill in your name and address and mail this 
postage-paid card. Information will be sent to you directly from the manufacturer. 
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Definitive Technology 

Circle Reader Service 47. 

Superior sound quality, exceptional value, and 
unique bipolar technology has made Definitive 
America’s best selling line of high-end loud- 
speakers. Call 410-363-7148, or see page 42. 


Energy Loudspeakers 

Circle Reader Service 91. 

Almost magically you abandon your role as spec- 
tator, and step into the soundscape. Suddenly 
you're a participant. What you recognize is real 
life. At Energy Loudspeakers, we very aptly call 
this Musical Truth". 


Eosone International 

Circle Reader Service 179. 

Eosone speakers are designed by audio legend 
Arnie Nudell to provide great sound for both 
music and home theater applications. For more 
information, call 800-347-1876. 


Hales Design Group 

Circle Reader Service 139. 

Hales enters the home theater market with 
"Concept HC" center/rear loudspeakers. For 
information, write Hales Design Group, 16812 
Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 or 
fax 714-841-2427. 


Jamo 

Circle Reader Service 26. 

Award-winning home theater speakers that give 
you outstanding performance without unneces- 

sarily intruding on your living space. Please call 
708-498-4648 and see the ad in this issue on 195. 


Jamo 

Circle Reader Service 175. 

Bring authentic theater sound home with Jamo's 
lifestyle, Sub/Sat systems and traditional loud- 
speakers. To receive our full-line catalog, 

call 847-465-0005. 


MB Quart 

Circle Reader Service 107. 

MB Quart introduces Domain, their new line of 
home loudspeakers, including bookshelf and 


towers, powered subwoofers, center channels 
and surround speakers. Call 508-668-8973. 


Martin-Logan 

Circle Reader Service 100. 

Recognized worldwide for development of curvi- 
linear electrostatic (CLS) technology, Martin- 
Logan, Ltd. further developed ESL/hybrid tech- 
nology. Call 913-749-0133. 


Niles Audio Corp., Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 1. 

For more information on the OS-10 indoor/ 
outdoor loudspeaker and our quality home 
theater and home entertainment products, 
call 800-BUY-HIFI (800-298-4434). 


Paradigm 

Circle Reader Service 162. 

Paradigm has gained an international reputation 
for stunning performance and extraordinary 
value. In the U.S. call 905-632-0180 and in Canada 
call 905-850-2960. 


Pioneer Electronics Technology 
Circle Reader Service 66. 

The garden speaker series from Pioneer include 
models with integrated ambient lighting. Pioneer 
is redefining outdoor audio. Call 800-745-3271. 


Polk Audio Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 9. 

For more than 20 years, Polk Audio, the speaker 
specialists", has led in the innovation, design, and 
manufacture of high-performance loudspeakers. 
For information, call 800-377-7655 or visit their 
website at http:/ /www.polkaudio.com. 


Rock Solid Sounds 

Circle Reader Service 104. 

Rock Solid monitors are acoustically engineered 
by world-renowned B&W Loudspeakers. These 
compact versatile monitors and subwoofers 

are perfect for home theater or anywhere 

great sound is desired. Call 800-370-3742 or 

fax 508-664-4109. 


Stereostone 

Circle Reader Service 63. 

NaturaHooking rocks and fountains designed to 
function as loudspeakers and low-voltage halo- 
gen rock lights. Stereostones are weatherproof 
and may be used outdoors or indoors. 

Call 800-350-STONE. 


Triad Speakers 

Circle Reader Service 101. 

Unique Triad products include in-wall THX sur- 
round speakers, sealed box in-wall Gold Adjustable 
LCRs. Triad's real wood veneers can be custom 
finished to match your decor. See page 117 or 

fax 503-256-5966. 


Velodyne Acoustics, Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 39. 

Velodyne Acoustics is a high-technology com- 
pany based in the Silicon Valley, producing the 
world's lowest distortion speakers and sub- 


woofers for music and home theater. 
Call 800-VELODYNE. 


FURNITURE 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 208. 


A*V Architecture 

Circle Reader Service 182. 

The art of home entertainment furnishings. The 
modular design of each of our 23 works of art 
ensures a complimentary look, flexibility of 
arrangement, and simplistic functionality. 


Axcess Marketing 

Circle Reader Service 171. 

Axcess Marketing is the exclusive importer/ 
distributor for all Lovan audio/video furniture 
and speaker stands in the United States. 


Diamond Case Designs 

Circle Reader Service 43. 

Creators of Theater-Tech™, Ultimate Home 
Theater Furnishings. Advanced design for large 
TVs, multiple components, and high-capacity 
media storage. Call 800-616-5354. 


Irwin Seating Co. 

Circle Reader Service 184. 

Suppliers of movie theater seating since 1907 
with several luxurious styles for home theater 
including rocking chairs and love seats. For 
more information or a dealer near you call 905- 
820-6577 or leave us a message at 800-786-SEAT. 


SOFTWARE 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 209. 


Dave's Video, The Laser Place 
Circle Reader Service 178. 

The country's largest laser-only store. Discounts 
on every disc every day. Disctrack service for 
hard-to-find titles. Call for catalog. We buy used 
discs for cash or credit. We ship anywhere. 


LaserDisc Enterprises 

Circle Reader Service 158. 

Offering laserdiscs, home theater 
electronics/accessories since 1987. We give the 
best selection, stocking every laserdisc in print. 
All laserdiscs, electronics/accessories discounted. 


Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 130. 

Enjoy the convenience of laserdiscs (and 
more) by mail! All titles available—including 
LaserKaraoke and Japanese Animation! No 
membership fees! 


CONNECTIONS/WIRE 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 210. 


AudioQuest 

Circle Reader Service 73. 

AudioQuest continues to specialize in the parts of 
audio and video systems where the least money 
can make the most difference. Call 714-498-2770. 


Monster Cable Products, Inc. 
Monster Cable is the leader in high-performance 
audio and video cables. Contact your nearest 
Monster dealer for product information or call 
us at 415-871-6000. 


Synergistic Research 

Circle Reader Service 180. 

Synergy Cable"" is an exciting new line of home 
theater cables from Synergistic Research". For 
more information, call 800-578-6489. 


TARA Labs 

TARA Labs manufactures high quality audio and 
video cables for home theater and audio systems. 
Call 541-488-6465 for more information. 


WireWorld 


Circle Reader Service 167. 2 7 


We offer the highest fidelity audio cable and | 
the most vivid video cables in the world. Our - 
Comparators provide the first objective proof 
of performance for audio cables. For more infor- 
mation, call 954-962-2650. 


SATELLITE 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 211. 


DIRECTV 

Circle Reader Service 157. 

DIRECTV. Satellite TV At Its Best. With 
DIRECTV and the 18-inch DSS dish, you'll get 
access to more sports, more movies, and more 


cable channels than you ever thought possible. 
For more information, call 800-DIRECTV. 


Hughes Network Systems 

Circle Reader Service 187. 

Hughes Network Systems-brand DSS* system 
offers over 200 channels, easy-to-use menus, and 
one of the best warranties. Call 888-867-4448. 


Showtime 

Circle Reader Service 186. 
www.showtimeonline.com 

Showtime Networks Inc., a Viacom Company, 
offers four different and distinct brands of pre- 
mium television: Showtime, The Movie Channel, 
Flix, and Sundance Channel. Available through a 
variety of programming distributors, including 
cable, DSS, and TVRO. 


REMOTE CONTROL SYSTEMS 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 212. 


AudioEase 

Circle Reader Service 142. 

Manufacturer of residential audio/video control 
systems featuring "on-screen graphics," compos- 
ite video distribution, and intuitive control of 
media room including lighting. 


Escient 

Circle Reader Service 183. 

Escient, for products which maximize the enjoy- 
ment of Audio/Video, Home Theater and Home 
Automation systems through state-of-the-art 
control solutions. For more information, 

call 317-571-1111. 


Niles 

Circle Reader Service 143. 

Niles offers a complete line of infrared control 
systems including the award-winning 
Intellipad"", the world's first synchronized 
programmable IR keypad system. Contact Niles 
at 800-BUY-HIFI (800-289-4434). 


ACCESSORIES 


For information on all products listed 
below, Circle Reader Service 213. 


CEDIA 

Circle Reader Service 32. 

Call 800-CEDIA30 for a custom home theater 
designer/installer in you area. 


ChannelPlus/Multiplex 
Technology Inc. 

Circle Reader Service 159. 

Manufacturers of state-of-the-art high quality 
multi-room video, audio, and control. Enables 
cable or antenna reception to be the best possible. 


Corteq 

Circle Reader Service 150. 

Corteq 900 is today's first affordable, intelligent, 
full-featured home automation security system. 
It is a unique, telephone-based system that is 
easy to use and can be programmed from any 
touch-tone telephone. 


RF-Link 

Circle Reader Service 181. 

Manufacturer of high-quality, innovative wireless 
consumer electronic products, such as WAVE- 
COM Jr., the first affordable 2.4 GHz audio/ 
video sender that really works. Call 

888-2RF-LINK for more information. 
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Call For A Free Brochure 
No Obligations, No Hassles 
Friendly & Fast Service 
Free Shipping" 

Every Title Discounted 


Specializing in Optical 
Discs “Since 1987” 


“Home, Theatre Department” 
Offering Over 25 Lines Of Home 


Theatre Electronics 


FedEx 2-Day Service 
Only $3.49 Per Disc* 
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1.800.347.1941 
1.770.955.8909 
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1.800.619. 0100 (472) 
1.770.984.2173 


10:00 - 7:00 EST MON-FRI 


2516 COBB PKWY - SMYRNA, GEORGIA 30080 - USA 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DISCOVER - AMERICAN EXPRESS - DINERS CLUB 
0.0.0. - CHECKS - BANK DRAFTS - WIRES 


* CONTINENTAL U.S. ONLY 
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Laser Disc Enterprises 
Loehmann's Plaza 

2516 Cobb Parkway 

Smyrna, GA 30080 

(770) 955-8909 

ADA, ACT, CHP, DEF, IMA, M&K, 
MON, NHT, PAX, PAN, PIO, PLD, 
SHA, SON, STE, TER 


HAWAII 


Honolulu Audio/Video 
2016 S. King St. 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

(808) 973-3311 

AUD, B&O, B&W, BRY, DAL, DEN, 
LOV, MAD, M&K, MIR, MON, MSU, 
NHT, NIL, PAX, PIO, POL, REF 
RUN, RSS, SHA, SHF, STE, VEL, 
VID 


IDAHO 





Stereo Shoppe 

8778 Fairview Ave. 

Boise, ID 83704 

(208) 378-0000 

AAL, AUD, B&W, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, KRE, MAR, MBQ, MLN, MIR, 

MON, MSU, NIL, PAX, POL, SHA, 
THE, VID 


Visionary Home Systems 
3085 North Cole St., Ste. 109 
Boise, ID 83704 

(208) 376-9100 

ADA, AES, CAR, CHP, CRE, DAL, 
PDM, PAX, NIL, RAN, RUN, SOS, 
TOS, TRI 


ILLINOIS 





United Audio Centers 3 


4411 Fox Valley Center Dr. 
Aurora, IL 60505 

(630) 820-2299 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MBQ, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


Barretts Audio Video 
2116 Fox Valley Way 

Aurora, IL 60504 

(708) 898-2850 

B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Audio Video 
Environments 

1494 Polo Dr. 

Bartlett, IL 60103 

(708) 289-2099 

CAR, CRE, CHP, DAL, DEN, ENE, 
MTX, NHT, NIL, PAX, PAN, RAN, 
RUN, SON, STS, TRI, VID, XLO 


Audio by US 

307 East Main Street 

Belleville, IL 62220 

(618) 277-9500 

API, ACR, AAL, AUD, HAR, INF, 
MAR, MON, NHT, PAX, PAN, RCA, 
RUN, SAM, STE, SYN 


Barretts Audio Video 

401 Stratford Square 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 

(708) 980-9525 

B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Mills Audio Video 

358 Lexington Dr. 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

(708) 419-9990 

ATL, CHP, DAL, DWI, JAM, KIN, 
MAR, M&K, MER, OMN, PAX, PDM, 
PIO, PET, RUN, RSS, SHA, SON, 
SNY, STE, STS, TOS 
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DEALER LOGATOR 


Good Vibes 

1807 S. Neil 

Champaign, IL 61820 

(217) 351-0909 

DAL, DEF, DEN, JVC, KLI, MCI, 
MON, MIR, MSU, MTX, NIL, OMN 
PIO, POL, SHA, SNY, VEL, VID 


Audio Consultants 

839 North Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60610 

(312) 642-5950 

ANG, B&O, B&W, BRY, JVC, MAD, 
MAR, MCI, MLN, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, RSS, SHF, SNY, SOS, 
THI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Douglas TV 

7243 W. Touhy Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60648 

(312) 763-4300 

AES, CAR, CHP, DAL, FAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, MAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, SHA, 

TOS, ZEN 


Douglas TV 

4027 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60618 

(312) 281-7600 

AES, CAR, CHP, DAL, FAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, MAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, SHA, 
TOS, ZEN 


Nouveau Home Cinema 
Suite 1304 at the 
Merchandise Mart 

Chicago, IL 60654 

(312) 832-1304 

ADA, CHP, CHI, CRE, DAL, ENE, 
JBL, KIN, MON, NHT, SON, RAN, 
RUN, TRI, TOS 


Paul Heath Audio 

2036 N. Clark St. 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(312) 549-8100 

AES, B&W, CRE, ENE, INF, JVC, 
KIN, MAD, MIR, OMN, PAX, PIO, 
SHF, STE, VID 


United Audio Centers 
900 N. Michigan Ave., Level 6 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 664-3100 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MBQ, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


United Audio Centers 
2828 N. Clark St. 

Chicago, IL 60657 

(773) 525-7005 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, МВО, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


Sound Deluxe 

433 West Ogden Ave. 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 

(708) 887-9818 

AES, AUD, CAR, CWV, CHP, DEN, 
KEN, MBQ, M&K, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PDM, PIO, SHA, SNY, STS, XLO 


Douglas TV 

350 Lake Cook Rd. 

Deerfield, IL 60015 

(847) 945-9000 

AES, CAR, CHP, DAL, FAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, MAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, SHA, 

TOS, ZEN 
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Barretts Audio Video 
756 Industrial Dr. 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 

(708) 941-0700 


B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 


NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Audio Consultants 
1014 Davis St. 
Evanston, IL 60201 
(708) 864-9565 


ANG, B&O, B&W, BRY, JVC, MAD, 


MAR, MCI, MLN, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, RSS, SHF, SNY, SOS, 
THI, VEL, VID, YAM 

The Little Guys 

18425 S. Halsted, Ste.1 
Glenwood, IL 60425 

(708) 754-8844 


AUD, CAR, CHP, CRE, CWV, DAL, 


DEN, ENE, HAR, HIT, JAM, JVC, 
KLI, KIN, MBQ, MIR, MSU, M&K, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, 
POL, SHR, SON, SNY, STS, STU, 
TOS, VID 


Columbia Audio Video 
1741 Second St. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

(708) 433-6010 

ADA, AES, ACT, B&O, CHP, CRE, 
DAL, HAR, INF, JVC, MCI, MER, 
MIR, MSU, M&K, NIL, OMN, PAX, 
PHA, PHI, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
STU, YAM 


Audio Consultants 
110 E. Ogden Ave. 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 
(708) 789-1990 


ANG, B&O, B&W, BRY, JVC, MAD, 


MAR, MCI, MLN, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, RSS, SHF, SNY, SOS, 
THI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Home Cinema Group 
2066 Ridge Rd. 

Homewood, IL 83704 

(708) 798-0033 

ADA, AES, CHP, DAL, DEN, FAR, 
HAR, JBL, KIN, PAX, RUN, SND, 
STE, TOS, VID, XLO, ZEN 


Audio Consultants 
757 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Libertyville, IL 60048 
(708) 362-5594 


ANG, B&O, B&W, BRY, JVC, MAD, 


MAR, MCI, MLN, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, RSS, SHF, SNY, SOS, 
THI, VEL, VID, YAM 

Barretts Audio Video 
104 Yorktown Center 
Lombard, IL 60148 

(708) 691-1230 


B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 


NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Barretts Home Theater 
Furniture Showroom 

4 Yorktown Convience Cnt. 
Lombard, IL 60148 

(708) 889-8195 


B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 


NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Abt Electronics 

9000 Waukegan Rd. 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

(708) 967-8830 

AVA, ADA, ,DAL, DEN, FAR, HAR, 
HIT, INF, JBL, JVC, KEN, LOV, 
MON, NIL, PAX, PAN, PRS, RCA, 
RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STU, TOS, 
TRI, VID, YAM, ZEN 


Douglas TV 

621 N. Main St. 

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

(847) 259-2600 

AES, CAR, CHP, DAL, FAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, MAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, SHA, 

TOS, ZEN 


Select Sound 

Audio Video 

1220 West Ogden Ave. 
Naperville, IL 60563 

(708) 717-1100 

ATL, AUD, DEF, ENE, JVC, MAR, 
MER, NIL, ONK, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
RSS, SON, STS, TAR, VID 


Sound Deluxe 

1271 Rickert Rd., #127. 
Naperville, IL 60540 

(708) 305-9955 

AES, AUD, CAR, DEN, KEN, MBQ, 
M&K, NIL, ONK, PAX, PIO, SHA, 
SNY, STS, XLO 


United Audio Centers 
1018 Northbrook Ct. 
Northbrook, IL 60062 

(847) 272-7150 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MBQ, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


United Audio Centers 
1600 W. 16th St. 

Oakbrook, IL 60521 

(630) 990-1410 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MBO, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


Barretts Audio Video 
600 Orland Square 

Orland Park, IL 60406 

(708) 403-4600 

B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


Sound & Vision 

14474 S. La Grange Rd. 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

(708) 403-2500 

AAL, APO, ACT, AES, AUD, B&O, 
B&W, CHP, CRE, DAL, DEN, DWI, 
EXT, FAR, INF, IMA, KLI, LOV, MIR, 
MON, MSU, NHT, NIL, PAX, PIO, 
RCA, RSS, RUN, SON, SUN, STE, 
VEL, VID, YAM 


United Audio Centers 
651 Mall Dr 

Schaumburg, IL 60172 

(847) 605-0033 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, МВО, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, РІО, РЕТ, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


American of Rockford 
6651 E. State St. 

Rockford, IL 61108 

(815) 229-1400 

ACR, ACT, ‚CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


United Audio Centers 
700 W. Town Line Rd. 

Vernon Hills, IL 60061 

(847) 367-1254 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, МВО, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 
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Barretts Audio Video 
1478 Spring Hill Mall 

West Dendee, IL 60118 

(708) 551-1008 

B&W, CHP, CRE, FAR, MSU, MON, 
NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, SHA, SON, 
TOS, VID 


United Audio Centers 
Edens Plaza 

Willmette, IL 60091 

(847) 251-1860 

B&O, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, МВО, 
MCI, MLN, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
VEL, YAM 


Kass Electronics 

339 N. Wood Dale Rd. 

Wood Dale, IL 60191 

(708) 766-0903 

AES, AVA, CHP, CRE, DAL, DEN, 
ENE, HIT, INF, JBL, KIN, MSU, 
M&K, MIR, MON, NIL, PAX, PIO, 
PET, RAN, RUN, SSI, SAM, SON, 
STE, TOS, VEL, VID, XLO, YAM 


INDIANA 


Sound Productions 
2146 E. 116th St. 

Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 844-1103 

B&O, BRY, CHP, DAL, DEN, JAM, 
MAD, MCI, M&K, MON, NIL, PAN, 
PAX, PDM, PHA, PHI, PET, PRS, 
RUN, SNY, STS, STE, SUN, THI, 
YAM 


Tom Doherty, Inc. 

200 W. Carmel Dr. 

Carmel, IN 46032 

(317) 848-7503 

ADA, AMX, CHP, CIT, CRE, FAR, 
MCI, MSU, PAX, RCA, SON, SNY, 
STS, STE, TRI, VEL, XLO 


Audio Video Lifestyles 
7127 W. Jefferson 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46804 

(219) 436-4669 

ATL, AUD, ACT, AES, B&W, BRY, 
CRE, DAL, DEF,ENE, EXT, FAR, 
HTP, IMA, INF, LOV, MBQ, MAG, 
MAR, MCI, MIR, MSU, MON, NIL, 
ONK, PAX, PIO, PLD, RAN, RCA, 
RSS, RUN, SHA, SND, SON, SOS, 
STS, STU, STE, TOS, VEL, VID, XLO 


Classic Stereo 

2312 N. Clinton 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 

(219) 483-0553 

ACR, CHP, DAL, DEF, DEN, KEN, 
KLI, MSU, M&K, MON, MTX, NIL, 

PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, RUN, 

SHA, SND, SON, SNY, TOS 


Custom Sound Designs 
712 East Coliseum Blvd. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46805 

(219) 471-1110 

AAL, CAR, DAL, HAR, HIT, INF, 
JAM, LOV, MTX, NEA, NIL, PAX, 
PIO, RUN, STE, VEL, XLO 


Incredible Universe 
7760 E. 89th St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46256 

(317) 594-0024 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, SHA, 
SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Ovation Audio 

6609 E. 82nd St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

(317) 849-7729 

AMX, ACT, AES, AUD, ,B&O, B&W, 
CAR, CRE, DEF, DEN, HIT, KEN, 
KLI, KRE, MBQ, MON, MLN, MSU, 
NIL, OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, POL, 
PRS, RCA, RUN, SHA, STE, STS, 
VEL, VID, YAM 
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Good Vibes 

2230 Sagamore Pkwy. S. 
Lafayette, IN 47905 

(317) 474-8000 

DAL, DEF, DEN, JVC, KLI, MCI, 
MON, MIR, MSU, MTX, NIL, OMN. 
PIO, POL, SHA, SNY, VEL, VID 


Sound Advice, Inc. 

3416 South St. 

Lafayette, IN 47904 

(317) 447-0296 

ACR, AES, CHP, CRE, DAL, ENE, 
KEN, M&K, NIL, PAX, PLD, RAN, 
SHA, SON, SND, VEL, VID, YAM 


Classic Stereo 

3509 N. Grape 

Mishawaka, IN 46545 

(219) 259-5337 

CHP, DAL, DEF, DEN, FAR, KEN, 
KLI, MSU, M&K, MON, MTX, NIL, 
PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, RUN, 
SHA, SND, SON, SNY, TOS 


IOWA 


Audio Labs 

2204 Ingersoll 

Des Moines, IA 50312 

(515) 288-2216 

AAL, B&O, DEN, JVC, KIM, PDM, 
POL, THE, THI, TOS, VEL, WWR 


Audio Video Logic 

3702 Beaver Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50312 

(515) 255-2134 

AUD, DEF, JVC, KIN, MLN, MON, 
NHT, ONK, PAX, PIO, TOS, VID 


Stogdill's Custom 
Sound & Vision 
4908 Franklin Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50310 
(515) 274-4024 


CIT, DWI, HAR, MSU, RCA, SON, 
SNY, ZEN 


Custom Audio/Video 
85 N. Center Point Rd. 
Hiawatha, IA 52233 

(319) 393-3212 

ATL, HAR, HIT, INF, KIM, KIN, 
MON, MTX, NIL, ONK, PAX, PHI, 
SHF, STS, SUN, TOS 


Audio Odyssey of 
lowa City 

409 Kirkwood Ave. 
lowa City, IA 52240 
(319) 338-9505 


B&W, DEN, MON, PAX, PAN, SNY, 


THI, VEL 


The Audio Room, Ltd. 
1426 Twixt Town Rd. 

Marion, 1452302 

(319) 373-1727 

AUD, B&W, BRY, DEN, ESO, KLI, 
MCI, MIR, MSU, PAX, PIO, PHA, 
SHA, VEL, WWR, YAM 


KANSAS 


Keif's Gramophone 

2429 lowa St. 

Lawrence, KS 66046 

(913) 842-1811 

ATL, ACR, ACT, AUD, B&W, DAL, 
DEN, ESO, HAL, KIM, KLI, MIR, 
MON, MSU, NEA, NHT, NIL, OMN, 
ONK, PAX, PHA, RSS, SHA, SNY, 
SUN, TAR, VEL, YAM 


Audio Mart 

10330 Stateline 

Leewood, KS 66206 

(913) 648-1333 

ACT, CAR, DEN, ESO, MCI, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PHA, PIO, SHA, 
SUN 


Da Nahe a SD ERE RES аа ERN 


Audioport 

7329 W. 97th St. 

Overland Park, KS 66212 
(913) 341-2222 

AUD.BRY, B&W, СНР, HAR, LOV, 
MAD, MLN, MER, RSS, RUN, SON, 
STE, THE, THI, VEL 


KENTUCKY 





Custom Audio Video, Inc. 


2802 New Hartford Rd. 
Owensboro, KY 42303 

(502) 685-5250 

AMX, B&W, CAR, CHP, CRE, DAL, 
HAR, INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MON, OMN, ONK, PAN, PAX, 
PIO, PET, PLD, POL, RCA, RUN, 
SAM, SHA, SND, SOS, SNY, STE, 
STS, TOS, TRI, VID, YAM, ZEN 


LOUISIANA Ў 


Mel-O-Sounds 

3120 Severn Ave. 

Metairie, LA 70002 

(504) 455-0804 

ACT, CAR, CWV, DAL, JAM, JVC, 
KEN, MAR, MON, ONK, PIO, RUN, 
SHA, SHR, SON, SND 


Audio Video Connection 
210 Kansas Lane 

Monroe, LA 71203 

(318) 345-2365 

ATL, CHP, DAL, JAM, MON, MSU, 
NIL, PAX, PRS, PIO, RCA, SNY, 
STS, TRI, YAM 


GCS of Louisiana 

99 Plum Street 

West Monroe, LA 71291 

(318) 325-9940 

CAR, CRE, ENE, HIT, JVC, KEN, 
KIN, MAR, MON, NHT, ONK, PRS, 
RAN, RUN, STE, TOS, VEL 


MAINE 


Harbor Audio Video К, 


87 Elm St. 

Camden, ME 04843 

(207) 236-9596 

B&W, JAM, JVC, MSU, NEA, NIL, 
PHA, RCA, SNY, VEL, VID, YAM 


Custom Electronics, Inc. 
164 Market & Middle 

Portland, ME 04101 

(207) 874-1988 

ADA, AUD, BRY, CHP, CRE, DEN, 
FAR, HAR, M&K, MSU, NEA,POL, 
RAN, STE, TRI, VID 


New England Hi-Fi 

424 Payne 

Scarborough, ME 04074 

(207) 883-4173 

AUD, DEN, HAR, KLI, MCI, NEA, 
NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, PDM, SON, 
SNY, STS, VAN 


MARYLAND 





American Automation & 
Communications, Inc. 
2661 Riva Road, Ste. 310 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

(410) 573-0800 

ACT, AES, CAR, CHP, MTR, NIL, 
PAX, PET, PIO, RUN, SNY, STE, 
TOS, VID, YAM 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

150 М. Jennifer Rd. 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

(410) 266-7791 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JAM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 


Hi Tech Electronics 
1942 West St. 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

(410) 266-0818 

ACT, B&W, JVC, KIM, KIN, MTX, 
NIL, OMN, PIO, POL, RSS, SHF, 
SON, VEL, YAM 


Rickey's TV and Audio 
81 C Forest Plaza 

Annapolis, MD 21403 

(410) 224-4313 

ACR, CAR, HAR, HIT, JVC, MAR, 
M&K, MSU, MON, NIL, NHT, PAX, 
PAN, PIO, RCA, SNY, VID 


Soundscape 

406 W. Cold Spring Lane 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

(410) 889-1134 

AUD, B&W, CAR, CHP, CHA, DEF, 
DEN, INF, JAM, M&K, MON, NEA, 
NIL, PET, PIO, POL, RAN, RSS, 
RUN, SHA, SNY, SON, STS, STE, 
SUN, THE, XLO, YAM 


Audio Center, Inc. 

4692 Fairmont Ave. 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

(301) 656-5100 

AUD, B&O, CAR, CHP, CRE, DWI, 
MCI, IL, PAX, PET, RUN, SHA, 
SON, SNY, STE, SUN, TRI, VEL, 
YAM 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

16512 South Westland Dr. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

(301) 840-9180 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, 
DEN,HIT, JASM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, 
MER, MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, 
PAX, RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, 
STE, TRI, VID 


Soundworks 

10534 Connecticut Ave. 
Kensington, MD 20895 

(301) 929-8600 

AUD, DAL, DEN, HAL, JBL, JVC, 
KIM, KIN, KLI, KRE, LOV, M&K, 
MLN, MIR, MON, NEA, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
SHF, SND, SON, SNY, STE, 
TER,TOS, VAN, VID, XLO 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

14621 Baltimore Blvd. 

Laurel, MD 20707 

(301) 953-7242 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JAM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 


Gramophone Ltd. 

10801 Tony Dr. 

Lutherville, MD 21093 

(410) 821-5621 

AVA, ADA, AMX, B&O, CHP, CRE. 


DAL, DEF, FAR, IMA, JVC,KIN, KLI, 
MAD, MLN, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, 


NIL, OMN, PPC, PAX, PHA, PET, 
PLD, PIO, RAD, RAN, SHF, SOS, 
SNY, STE, STS, VEL, VID, YAM 


Myer-Emco 

11611 Old Georgetown Rd. 
Rockville, MD 20852 

(301) 468-2000 

AUD, B&O, B&W, DEF, DEN, INF, 
MAD, MCI, MAR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
PDM, PIO, SON, SNY, STS, TOS, 
THE, VEL, YAM 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

3360 Crain Highway 

Waldorf, MD 20603 

(301) 870-5333 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JAM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 
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Significant progress requires a new approach. By 
embracing the attitude that furniture should be 








Furnishings 


tainer for electronics, Diamond Case 


Designs created Theater-Tech, the most advanced 
large TVs, multiple components and high 


capacity media collections. So, if you think we. 


àn active extension of a home theater rather than 
don't know which:way is up, consider it was our 


home theater furniture available today. Visually 
stunning and functionally superior, Theater-Tech is 


unsurpassed in its ability to professionally orga- 
Innovations '96 design and engineering award. 


different way of looking at things that won 
Theater-Tech the Consumer Electronics Shows 


a passive con 


nize 


` 
* 


` 890-616-5354 


DIAMOND CASE 
DESIGNS 


3910-F Prospect Ave., Yorba Linda, CA 92686 


INNOVATIONS 


CIRCLE:READER-SERVICE 43 DEALER LOCATOR CODE BCD 


Definitive Technology 


The Leader in High-Performance Loudspeakers 


Authorized Dealers 


AK- Alaska Audio: Juneau* Pyramid: Anchorage. . 
AL- Cohen's Electronics: Montgomery» Kincaid's TV: Tuscaloosa’ 
Likis Audio: Birmingham 
AR- Custom Audio Video: Little Rock. 
AZ- Jerry's Audio Video: Phoenix, Tucson. 
CA- Access to Music: pag Accurate A/V: S. Lake Tahoe 
Audio Concepts: Long Beach, San Gabriele Bay Area Audio: San Jose» 
Boots Camera: Fresno» Christopher Hansen: West LA» Coast Satellite: 
Atascadero, Santa Mariae Creative Stereo: Santa Barbara, Venturae 
David Rutledge Audio: Palm Deserte DB Audio: puni Digital Ear: 
Tustine Dow Stereo Video: San Diego & Suburbs, La Jolla, E 00. Chula 
Vista, Escondido» Larson's: Redding» Lee's Home Theater: Visalia 
Monterey Stereo: Monterey Pacific Coast A/V: Newport Beache Paradyme: 
Sacramento’ Performance Audio: _ i 
San Francisco» SpeakerCraft: Riversides Systems Design: Redondo Beache 
Videotek: Westminstere Westchester TV: Bakersfielde Wilson Home 
Theater: Woodland Hills. i i 
C0- Audio Visions: Grand Junctione Listen Up: Denver, Boulder, 
Colorado Springs» Soundtrak: Denver & Suburbs, Boulder, Ft. Collins, 
Colorado Springs. 8 
CT- Al Franklin's: Greenwiche Carston's Audio Video: Danbury 
Roberts Audio Video: New London. 
DC & Suburbs- Myer-Emco. — 
DE - Sound Studio: Newark, Wilmington. — 
FL- Absolute Sound: Winter Parke Audio Advisors: W. Palm Beache 
Audio Center: Deerfield Beache Audio Video Store: Tallahassees The 
Audiohouse: Vero Beache Cooper for Stereo: Clearwatere Hoyt Stereo: 
Jacksonvilles Palm Audio: Destine Sensuous Sound: Tampa’ Sound 
Components: Coral Gablese Sound Ideas: Gainesvilles Sound Insight: 
Ft. Pierce» Stereotypes: Daytona Beache Stuart A/V: Stuart. 
GA- Audio Warehouse: Savannah» Ken's Stereo Junction: Macon» 
Laser Disc Enterprises: Atlanta Merit TV: Columbus 
Stereo Connections: Valdostae Stereo Festival: Atlanta. 
HI- Audio Center: Honolulu, Waipahu. 35i | 
Ж Audio King: Cedar Rapids, Des Moines Audio Video Logic: Des 
Moines Audio Visions: Sioux Ls Archer Audio Video: Ft. Dodges 
Camera Corner: Davenporte Hawkeye A/V: lowa City, Waterloo. 
10- Ultimate Electronics: Воіѕе• Wise Buy: Idaho Falls. 
IL- United Audio Centers: Chicago & Suburbs» Camera Corner: 
Bloomingtone Cars & Stereos: Rockforde Good Vibes: Champaigne 
Jon's Home Center: Quincy Sound Forum: Crystal Lakes 
Select Sound: Napervilles Sundown A/V: —— 
IN- Classic Stereo: Ft. Wayne, Mishawaka’ Good Vibes: Lafayette» 
Kings Great Buys: Evansville» Ovation Audio: Clarksville, Indianapolis 
KS- Accent Sound: Overland Parke Advance Audio: Wichita» 
Audio Junction: Junction City, Manhattan. 
KY- Ovation Audio: Lexington, Louisville. 3 
LA- Alterman Audio: New Orleans, Metairie» Lake Charles Music: Lake 
Charlese Sound Advice: Baton Rouges Wright's Sound Gallery: Shreveport. 
MA- Cookin’: Chestnut Hill, Sauguse Goodwins Audio: Boston, _ 
Shrewsbury» Nantucket Sound: Hyannise Pittsfield Radio: Pittsfield. 
MD- Gramophone: Baltimore, Ellicott Citys Myer-Emco: Gaithersburg, 
Beltsville, Rockvilles Soundscape: Baltimore. 
ME- Cookin’: Portland. | | 
МІ- Pecar's: Detroit, Troy Classical Jazz: Hollands Classic Stereo: 
Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids» Stereo Center FRAV: Flinte 
Court St. Listening Room: Midland, Saginaw. 
MN- Audio King: Minneapolis & Suburbs, Rochester, St. Clouds 
Audio Designs: Winona. | | 
MO- Independence A/V: Independence» Reference Audio: Sedalia. 
Sound Central: St Louis — | 
MS- Ideal Acoustics: Starkvilles McLelland TV: Hattiesburge 
Players A/V: Ridgeland. j 
MT- Aspen Sound: Missoula. Avitel: Bozemane Car & Home Stereo 
Center: Billings» Rocky Mountain Hi Fi: Great Falls. — 
NC- Audio Video Systems: Charlottes Audio Visions: Wimingtone 
Now AudioVideo; Durham, Greensboro, Raleigh, Winston Saleme 
Audio Lab: Wilmingtone Tri City Elect.: Conover. 
NE- Custom Electronics: Omaha, Lincoln. 
NH- Cookin’: Nashua, Manchester, Newington, Salem, S. Nashua. 
NJ- Hal's Stereo: Trenton Monmouth Stereo: Shrewsbury» Sound 
Waves: Northfield’ Woodbridge Stereo: West Caldwell, Woodbridge. 
NM- Ultimate Elect.: Albuquerque Sound Ideas: Albuquerque. 
NV- Ultimate Elect.: Las Vegas Upper Ear: Las Vegas. 
NY- Audio — then A Manhasset Audio Den: Lake Groves Audio 
Expressions: Newburgh’ Audio Junction: Watertowne Clark Music: Albany, 
Syracuse» Stereo Exchange: Manhattan, Nanuet» Hart Elect.: Vestale 
Innovative Audio: Brooklyne Listening Room: Scarsdales Rowe Camera: 
Rochester Sound Mill: Mt. Kisco. Speaker pu Amherst, Buffalo. 
OH- Audio Craft: Akron, Cleveland, Mayfield Hts., Westlakee 
Audio Etc.: Dayton Classic Stereo: Lima‘ Paragon Sound: Toledo» 
Threshold Audio: Heath. 

K- Ultimate Electronics: Tulsa. K Labs Premium Audio: Tulsa» 

oto World: Bartlesville. 

OR- Bradford's HiFi: Eugenes Chelsea A/V: Portland, Beaverton 
Kelly's Home Center: Salem. Larson’s: Medford, Roseburg* 
Stereo Plant: Bend. 
PA- Audio Junction: Pittsburghe Gary's Elect.: State Colleges GNT Stereo: 
Lancastere Hart Electric: Blakely, Kingstone Hi Fi House: Abington, Broomall, 
Camp Hill, Harrisburg» Listening Post: Pittsburghe Palmer Audio: Allentowne 
Pro Audio: Bloomsburg’ Stereo Shoppe: Selinsgrove, Williamsporte Stereo- 
land: Natrona Heights* The Stereoshop: Greensburgs Studio One: Erie. 
RI- Stereo Discount Center: Providence. 
SC- A/V Design: Charleston Custom Theater & Audio: Myrtle Beache 
— АИИ: Columbia. eu 
SD- Audio ie Fallse Sound Pro: Rapid City. | 
TN- College Hi Fi: Chattanoogae Hi Fi Buys: Nashville Now Audio Video: 
Knoxvilles Modern Music: Memphise Sound Room: Johnson City. 
TX- Home Entertainment: Dallas, Houston, Plano» Audio Tech: 
Temple, Waco* Audio Video: College Stations Brock A/V: Beaumont 
Bunkley's Sd. Systems: Abilene Bjorn's: San Antonios Hig! Fidelity: 
Austins Krystal Clear: Dallase Marvin Electronics: Ft. Worthe Sound 
Quest: El Раѕо• Sound Systems: Amarillos Sound Towne: Texarkana. 
UT- Alpine Elect: Provo» AudioWorks: Salt Lake Citys Crazy Bob's: 
St. Georges Stokes Bros.: Logane Ultimate Elect.: Layton, Murray, 
Orem, Salt Lake City. — l 
VA- Audio Connection: Virginia Beache Audiotronics: Roanoke» 
Home Media Store: Richmonde Myer-Emco: Falls Church, Tyson's 
Corner, Fairfaxe Stereo Type: Charlottesville. 
VT- Audio Video Authority: S. Burlington. ~ 
WA- Aspen Sound: Spokane Definitive Audio: Bellevue, Seattles 
ы аз; Audio: Silverdalee Pacific Sight & Sound: Wenatchee 
Tin Ear: Kennewick. 
W.VA- Sound Post: Princeton. 
Wi- Audio Emporium: Milwaukee Absolute Sound & Vision: Sheboygan* 
Hi-Fi Heaven: Appleton, Green Bays Sound World: Wausau. 
Puerto Rico- Precision Audio: Rio Piedras. 
Canada- A & B Sound: А. Edmonton, Kelowna, Vancouver & 
Suburbs, Victorias Advance Electronics: Winnipege Bay Bloor Radio: 
Toronto Centre Audio Charest: Trois Віміегеѕ• CORA: Quebec Citys 
Digital Dynamics: Clearbrooke Great West Audio: Londons Kebecson: 
Montreal’ Lipton's: New Market Ontario Peak Audio: Halifaxe 
Sound Room: Vancouvere StereoLand: Windsor Treble Clef: Ottawa. 
Mexico- Contact Grupo Volumen: Mexico City. 








MASSACHUSETTS 





Cameras Inc. 

860 Massachusetts Ave. 
Arlington, MA 02174 
(617) 648-8111 


ACR, HAR, NHT, PAN, POL, PRS, 


SHA, SON, SNY, VEL, YAM 


Ensemble Audio Vision 
1060 Massachusetts Ave. 
Arlington, MA 02174 

(617) 648-4434 

DEN, KRE,M&K, MLN, MER, NIL, 


OMN, PAX, PDM, SHA, SON, THI, 


VID 


Goodwin's Audio 

870 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston, MA 02215 

(617) 734-8800 

ATL, ACR, ACT, B&W, DEF, HAL, 
KIN, KLI, KRE, MON, NIL, ONK, 
RSS, SHF, SNY 


Media Systems 

1 Design Center PI., Ste. 625 
Boston, MA 02210 

(617) 439-7004 


ADA, AMX, AES, B&W, BRY, CIT, 


CHP, ENE, EXT, JAM, JBL, KLI,, 
MAR, MCI, MLN, MSU, NEA, NIL, 
NHT, PAX, PHI, PIO, RAN, RUN, 
RSS, SNY, STS, STE, VEL 


Tweeter Etc. 

874 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston, MA 02215 

(617) 738-4411 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 


POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 


TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

Burlington Mall 

Burlington, MA 01803 

(617) 273-2200 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 


POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 


TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

102 Mt. Auburn St. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

(617) 492-4411 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 


POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 


TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

The Mall, Rt. 9 

Chestnut Hill, MA 02167 
(617) 964-4411 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 


POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 


TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

Dedham Plaza, Rt. 1 
Dedham, MA 02026 

(617) 329-7300 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

86 Worcester Rd., Rt. 9 
Framingham, MA 01701 

(508) 879-1500 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


DEALER LOCATOR 


Carfre Audio Video 
Systems, Inc. 

2100 Washington St. 
Hanover, MA 02339 

(617) 871-8004 

ATL, CRE, DAL, FAR, JAM, MAR, 
MLN, NIL, RAN, RUN, SHA, STE, 
VEL, VID, XLO 


Tweeter Etc. 

1810 Washington St. 
Hanover, MA 02339 

(617) 826-4411 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS. 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Tweeter Etc. 

Rt. 132, Capetown Mall 
Hyannis, MA 02601 

(508) 771-2400 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Sound & Music Inc. 

351 Pleasant St. 

Northampton, MA 01060 

(413) 584-9547 

ACT, AUD, DEN, JVC, KIM, KLI, 
KRE, MAD, MON, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PIO, RSS, SHA, STE, VAN, VEL, VID 


Tweeter Etc. 

30 Commerce Way, Rt. 6 
Seekonk, MA 02771 

(508) 336-3280 

DEN, KEN, KLI, MAD, MIR, MON, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


Goodwin's Audio 
196 Boston Turnpike 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
(508) 791-8200 


ATL, ACT, B&W, DEF, HAL, KIN, KLI, 


MON, NIL, ONK, RSS, SHF, SNY 


Audio/Video Design 

47 River Street 

Wellesley Hills, MA 02181 
(617) 237-8666 

AMX, ATL, ACR, ACT, AES, CIT, 
DAL, HAR, JAM, KIN, MER, MON, 
NEA, NIL, PAX, PAN, SHA, SOS, 
SUN, TRI, VEL, XLO, YAM 


MICHIGAN 


Babbage & Sons Systems 
9648 Reeck Rd. 

Allen Park, MI 48101 

(313) 386-3909 

AAL, CHP, CIT, DAL, DWI, EXT, 
HAR, JBL, JVC, MON, NIL, PAX, 
RAN, RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, STE, 
STS, TOS, XLO 


The Stereo Shoppe 

2335 W. Stadium Blvd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

(313) 663-3600 

AUD, B&W, CHP, KLI, MAR, MON, 
NIL, PHA, PAX, PAN, RSS, SHA, 
SNY, VEL YAM 


Gramophone 

1560 S. Woodward 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

(810) 642-9777 

B&O, CAR, DEN, FAR, HAR, LOV, 
MAD, MIR, MON, MSU, NIL, PAN, 
PAX, PIO, PLD, POL, RCA, STE, 
TER 


186 Home Theater /October 1996 


Almas Hi-Fi Stereo, Inc. 
15031 Michigan Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48126 

(313) 584-1860 

AUD, B&W, KLI, MAR, MLN, MCI 
M&K, MON, NIL, PAX, PDM, RSS, 
SNY, YAM 


Pecar’s Home Theater 
Center 

11201 Morang St. 

Detroit, М! 48224 

(313) 371-3460 

CHP, DEF, DEN, JVC, KEN, MCI, 


MON, NIL, OMN, PAX, PDM, SHA, 


SNY, SND, STS, STE, TOS, YAM 


Almas Hi-Fi Stereo, Inc. 
29325 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
(810) 553-4360 

AUD, B&W, KLI, MAR, MLN, MCI 
M&K, MON, NIL, PAX, PDM, RSS, 
SNY, YAM 


Classic Stereo & Video 
2968 E. 28th St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
(616) 957-2130 

AUD, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MAD, 
MCI, MON, MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, PRS, 


RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, SON, STE, 


STS, VEL, YAM 


Clearview Electronics 
3355 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Keego Harbor, MI 48320 
(810) 681-8509 

CHP, JAM, JVC, MON, NHT, NIL 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, SHA, 
SND, STU, TEC, YAM 


The Stereo Shoppe 
5301 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48911 

(517) 394-4370 


AUD, B&W, CHP, KLI, MAR, MON, 


NIL, PHA, PAX, PAN, RSS, SHA, 
SNY, VEL YAM 


American of Marquette 
U.S. Hwy 41 W. 

Marquette, MI 49855 

(906) 228-7100 

ACR, ACT,CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 


MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 


PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Contemporary Audio 
2325 Jolly Rd. 

Okemos, MI 48864 

(517) 347-1656 

B&O, CRE, DAL, ENE, MAR, MCI, 
MIR, MSU, PAX, RUN, SON, STS, 
TOS, VEL 


The Stereo Shoppe 
2359 W. Grand River Ave. 
Okemos, MI 48864 

(517) 347-1300 


AUD, B&W, CHP, KLI, MAR, MON, 


NIL, PHA, PAX, PAN, RSS, SHA, 
SNY, VEL, YAM 


Classic Stereo & Video 
6800 S. Westnedge, Ste. C 
Portage, MI 49002 

(616) 324-0665 

AUD, CHP, DEF, DEN, KLI, MAD, 
MCI, MON, MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, 
PHA, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, PRS, 


RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, SON, STE, 


STS, VEL, YAM 


Audio Video System 
3250 S. Rochester Rd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 
(810) 853-2170 

CHP, DAL, DEN, FAR, KLI, MIR, 
MON, NIL, ONK, PAN, PAX, PIO 
PET, POL, RAN, RUN, SOS, STS, 
VID 


Almas Hi-Fi Stereo, Inc. 
4354 Woodward Ave. 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

(810) 549-8090 

AUD, B&W, KLI, MAR, MLN, MCI 

M&K, MON, NIL, PAX, РОМ, RSS, 
SNY, YAM 


The Stereo Shoppe 

3053 Bay Plaza 

Saginaw, MI 48604 

(517) 792-2673 

AUD, B&W, CHP, KLI, MAR, MON, 
NIL, PHA, PAX, PAN, RSS, SHA, 
SNY, VEL YAM 


The Stereo Shoppe 

110 E. Front St. 

Traverse City, MI 49684 

(616) 946-1340 

AUD, B&W, CHP, KLI, MAR, MON 
NIL, PHA, PAX, PAN, RSS, SHA, 
SNY, VEL YAM 


Pecar’s Home Theater 
Center 

3732 Rochester Rd. 

Troy, MI 48083 

(810) 528-2710 

CHP, DEF, DEN, JVC, KEN, MCI 
MON, NIL, OMN, PAX, PDM, SHA, 
SNY, SND, STS, STE, TOS, YAM 


Court St. Listening Room 
1305 Court St. 

Saginaw, MI 48602 

(517) 792-3816 

AES, CHP, CAR, CRE, DAL, DEF, 
DEN, JVC, KIN, MCI, NIL, PAX, POL, 
RUN, SHA, SON, STE, STS, VEL 


MINNESOTA 


ProLine Entertainment 
Systems 

10250 Valley View Rd., 

Ste. 149 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

(612) 941-4048 

ADA, AMX, CIT, CHP, HIT, JBL, 
JVC, M&K, MSU, MON, MTX, NIL, 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SON, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM 


Master Media Systems 
7701 Cahill Road 

Edina, MN 55439 

(612) 941-0474 

AMX, AAL, ACT, BRY, CAR, CHP, 
CIT, DAL, EXT, FAR, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JBL, MAR, MTR, MON, NIL, 
NHT, PIO, PET, PRS, RAD, RCA, 
RUN, SON, STE, SUN, TOS, TRI 


Maury’s 

1424 Central Ave. N.E. 

E. Grand Forks, MN 56721 
(218) 773-2466 

CHP, DEN, HIT, MON, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PRS, RCA, SHA, SON, VEL 


Entertainment Designs 
275 Market St., Ste. 137 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 339-8616 

AMX, CHP, CRE, DAL, DEN, HAR, 
JBL, JVC, MCI, OMN, PAX, PIO, 
PET, PLD, RUN, SON, SNY, STE, 
STS, TOS, TRI, VEL 


Enhanced Systems 

3425 Hwy. 169 №. 

Plymouth, MN 55441 

(612) 593-1644 

AMX, AES, CHP, CRE, DAL, DEN, 
DWI, ENE, ESO, EXT, HAR, HIT 
INF, JVC, MON, MTX, NHT, NIL, 
PAN, PAX, RAN, STE, VID 





MISSOURI 





Sound Room 

1661 Clarkson Rd 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 

(314) 537-0404 

AES, B&O, CHP, DCD, ESO, INF, 
MBQ, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PET, 
PIO, PLD, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TOS, VEL, VID, YAM 


Colony Home 
Entertainment Center 
1570 E. Battlefield 

Springfield, MO 65804 

(417) 881-1616 

AUD, ‚МАХ, MSU, NHT, PHI, RCA, 
SNY, YAM 


Greystokes Lifestyle 
Entertainment 

3045-M E. Chestnut Exp. 
Springfield, MO 65802 

(417) 864-4447 

AVA, ATL, CHP, FAR, HIT, JBL, 
MSU, M&K, MON, MTX, NIL, ONK, 
PAX, PDM, PIO, PET, RAN, RFL, 
SON, SNY, STE, TOS, VEL, VID, 
YAM 


Springfield Central 
Systems 

4235 S. Charleston 
Springfield, MO 65804 

(417) 887-9558 

AVA, B&W, CHP, CRE, DWI, HAR, 


HIT, INF, JAM, MAR, MCI, NIL, PAX, 


PAN, PIO, RSS, RUN, STE, STU 
Hi-Fi Fo-Fum 

1155 Big Bend Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63117 

(314) 647-3606 


B&0, DEN, KLI, MSU, PDM, PAN, 
PRS, RFL, SHA, SON, YAM 


St. Louis Sound 

1341 S. Lindbergh Blvd 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

(314) 993-0002 

CRE, DAL, DEN, JVC, MCI, MIR, 
NHT, ONK, PAX, PAN, RUN, SHF, 
STE, TAR, THI 


The Speaker & 

Stereo Store 

10260 Manchester 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

(314) 822-9494 

ACR, ATL, INF, KEN, MTX, NIL, 
ONK, PAX, SHF, SND, SNY 


MONTANA 


Thirsty Ear 

9 E. Main St. 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

(406) 586-8578 

AUD, DEN, KIM, KRE, MLN, MON, 
NEA, PAX, POL, SHA, STE, SON, 
VAN, VEL 


Rocky Mountain Hi-Fi 
812 Central Ave 

Great Falls, MT 59041 

(406) 761-8691 

ACT, B&W, DEF, DEN, KIM, KLI, 
MCI, MON, NIL, PAX, POL, SON, 
SNY, VEL 


NEBRASKA 





American Electronics 
Trade Center 

5815 S. 58th St. 

Lincoln, NE 68516 

(402) 421-1222 

AVA, CHP, CIT, DAL, FAR, HAR, 
HIT, KEN, PAX, PAN, PRS, RCA 
RAN, VID 


Custom Electronics 
5601 “О” Street 

Lincoln, NE 68510 

(402) 486-3311 

B&W, DEF, DEN, MCI, MON, NIL 
OMN, PIO, PAN, PAX, RAN, SHA 
THI, TOS, VEL, WWR, YAM 


American Electronics 
4760 S. 135th St. 

Omaha, NE 68137 

(402) 895-1800 

AVA, CHP, CIT, DAL, FAR, HAR 
HIT, KEN, PAX, PAN, PRS, RCA 
RAN, VID 


Custom Electronics 
7511 Pacific St. 

Omaha, NE 68114 

(402) 397-4434 

B&W, DEF, DEN, MCI, MON, NIL 
OMN, PIO, PAN, PAX, RAN, SHA 
THI, TOS, VEL, WWR, YAM 


Nebraska Furniture Mart 
700 S. 72nd 

Omaha, NE 68114 

(402) 255-3614 

CAR, CWV, ESO, HAR, INF, JBL 
JVC, KEN, MAX, MSU, NIL, OMN 
PAN, PHI, PIO, POL, RCA, SAM 
SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


NEVADA 


Don Calley Image 

& Sound 

3021 S. Valley View, Ste. 103 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

(702) 876-8944 

ACR, AMX, AUD, BRY, CHP, DAL 
DEN, INF, JAM, MAD, MIR, MSU 
MON, MTX, NEA, PAX, PHI, PIO 
RAN, RCA, RUN, STE, TOS, TRI 
VEL, XLO 


Ultimate Electronics 

741 S. Rainbow Blvd 

Las Vegas, NV 89128 

(702) 258-8800 

AAL, B&O, ‚DEF, INF, IMA, JBL 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Ultimate Electronics 
2555 E. Tropicana Ave. 

Las Vegas, NV 89121 

(702) 456-8800 

AAL, B&O, ,DEF, INF, IMA, JBL 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Upper Ear 

3900 W. Charleston Street 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

(702) 878-8212 

AUD, B&O, CIT, DEF, KLI, MAR, 
MLN, NIL, PAX, PHA, PHI, VID 


NEW HAMPSHIRE | 


Audiolink 

337 Rt. 101 

Bedford, NH 03110 

(603) 472-4434 

B&O, DEN, JAM, MAR, MBQ, MIR 
M&K, MON, OMN, PHI, SON, STE, 
SUN 


Cookin’ 

1500 S. Willow St. 
Manchester, NH 03032 

(603) 627-4600 

ATL, B&O, B&W, DEF, FAR, JVC 
KEN, KLI, MON, MSU, NIL, PAX 
PIO, PHA, RCA, SNY, SUN, VEL 
VID, YAM 


State — Discount 


Route 

РЦ NH 03801 

603) 436-7047 

JVC, MAR, MSU, M&K, NHT, NIL 
POL, PRS, РОМ, RCA, SNY, TOS 
NEW JERSEY 


Hi-Fi Sales Audio/Video 
764 Cuthbert Bivd 

Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 

(609) 486-7600 

AAL. B&W. CAR. CHP. CRE KEN 
MCI, MSU, NIL, PAX, PDM, PIO 
RAD, RCA, RUN, SHA, SND, SNY 
SON, SUN, VEL, VID, YAM 


Professional Video 

and Sound 

264 Route 202/31 

Flemington, NJ 08822 
(800) 876-HIFI 

B&W, DEN, DEF, HAR, INF, JVC 
MAR, MON, NHT, NIL, OMN, ONK 
RSS, SHR, STS, SUN, VID 


Freehold Stereo Video 
3585 Route 9 North 

Shop Rite Plaza 

Freehold, NJ 07728 

(908) 866-9500 

ATL, KIN, DEN, HAR, JVC, NEA 
NHT, PHI, PIO, RCA, SNY, TAR 


Hal’s Stereo & Video 
2540 US Hwy. 1 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
(609) 883-6338 
AUD, CAL,CHP, DEF, KLI, MAR 
MLN, MSU, MON, POL, SNY, THI 
VEL, VID, YAM, ZEN 
Harvey Electronics 
556 Rt. 17 N. 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
(201) 652-2882 
AAL, ACT, ,B&O, CRE, DEN, INF 
JAM, JBL. MAR, MCI, MER, MON 
MTR, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 
Stuart's Audio Video 
544 North Ave. E. 
ius agas NJ 07090 

2-0483 
* B&W, CHP, CRE, DEN 
ЛАО, MAR, MLN, M&K, MSU 
NI OMN, PAX, PHA, POL 
RA М, SNY, STE, THE, THI, TRI, VID 


Tewksbury Audio 

& Video 

202 Main Street 

Whitehouse, NJ 08889 

908) 534-0354 

HAR, HIT, IMA, INF, JBL, JVC 
KEN, M&K, MSU, MON, NIL, NHT 
ONK, PAN, PAX, PDM, PIO, PLD 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SHR, SON, SNY 
STE, SUN, TOS, TRI, YAM, ZEN 


Woodbridge Stereo 

751 Amboy Ave 

Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

908) 636-7777 

AES, ANG, ACT, AUD, B&O, BRY 

CRE, DAL, DEF, DWI, INF, JVC 

EN KIN, MAR, MCI, MER, MIR 
ON, NEA, NIL, OMN, PAN, PET 

PO RAN, RUN, SNY, SND, STE, 

THE, VEL, YAM 


NEW MEXICO 


Hudson's Audio 

7611 Menaul Blvd. N.E 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505) 296-6978 

AUD, B&W, DEN, ESO, KRE, NIL 
SUN, TER 


AT 


| M 


Sound Ideas 

1624 Eubank Blvd. N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

(505) 292-1188 

ADA, B&O, BRY, CHP, DAL, DEF 
KIM, KLI, MON, MIR, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PET, PIO, SON, 
SNY, SND, STE, TRI, VID 


Ultimate Electronics 
3821 Menaul Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 

(505) 884-3005 

AAL, B&O, „СЕЕ, INF, IMA, JBL, 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


NEW YORK 





Speaker Shop 

3604 Main St. 

Amherst, NY 14226 

(716) 837-1557 

AUD, B&O, B&W, DAL, DEF, ESO, 


KLI, MLN, MON, NIL, PIO, POL, SHA, 


SHF, SNY, SOS, THE 


Bri-Tech A/V 

3900 Veterans Hwy. 

Bohemia, NY 11716 

(516) 467-2528 

B&O, B&W, CAR, CHP, NEA, ONK 
PAX, PIO, RSS, RUN, SHA, SND, 
SNY, STE, TAR, VEL, YAM 


Eagle Audio Video 

5005 13th Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 

(718) 438-4401 

ATL, ACT, B&W, CAR, CRE, DAL, 
DEN, HAR, HIT, INF, JVC, KLI, 
MER, MSU, MON, NHT, NIL, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PDM, SHA, SON, SNY, 
STE, TAR, TOS, VEL, VID, XLO 
YAM, ZEN 


Ambiance Unlimited Inc. 
1650 Route 9 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 

(800) 694-0770 

AMX, ATL, AUD, CHP, CHE, CIT, 
DAL, EXT, MAR, MLN, MCI, NIL, 
RAN, RUN, SON, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID 


Select Sound 

6314 Northern Bivd 

East Norwich-Oyster Bay, 

NY 11732 

(516) 624-2124 

ADA, AES, B&W, CHP, CRE, DAL, 
KRE, MER, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, 
PIO, PLD, RSS, RUN, STE, STS 
VEL, VID, WWR 


Total Media Systems 

50 Schmitt Blvd. 

Farmingdale, NY 11735 

(516) 777-7058 

AAL, ATL, AUD, DAL, DWI, HAR, 
NHT, PRS, RCA, RUN, SUN, SNY 
STS, VEL, XLO 


Sound Effects 

400 Northern Blvd 

Great Neck, NY 11021 

(516) 466-4434 

CAR, DEN, JBL, MBQ, MON, PDM, 
RUN, SON, SUN, STS, YAM 


Audio Den 

2845 Middle Country 

Lake Grove, NY 11755 

(516) 585-5600 

ANG, AUD, B&W, CRE, DEF, JVC 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MIR, MON, NEA 

NIL, OMN, PAX, PDM, PIO, RSS 
SON, STE, TAR, THE, TRI, VEL 

VID, YAM 


Bang & Olufsen 


Alabama 


Arizona 
California 


Colorado 


Connecticut 


Florida 


Georgia 
Hawaii 
lowa 


illinois 


ае ГЕТЕ 
Капѕаѕ 
Maryland 


Massachusetts 6 


Michigan 


Minnesota 
Missouri 


Nebraska 
Nevada 


New Hamshire 
New Jersey 


New Mexico 
New York 


North Carolina 
Ohio 


Oregon 


Pennsylvanina 


South Carolina 
Tennessee 


Texas 


Utah 
Washington 


Wisconsin 


Porto Rico 
St.Maarten 


Dealer 


205.328.4434 
205.830 5020 
602.955.880( 
310.247.778 
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List 1996 


Likis Audio 

Palm Audio Video 

Buzz Jensen’s Sound Advice 
Bang & Olufsen Beverly Hills 
Bang & Olufsen San Francisco 
Supervision 

V.Frederick International 
World of Sound 

Bang & Olufsen Palo Alto 
Audio Concepts 

Audio Den 

Creative Stereo 

Hollytron 

Hometronics 

House of Music 

House of Natural Sound 
Pacific Coast Audio Video 
Shelley's Stereo Video Center 
Breier Sound Center 
Monterey Stereo 

Sound Company 

Bang & Olufsen Denver 
Listen Up, Inc. 

Ultimate Electronics/Sound Track 
Bang & Olufsen Stamford 
Al Franklin's Musical World 
Architectural Audio 

Best Distributors 

Elite Home Theater & Sound 
House of Stereo 

Sound Advice, Inc. 

Audio Video Gallery 

Palm Audio Video 

House of Hi Fidelity 

Bang & Olufsen Atlanta 
Hololulu Audio Video 
Audio Labs, Inc. 

Planet Audio 

Bang & Olufsen Chicago 
Audio Consultants 
Columbia Audio Video 
Sound & Vision 

United Audio Centers 
Sound Pro, Inc. 

Accent Sound 
Gramophone Limited 

Myer - Emco 

Audio Center, Inc. 

Bang & Olufsen Boston 
The Music Store 

Natural Sound, Inc. 
Tweeter, etc. 

Audio Video Showcase 
Buday’s Sound Advice 
Classic Stereo 

The Gramophone 

Audio King Corporation 

Hi Fi Fo Fum 

The Sound Room 

Home Theater Store 

The Upper Ear, Inc. 

Cookin 

Bang & Olufsen Short Hills 
Harvey Electronics 

Sound City, Inc. 

Sound Waves 

Woodbridge Stereo 

Sound Ideas, Inc. 

Bang & Olufsen New York 
Harmony House 1! 
Innovative Audio 

Lyric Hi Fi 

Bri - Tech Audio Video, Inc. 
Clark Music Company 

Park Avenue Audio 

The Sound Concept 
Speaker Shop, Inc. 

Audio Advice, Inc. 

Audio Arts Company 
Audio Craft Company 
Chelsea Audio Video 
England Audio, Inc. 

Robert M. Sides, Inc. 
Better Sound Concepts 
The Listening Post 
American Audio 

Audio Video Architects 
Modern Music Audio & Video 
Nicholson’s Hi Fi 

Bjorn’s Audio Video 

Home Entertainment 

Laser Sound 

Marvin Electronics Company 
Standard Audio 

Bang & Olufsen Seattle 
Magnolia Hi Fi 

Flanner’s Audio & Video, Inc. 
The Happy Medium 

Sound World 

Precision Audio & Home Ent. 
Boolchands! 








watch | 
and 
control 


/ your 


satellite 
from 

any 

TV iN 

your home 








The ChannelPlus* Model 3024 is exactly 
what you need. This product lets you 
enjoy two video products 
plus your cable or antenna 
on up to five televisions. 
Also available is the 
Infrared Remote Repeater 
System which controls 
your video equipment 
from any location. 





Free Catalog #602 
800-999-5225 


e 


em | 2 
— “as “ape (8) 
un i mo 

- M RU ы а са 


“ - i жы: 


FOR MULTI-ROOM ENTERTAINMENT 





multiplex’ 


technology, inc. 
3001 Enterprise Street Brea CA 92821-6213 USA 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE 159 





Audio Breakthroughs 
1534 Northern Blvd. 
Manhasset, NY 11030 

(516) 627-7333 

AAL, AUD, B&O, CHP, CIT, DEF, 
DEN, ENE, FAR, HAR, HIT, JVC, 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PIO, PET, RCA, 
SHA, SHF, SPI, SND, SON, STE, 
SUN, VID 


Harvey Electronics 

119 W. 57th St. 

Between 6th and 7th 
Manhattan, NY 10019 

(212) 489-0800 

AAL, ACT, ,B&O, CRE, DEN, INF, 
JAM, JBL, MAR, MCI, MER, MON, 
MTR, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 


The Media Room 

222 Main Street 

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 

(914) 244-3570 

ATL, ACT, ADA, AUD, ENE, HAR, 
IMA, JBL, JVC, MON, NIL, OMN, 
ONK, PAX, PIO, RCA, SHA, SOS, 
STE, STS, TRI, TOS 


Stereo Exchange 

148 E. Rt. 59 

Nanuet, NY 10954 

(914) 623-3333 

AVA, ATL, AUD, B&W, BRY, CHP, 
CAR, DEF, DEN, DWI, FAR, HAL, 
INF, KIM, MAD, MIR, MON, MSU, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PLD, SHA, 
SON, SNY, STE, SUN, VID, YAM 


Harvey Electronics 

2 W. 45th St. 

New York, NY 10036 

(212) 575-5000 

AAL, ACT, ,B&O, CRE, DEN, INF, 
JAM, JBL, MAR, MCI, MER, MON, 
MTR, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 


Harvey Electronics 

888 Broadway 

New York, NY 10003 

(212) 228-5354 

AAL, ACT, ,B&O, CRE, DEN, INF, 
JAM, JBL, MAR, MCI, MER, MON, 
MTR, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 


Sound By Singer 

18 E.16th St. 

New York, NY 10003 

(212) 924-8600 

ADA, AMX, ATL, B&W, CRE, HAL, 
KRE, MAD, MLN, MON, NIL, PIO, 

PLD, RUN, SON, STE, VEL, WWR 


Stereo Exchange 
627 Broadway 
New York, NY 10012 
(800) 833-0071 


AAL, AUD, B&W, BRY, CAR, DAL, 
DEF, DEN, DWI, HAL, INF, KIM, 


LOV, MAD, MBQ, MER, MIR, MON, 


MSU, OMN, PAN, PAX, PIO, RSS, 
SHA, SHF, SON, SNY, STE, SUN, 
VID, YAM 


The Sound Concept 
2314 Monroe Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14618 

(716) 442-6050 

ATL, AUD, B&O, CHI, KIN, LOV, 
MER, MON, NIL, PIO, SON, STE, 
THE, THI, TOS, VID 
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DEALER LOCATOR 


Audio Command 
Systems, Inc. 

46 Merrick Road 

Rockville, NY 11570 

(516) 766-5055 

AMX, B&W, BRY, CAR, CRE, DAL, 
DEN, EXT, JBL, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
ONK, PAN, PIO, PRS, RAN, RUN, 
SHA, SON, SNY, SND, STE, VEL 


Innerspace Electronics 
179 Summerfield St. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 

(914) 725-4614 

AES, AMX, CAR, CHP, DAL, DEN, 
DWI, FAR, HAR, JBL, MAR, MCI, 
MSU, OMN, PAN, PAX, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, SHA, SON, SNY, SOS, STE, 
THI, VEL, VID 


The Listening Room Inc. 
590 Central Park Ave. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 

(914) 472-4558 

ARC, AAL, ATL, ACT, ANG, ,CHP, 
CIT, CRE, DEF, ESO, JVC, KRE, 
MAR, MCI, MSU, NEA, NIL, OMN, 
PAX, PIO, PRS, RSS, RUN, SHA, 
SHF, STE, SON, THE, THI, VEL, 
WWR 


Clark Music 

2922 Erie Blvd. E. 

Syracuse, NY 13224 

(315) 446-7020 

ATL, AUD, B&O, DAL, DEF, DEN, 
DWI, MBQ, MCI, MER, NIL, 
OMN,.PAX, POL, RUN, SON, STS, 
TOS, VEL, VID 


Harvey Electronics 

485 Old Country Rd. 
Westbury, NY 11590 

(516) 334-3443 

AAL, ACT, ,B&O, CRE, DEN, INF, 
JAM, JBL, MAR, MCI, MER, MON, 
MTR, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, 
PIO, RCA, RUN, SHA, SNY, STE, 
STS, VEL 

Lyric Hi-Fi Inc. 

146 E. Post Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10601 

(914) 949-7500 

ATL, B&O, B&W, BRY, CAR, DAL, 
DWI, MAD, M&K, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PIO, PLD, RUN, SHF, SON, STE. 
SUN, TRI, VAN 


Audio Video Systems Inc. 
275 Hillside Ave. 

Williston Park, NY 11596 

(516) 739-1010 

ADA, CHP, CRE, DEN, HAR, INF, 
JBL, JVC, MAD, MAR, MBQ, MCI, 
MSU, MON, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAX, 
PAN, PIO, PET, RSS, SHA, SON, 
STS, STE, TRI, VEL, VID, YAM 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Audio Video Systems 
4646 E. Independence Blvd. 
Charlotte, NC 28212 

(704) 535-6868 

DEF, KEN, KLI, MIR, MON, MSU, 
NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
STS, YAM 


Innovative Systems, Inc. 
9301 Monroe Rd., Ste. A 
Charlotte, NC 28270 

(704) 847-7708 

CAR, CHP, CRE, DAL, ESO, JBL, 
KEN, KIN, MSU, NHT, ONK, PAN, 
PIO, PET, RAN, SHA, SON, SNY, 
SOS, STE, STS 
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Premier Audio Video 
8514 Park Rd. 

Charlotte, NC 28210 
(704) 554-8300 


B&W, M&K, ONK, PAN, PDM, SHA, 


TOS 


Sound Systems 

5833 E. Independence Blvd. 
Charlotte, NC 28212 

(704) 568-3333 

ACR, DEN, HIT, MAR, MCI, OMN 
PAN, PIO, PET, RFL, RUN, SNY 
SND, STS, TOS, VEL 


Audio Visions 

4600 Chapel Hill Blvd. 
Durham, NC 27707 

(919) 493-8888 

ATL, DEN, KIM, MLN, MCI, NHT, 
NIL, PAX, PDM, PIO, SNY 


Sound Systems 

111 S, McPherson Church Rd. 
Fayetteville, NC 29303 

(910) 868-1111 

ACR, DEN, HIT, MAR, MCI, OMN, 
PAN, PIO, PET, RFL, RUN, SNY 
SND, STS, TOS, VEL 


Sound Systems 

2148 Lawndale Shopping Ctr. 
Greensboro, NC 27408 

(910) 273-5577 

ACR, DEN, HIT, MAR, MCI, OMN, 
PAN, PIO, PET, RFL, RUN, SNY 

SND, STS, TOS, VEL 


Audio Advice 

6701-101 Glenwood Ave. 
Raleigh, NC 27612 

(919) 881-2005 

AUD, AES, B&O, BRY, B&W, CHP, 
DEN, FAR, MAR, MAD, MIR, NIL, 
PAX, PIO, RUN, SHF, SNY, STE, 
VEL 


NOW! Audio Video 

7105 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC 27612 

(919) 782-4111 

DEF, KEN, KIN, KLI, MBQ, M&K, 

MON, MSU, MTX, NIL, PAX, PAN, 
PIO, PLD, POL, RCA, SHA, SNY, 
SUN, YAM 


Audio Spectrum 

107 Back Forty Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC 27127 
(910) 650-1888 

CHP, MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, RAN, 
RUN, SOS, STE, TOS 


Platinum Audio 

133 Jonestown Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 
(910) 765-1949 


AUD, B&W, KRE, MAR, MER, NIL, 
PDM, PIO, STE, THE, VID, XLO 


NORTH DAKOTA 








Eggers Audio Video 
116 W. Main St. 

Bismark, ND 58501 

(701) 223-2060 

ATL, KLI, LOV, MON, MSU, SHA, 
VEL 


Team Electronics 

2600 Demers Ave. 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

(701) 746-4476 

ACT, KEN, KLI, MON, MTX, PDM, 
SNY, YAM 


OHIO 


Audio Craft 

25 Ghent Road 
Akron-Fairlawn, OH 44333 
(330) 867-7771 

B&O, CRE, DAL, DCD, DEF, DEN, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NEA, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PAN, PHA, POL, 
RUN, SNY, SND, STS, YAM 


Audio Corner, Inc. 

4754 Dressler Rd. NW 
Canton, OH 44718 

(216) 493-5770 

B&W, CHP, DEN, INF, KEN, MSU, 
MON, NHT, PIO, SHA, SNY, VID 


Audible Elegance 

9464 Montgomery Rd. 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 

(513) 793-3737 

ANG, AUD, B&W, BRY, DEN, KLI, 
MLN, NIL, OMN, PAN, PIO, RUN, STE, 
THE, THI, VEL, VID, WWR 


Audio Craft 

3915 Carnegie Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44115 

(216) 431-7300 

B&O, CRE, DAL, DCD, DEF, DEN, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NEA, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PAN, PHA, POL, 
RUN, SNY, SND, STS, YAM 


Progressive Audio 

1764 М. High St. 

Columbus, OH 43201 

(614) 299-0565 

AUD, B&W, DAL, DEN, JVC, KLI, 
KRE, MON, NHT, NIL, PIO, PLD, 
SHA, STE, THE, THI, VAN, VEL, 
YAM 


Audio Encounters 

4271 W. Dublin-Granville Rd. 
Dublin, OH 43017 

(614) 766-4434 

B&W, BRY, СНР, DAL, DEN, JVC, 
LOV, MAD, MLN, MCI, MON, NIL, 
PAX, PDM, RAD, RSS, RUN, SHF, 
SND, SON, SOS, STE, TOS, VEL, 
VID, WWR, YAM 


Incredible Universe 
3599 Park Mill Run Rd. 
Hilliard, OH 43026 

(614) 529-5800 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, SHA, 
SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Classic Stereo 

1391 N. Cable Rd. 

Lima, OH 45805 

(419) 228-9422 

ACR, CHP, DAL, DEF, DEN, FAR, 
KEN, KLI, MSU, M&K, MON, MTX, 
NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, 
RUN, SHA, SND, SON, SNY, TOS 


Audio Craft 

6040 Mayfield Road 

Mayfield Hts., OH 44124 
(216) 449-6040 

B&O, CRE, DAL, DCD, DEF, DEN, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NEA, 
NIL, OMN, PAX, PAN, PHA, POL, 
RUN, SNY, SND, STS, YAM 


Mentor TV 

7516 Mentor Ave. 

Mentor, OH 44060 

(216) 942-4132 

CAR, CHP, DCD, INF, JBL, M&K, 
MSU, MON, MTX, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PAN, SNY, TOS 
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“CEDIA Regional Education is my chance to 
learn about new products and technology." 


ith over ten vears in the Cus- 

tom Audio/Video industrv, 

Michael Harrington turns to 
CEDIA Regional Education for the latest 
information. "The classes are verv infor- 
mative, and they give me the opportu- 
nity to check out a manufacturer.” 

Ken Erdmann, President of the custom 
installation company, Erdmann Group, 
Ine., joins Michael in his praise of the 
CEDIA programs. “Regional education 
provides more time with manufacturers 
than other venues . . . I find it to be an 
invaluable resource.” 

Perhaps that is why so many manu- 
facturers offer product training at the 
CEDIA regionals. Eric Johnson, Product/ 
Training Manager tor Niles, sums up the 
feelings of many companies. "We've been 
participating in the CEDIA Regional Edu- 
cation classes since their inception and 


find them to been an indispensable part 


of our training program. They give us the 
opportunity to interact directly with the 
best designer/installers in the nation.” 
It's no surprise then, that CEDIA Re- 
sional Education continues to grow in 


popularity vear after vear. 


New for 1997 
In 1997, CEDLA will unveil two all-new 
core seminars that are already causing 


excitement in the industry: 


eIntroduction to Home THX and Home 
Theatre Acousties — Members of the 
Lucasfilms/TIIX Training Staff, includ- 
ine Rob Kistner, Martin Dew, and Paul 
Matwiv will diseuss new trends and how 


THX works with the new digital formats. 


* Video Essentials — Joe Kane of the Im- 
aging Science Foundation will show vou 
how to use the Video Essentials program 
to elose new eustomers and keep exist- 


ing clients. 
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Add these two programs to the many 
manufacturer seminars being offered, 
and voull know why Michael, Ken and 
Erie are such tans of CEDIA Regional 


Education. 


Call CEDIA today at 1-800-669- 
5329 for details about the Regional 


Education program closest to you. 


1997 CEDIA Regional 
Education Program Schedule 
February 16-17 
Newark/Northern New Jersey Area, 
Radisson Hotel — Newark Airport 
March 9-10 
Seattle, Red Lion Hotel- 


Seattle Airport 


March 23-24 


Cincinnati, Holiday Inn- 


Cincinnati Airport 





Order Your Copy Today... 
Before It Blows You By! 






and Other Top £&5e7D5£ titles... 






Eraser * Fear * The Craft * Speed 
Beatles Anthology * Flipper * Primal Fear 
Fargo * The Arrival * The Quest 
A Thin Line Between Love And Hate 


Mention this Ad and get 10- 2096 off the 
Suggested Retail Price on the Titles listed above, 
(This Offer expires 11/30/1996) 

Call for your FREE Laserdisc Catalog! 

Thousands of movies... 
All, at least, 10% OFF S.R.P.! 



















Delivery Only $3.75 per 
Order in 
Continental U.S. (1 or 100 
discs - you pay only $3.75!) 
Orders can include “Pre- 
orders & Back-orders!” 
U.S. & Canadian destina- 
tions only. Some titles 
not available for 
Canadian shipment. 
No “walk- ins.” 






Only $3.75 
per Order NOT 
per Disc! 







Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 
1925 E Dominguez St 


" Long Beach, CA 90810 


(800) 801-DISC(3472) 
0150 FAN CLUE 






Fax (310) 952-3000 
Open Monday-Friday 








Hundreds of titles of Karaoke and Japanese 
Animation also available. 


Call for your FREE Catalogs! 
Mention Source Code: HT106 


Visit our Web Site: http://www.lvd.com 

















CIRCLE READER SERVICE 130 





Jamiesons' Stereo 
5431 Monroe Street 
Toledo, OH 43623 

(419) 882-2571 

KLI, MCI, NEA, NHT, NIL, PDM 
PIO, SHA, SNY, VID 


Paragon Sound 

5450 Monroe St. 

Toledo, OH 43623 

(800) 873-6873 

ATL, ACR, ACT, B&O, CHP, DEF, 
JVC, KEN, LOV, MAR, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PHI, RUN, SHA, SON, 
STS, STU, THI, VEL 


Toledo Home Theater 
5115 Louis Ave. 

Toledo, OH 43612 

(419) 476-6006 

CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, MON, NIL, 
PIO, RCA, SNY, VID, ZEN 


Audio Craft 

25575 Center Ridge Road 
Westlake, OH 44145 

(216) 871-7200 

B&O, CRE, DAL, DCD, DEF, DEN, E 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NEA, £ 
NIL, OMN, РАХ, PAN, PHA, POL, © 
RUN, SNY, SND, STS, YAM = 


Contemporary Sound 
10327 N. May Ave. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73120 
(405) 755-0795 

MAD, MCI, MAR, M&K, MSU, NIL, — | 
PAX, PIO, PLD, RFL, SHF, STE,STS, | 
VID, YAM 


K-Labs Premium Audio 
4715 East 41st St. 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

(918) 665-1113 

AES, CHP, DEF, DEN, FAR, MAR, 
MCI, MON, NIL, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
SHF, STE. THE, THI, TOS, VAN, 
VEL, VID 


OREGON 


Chelsea Audio 

3700 S.W. Hall Blvd. 

Beaverton, OR 97005 

(503) 641-3533 

ACT, B&O, B&W, CHP, DAL, DEF, © 
DWI, MAD, MAR, MON, MSU, NIL, = 
PAX, PHA, RSS, RUN, SHA, SON, 
SNY, STE, THE, THI, VEL, YAM 
Magnolia Hi-Fi 

11975 SW Canyon Rd. 
Beaverton, OR 97005 

(503) 643-4164 

ACT, AUD, ,B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM | 
Magnolia Hi-Fi E 
8416 SE Sunnyside Es 
Clackamas, OR 97015 ii 
(503) 653-1280 

ACT, AUD, ,B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 

KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 

MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 

POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 

STE, VID, YAM 


Chelsea Audio 

935 S.W. Washington "| 
Portland, OR 97205 8j 
(503) 226-3533 i 
ACT, B&O, B&W, CHP, DAL, DEF, 

DWI, MAD, MAR, MON, MSU, NIL, = 
РАХ, PHA, RSS, RUN, SHA, SON, © 
SNY, STE, THE, THI, VEL, YAM Y 
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DEALER LOCATOR 


Fred’s Sound of 

Music, Inc. 

3760 SE Hawthorne Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97214 

(503) 234-5341 

AAL, AUD, CAR, CHP, CIT, CTP, 
DAL, DEN, MAR, M&K, MON, NIL, 
PAX, PDM, RUN, SNY, SON, 


Audio Video 
Environments 

19350 SW Boone's Ferry Rd. 
Tualatin, OR 97062 

(503) 691-6025 

ATL, CRE, DAL, DWI, HIT, JVC, KIM, 
MTX, MSU, MON, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
RAN, RCA, RUN, SOS, STE, TRI 


Incredible Universe 
29400 SW Town Center Loop 
Wilsonville, OR 97070 

(503) 682-8100 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, SHA, SHR, 
SNY, YAM, ZEN 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Hi-Fi House of Broomall 
1001 Sussex Blvd. 

Broomall, PA 19008 

(610) 544-4671 

ADA, AUD, ‚B&W, BRY, CHP, CRE, 
DAL, DEF, HAR, INF, JBL, KEN, 
MON, MSU, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PDM, PIO, PET, PLD, 
RFL, SHA, SND, SON, SNY, 5ТЕ, 
VEL 


The Stereo Trading Outlet 
320 Old York Rd. 

Jenkintown, PA 19046 

(215) 886-1650 

AUD, MAR, MAX, NHT, NIL, PAX, 
PDM, PHI, SUN, TER 


Bryn Mawr Stereo 

502 N. Oxford Valley Rd. 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

(215) 750-6506 

AMX, ATL, B&O, DEN, FAR, HIT, 
KEN, KLI, MIR, MON, MSU, MTX, 
NIL, PAX, PAN, PHI, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, TOS, 
VEL, YAM 


World Wide Stereo 

754 Rt. 309 

Montgomeryville, PA 18936 
(215) 368-8343 

AUD, ,CAR, DAL, DEN, ENE, HIT, 
INF, JVC, KEN, MBQ, NIL, ONK, 
PDM, PAX, RAN, RCA, RFL, SHA, 
SNY, STS, STE 


Audio Junction 

2967 West Liberty Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 

(412) 563-4747 

B&W, DAL, DEN, DEF, MON, NIL, 
JVC, LOV, PIO, PAX, RCA, RSS, 
RUN, SHA, SNY, VEL, YAM 


Dynatek Audio/Video and 
Home Cinema 

1390 Industrial Blvd. 
Southampton, PA 18966 

(215) 396-8288 

ATL, AAL, JAM, LOV, M&K, MAR, 
NHT, PAX, PAN, PIO, TAR, TOS, 
XLO 


Soundex 

1100 Easton Road 
Willow Grove, PA 19090 
(215) 659-8815 


AAL, AUD, CRE, FAR, KRE, MLN, 
MIR, NIL, ONK, PIO, TAR, VID 
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Tweeter Etc. 

21 Universal Blvd. 

Warwick, RI 02886 

(401) 821-7600 © 
DEN, КЕМ, KLI, MAD, MIR, МОМ | 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, STS, 
TRI, VID, YAM 


SOUTH CAROLINA | 


American Audio 

101 Verdae Blvd. 

Greenville, SC 26907 

(803) 288-4293 

B&O, B&W, DEN, KLI, MAD, M&K, 
MON, NIL, ONK, PAX, PDM, PIO, 
POL, RSS, TOS 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Sound Pro ^ 
1709 W. Main E 
Rapid City, SD 57702 = 
(605) 348-6161 

B&O, CHP, DEN, INF, JAM, KLI, 
M&K, MON, MSU, NIL, PAX, PAN, 
SON, STS, VID, YAM 


Audio King 

934 Empire Mall 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

(605) 361-0321 

ACT, B&O, DEF, DEN, KEN, KLI, 
MSU, M&K, MON, MTX, NIL, PAN, | 
PHI, РІО, PLD, POL, PRS, RCA, | 
RSS, SNY, STS, YAM E 
Entertainment Direct 

1003 West 41st Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

(605) 335-5597 

AUD, B&W, DAL, HIT, INF, JAM, | 
JVC, КЕМ, МАХ, MAR, MON, NIL, | 
PAX, РОМ, PHI, PIO, PRS, RCA, — 
RSS, RUN, STE, SUN, VID H 


TENNESSEE | 


Admit One, Inc. 

104 West Summit Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37902-1023 

(423) 673-3004 | 
AMX, JBL, KEN, MTX, NHT, NIL, | 
PAX, PAR PIO, RAN, RUN, SHE, | 
STE, TOS 


Audio Video 

Environments 

1719 Gallatin Pike N. 

Madison, TN 37115 a 
(615) 868-7710 | 
AUD, BRY, CHP, DWI, ESO, KLI, — 
MAD, MER, MCI, MIR, MON, MSU, 
PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, POL, RAN, 

RUN, SON, STE, STS, SUN, TOS, 

VEL, YAM 


Nicholson’s Stereo 

115 19th Ave. S. 

Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 327-4312 

AUD, B&O, B&W, CHP, CRE, DAL, 
KIM, MAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PET, RAN, RSS, SHA, 
SON, THI, VEL, VID, YAM 


Videospeak Systems, Inc. — 
250 S. Cooper St. if 
Memphis, TN 38104 
(901) 276-2319 li 
NIL, PIO, PLD, TOS, ZEN a 


TEXAS 


Incredible Universe 

102 E. 1-20 

Arlington, TX 76018 

(817) 784-5800 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, JVC, КЕМ, 

MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, PLD, 

PPC, PRS, АСА, RFL, SHA, SHR, | 
SNY, YAM, ZEN i 




















Sound Idea 

1924 E. Pioneer Pkwy. 
Arlington, TX 76016 

(817) 277-4061 

ACT, CAR, CHP, DEN, ESO, IMA, 
KLI, MSU, M&K, MON, NIL, OMN, 
PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, SND, 
SNY, STS, TRI 


High Fidelity, Inc. 

3300 W. Anderson Ln., Ste. 306 
Austin, TX 78757 

(512) 454-5833 

AES, AMX, B&O, B&W, CHP, CRE, 
DEF, DWI, KLI, MAD, MCI, MON, 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PHA, SNY, 
SON, STE, 


Hillcrest High Fidelity 
13400 Preston Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75240 

(214) 392-7636 

AMX, B&W, CHP, IMA, JVC, KIM, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, NIL, OMN, 
PDM, РАХ, PIO, PRS.RSS, STE, 
VEL, VID, YAM 


Hillcrest High Fidelity 
4488 Spring Valley 

Dallas, TX 75244 

(214) 716-9900 

AMX, B&W, CHP, IMA, JVC, KIM, 
KLI, MAR, MCI, MON, NIL, OMN, 
PDM, PAX, PIO, PRS, RSS, STE, 
VEL, VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
8414 Preston Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75225 

(214) 373-0600 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
The Galleria, Level 3 

Dallas, TX 75240 

(214) 934-8585 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN. MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
3400 Preston Road 

Dallas (Plano), TX 75093 
(214) 985-9945 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Incredible Universe 
12710 Executive Dr. 

Dallas, TX 75238 

(214) 342-5800 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, РІО, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, RFL, SHA, 
SHR, SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Krystal Clear Audio 
2501 Oaklawn Ave., Ste. 440 
Dallas, TX 75219-4045 

(214) 520-7156 

ARC, AAL, ANG, AES, AUD, CIT, 
DAL, DEF, DWI, FAR, IMA, KIM, 
MAR, MAX, MER, NEA, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PHI, PIO, RAD, SHF, 
SON, STE, STS, TOS, VID, XLO 


Paul Labute, Inc. 

1616 Hi Line, Ste. D 

Dallas, TX 75244 

(214) 744-2155 

AMX, AES, AUD, BRY, CAR, CIT, 
CHP, CRE, FAR, HAR, MAD, MON, 
NHT, NIL, PAX, PAN, РОМ. RUN, 
SON, SNY, SND, SOS, STE, ZEN 
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The concert season at 930 Morningstar Lane 
will feature Steve Allen, George Shearing, Peter Nero 
and the Yamaha Disklavier piano. 


(); course, the artists wont appear at the Henderson residence in person, but the 


performances will be extraordinarily live just same...with PianoSoft!™ pre-recorded disks 


^ 





m 


5 


of the artist's original performance when played back on the Disklavier. 






m So, if youre not invited to the Henderson's concert series, audition 
the PianoSoft library and the Disklavier piano at your 
authorized Yamaha piano dealer or call 800-711-0745 ext. 400 


and begin planning your own star-studded concert season. 
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CB? 
UL? 
RF? 
PA? 
AC? 
DC? 
VHF? 
UHF? 


LCD? 


FYI. 

Over 6600 locations. 
Knowledgeable people. 
Questions answered. 
ASAP. 


RadioShack. 


You've got questions. 
We've got answers? 








Soundquest 

6800 Gateway E. 

El Paso, TX 79915 

(915) 779-5421 

AUD, BRY, CHP, DEF, DEN, EXT, 
IMA, JAM, MAD, MON, NIL, PAX, 
PDM, PIO, PLD, SHA, SHF, SON, 
SNY, STE, STS, VAN, VEL, VID 


Intelligent Systems & 
Interiors Group 

6420 Sunset Trail 

Flower Mound, TX75028 

(817) 430-4694 

ATL, AUD, CWV, CHP, CRE, DEN, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, SON, SND, 
STE, VEL, XLO 


Marvin Electronics Co. 
3050 University Dr. S. 

Ft. Worth, TX 76109 

(817) 927-5311 

AUD, B&O, B&W, CHP, DEF, MCI, 
MSU, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PET, 
RFL, SON, VEL, VID, YAM 


Sound Idea 

6251 Oakmont Blvd. 

Ft. Worth, TX 76132 

(817) 346-4500 

ACT, CAR, CHP, DEN, ESO, IMA, 
KLI, MSU, M&K, MON, NIL, OMN, 
PAX, PIO, PET, PLD, POL, SND, 

SNY, STS, TRI 


Groove Audio/Video 
2624 Westheimer 

Houston, TX 77098 

(713) 523-2900 

B&W, DEN, MAD, MSU, NIL, PAX, 
PDM, SON, SNY, TER 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
5310 Kirby 

Houston, TX 77005 

(713) 526-4317 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
14033 Southwest Freeway 


Houston (Sugar Land), TX 77478 


(713) 277-7722 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 

MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
6522 Westheimer 

Houston, TX 77057 

(713) 781-1013 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Home Entertainment, Inc. 
4752 FM 1660 West 

Houston, TX 77069 

(713) 893-7171 

B&O, CHP, DEF, FAR, KEN, KLI, 
MAR, MCI, MON, MLN, MSU, NIL, 
PAX, PHA, SHA, SNY, STE, VEL, 
VID, YAM 


Videoland Inc. 

5805 Westheimer 

Houston, TX 77057 

(713) 952-5700 

B&W, CAR, DAL, DEN, JAM, JVC, 
KEN, M&K, MSU, MON, NIL, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, POL, RSS, RUN, 

SHA, SNY, TOS 


DEALER LOCATOR 
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Videoland Inc. 

7481 Southwest Fwy. 
Houston, TX 77074 

(713) 777-5533 

B&W, CAR, DAL, DEN, JAM, JVC, 
KEN, M&K, MSU, MON, NIL, ONK, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, POL, RSS, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, TOS 


Accurate Audio Video Inc. 
2301 N. Central Expy., Ste. 182 
Plano, TX 75075 

(214) 516-1849 

AMX, AAL, ACT, AUD, BRY, CHP, 
DAL, DEN, ESO, HAR, HIT, JAM, 
JVC, MBQ, M&K, MON, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PIO, PRS, RAN, 
RUN, SHA, SNY, SOS, STE, TOS, 
VID, XLO 


Bjorn's Audio Video 

530 N.E. Loop 410 

San Antonio, TX 78216 

(210) 828-3237 

AVA, B&O, DEF, DWI, HAR, IMA, 

KLI, MLN, MCI, MER, M&K, MSU, 

MTX, MON, NIL, OMN, PHA, PIO, 

PLD, POL, PRS, RAN, RCA, RUN, 
SHA, SND, SNY, SON, STE, STU, 
YAM 


Sound Towne 

2120 Texas Blvd. 

Texarkana, TX 75501 

(903) 794-5241 

CHP, DEF, KIN, KLI, MIR, NIL, 
ONK, PLD, RFL, RUN, STE, TOS, 
VID, YAM 


UTAH 


Central Home Systems 
1550 N. 320 West, Ste. A 
Layton, UT 84041 

(801) 774-8080 

AVA, BRY, CHP, CRE, DAL, ENE, 
JBL, MON, MTX, NEA, PAX, RAN, 
SHA, SON, SNY, STE, TRI 


Ultimate Electronics 

879 W. Hillfield Rd. 

Layton, UT 84041 

(801) 543-3313 

AAL, B&O, DEF, INF, IMA, JBL, 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Home Theater 
Technologies 

382 W. 6110 South 

S. Murray, UT 84107 

(801) 263-0971 

ATL, CHP, CIT, CRE, DAL, DWI, 
ESO, EXT, HAR, IMA, MTX, NIL, 
PAX, PAN, PIO, RAN, SOS, SNY, 
STE, TR, XLOI 


Ultimate Electronics 
6284 S. State St. 

Murray, UT 84107 

(801) 281-4259 

AAL, B&O, DEF, INF, IMA, JBL, 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Advanced Solutions, Inc. 
3385 Harrison Blvd., Ste. #2 
Ogden, UT 84403 

(801) 394-2636 

AMX, CHP, DRA, DSN, INF, 
NIL, STS, YAM 
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Ultimate Electronics 
1375 S. State St. 

Orem, UT 84058 

(801) 225-2211 

AAL, B&O, DEF, INF, IMA, JBL, 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Alpine Electronics, Inc. 
2048 N. Canyon Rd. 

Provo, UT 84604 

(801) 373-7372 

AAL, DAL, DEF, DEN, ESO, JVC, 
KIM, KIN, LOV, NIL, NEA, PAX, 
SEC, STS, TOS, VEL, XLO 
Audition 

2209 Highland Dr. 

Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
(801) 467-5918 


AMX, AES, AUD, B&W, KRE, MAD, 


NIL, PIO, PET, PLD, SON, SNY, 
STE, STS, VAN, VEL 


Broadway Music 

3130 S. State St. 

Salt Lake City, UT 84115 
(801) 484-1110 

CAR, DCM, DEN, HIT, INF, KIM, 
NEA, NIL, PDM, PIO, POL, SHA, 
STU, YAM 


TV Specialists, Inc. 

180 East 2100 South, Ste.104. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84115 
(801) 486-5757 

ACR, DAL, EXT, JVC, NHT, PAN, 
PHI, RFL, SHA, STE, SNY, TEC, 
XLO 


Ultimate Electronics 
1130 E. Brickyard Rd. 

Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
(801) 466-7766 

AAL, B&O, DEF, INF, IMA, JBL, 
JVC, KEN, KLI, MSU, MON, MTX, 
ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, PLD, 
POL, PRS, RCA, SHA, SNY, SOS, 
TOS, YAM, ZEN 


VERMONT 


Audio Video Authority _ 


1519 Shelburne Rd. 

S. Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 660-2003 

B&W, BRY, CHP, DEF, DEN, KEN, 
MON, MSU, NIL, PAX, RSS, SHA, 
SON, STE, STS, VEL, VID 


VIRGINIA 





Audio Buys, Inc. 

3444 Fairfax Dr. 

Arlington, VA 22201 

(703) 525-1889 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JASM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 


Myer-Emco 

3511 Carlin Springs Rd. 
Bailey's Crossroads, VA 22041 
(703) 379-8800 

AUD, B&O, B&W, DEF, DEN, INF, 
MAD, MCI, MAR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
PDM, PIO, SON, SNY, STS, THE, 
TOS, VEL, YAM 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

10893 Lee Highway 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

(703) 385-4464 store 

(703) 934-5540 ext.112 custom 
AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JAM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 


Audio Buys, Inc. 

10660 Sudley Manor Dr. 
Manassas, VA 22110 

(703) 968-7513 

AES, ATL, ACT, AUD, CAR, DEN, 
HIT, JAM, JBL, KLI, MBQ, MER, 
MSU, NIL, ONK, PIO, POL, PAX, 
RCA, RUN, SHA, SON, SNY, STE, 
TRI, VID 


Musicscope 

2952-1 Chain Bridge Rd. 
Oakton, VA 22124 

(703) 938-1111 

ATL, AUD, BRY, CAR, CIT, HAR, 
JAM, MER, MIR, MSU, NHT, PAX, 
PAN, PIO, RUN, SHF, STE, YAM 


Audiotronics 

2750 Ogden Rd. 

Roanoke, VA 24014 

(540) 774-5757 

DEF, DEN, JBL, KEN, KLI, MON, 
MTX, NIL, PAX, PHI, SNY, SON, 
STE, TOS 


Audio Connection 

1657 Laskin Rd. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
(804) 491-7666 

DAL, DEF, DEN, KIM, KLI, MCI, 
MSU, MON, NIL, OMN, PAX, PET, 
PIO, PLD, SON, SNY SND, STE, 
SUN, TOS, VID, YAM 


Home Electronics 
Network 

716 Timberlake Shopping Center 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

(804) 495-5541 

AVA, AUD, HAR, HIT, JAM, JBL, 
JVC, KIN, MIR, MON, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, TOS 


WASHINGTON 


Incredible Universe 

1101 SuperMall Way, Suite 
1275 

Auburn, WA 98001 

(206) 804-3800 

ATL, CAR, CWV, DEN, HAR, JVC, 
KEN, MAX, MON, PAN, PHI, PIO, 
PLD, PPC, PRS, RCA, SHA, SHR, 
SNY, YAM, ZEN 


Definitive Audio 

14405 N.E. 20th St. 

Bellevue, WA 98007 

(206) 746-3188 

AMX, B&W, BRY, DEF, DWI, JBL, 

JVC, KIM, MAD, MAR, MON, MSU, 
OMN, PAX, PDM, PIO, PLD, RAN, 

RUN, SHA, SHF, SND, SON, SNY, 

STE, VEL, XLO 


Magnolia Hi-Fi 

14404 N.E. 20th St. 

Bellevue, WA 98007 

(206) 747-0850 

ACT, AUD, B&O, CHP, DEN, JVC, 
KEN, KLI, MLN, MCI, MER, MIR, 
MSU, MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, 
PLD, POL, RCA, SAM, SHA, SNY, 
SOS, STE, YAM 


‘Audio Hall of Fame’ speaker 
designer Arnie Nudell is famous 
for making speakers with ultra 
high end performance—and 
prices to match. Now he has 
developed Eosone—a new 
speaker line featuring high-end 
technologies and performance 
but at affordable prices. 





finally, 


High-End Home Theater 


without the 
i hig h-end рг ice 


















Dolby, AC-3 and Dolby Digital are registered trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Carp. 
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The top-of-the-line Eosone 
Millennium home theater speaker 
system features Radiant Surround 
Field dipole technology so that 
everyone in the room, regardless 
of listening position, hears the 
same full fidelity sound and 
life-like imaging. 


On-board, twin 10" powered 
subwoolers provide the body 
slams while Titanium dome 
tweeters deliver clean, clear 
sound and enveloping surround 
sound imaging. The center and 
surround speakers perfectly 
match the front speakers and 
take full advantage of the latest 
surround technologies such as 
Dolby® Digital (AC-3*). 


We could go on and on about 
this remarkable system, but we're 
out of ad space. Call today for a 
free 32 page brochure on the 
entire line of Eosone speakers 
and for the location of your 
nearest Eosone retailer: 


(800) 347-1876. 


у. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pe Fosone Millennium system consists of two ASF 1000 


With twin, on-board powered subwoofers, two 50350 


ИШ speakers and one ASC3O0 center speaker. 
Suggested retail price: under $3,000. 


“Actually, in virtually every tally we did 
on either of the two systems, Wireworld Orbit 
came out on top. Flattering comments heaped 
upon it took note of its excellent focus, impres- 
sive neutrality and top-to-bottom coherence. 
Highs were detailed and airy, and the ever- 
important bass came through with 
solid satisfying impact.” 
_ Al Griffin, HOME THEATER, 
, June 1996 


— 


control'in the pass, especially. the 6 : 
and an overall effortless and open 
at all frequencies that alto Ores 
of the music to come thr ' 


Andrew Marshall, AUDIO IDEAS 
GUIDE, Summer 1996 


МІ ее) 


Reference Standard Audio, Video and Power Cables 
PROGOLD Advanced Contact Conditioning Treatment 


« 3320 Griffin Road, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33312 


è 954-962-2650 e Fax 954-962-2603 v 


E-mail: wirewrld@icanect.net 
World Wide Web: http://www. icanect.net/wireworld 





CIRCLE READER SERVICE 167 | DEALER LOCATOR CODE WWR 





Wire Ways Inc. 

13228 SE 30th Street, Ste. C-6 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

(206) 643-1077 

АСТ, CAR, СНР, CRE, DWI, EXT, 
HAR, INF, MBQ, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PIO, RAN, SNY, STE, TRI 


Audio Waves 

The Home Theater Store 
607 SE Everett Mall Way, Ste. 11 
Everett, WA 98208 

(206) 348-3311 

AAL, CIT, HAR, MAR, NHT, NIL, 
OMN, PDM, PRS, SND, VAN 
Magnolia Hi-Fi 

725 SE Everett Mall Way 
Everett, WA 98208 

(206) 513-2565 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Wire Ways Inc. 

7103 W. Clearwater Ave., Ste. E 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

(509) 736-1077 

ACT, CAR, CHP, CRE, DWI, EXT, 
HAR, INF, MBQ, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PIO, RAN, SNY, STE, TRI 


Magnolia Hi-Fi 

4201 196th St. 

Lynnwood, WA 98036 

(206) 775-7288 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Definitive Audio 

6017 Roosevelt Way N.E. 
Seattle, WA 98115 

(206) 524-6633 

AMX, B&W, BRY, DEF, DWI, JBL, 
JVC, KIM, MAD, MAR, MON, MSU, 
OMN, PAX, PDM, PIO, PLD, RAN, 
RUN, SHA, SHF, SND, SON, SNY, 
STE, VAN, VEL, XLO 


Madison Audio 

909 Western Ave. 

Seattle, WA 98104 

(206) 292-9262 

CTP, CRE, EAD, MAR, MER, 
MIR, MSU, NIL, PAN, RAD, 
RCA, SHA, SON, SNY, VID 


Magnolia Hi-Fi 

6308 Roosevelt Way N.E. 
Seattle, WA 98115 

(206) 525-1961 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Speakerlab 

6307 Roosevelt Way NE 
Seattle, WA 98115 

(206) 523-2389 

ACT, CAR, CIT, HAR, INF, JAM, 
JBL, KIM, MBQ, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PIO, PLD, SND, TOS, VEL 
Magnolia Hi-Fi 

16600 Southcenter Parkway 
Seattle, WA 98188 

(206) 575-0851 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


DEALER LOCATOR 


Evergreen Audio 

10516 Silverdale Way N.W. #136 
Silverdale, WA 98383 

(360) 692-5354 

ATL, DEF, DEN, JAM, KEN, MBQ, 
MAR, PAX, PDM, SON, STE, VID 
Magnolia Hi-Fi 

3126 NW Randall Way 
Silverdale, WA 98383 

(206) 698-8584 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Nuts About Hi-Fi 

10100 Silverdale Way N. 
Silverdale, WA 98383 

(206) 698-8585 

B&O, KRE, NIL, NEA, ONK, PIO, 
STS, THI, THE 

Magnolia Hi-Fi 

8016 North Division 

Spokane, WA 99208 

(509) 467-4434 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Wire Ways Inc. 

E 3609 Springfield 

Spokane, WA 99202 

(509) 533-1077 

ACT, CAR, CHP, CRE, DWI, EXT, 
HAR, INF, MBQ, NIL, ONK, PAX, 
PIO, RAN, SNY, STE, TRI 


Magnolia Hi-Fi 

6053 Tacoma Mall Blvd. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

(206) 475-2330 

ACT, AUD, B&O, DEN, JVC, KEN, 
KLI, MLN, MCI, MIR, MER, MSU, 
MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, PLD, 
POL, RCA, SHA, SAM, SNY, SOS, 
STE, VID, YAM 


Stereo Shoppe 

1107 Bridgeport Way 
Tacoma, WA 98499 

(206) 584-2200 

ACT, CWV, DAL, HAR, MBQ, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PHI, SON, TOS 


Pacific Sight & Sound 
1630 N. Wenatchee Ave. 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

(509) 663-1277 

ACT, B&W, BRY, CHP, CAR, DAL, 
DEF, FAR, MCI, MON, MSU, NEA, 
NIL, ONK, PAX, PDM, RSS, RUN, 
STE, TOS, VEL, YAM 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Myer-Emco 

2241 Wisconsin Ave. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20007 

(202) 342-9200 

AUD, B&O, B&W, DEF, DEN, INF, 
MAD, MCI, MAR, MON, MSU, NIL, 
PDM, PIO, SON, SNY, STS, THE, 
TOS, VEL, YAM 


WISCONSIN 


American of Appleton 
2225 American Dr. 

Appleton, WI 54913 

(414) 733-1000 

ACR, ACT, CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 
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Hi Fi Heaven 

1619 W. College Ave. 
Appleton, WI 54914 

(414) 954-9888 

DEF, KRE, MER, MSU, MON, NIL, 
ONK, PAX, PIO, SHA, SNY, THI, 
VEL, YAM 


Sound World 

3015 W. Wisconsin Blvd 
Appleton, WI 54914 

(414) 733-8539 

ACT, AES, B&O, B&W, CHP, DAL, 
DEN, ENE, JBL, KLI, KRE, MAR, 
MLN, MCI, MIR, MON, MTX, OMN, 
PAN, PAX, PHA, PIO, POL, PPC, 
RSS, RUN, SON, STS, TRI 


Suess Electronics 

2610 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Appleton, WI 54914 

(414) 733-6464 

ADA, ATL, АСТ, ADA, ‚CHP, CRE, 
KIN, LUT, MSU, M&K, NIL, ONK, 
PAX, PDM, PIO, SHA, SND, SNY, 
SOS, TAR, TOS, VEL, VID, ZEN 


Flanner's Audio & Video 
17445 W. Bluemound Rd. 
Brookfield, WI 53045 

(414) 789-1195 

ACT, B&O, CHP, DAL, KEN, KLI, 
MCI, MSU, MIR, M&K, MON, NIL, 
OMN, PAN, PAX, PHA, PIO, RUN, 
SHA, SNY, SND, STE, STS, YAM 


American of Brown Deer 
6700 W. Brown Deer Rd. 
Brown Deer, WI 53223 

(414) 362-1000 

ACR, ACT, CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


HiTech Homes 

N19 W6739 Commerce Ct. 
Cedarburg, WI 53012 

(414) 375-6742 

ATL, ACT, B&W, CIT, CRE, DAL, 
DEN, DWI, EXT, HAR, HIT, JAM, 
JBL, JVC, KEN, KIN, MIR, MTX, NIL, 
OMN, ONK, PAX, PAN, PIO, PET, 
RAN, RSS, RUN, SON, STE, SUN, 
TOS, TRI, VEL, VID 


Hi Fi Heaven 

2781 S. Oneida St. 

Green Bay, WI 54303 

(414) 494-8999 

DEF, KRE, MER, MSU, MON, NIL, 
ONK, PAX, PIO, SHA, SNY, THI, 
VEL, YAM 


Sound World 

1850 West Mason Street 
Green Bay, WI 54303 

(414) 499-4519 

ACT, AES, B&O, B&W, CHP, DAL, 
DEN, ENE, JBL, KLI, MAR, MLN, 
MCI, MIR, MON, MTX, OMN, PAN, 
PAX, PHA, PIO, POL, PPC, RSS, 
RUN, SON, STS, TRI 


American of Madison 
2404 W. Beltline Hwy. 
Madison, WI 53713 

(608) 271-1000 

ACR, ACT ‚САҢ, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


American of Madison-East 
5201 High Crossing Blvd. 
Madison, WI 53704 

(608) 271-1002 

ACR, ACT, CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


American of Oak Creek 

| 94 & Ryan Rd. 

Oak Creek, WI 53154 

(414) 768-1000 

ACR, ACT, CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


American of Waukesha 
W229 N1400 Westwood Dr. 
Waukesha, WI 53187 

(414) 521-1000 

ACR, ACT, CAR, DEN, HAR, HIT, 
INF, JAM, JBL, JVC, KEN, MSU, 
MON, MTX, NIL, OMN, ONK, PAN, 
PHI, PIO, POL, PRS, RCA, SAM, 
SHR, SHA, SNY, TOS, YAM, ZEN 


Sound World 

1980 Highway U 

Wausau, WI 54401 

(715) 848-0011 

ACT, AES, B&O, B&W, CHP, DAL, 
DEN, ENE, JBL, KLI, MAR, MLN, 
MCI, MIR, MON, MTX, OMN, PAN, 
PAX, PHA, PIO, POL, PPC, RSS, 
RUN, SON, STS, TRI 


CANADA 


Smart Home Systems 
4116 Macleod Trail S. 

Calgary, Alberta T2G2R7 
(403) 243-8823 

B&O, B&W, CRE, JAM, JBL, KIN, 
LUT, MSU, MON, NHT, ONK, PAN, 
PAX, PDM, PRS, RCA, RSS, RUN, 
SHA, SON, STE, VEL 


Audio Ark 

10745-124th St. 

Edmonton, Alberta T5M OH2 
(403) 453-6624 

AVA, AMX, ACT, CHP, DEN, KLI, 
MAD, MIR, M&K, NIL, OMN, PAX, 
PDM, RAN, SHF, SON, STE, THI, 
TOS, VEL, VID 


La Scala Audio/ 

Video Interiors 

#106 62 West 4th 

Vancouver, BC V5Y1G3 

(604) 872-8182 

AMX, B&O, B&W, CIT, DWI, HAR, 
JBL, KEN, MAD, MLN, MON, M&K 
MSU, NIL, OMN, PAX, PIO, PET, 
PRS, RAN, RCA, RSS, STS, STE, 
VID 


Smart fx 

19 East Fifth Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V5T 1G7 

(604) 876-8765 

AMX, AUD, B&W, CHP, DAL, EXT, 
FAR, HAR, JAM, JBL, MSU, MON 
NEA, NIL, PAN, PAX, PIO, RAD, 
RAN, RUN, SON, STE, VEL 


Audio One 

3200 Steeles Ave. West 
Concord, Ontario L4K 3B8 
(416) 665-0749 

AAL, AUD, AST, M&K, NIL, ОМК, 
PADM, PRS, PHI, TOS, VID, YAM 


Bay Bloor Radio, Inc. 
ManuLife Centre 

55 Bloor St. W. 

Toronto, Ontario M4W1A5 
(416) 967-1122 

AVA, B&O, BRY, CHP, DEF, DEN, 
ENE, HIT, JBL, JVC, KEN, MAR, 
MCI, M&K, MON, NIL, PAN, PAX, 
PIO, PLD, SON, SNY, STS, VID, 
YAM 


Live Wire Audio Ltd. 
5400 Tecumseh Rd., E. 
Windsor, Ontario МТ 1C7 
(519) 948-4464 


ACT, AUD, KEN, MIR, MSU, NIL, 
OMN, PAX, PAN, PDM, SNY, YAM 








360° Soun 





JAMOS One-Step Surround Sound System includes: 
2-Cornet 40s (Blk, Wht, Mahogany), 1-SW400E Powered Subwoofer, 
1-Center 100, 2-Surround 200 (Blk, Wht) 


JAMO makes surround sound sleek, simple and under $1000. The six piece, six channel system is 
an easy, one-box approach to home theater. From Europe's favorite home theater speaker company- 
it's beautifully designed, sounds great and the price won't make your head spin. 


Jamo 


For product and dealer information: http://www.jamospeakers.com 
1177 Corporate Grove Drive, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 e (847) 465-0005 e Fax (847) 465-0003 
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Sis xs . .. Acoustic Research 
9424 Eaton Avenue, Suite J, Chatsworth, CA 91311 (818) 407-4820 
91.20: versns Angstrom 


5285 Kazuko Court, Suite A, Moorpark, CA 93021 (805) 523-7864 


101........Arcici, Inc. 
P.O. Box 704, Islip Terrace, NY 11752 (516) 581-7006 


123, 171.... Atlantic Technology 
343 Vanderbuilt Avenue, Dept, RC2, Norwood, MA 02062 (617) 762-6300 


115........ AudioControl 
22410 70th Avenue West, Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043 (206) 775-8461 


149. vex « . . Audio Design Associates 

602-610 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, NY 10605 (800) 43-AUDIO 
BÍ... were AudioEase 

15350 East Hinsdale Drive, Englewood, CO 80112 (303) 766-9300 
147... . . . AudioQuest 

P.O. Box 3060, San Clemente, CA 92674 (714) 498-2770 
101...... . . A*V Architecture 


118 Alexander Avenue, Ames, IA 50010 (515) 233-0910 


70......... Axcess Marketing 
1306 Kingsdale Avenue, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 (310) 793-7676 


45.........B &W Loudspeakers of America 
54 Concord Street, North Reading, MA 01864-2699 (800) 370-3740 


57, 187..... Bang & Olufsen of America, Inc. 
1200 Business Center Drive, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 (800) 284-BANG 


55.......+.. Bohlender-Graebener Corp./RADIA Series 
P.O. Box 8888, Incline Village, NV 89452 (702) 832-5402 


15......... Bose Corporation 
The Mountain, Framingham, MA 01701 (800) 444-BOSE, ext. 813 


95......... Bryston 
877 Neil Drive, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9J 7Y4 (705) 742-5325 


181. sees Cambridge Soundworks 
311 Needham Street, Newton, MA 02164 (617)) 332-5936 
TOT =» = „„„Сагмег Corp. 


Р.О. Box 1237, Lynnwood, WA 98046 (206) 775-1202 


189........CEDIA 
9202 North Meridian Street, Suite 200, Indianapolis, IN 46260 (800) 669-5329 


125........ Cerwin Vega 
555 East Easy Street, Simi Valley, CA 93065 (805) 584-9332 
68... is vus . . Citation/Harman Consumer Group 


80 Crossways Park West, Woodbury, NY 11797 (516) 496-3400 


61......... Columbia House Laserdisc Club 
Dept. 6E7, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Houte, IN 47811-1112 (800) 538-2233 


167........Corteq USA 
14600 Biscayne Boulevard, North Miami Beach, FL 33181 (800) 405-6066 


159........ Counterpoint 
2281 Las Palms Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 (619) 431-5050 


137........ Da-Lite Screen Co. Inc. 
3100 North Detroit Street, Warsaw, IN 46581-0137 (800) 622-3737 


TT. tama ага Dave’s Video/The Laser Place 
12144 Ventura Boulevard, Studio City, CA 91604 (800) 736-1659 


97......... ОСМ Loudspeakers 
870 Airport Boulevard, Ann Arbor, МІ 48108 (313) 994-8481 


Cover 2-3, .. Definitive Technology 
39, 186 11105 Valley Heights Drive, Owings Mill, MD 21117 (410) 363-7148 


172-173 .... Denon Electronics 
222 New Road, Parsippany, NJ 07054 (201) 575-7810 


TOR Lucius Diamond Case Designs 
3910 Prospect Avenue, Suite F, Yorba LInda, CA 92686 (714) 528-5286 


13, 51...... DIRECTV 
A unit of GM/Hughes Electronics 
2230 East Imperial Highway, El Segundo, CA 90245 (310) 535-5000 


59.........DTS Technology 
31336 Via Colinas, Westlake Village, CA 91362 (818) 706-3525 


107........Dwin Electronics 
5838 San Fernando Road, Unit D, Glendale, CA 91201 (818) 956-1608 


71.........Energy Loudspeakers 
3641 McNicoll Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1X 1G5 (416) 321-1800 


193........ EOSONE International 
2550 Britannia Boulevard, Suite F, San Diego, CA 92173 (800) 347-1876 


101........Escient 
12955 Old Meridian Street, Suite 107, Carmel, IN 46032 (317) 571-1111 


127........ Extron Electronics 
1230 So. Lewis Street, Anaheim, CA 92805 (714) 491-1500 


119........ Hales Design Group 
16812 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 (714) 841-6884 


43......... Hughes Network Systems 
100 Lake Forest Boulevard, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 (888) 867-4448 


29-32, 151 .. Image Entertainment 
9333 Oso Avenue, Chatsworth, CA 91311 (818) 407-9100 


417... inten 
1000 Milwaukee Avenue, Glenview, IL 60025-2493 (708) 391-7000 


101 45.6» anea Irwin Seating Company 
165 City View Drive, Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada, M9W 5B1 


67, 195..... Jamo Hi-Fi USA Inc. 
1177 Corporate Grove Drive, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 (847) 465-0005 


Cover 3..... Kenwood U.S.A. Corporation 
P.O. Box 22745, Long Beach, CA 90801-5745 (708) 498-4648 


93......... Klipsch, Inc. 
8900 Keystone Crossing, Suite 1220, Indianapolis, IN 46240 (800) KLIPSCH 






























184........ Laserdisc Enterprises 
2516 Cobb Parkway, Smyrna, GA 30080 (770) 955-8909 


190........ Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 
1058 E. 230th Street (Source Cd. HT 125), Carson, CA 90745 (800) 801-DISC (3472) 


139........ Marantz America, Inc. 
440 Medinah Road, Roselle, IL 60172-2330 (708) 307-3100 


143........ Martin-Logan 
2001 Delaware, Lawrence, KS 66044 (913) 749-0133 


83......... MB Quart Electronics, USA, Inc. 
25 Walpole Park South, Walpole, MA 02081 (508) 668-8973 


75,178..... Mcintosh Laboratory Inc. 
2 Chambers Street, Binghamton, NY 13903-2699 (607) 723-3512 


129........ Meridian America Inc. 
3800 Camp Creek Parkway, Building 2400, Suite 112, Atlanta, GA 30331 (404) 344-7111 


79......... Miller & Kreisel Sound Corp. 
10391 Jefferson Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232 (310) 204-2854 


85......... Mitsubishi 
6100 Atlantic Boulevard, Norcross, GA 30071 (800) 937-0000 ext. 948 


22, 23...... Monster Cable Products, Inc. 
274 Wattis Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 (415) 871-6000 


89, 144... ... MTX 
4545 East Baseline Road, Phoenix, AZ 85044 (800) 225-5689 


188........ Multiplex Technology Inc. 
3001 Enterprise Street, Brea, CA 92621 (714) 996-4100 


46, 47, 133 . Niles Audio Corp., Inc. 
P.O. Box 160818, Miami, FL 33116 (800) BUY-HIFI 


10-11 ......Paradigm 
P.O. Box 2410, Niagara Falls, NY 14302 (905) 632-0180 


155........ Pioneer Entertainment USA 
2265 East 220th Street, Long Beach, CA 90810 (800) PIONEER 


9, 65....... Pioneer Electronics, Inc. 
2265 East 220th Street, Long Beach, CA 90810 (800) PIONEER 


105........ Pioneer Electronics Technology, Inc. 
1800 West Holt Avenue (800) 745-3271 


131........ Polk Audio Inc. 
5601 Metro Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215 (800) 377-POLK 


157, 192.... Radio Shack 
1-800-THE-SHACK 


179........ RF-Link Technology 
411 Ampola Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501 (310) 787-2328 


$694. . . . Rock Solid Sounds of America 
54 Concord Street, North Reading, MA 01864-2699 (800) 370-3742 


541... nc UES 
2463 Tripaldi Way, Hayward, CA 94545 (510) 293-9154 


4-5 ........ Samsung of America 
105 Challenger Boulevard, Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660 (201) 229-4000 (954) 927-3005 


41......... SharpVision 
Sharp Plaza, Mahwah, NJ 07430-2135 (800) BE-SHARP 


53.........Showtime 
1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 (212) 708-1600 


Cover 4..... Sonance 
961 Calle Negocio, San Clemente, CA 92673-6202 (800) 582-0771 


37......... Sony Corporation 
Sony Drive, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 (201) 930-1000 


174........Stereostone 
7427 Varna Avenue, North Hollywood, CA 91605 (714) 964-4433 


99......... Stewart Filmscreen Corporation 
1161 West Sepulveda Boulevard, Torrance, CA 90502 (310) 326-1422 


87......... Sunfire Corporation 
5210 Bickford Avenue, Snohomish, WA 98012 (206) 335-4748 


153........Synergistic Research 
501 Superior Avenue, Newport Beach, CA (714) 642-2800 


109........ TARA Labs 
2245 Ashland Avenue, Ashland, OR 97520 (541) 488-64659 


111........ Theta Digital 
5330 Derry Avenue, Suite R, Agoura Hills, CA 92301 (818) 597-9195 


27......... Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc. 
82 Totowa Road, Wayne, NJ 07470 (201) 628-8000 


117........ Triad Speakers 
9106 North East Marx Drive, Portland, OR 97220 (503) 256-2600 


113........ Velodyne Acoustics, Inc, 
1070 Commercial Street, Suite 101, San Jose, CA 95112 (800) 835-6396 


TT есек csv Vidikron 
150 Bay Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 (201) 420-6666 


194........ WireWorld 
3320 Griffin Road, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 (954) 962-2850 


34-35, 191 .. Yamaha Corporation of America, Keyboard Division 
P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622 (800) 711-0745 ext. 400 
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Make enough trouble and 
people always start talking 
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At Carver, we've found that making trouble is usually 
the first step in making real audio progress. For nearly 
twenty years we've built audio components around 
controversial design concepts in order to break through 
traditional price/performance barriers. 

The three amplifiers shown here continue that 
tradition. The awesome Lightstar Reference is our most 
articulate technical statement ever as well as Carver's 
blueprint for the future. The lessons we learned during 
its development are now common denominators for 
every Carver amplifier design. As a result, people are 
talking about the latest Carver amplifiers in terms usually 
reserved for far more expensive models, such as 
"innovative," “powerful,” and even “magic.” 

To achieve this level of performance, technology and 
value in a single precision chassis, we design and build 
these amplifiers in our own factory just outside Seattle, 
Washington. Hear the technology that has the experts 
talking at your authorized Carver dealer. 


© 1996 Carver Corporation. All rights reserved. 
THX* is a registered trademark of LucasFilm, Ltd. 
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Carver Research Lightstar Reference Amplifier 


Recommended Component, Stereophile, April 1996 

(Vol. 19, No. 4) 
"Innovative, powerful (350 Wpc) power amplifier 
that impressed RD [Robert Deutsch] with its 
dynamics and sense of power in reserve, while 
sounding impressively neutral." 


Carver TFM-35x THX Amplifier 


Stereophile Guide to Home Theater, Fall 1996 

(Vol. 2, No. 3), Robert Deutsch 
"It's very modestly priced but doesn't sound like 
it... There аге two groups of audiophiles to whom 
| particularly recommend the TFM-35x: those 
who are drawn to the tonal qualities of tube 
amplifiers but don’t want the responsibility 
of their care and feeding, and those who are 
attracted to the sound of the Carver Lightstar 
Reference but deterred by the price...In the 
right system, it can give the big boys a good 
run for their money." 


Carver AV-806x Multi-channel Amplifier 


Recommended Component, Stereophile, April 1996 
(Vol. 19, No. 4) 
"| was expecting competent performance; what 
| got instead was magic,’ enthused TJN [Thomas 
J. Norton] about the six-channel Carver... 
‘My favorite current multichannel amp.” 


CARVER 


Carver Corporation, P.O. Вох 1237, Lynnwood, WA 98046 
For authorized dealer locations call (206) 775-1202 
http://www.carver.com 









FUTURE ISSUES 





Coming in the November 
Home Theater. 


Definitive Technology’s New Towers!! 
We just can’t get too much of a good thing. 
Def Tech has improved upon the BP-2000 
speaker system that Brent awarded a Hot 
Ticket to in the November '95 HT. Now, hot 
off the press is Brent's review of the brand- 
new BP-2002 speaker system. Will he gush 
uncontrollably about the improvements? 
Probably. But find out for sure in the next 
issue of Home Theater!! 


Subs Woof Off! 

Join our editors as they converge once again 
in the dank, stuffy HT listening studios to 
eat hot dogs and listen to a big batch of 
subwoofers. Only Al, Brian, and our Price- 
Waterhouse representative know which sub 
will win and which will take its place as the 
official HT paperweight. We'll break the seal 
on the envelope just in time for the next issue 
and reveal the winner of HT's semi-annual 
subwoofer Face Off! Who will laugh — and 
who will cry? 


Is This the End... 
Of remote control clutter? Marantz thinks 
their new $250 RC-2000 learning remote will 
replace all your universal remotes, 
clearing off your coffee table in 
the process. We're not sure that 
just getting rid of the remotes 
that don't work will be enough 
to clear off our coffee tables, but we 
can't wait to fire up this baby in our listening 
studio. HT’s Gear Guide continues in the 
November issue with a review of what we 
hope will be a ground-breaking new product. 
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Halloween 

This was our favorite holiday as 
children and remains so today. 
It's one of those low-stress occa- 
sions that only serve as an 
excuse to eat more candy and 


watch scary movies. Come to 


think of it, we do that anyway, so 


it's really just like any other day. 
Hmmm. 





Crüe would just rehire Vince Neit 

2 videos with - 
strippers, the world would be back- 
on track again. 
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Being Too Old to 

Trick or Treat 

Now, there's no law stopping us 
from going out on Beggars' Night, 
in a clown costume is bound to 
draw some puzzled stares from 
parents and children alike. And we 
don't want to scare anyone, so 
we'll just stick to buying candy at 
the drugstore. But it's still wack! 


The H.O.R.D.E. Tour — 

. The world really needs a Lolla- · 
Д palooza Lite F ) 'those of us who | 
grew up on summer megaconcerts 
featuring parent-unapproved acts 
like Black вершы Теа agent, 





` share a double bill brings a tear 


to the eye and a yawn to the 
throat. Oh well, at least we've still 
got sex and drugs to fall back on. 
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WiTH OUR NEW SYSTEM, YOU CAN BASICALLY 


Lucasfilm Ltd 





LN YOUR HOUSE. BUT Vole KOS. 
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Bur DON'T THINK WE RE NOT WORKING ON IT. 
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Licensing Corporation, THX is registered 





*Doilby and AC-S are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories 
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Welcome to Stage 3. A new line of 
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The TouchPanel puts the power over technol- 






Kenwood home products designed 


to simplify the way people interact 


with their technology. The Stage 3 ogy back where it belongs. In the hands of the 


Home Theater Controller (KC-Z1) people. For the nearest dealer, call 


features Dolby* Digital (AC-3) and 1-800-KENWOOD or check out our new 


web site at www.kenwoodusa.com. 


KENWOOD 


HOME AUDIO. CAR AUDIO. COMMUNICATIONS. 
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THX* Cinema for surround sound. But the heart 
of Stage 3 is the portable TouchPanel. This 


intuitive graphic interface lets you do every- 


“A Subwoofer designed for people 
who don’t want to choose between 
music and video” 


Experts agree there is no other subwoofer on the 
market that solves the basic problem with subwoofers 
today...And that is “How am I supposed to set my 
subwoofer, for music or for video?” Now, Sonance has 
the solution, a subwoofer designed for both movies and 
musical selections. Sonance set out to build the best 
subwoofer for music and video, and we accomplished it 
with our DuaLevel" Series. The new DuaLevel 
subwoofers maximize performance by featuring two 
separate volume controls — one for music and one for 
movies that can be switched automatically* Reproduce 
the subtleties in music and the ground-shaking effects 
from today’s state of the art motion picture soundtracks, 


without having to adjust the subwoofer. 


*Optional VT1 source selector may be required. 
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The Leader in “Architectural Audio” 


SONANCE • 961 Calle Negocio • San Clemente, CA 92673 
(800) 582-7777 (714) 492-7777 * FAX (800) 538-5151 (714) 361-5151 
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All three Sonance subwoofers feature our DuaLevel 
technology, exclusive compression circuitry that 
eliminates clipping, discrete output stage amplifiers, 
input level controls, speaker and line level inputs, 
satellite outputs and a front firing woofer with a 
downward firing passive radiator. The woofer and 
passive radiator both feature rigid cones and rubber 
surrounds for low distortion and maximum linearity. 
All this translates into the perfect powered subwoofer 
that delivers defined performance and tight detail. 

Join listeners around the world and audition 
a Sonance DuaLevel subwoofer today. Demand the new 


standard in powered subwoofers. 





DL1200 


DL1000 


DuaLevel Technology DuaLevel Technology 
I0" Active * 12" Passive S" Active * 10" Passive 
125 Watt Power Amplifier 90 Watt Power Amplifier 
30 to 140Hz +Зав 35 to 140Hz *3dB 


DL800 


DuaLevel Technology 

12" Active * 15" Passive 
200 Watt Power Amplifier 
25 to 140Hz t3dB 


DuaLevel is a registered trademark of Sonance © 1996 Sonance 3/96 


